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34 patients killed 1n
ROK hospital fire

SEOUL, Apr 19: Thirty-four
paticnts were burned to death
in pre-dawn [ire that swepl
through a mental hospital in a
provincial town on Monday,
police said, reports AP.

Two patients were in criti-
cal condition and nine others
were rescued unharmed, po-
lice said.

Quoting [Orefighters, the
state television, KBS, reported
that some dead patients were
jound with their fcet shackled
or their hands chained to
hospital beds.

Forty-five paticnts, under
treatment for alcoholism or
mcntal problem, were aslecp

Channel Tunnel
-opening may
be delayed

LLONDON, Apr 19: The
opening of the Channel Tunnel
could be delayed again beyond
the end of 1993, the project's
chiefl executive Sir Alastair
Morton said Monday, reports
AP.

The tunnel should open
"within a year,” Morton said in
a letter to the London Stock
Exchange. Morton previously
forecast a Dec 15 opening
date, and that was six months
later than originally planned.

"This magnificent project
ought to open within a year
and will represent a triumph
of the determination, engi-
neering skill and cooperation
of many parties, including our
bankers,” Morton's letter said.

Morton blamed the delay on
Transmanche-Link, the con-
sortium involved in building
the tunnel

in three rooms when the fire

broke oul at Seoul Neuro-
Mcntal Hospital in Nonsan,
150 miles [240 kilomcters)
southwest of Scoul, at 2 am
(1700 GMT Sunday), police
said.

In the initial confusion, po-
lice had reported that 35
people were killed but later
corrected the figure to 34,

Some patients were found
dead with their feet shackled
or their hands chained to
hospital beds, apparently to
prevent them from fleeing, po-
lice said.

The [ront door of the two
story-building was shutlered,
which also contributed to the
high death toll, they said.

Kim Hyong-kon, a fire-
fighter, told police that the en-
tire building was ablaze when
he arrived about 10 minutes af-
ter the fire was reported.

We broke open with axes
one side of the wooden build-
ing and found about a dozen
bodies huddled in one corner
of a hallway, police quoted Kim
as saying. "Three patients were
alive and were immediately
brought out.”

The state television, KBS,

quoted Ha Jong-hwan, a hospi-
tnl official, as saying that the
fire appeared to have started
in a first-floor room.

It was like hell. Smoke was
all over and patients were cry-

ing for help, KBS quoted Ha as

L
wﬂ%: blaze, whipped by
string winds, was brought un-
der control in one hour by 10
fire trucks, police said.

Police said they were inves-
Ugating the cause of the firc
and why so many patients were
crowded into three small
rooms.
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I km gmpm killed in Cambodia.

guerillas attacked a village west
of the capital early _!,rutcrday killing one Bulnurian UN
pcacckecper and injuring two others, a UN spokesman said,
AFP reports [rom Phnom Penh.

The Bulgarians were arriving at the scene of the attack in
an armoured personnel carrier when the guerillas attacked

with an anti tank

» UN spo

kesman Eric Fall said. One

DBulgarian died and two others were injured, one seriously.
They werce taken to the UN Hospital in Phnom Penh, he sa

The attack began at 2:30 am (1930 GMT
lasted two haours, It was app

arently M &6

nday) nn;:l
Perth

government army positioh in the village of New Oral, Fah said.

- ROK army deserter shot dead:

army dcserter, nrmcd with a rifle and
two pedestrians near central Seoul

pceople hostage and shot two

grenades, held two

yesterday before being gunned down, police said, reports AP

from Seoul.
Pyt Lim Chac-sung,

21, was shot down by

police and army

sharpshooters afller a 30-minute standoll in Hachwadong,

ncar central Secoul, they said,

Lim, armed with 22 grenades and 13C rounds of rifle am-
munition, deserted his unft in eastern Soulth Korea before
dawn Monday and headed to Scoul, police said.

When l:‘hllbngcd by military police at a check

pointl out-

side Seoul, Lim scized a mini-van passing by and drove it into

Scoul with two

Police near central B-uuul stopped him and he threatened
to kill the two passcngers, police said.

