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NEWS BRIEFS
Hasina to meet
visitors

Awami Leaguc president
and leader of the Opposition in
parllament Sheikh Hasina wil)
meet members of the public
according to the following
time-table. She will meet the
visitors at her parliament of-
fice from 10 am to 12 noon
from Sunday to Thursday. In
the afliernoon. she will mect
the visitors at the party office
from 5 pm o 7 pm from
Sunday to Wednesday. On
Saturday, the weekly mectings
of her Advisory Council and
Awami League Central Worldng
Commitice will be held at the
party central office from 5 pm
to 7 pm, reports UNDB

Condolence book in
Turkish embassy

A condolence book will be

kept open at the premises ol |

Turkish ambassadeor tn Dhaka
for three days from today on
the death of Turkish President
Turgut Ozal The condolence
book will remain open for visi

tors from 10 am to | pm dur
ing those three days, reports
55

Metropolitan admn
confce from Apr 20

An intermational conference
on metropelitan administra-
tion begins Tucsday (April 20)
in Tokyo to discuss and take
decistons on various problems
which may arise in the cofning
century in large citics of the
world, officialis here said
Mayors. municipal administra-
tors and offlicials from 60
couniries will attend the 4-day
world mert, sponsored by the
United Nutions and the Tokyo

Mictrepolitan Admintsiration
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Mazari acting PM: No date for polls: Troops take up positions

" Chulan shﬂq Khan

ISLAMABAD, Apr 18: Pakis-
tan President Ghulam Ishaq
Khan dissolved the National
Asscmbly late today and sacked
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif,
accusing him of corruption
and malpractices, report AFP,
AP.

Addressing a late night
press conference as troops
took up positions at key instal-
lations in Islamabad, Ishaq
Khan also announced the ap-
pointment of Balakh Sher
Mazari as the acting Prime
Minister.

Troops were deployed out-
side the national radio and
television station an hour be-
fore the President announced
the dismissal and appointed a

-

caretaker government.

No trouble was immedi-
aicly reported, as the soldiers
blocked the main gate of the
statc-owned broadcasting stu-
dios.

Aflter his announcement,
the four senior commanders
of the military arrived at the
President’s office for the
swearing in of the caretaker
admiinistration, headed by
Balakh Sher Mazari.

Chiefl of Stall Abdul Waheed
said the army would follow the

President's orders, "The peo-

ple will decide whether it is
constitutional or not. It is not
[or the army to decide,” he
told reporters.

- The military has a history of

involvement in Pakistan poli-
tics and has ruled the country
outright for 25 years of its 46-
year history.

Earlier Sunday, former
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
asked the President to dissolve
parliament and order fresh
clections within three months,

Ms Bhutto's support for dis-
solution may have been a key
factor in Ishaq Khan's deci-
sion. One of the four caretaker
cabinet ministers he appointed
was from Ms Bhutto’s party.

“This just means he (the
President) has met our de-
mands. There will be elec-
tions in three months,” said
Farooq Leghari, the newly ap-
pointed minister.

Another appointee was
Hamid Chattha, Sharils
Planning Minister who was
the first to walk out of the
cabinet in the build-up to the
crisis. After Chattha quit three
weeks ago, seven other minis-
ters followed.

The President, reading a
dissolution proclamation, said,
*I hereby dissolve the National
Assembly with immediate ef-
fect and dismiss the Prime
Minister and the Cabinet, who
shall cease to hold the office
forthwith.”

Under the Constitution,
genceral elections must be held
within 90 days of the dissolu-
tion of the national asscmbly.

See Page 12 Col 1

Ishaq sacks Sharif, dissolvesNA

Nawaj Sharif

Seven lakh sit for
SSC exams today

By Staff Correspondent

The Secondary School
Certilicate [SSC) Examina-
tions, 1993, begin today
(Monday) under all four
Sccondary Education Boards of
the country — Dhaka, Comilla,
Rajshahi and Jessorc.

A total of 679010 students,
of them 434895 male and
244115 female will sit for this
year's examinations in 616
centres under the four boards.

This year, five centres have
been set up abroad in Jeddah,
Riyadh, Abu Dhabi, Doha and
Tripoli for students living out-
side the country.

Appropriate measures have
been taken by the authorities
for holding of fair examina-
Lions.

Gathering of more than four
persons not connected with
the  holding of examinations
within 200 yards of the cen-
tres has been banned.

Special vigilance teams will
visit the centres. The team fis
empowered to cancel examina-
tion or even the centre if it de-
tects adoption of unfairmeans
in holding of the examinations.

