Gout plans to train

young writers

Good news for new
writers!

The government plans to
train’ every year 40 writers
20 toe 30 In

some creative arcas of Bangla

between ages

literature.
According
adopted recently b
Ministry of Cultural
group of 40 promising new
poetry, drama and fiction writ-
ers would be provided a six-
month ‘traint beginning
July every year,
try's eminent literary figures.

The six-month course,

spreading over three separate
two-month sessions, would in-

clude academic lectures on lit-

erary issues, computer training

and prin technology.
Durt training period,
each of 40 chosen partici

pants would receive a munth!y

allowance of Taka 3,000,
According to the proposed

programme, a total of four

trainers (poetry, drama, fiction

and computer] would be ap-
pointed on contract basis and
each of them would be paid
Taka 7,000 month. A pro-
ject director would also be ap-
pointed to ecordinate the pro-
gramme. He whould receive a
monthly allowance of Taka
10,000,

young

to the plin.
the

rs, a

the coun-

The training pmfnmm: for
the writers — the Young

Writers' Training Project —
would be implemented under
the supervision of the Bangla
Academy

Professor Jahanara Begum,
State Minister for Cultural
Affairs, told this correspon-
dent last t that the project
had been with a view
to supporting potential writers
both intellectually and finan-
clally.

She was optimistic that the
government bodies concerned
would not hesitate to approve
the soon.

“] am optimistic that the
first batch of these writers
would start receiving training
from July this year”, the min-
ister

The budget session of
Parliament, scheduled next
month, would require to ap-
prove the Taka 1.5 crore pro-
ject for the first .batch of
novice writers.

According to the project
proposal, 40 books, written by
new young writers after the
training would be published
under a tripartite agreement
between the writer concerned,

the Bangla Academy and tht*

publisher.

Samad refutes Mostafiz

Deputy Leader of the Opp-
osition in parliament Abdus
Samad Azad yesterday refuted
Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman's con-
tention on the questeion of the
SAARC leaders' visit to the na-
tional mausoleum, reports
UNB.

"Without secking apology to
the nation for disregarding the
sacrifices of 30 lakh martyrs”
the Foreign Minister came out
with some lame excuses for
excluding visit to the mau-
soleum from the programme of
the SAARC heads of state or
government, he said.

In a statement, the Awami
League Presidium member said
it s not true that itinerary ol
the 7th SAARC summit was
endorsed by the 6th summit
held in Colombo.

As the host country, it was
the responsibility of the
Bangladesh government to
prepare the national pro-
grammes during the T7th
summit, Azad said, adding that
no member states

such programme.

The Bangladesh Foreign

Minister and the Forel

Sec will have to take
responsibility for their lapses,
Azad said.

He pointed out that the
sudden decision on April 11

for a visit to Zia's mazar by the
summitteers did not create
any obstruction to the "so-
called decision® of Colombo
summit.

No SAARC leaders thought
of visiting Zia's mazar or ex-
pressed their desire for such
programmes in last one year
until the Dhaka summit, he
said.

Azad, also the President of
AL Foreign Affairs sub-commit-
tee, said the question of yisit-
ing the mazar of the "dreamer”
of SAARC was not raised in
1985 when the first summit
was held in Dhaka.

He also mentioned that the
SAARC leaders had visited the
national mausoleum at Savar
during the first summit and
paid tributes to the martyrs of
the Liberation War,

The ty Leader of the

Opposition alleged that the

BNP government had
"deliberately” undermined the
spirit of the Liberation War and
the joint declaration of the
three alliances.

Azad demanded that the
BNP government should ten-
der "unconditional apology” to
the nation. Otherwise, the
Benglali nation will give ap-
propriate reply to this attitude
of BNP towards the Liberation
War and its martyrs, he said,

Private sector
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guate or absent”.

Latifur Rahman went on to
identify the policies which
could help improve return on
manufacturing investments as:
Labour discipline and produc-
tivity; realistic exchange rate
and tariflf structures; sound
public investments on infras-
tructures and development of
human capital.

Ac that there is
no clear blue-print or model
for this purpose, the MCCI

nt added: "But what has
been found to be a common
sustaining factor is a strong
socio-political consensus of us- *
ing private enterprise as a
force for economic change.”

"Expanding private invest-
ment is perhaps the most im-
portant short-term economntic
issue for h,” observed
Christopher R. Willoughby, the
World Bank resident mission
chief, while the in-
augural session of the seminar.

He noted that the growth of
private sector investment in

sh has been slower
than ex . He that
the experience of Chile, which
succeeded relatively well in its
economic reform efforts, may
provide some pointers to
h.

Introducing the key-note
speaker at the seminar, Mr
Willoughby noted that Hernan
Buchi, as a cabinet member of
the Chilean government for

nearly 15 years, was involved

in two economic reform
efforts in country
Buchi, who was finance

minister of Chile during the
1985-90 period, pointed out
that his country initiated the
ic reform efforts much
earlier than other Latim
American states and also be-
fore the debt crisis of the 80s.
The first phase of the re-

form programme, he said, in-
volves restoration of macro-

economic adjustments and .

stability and includes mone-
tary, fiscal and exchange rate
policies. The second phase in-
volves structural reforms,
which includes integration
with the world economy and
allowing more [rce trade of
goods, services and capitals.
"We are :I'achw a major
change in th: wetd whit:h is
pushing for a more open econ-
omy," he said. "How com-
bine all those policies, to

achieve the objective of ex-
port-oriented dw:lnpml:nt, is
not a science but an art,” Mr
Buchi added.