He then abruptly opened fire, wounding two pedestrians,
before being shot down, they said.

11 Killed in Chinese bus

At least 11 people were killed and 24 inj

En their ul

plunged into a rescrvoir in Southern Chtnl. a press rcport
said yesierday, reports AFP from Hong Kcng

The bus was on its

to Zhongshan city in Cuangdong

province from Yunan munty but plunged into, a 30 meter

(99-foot) decp reservoir

h!urdly killing 1] pas-
sengers, the Hong Kong comn'l.-m::
Of the 24 people injured, nine were in :-:-rinun condition,

The cause of lhf accident was not

given, but the report

said #t was raining heavily when the accicent happened.

Bid to hijack Colombian

armed man atiempted to hijack a Colomb

Elane. i

n domestic

airliner after it landed in Bogota on Sunday but was
overpowered by passengers, the RCN radio network repeorted,

says Reuter from Bogota.

RCN said the hi;ach:r lrmrdw!l.hlpuml. seized the DC-

9 jet, ng 81
way lurrrnn

desiuination.

. while 1t was .on the main run-

litbcrcfucﬂﬂdtnmtulnunhm

However, passengers overpowered the hijacker and he was

arresicod,. it sasd.

Zairean diplomat held in Islamabad:

Pakistan{ cusioms arrested a Zairean diplomat at Islamabad

airport on Sunday on charge ol trying to smuggle eight kg (18
b} of heroin o Poland. reports Reuter from Islamabad.
Custioms officials identified the diplomat as Ntunda Buana

whao they sald was posted in Warsaw, His rank was notl yet

k nown

Marcos' son
weds 1n Italy,
Imelda shocked

MANILA, Apr 19 The late
President Ferdinand Marcos
enly son married his Filipino
flancee in laly this weckend,
his stafl announced Monday,

reportis AP,
Ferdinand Marcos. Jr, 35 a

me mbcor
House of Representatives;
marricd Loufse Arancta on
Saturday at the chapel of St
Francis in Ficsole, ftaly. his
stall sasd.

But Imelda Marcos: his
mother, said she wasn t invited
and was shocked at the news
which came out in two nation-
ally-circulated newspapers
Monday

| was surcly surprised al the
news flem, Mrs Mareos said In
a statement. In the case of
Bong-Bong's wedding. as his
mother, | will pray for the
=18

of the Philtppinc |

International

Clinton, Major warn Serbia
of hardship, isolation

LONDON, Apr 19: DBritish
Prime Mlnlller John Major
and US President Bill Clinton
on Sunday welcomed tougher
UN sanctions against Yusgosl-
avia and warned Serbia of
hardship and isolaticn I it
rcfused a just pcace acttle-
menl, reports Reuter,

During a 50-minute tele-
phone call the two leaders also
agreed on the importance of
maintaining a UN-sponsored
ccasefire agrecement for
Srebrenica and continuing
humanitarian relief opcrations.

"They welcomed the rapid

adoption last night of the fur-
ther Security Council resolu-
tion enforcing tougher sanc-
{tons on _ Serbia,” a
spokeswoman for Major said.

"They agreed it was vital to
ensure that these sanctions
were imposed effectively and
rapidly and that action should
be taken to isclate Serbia and
close any leopholes on land,
sea or river,” she added.

The United Nations
Sccurity Council voted late on
Salurday to impose its tough-
est sanctions yet on Yugaslavia,
The mcasures intended to {so-

late Serb-led Yugoslavia from
the outside world, will come
into force on April 26 ([ the
Serbs do nol sign an interna-
tional peace plan drawn up by
mediators Lord Owen and
Cyrus Vance.