Examinees and invigilators
would also be subjected to
punitive actions like expulsion
in case of adoption of un-
fatrmeans.

Members of law enforcing
agencies will also be deployed
at the centres.

This year, 219582 exami-

Sce Page 12 Col 8

8 Rohingyas
arrested

COX'S BAZAR, Apr 18:
Police arrested eight Rohingya
rcfugees who came out of their
camps Saturday night for their
alleged involvement in crimes
and anti-repatriation activity,
reports UNB.

The accused, residents of
different refugee camps in
Ukhia and Teknal thanas, were
picked up from T&T Check
Post area on the Cox's Bazar-
Teknaf road.

They were named
Mohammad Alam (28] , Nurul
Islam (32), Abdullah (20),
Mohammad Zamir (32),
Mohammad Hossain (28), Ola
Miah (45), Nur Mohammad
(18) and Akhtar Kamal 20).

A camera and some secret
documents were also recov-
cred [rom the possession of
Mohammad Alam, police said.

Dibya, a cu]tura‘l g'ruup perfnrrnad dnnre in the ‘Shishu Academy Auditorium on the
— Star photo

concluding day of 1400 BS programmes.

Hasina tells Rajbari Eublig meet
Join movement against

politics of bluff

GAZIPUR, Apr 18: Awami
League Frruldcnt Sheikh
Hasina today (Sunday) urged
the people to join her party's
movemnent for economic free-
dom by ensuring democratic
rights against what she called
the politics of blull of the rul-
ing NP, reports UNB.

Addressing a huge public
meeting at Rajbari matdan
here this aflternoon, Hasina
sajd "our polities s aimed at
achieving economic selfl-re-
ltance to establish a poverty-
free Bangladesh. ”

"After losing confidence in

Grameen

A three-member dolegation
of the Grameen Bank yesterday
keft for Brussels to recetve The
King Baudouin Intermational
Developmenl Award [981
scheduled to be handed over
on April 22

The three-member delega
tion, headed by the Managing
Drector of the bank Professor
'hluh.urnmnd Yunus, included

E:han Begum, the Principal

bank's training centre in
lht capital and Manzira
Khatun, one of the members of
the bank's Board of Directors
elected by the borrowers.
Manzira, 38, a Director of

the people, the BNP is now
Lrying to stay in power by mis-
using power against the op-
position and ruling the coun-

try in Ershad style,” she al-
o ped.
She castigated the BNP

government for “complcte be-
trayal” with its pre-election
pledges and [ailure to resolve

any of the problems facing
the commonman.
Corruption, unempl nt,

price-hike and lawlessncss

have battered the people and

nggravated their miscries In
Sce 'age 12 Col 4

By Nurul Kabir

the Bank, was a poverty
siricken rural woman aban-
doned by his judicial clerk
(muhurf) husband a few yecars
back, became a borrower of
the Grameen Dank in 1989,

The 4 millon Belgian franc
prize, equivalent to over Th 48
iakh, was awarded recently to
the Grameen ' Bank by the
Board of Directors of the
lrusscls-bascd King Baudouin
Foundation.

The Baudouin Foundation
award is given Lo persons or
organisations, 'without regard
to national origin,” making sub-
stantial contributions towards

| Bangla year 1400

celebration
programmes end

By Staff Correspondent

The five-day "Bangla 1400
Saal” celebration programmes
of the 1400 Saal Udjapan
Parishad ended yesterday at
Bangabandhu Bhaban in the
city.

The concluding session was
dedicated to the country's
children community.

Announcing the conclusion
of the five-day programme, the
member-secretary of the
parishad Obaidul Kader ex-
pressed his gratitude to the
pcople imbued with the spirit
of Bengalee language, its tradi-
tion and culture.

See Page 12 Col 2

the development of the Third
World or towards the coopera-
tion and relations among
industrialised and developing
countries and among their

ptn‘g.‘t:

e Grameen DBank was
considered for the prize by the
loundation 'for its recognition
of the role of women In the
process of development and
the novelty of a financial credit
sysiem contributing to the im-
provement of the social and
material conditions of the
women and their [amilies in
rurnl areas '

Sec Page 12 Col 8

OC removed, DB takes up Hannan murder case

CHITTAGONG, Apr 18: All
operations in Chittagong Port
including loading and unload-
ing works remained sus-
pended for the second con-
sccutive day today as the dock
workers abstained from duty in
protest-against the murder of
their leader Abdul Hannan on
Saturday, port sources said.