Major, gquoted by the
spokeswoman, said Serbian
leaders and people must be
told they faced long isolation
and hardship I they continued
to refuse to come to a just and
internationally acceptable set-
tlement or try to acquire or

hold territory illegally.
Earlier on Sunday, Yugoslav

peace envoy David Owen reit-
eralcd his view that selective
air strikes against supply lincs
used by Besnian Scrbs might
be necessary if the Serbs re-
fuscd to sign the peace plan.
Neither Clinton nor Major
mentioned international mili-
tary intervention but the
spokeswoman said "they had
informal discussions of the
pros and cons of various op-
tions.” She gave no details,

Major has consistently op-
poscd military intervention in
Bosnia
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Saudi Arnhmn Furllgn Mmmtar Pnnr:e Sﬂud Al- mei (C) nttpnds the npe-mng uf the 99th

session of Arab League Foreign Ministers meeting in Cairo Sunday.

— AFP/UNB photo

Arab League
FMs discuss
ME peace

CAIRO, Apr 19: Arab lecague
lorcign ministers convened
Sunday to discuss a number of
regional issues including the
stalled Middle East peace pro-
ccss, reports AP,

The gathering is the 21-
member organization's first
biannual meeting at the
ministers’ Icvel this year.
Fiftcen foreign ministers at-
lended, along with the perma-
nent delegates of six ﬁth:r
countries,

League sources said Farouk
Kaddoumi, who represented
the Palestine Liberation
Organization at the meeting,
said Israecl has to take
‘encouraging steps” for the
Palestinians to participate in
the next round of talks.
The sources did not spceily
the demands.

The mecting observed a
minutc of silence for Turkish
President Turgut Ozal

Tension mounts as 19 massacred

ahead of Chris Hani

JOHANNESBURG, Apr 19:
The massacre of 19 people in
drive-by shootings in Sebokeng
black township has cscalated
tension ahead of the funeral of
assassinated black leader Chris
Hani today, reports AFD,

The attack, allegedly by four
black gunmen, eame barely
hours before South Alrican
communist party lcader Hant's
burial prompling law and or-
der minister Hernus Kriel to
appeal for calm.

"l appeal to people not to
take the law into their own
hands”, Kricl said.

Police spokesman Captain
Piet Van Deventer said the
gunmen hijacked a grey volk-
swagen jetta, killing the car
owner, before rampaging
through the township on a
four-hour murder spree,
Gunning down 19 residents in

six atlacks.

Witnesses said the victims
of the attack were all black, as
were the four occupants of the
car. The jetta was later found
bumt out in the township.

Police said the motive for
the attack was not tmrmdtnlc}y
clear,

Sebokeng, a bastion of sev-
eral black organisations includ-
ing the racial Pan-Africanist
Congress,
Africa's most violent black
townships and is notorious for
crime.

Mcanwhile, tcnsion was
mounting at the soccer sia-
dium where some 80,000
mourncrs, have gathered since
early Sunday ahead of Hanf's
burial in Elspark cemetery east
of Johannesburg.

Early today a car was over-
turned and sct alight near the
stadfum and police fired tear-

fs one of South’

gas as youth pelted police

parked aiong the route w’ilh
stones. Late Sunday two men
were wounded in a shooting
incident in the stadium and an
armoured police car patrolling
the arca came under attack
with automatic gunfire. No in-
juries were reported.

As mourners contimued to
pour into Johannesburg ea

today, police and African
National Congress (ANC)
Publicity Secretary Pallo

Jordan appealed to people to
stay away as the stadium was

packed to capacity.
As organisers were

re gearing
up for the 42 kilometre funeral
procession from the stadium,
ncrvous Whites living in the
small suburb opposite the
cemetery where |lani will be
buried later today were arming
themsclves.

ani's funeral

Preparing for an invasion of
the 250,000 mourners ex-
pected at the burial site.

Armed members of the ul-
tra-right Alrflaner Resistance
Movement (AWB)] were secen
patrolling the Elspark area
Sunday.

A 40-year-old AWDB man,
Janusz Walus, was arrested 10
days shortly after Hani was

down in the driveway
of his home in the eastern
Johannesburg suburb of
Boksburg. His arrest was fol-
lowed. by the arrest late
Saturday of top right-wing

Conservative Party (CP) official”

Clive Derby-Lewis.

Early today,
grenades were hurled at the
CP officé in Roodepoort, the
suburb where Derby-Lewis
lives. The extent of damage
was not yet known.

tow hand

Pak involvement in Bombaz blasts:

| Two Indian ministers contradict

Dinesh Singh’s statement

NEW DELHI. Apr 19
Pakistan was responsible for
the deadly bomb blast which
killed some 3000 people In
Bombay on March 12, lwo
Indian Ministers said Sunday,
contradicting a statement by
the country's Foreign Minister,

reports AFP.
Minister of State [lor
internal Security Rajesh Pilot

and Minister ol State for Home
PM Sa said separately the
Is was to blame for the
string of 13 explosions, the
Press Trust of India (PTI) re-
ported.

Pilot told a masstve public
meeting in the northern state
of Punjab that at least eight of
the nearly BO people arrested
for involvement in the bomb
blast had said they were
trained in the handling of ex-
plosives in Pakistan.

Police investigations clearly

indicate Pakistan's involve-
ment, he was quoted as saying
in the sixth holy city of
Amritsar, almost 400 kflome-
ters (250 miles) northwest of
here.

Sayeed, speaking to re-
porters in the southern city of

Sikh militant
killed

NEW DELH!. Apr 19, AFP:
Indian police shot dr-d a Sikh
militant wanted for more than
100 murders and four other
rebels in the northern sta'e of
Punjab, the Press Trust of
India (I'T1) reported Sunday

Baldev Singh Dorangala eof
the Babbar Khalsa internat onal
organization was killed a'ong
with two accomplices In a gun
battle at a village in the border
district of Gurdaspur late
Snturday

Kochir, also held Pakistan re-
sponsible for the blasts, which
devastated the Bombay Stock
Exchange and Air India head-
quarters among other places.
The two ministers contra-
dicted External Affairs
Minister Dinesh Singh's
statement Salurday that India
had no prool of Pakistan's di-
rect involvement.
Maharashtra state Chiel
Minister Sharad Pawar, who
also governs Bombay, has al-
leged that the bombings were
the work of Pakistan's inter-
service Intelligence. The
Bombay poliee say some of the
bombers were trained abroad.
Pakistan, which has fought
three wars with India since
the two countries' Indepen-
dence In 1947, has denled In-
volvement in the blasts, which
also injured more than 1,400

people.

High-powered
UN N-experts

team in Iraq

MANAMA, Bahrain, Apr 19:
A high-powered: team of UN
nuclear experts went unan-
nounced Monday to Iraq, and
UN Officials declined to give
any detafls ol its mission, re-
ports 'AP.

Maurizio Ziflerero, deputy
chief of the Vienna-based
International Atomic Energy
Agency, led a 17-member tcam
into the Iragi capital for a five-

day visit,
Jan Fisher, the Bahrain-
based chiefl for the UN

Special Commission, said the
departure was not announced
because it was not a regular In-

spection team.

He said Zillerero's group
will be conducting "a feastbil-
ity study” and that no dctails
would be provided until it re-
turned to regional headquar-
lcrs.

The UN Special Commis-
ston is in charge of eliminating
Irag's non-conventional wea-
pons.
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VLADIMIR. Russia: President Boris Yeltsin mixed religion
and politics Sunday, mnr::hini

ng for votes one
rship, reports AP.

Ye!l:in flew by heli-
copter to this 12th cen-
tury city 150 kilometres
(80 miles) east of Moscow
to kick ofl the final week
of political activity before
the April 25 balloting. He
called the referendum to
scttle his power struggle
with Russia’'s Communist-
dominated parliament.