The Deputy Director
(tralfic) of Chittagong Port
Mohsin Sarker said no loading
and unloading works were car-
ried out since the murder in
all 16 ships now berthed at the
port jetties. Some ships are
also waiting at the outer an-

chorage for entéring port, he
informed.

Port sources and police said
that Chittagong Port today re-
mained tense as a pall of gloom
fell there following the assas-
sination of the Dock Sramik
Dal convenor Hannan.

Meanwhile, the Officer in
Charge [OC) of Port Thana Abul
Kasem has been removed
from the post and transferred
while the investigationt of the
case of this sensational murder
has been handed over to the
Detective Branch of Chittagong
Mectropolitan Police.

Talking to this corespon-

Ctg dock workers continue
to stay out of duty '

From Staff Correspondent

dent over telephone the
Commissioner ol Chittagong
Metropolitan Police Osman
Gani Khan said stringent mea-
sures would be taken against
some more police personnel
shortly for their failure to
check spch violent incident.

A large number of police
personnel have been deployed
in port area and security has
been tightened there to pre-
vent [urther outbreak of vio-
lence, the Commissioner said.

Besides, cfforts are being
made to arrest all the accused
responsible for the killing, the

See Page 12 Col 7
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Bank gets King Baudouin Prize

Cemnscious people won’t allow
politics of destruction: PM

MOTHBARIA (Pirojpur), Apr
18: Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia said here today
that the conscious people
would never allow the politics
of hartal and destruction,
aimed at pulling back the na-
tion from attaining develop-
ment, to succeced, reports
BSS.

Addressing a huge public
meeting in local government
college ground the Prime
Minister said the party which
was now resorting to negative
politics did not raise the de-
mands ‘during the regime ol
the autocrat rather they joined
hands with autocracy and
causcd prolongation of its hold
on .r. But when the time
came to work unitedly for the
overall development of the

nation under the democratic
atmosphere they were resort-
ing to politics of hartal and
hindering the on-going pro-
cess of development, she said.

The Prime Minister said
the government believed in
the balanced development of
the country. “We do not look
for our Member of Parliament
(belonging to BNP) while tak-
ing up development pro-
grammes. Our only object is to
serve the people and work for
their uplift,” she said. .

Begum Zia said the process
ol development and prosperity
had to be carried forward
through ensuring the people’s
participation in consolidating
democracy in the country.

She said, "we must remem-
ber that the country would not

be able to achieve development
without democracy.”

Dwelling on the develop-
ment programmes of the pre-
sent government the Prime
Minister said poverty was one
of the major problems facing
the nation. Production in the
fields and factories had to be
increased Yo eliminate the
major problem of the nation.
*We believe that persons who
have been elected by the peo-
ple have the sacred duty to
work sincerely to attain de-
velopment, a prosperity for the
nation,” she said.

The Prime Minister said
the problem of unemployment
could not be solved by merely
providing jobs. We have to
create sell-employment oppor-
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Hajj goers asked
to report
to camp

The Ministry of Religious
Aflairs yesterday directed all
the intending Hajis to report
to the Hajj Camp along with 12
copies ol passport size pho-
tographs as they will have to
carry the same to Saudi Arabia,
reports BSS.

A press release issued by
the Ministry of Religious
Aflairs yesterday, said all the
intending Hajis will be re-
quired to demonstrate their
names, passport numbers and
nationality on a rexin belt to
be tied on wrist as the same
will be helpful in case of any
accident or for other emer-

gency purposes,
See Page 12 Col |

Manzira, a rural

woman
the GB team, to fly for
Brussels. —Star photo

Jamaat leaders' statement
unpardonable: BNP

BNP Joeint Secretary
General Barrister Raliqul Islam
Mian, MP, yesterday severcly
criticised the Jamaat leaders

for their recent statements in
which they sought to be little

the iIndependence and
sovercignty of the country, re-
poris BSS,

In a statement the BNP
leader sald that by saying
openly at the Baitul Mukarram
Square public meeling on
Friday that independence has
not brought anything good to
the people. the Jamaat leaders
only proved that they had
fatled to move out of their
thinking and role during the
War of Independence.

He described the state-

ments of the Jamaat leaders on
the country's independence
and sovercignly as an
'unpardonable offence.’

"We say it with all our con-
viction that independence of
the country achicved at the
cost of lakhs of lives is dearest
to BNP.," he said.

The BNP Joint Secretary
General said that the Jamaat-e-
Islami was only trying to pass
on to the others' shoulders the
responsibility of the problems
which were their own cre-
ation.