A choir sang, church
bells pealed and more
than 15,000 people
cheered Yeltsin as he
walked down Viadimir's
main street behind altar
boys and Russian Orthodox
pricsts candles

I".'H'ﬂ

in an Easter procession and
h:forl: a mfr.-rr.-ndum on hll-

and icons in celebration of Christl's resurrection:

At the steps of the white stone cathedral topped

ulmd for su

rt next Sunday.

with
golden onion domes, Yeltsin brieflly addressed the crowd and

t during the referendum on April 25, Viadimir
rcaidcntu will again remember that we must save Russia, and
vote so that Russian will not fall back into the abyass of
Communist non-existence,” the president said.

TOKYO: The Japanese should have at least three children

to preserve the "competitive spirit”

nec in a market

economy, the Secretary-General of the ruling Liberal

Democratic
"You don't need to have as

Party was quoted yesterday as saying, reports AFP.
many .as ten, but three to five,”

Seiroku Kajtyama was quoted as saying

at an LDP seminar on

women in Atami, southwest ol here.

Ka
said

himself the youngest in a family of 10 children,
families fostered a spirit of competition among

children, particularly at meal times when they fight over feod,

NnCWsSpapers
The Japanese

mrihmmhubeenhlhnghrmnrunt.

and stood at 9.9 per thousand last year, too low according o

the government.
Press reports said

troversial statements.

's remarks met with mixed re-
action from an audience familiar with his penchant for con-

In September 1990, when he was Justice Minister,

that foreign prostitutes in Japan,
the atmosphere” of neighborhoods.

States "ruin

in the United States when he said

like blacks in the United

Parental love falls
short of 100 dollars

BARTLETT : A teen-ager killed his parents in their home,

brutally

slashing their throats with the help of a friend who

was paid dirs 100 for the job, authorities charges. reports AP.

Neighbours in this
Sunday to find a trafl
at the brutal killings.

jet Chicago
blood on the street expressed shock

suburb who woke up

"I wonder what would make a 17-year-old turn on his par-
ents ke that.” said neighbour Linda Ryan. "Te have such a vi-
olent crime — to slash their throats — it just gives me the

chills,

Diana and Peter Robles, both in their 40s, were found

Saturdqr nigh

t stabbed and with their throats cut, police said.

people were killed in cold blood and buichered in
th:ir own hnme DuPage County State Attorney James Ryan

said.

Their son, Eric Robles, and Sean Helgesen, also 17, were

charge d Sunday
Elgin High School.

with murder. Both are students at nearby

Robles, who was scheduled to be confirmed at church

Sunday

afterncon, also is charged with solicftation to commit

murder for allegedly hiring Helgesen, Ryan said.

QUETTA, Pakistan, Apr 19:
More than 200 le have
been killed in ﬂgﬁtlng in the
southern Afghan province ol
Kandahar in the last few days,
sources at the Internatienal
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) said on Sunday, rcports
ih'ulcr.

Fighting in the province
near the border with
Pakistan's western Baluchistan
province has raged for three
days bctween forces loyal lo
President Burhanuddin
Rabbani and supporters of
guerilla groups claiming the
governorship of Kandahar.

The rivals were attacking
cach other's positions with
heavy weapons, including field
guns and rockets, and at least
200 people had been killed
and many more injured in the
bloody clashes some 400 km

| Afghan war takes
200 lives in 3 days

(260 miles) south of the capi-
tal Kabul, the sources said.

The seriously infured, most
with shrapnel wounds wcre
transpo to the Baluchistan

| capital of Quetia lor
treatment, the ICRC said.

The battles were between
the forces of Kandahar
Governor Gul Agha, who be-
longs to Rabbani's Jamiat-I-
Islami Party, and supporters of
three other parties — all once
allies in the T4-year insur-
gency against the former
communist government.

The fighting for the gover-
norship of Kandahar was siill
raging into Sunday night, the
ICRC sources said, adding that
hundreds of people had pled
across the border from
Afghanistan into neighbouring
MPakistan.

Benazir transformed from political pariah to powerbroker

ISLAMAIAD, Apr 19: Former
Prime Ministcr Benazir Bhutto
has been transformed from po-
lftical pariah to Pakistani
powerbroker because of tLhe
mistakes of her successor and
the anger of his mentor, re-
poris Reuter,

Bhutto left for London six
wreks ago the sidelined leader
of a weak and splintered oppo-
sition 1o give birth 1o her third
child.