Barrister Rafiqul Islam, who
is also the Minister for Works,
said that in its undcsirable bid
to shift the public attention

See Page 12 Col 3

PALE [Dosnia), Apr 18:
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan
Karadzic today rejected the
UN peace plan for Bosnia de-
spite the Sccurity Council's
deciston Lo tighten economic
sanctions againat Yugoslavia if
Sc¢rbs did not sign.

We do not accept it. This is
imposition. This is not a
plan. This ia a dictate and an
imposition. So we are nol go-
ing o sign those maps,” he
told Reuters television.

The peace plan, drawn up
by UN and European
Community mediators, would
crcate 10 semi-autonomous
cantons in Dosnia along ethnic
lincs. DBosnta’'s Muslims and
Croats have already accepted

Serbs reJect UN plan

Karadzic criticised the
Sceurity Council's vote to step
up sanctions inst the rump
Yugoslav state from April 26, a
step he said would only harm
efforts to end Bosnia's ycar-
long civil war.

“We are very disappointed
with the new resolution ol the
Sceurity Council. We do think
we are nol going te cooperate
with Lthose who are punishing
us all the time,” he sald. He
dismissed Wceslern threats to
isvlate Y via and perhaps
launch limited military strikes
agninst Dosnian Serb forces.

"If this happens it is the
cnd of the United Nations as

Sce Page 12 Col 7
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Akhtaruzzaman
barred from

leaving country

By Staff Correspondent

Authorities issued an order
restricting Akhtaruzzaman
Babu, MP, from leaving the
country, according to a source.

The Immigration Depar-
tment of thé Zia International
Airport (Z1A) Saturday
received the order.

Akhtaruzzaman Babu, an
Opposition member in the
parliament, was accused in the
FIR of the murder of Humayun
Zahir, a businessman.

The source said that earlier
a similar order was given ver-

bally to the ZIA Immigration

Department but this time it
was a written official order.

However, a senior official in
the ZIA immigration said that
they recetved the order but
declined to make any com-
ment.

Sce Page 12 Col 6

Final review of
* Munir's appeal
next month

The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court yesterday
fixed mid May (likely to be May
17) as the 'final time' for th=
hearing of the review petition
filed on behall of Munir
Hossain alias Suraj of the sen-
satfonal Rima Murder Case,
rcports BSS.

The five member full bench
hcaded by Chiel Justice,
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed,
on a request from the peti-
tioner's lawyer, ordered that
the hearing of the matter will
take on completion of four
weeks, the time prayed for.

Munir Hossain, husband ol
Sharmin Akhtar Rima, was
given death sentence by the
lower eourt for rnurdering his
wife.

The court on a prayer from
Barrister Rafiqul Haq, former

Sce Page 12 Col ]

BL College closed
as Shibir, JCD
clash: 10 hurt

From Our Staff

Correspondent

KHULNA, Apr 18: At least
10 students were injured in a
clash between Chhatra Dal and
Chhatra Shibir in Govt BL
Ca today mornin

I'::"::: mlT:gc wu&dcchrcd
closed.

According to eye witness,
the clash started when proces-
sions of two groups of students
came face to face on the col-

lege campus. Both the groups
used hu.nl:l bombs, and sticks

etc in a 4 hour long clash.

Chase and counter chase,
exchanges of brickbats oc-
curred during the clash. A
section of students ransacked
the office of the Principal

At one stage Chhatra Dal
had to leave the campus.

The teachers’' council de-
clared the college closed till
April 22 following the finect-
dent.

10 hurt as JCD
rivals clash
at MC College

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Apr 18 : Ten stu-
dents were injured in an
armed clash between two rival
groups of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) at the MC College

Of them Milon and Sazzad
were admitted to the Srlhﬂ
Osmani Medical lege
Hospital with bullet injuries.
About 30 rounds of shots were
firced and 40 crackers were
cxploded on the campus dur-
ing the clash.

The warring students also
damagtd a micro-bus in front
of the residence of the
Princi of the college and set
it on

Seven abducted
children brought
back from India

Department of Soctal
Services has brought back
scven Bangladeshi children
from Kis Home for juve-
nile dclinquent at Barasat,
North 24 Parganas of India.
official sources said in Dhaka
Sunday, rcports BSS.

were abducted from

y grounds and from their

mestecads to India by illegal
human traffickers.

These seven children are,
Mohon Bepari, s/eo Abdur
Rashid Bepari; Monirul, s/o
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