She returned o the capital
m Sunday as a kingmaker,
courted by the very man who
32 months ago unceremont-
ously bundied her out of oflice
alter less than two ycars.

President Ghulam Ishag
Khan on Sunday exercised for
a second tme his power to
dissoive the National Assembily
(Lower Howuse). He sacked
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharil,
Bhulte's successor, on the
same corruplion charges he
had used to oust her.

Early on Sunday evening

just hours afier she flew to the
capital, Ishagq Khan inviled
Bhutto te mect him in his
white pillared Presidential
Palace. It was thelir first meet-
ing sinee a briel and bitter dis-
cussion shortly after he sacked
her.

The President had no op-
tion, he had to have her sup:
port”, said Khalid Mahmood,
Edilor of The Nation. "There
arc only two political parties in
Pakistan — Bhulto’'s Pakistan

People's Party (PPP) and
Sharils Pakistan Muslim
League (PML)."

Two hours later troops were
deployed outside the silate
television building and the
President sacked Sharil, the
man he had groomed to fill
Bhutio's shoes.

"We decided that at a time of
crisis the way (o resolve it is to
#o 1o the people,” Bhutto said.
That is why we decided to

support the cause of [resh
elections”,

That ‘was her cxplanation
carly today for hor. decision to
align the PPP and fts liberal
manifesto with the 78-year-old
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President, widely rugardoed s
Pakistan's Mrmest cnemy of
more democratic (recdoms

"It was the height of oppor

both siclos

tunism: on
Mahmood said.

Sharils espousal of the
democratic cause led to his

downfall.

e enraged the President
when he tried in February to
modify the eighth amendment

to the constitution, Martial
Law-era logislation thal cm-
powcrs the President to dis-
solve the National Assembly
and appoint the Armed Forces
Chicls of Stafl.

Bhutto decided at that time
not to offcr Sharil her 42 votcs
in the 217-member National
Asscmbly to back his modifica-
tion. It sealed his political
death warrant.

"She has sacrificed her
democratic ideals on the altar
of political expediency,” said
one former government minis-
icr.

Her reward was the installa-
tion on Sunday ol her deputy,
Farood Leghari, as one of two
new ministers and the
promisc ol at lcast 10 min-
istries in the three-month in-
terim  government. Elections
arc scheduled for July 14,

*The politicians have secn
that the eighth amendment is
necessary for Pakistan,” said
one of lhe President’'s closest

adviscrs. "Now no one will

touch the ecighth amendment

until at least the year 2000".
Some nn.-lyltl uestioned

whether Bhutto's iston to

identify the 44-year -old Sharif
as her main political enemy
rather than the ageing
President was shortsighted.

"It was an ideal opportunity
to get rid of the eighth
amendment,” The Nation's
Mahmood said. "She will never
get another opportunity to re-
peal it",

It was the third time since
1988 that a President had
used the amendment to get rid
of a Prime Minister who

to act independently of his or

her mentor,

BBhutio insisted her about-
face was no such thing but just

rt of her commitment to the

Iding of fresh elections. She
had said rcpeatedly that the
1990 vote was rigged and
Sharils government therefore
lacked a real mandate.

Voting on political
reform resumes
in Italy -

ROME, Apr 19 Voting re-
sumed today in a referendum
on political reform expected to
pave ‘the way for a new era In
Italian government after
decades of crisis and scandal-
ridden administrations, re-
ports AFP.

Opinion polls forccast a sohd
mﬁmﬂy for two kcy proposals:
replacement of [taly's propor-
tional voting system with a
“first- past-the-post” result and
the abolition ef state financing
for parties.

The referendum could also
mark the end of the govern-
moent of soclialist Premier
Giuliane Amato who was (o
meet today with President
Oscar Scalfaro. Amato says his
work is nearly dnnr hul re-
pnru S sted he hit be

lack of terna-