Deregulation, Buchi said,
does not an not to have
r:guhuum,fut to bring about
regulations related to the mar-
ket and not to provide protec-
tion.

On reform in labour rela-
tions, he noted that more
flexibility is needed in this
arca. He noted that trade
unions in Chile were allowed
to conduct collective bargain-
ing on an individual company
basis but were barred from ex-
erting monopoly power.

"You cannot have a system
where unions can force a sec-
tor to become uncompetitive
in a market economy,” he
added,

With a per capita indome of
3000 US dollar, Chile's gross
domestic product stands at 40
billion dollar while the growth
rate in 1992 stood at 10 per
cent. Capital Formation in-
creased from 13 per cent of
the GDP in 1984 to 21 per
cent in 1992.

Buchi went on to caution
that structural adjustments
alone would not benefit the
cconomy unless other coher-
ent reform measures are initi-
ated along with it. "You put all
the pieces (reform measures)
together and then you will see
the energy of the common
people will start to move the
economy.”

He strongly stressed the
need for a consensus on the
reforms among the political
leadership with a "minimum
critical agreement with checks
and balances”.

"The real exercise of
dem si to be able to pro-
vide the answers to the ques-
tions of the moment,” Buchi
added.

Buchi also stressed a com-
plimentary rather than a ad-
versarial relationship betwecn
the private sector and the gov-
ernment for succeeding in the
privatisation process.

Chaired by Professor Igbal
Mahmood of the Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology, participants at the
‘seminar also included parlia-
mentarians, politicians, diplo-
mats, industrialists and former
ministers and senior civil ser-
vants.
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Puhcu chnlmg students in t.he Arts Fuculty Buﬂdmg of Dhakn University dunng a rnid

yesterday.
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2.09 kg gold
recovered at
ZIA: 3 held

By Staff Correspondent

Customr.s and intelligence
ersonnel recovered 2.09
ﬂllngrlm- of gold ornament
and arrested three people late
Friday from the Zia
International Airport.

One of the arrested in-
cluded a security guard of the

Chrll tion Department, ofli-
cials ﬁ

Customs said that they ar-
rested the guard Shahjalal and
recovered 85 pileces of gold

| chains weighing 510 grams.

He was arrested by the

. Customs officials when he was

suspiciously moving about the
Customs area at about 2 am
Friday night.

Minutes after the arrest of
the Civil Aviation Guard,
Customs oflicials arrested two
passengers for misdeclaration
and recovered more than one-
and-a-half kg of gold from
Ltheir possession.

OfMicials said that Giasuddin
and Jamal Hossain, two pas-
sengers of the Biman flight BG
075 from Singapore, were ar-
rested for possession of illegal
quantity of gold.

Giasuddin was carryipg 896
grams of gold while Jamal
Hossain was found carrying

Four snatchers

caught red-handed |

group of people yesterday
ﬁntunhyr caught red-handed
four snatchers in front of
RAJUK Bhaban in the city and

handed them over to pnlire
" : v,

.....
.......

SKOP programme
to rally support

By Nazmul Ashraf

In a bid to ensure maximum
participation of various social
forces with {ts planned 72-
hour shutdown, due to begin
May 11, the Sramik Karmac-
hari Oikya Parishad (SKOP) has
drawn up a 21-day plan to
drum-up support for its
programme, competent sour-
ces said yesterday.

The programmes, sched-
uled ' to begin from today, in-
clude public meetings, bilat-
eral talks, way-side rallies,
processions and mass contacts.

According to some influen-
tial SKOP leaders, such pro-
grammes were needed to en-
surc that the political parties,
their front organisations and
different socto-cultural bodies
supporting the SKOP actively
participate to enfor¢e the
shutdown. Poor response from
the political parties scuttled
the’ mid-March 48-hour strike
of the trade unions, the organ-
isers admitted.

Despite its declared sup-
port for the failed labour
strike last month, the main
opposition Awami League did
not deploy its workers to en-
force the programme, the
SKOP leader lamented. An AL
leader explained that opposi-
tion by some influential party
lecaders-cum-industrialists to
the labour bodies’ demands
the last time had tempered

the AL's support to the SKOP
call,

................

The SKOP, during its 21-

day support-secking
grammes will meet tgclr
counterparts in the AL, Five-
Party and the PDF on April 21,
22 and 28 respectively.

The strike nisers  will
call on the CBA rs of the
BADC at 11 am today (Sunday).

Unlike previous occasions,
the SKOP, this time, has de-

" cided to bring the river trans-

port under the purvicw of the
May strike and a SKOP-river-
cralt workers’ meet has been
scheduled for April 27.

The 21-day programme
ending May 8, the deadline set
for the government to an-
nounce implementation of the
accord f{t signed with the
SKOP earlier will be followed
by review meetings about the
programme.

However, the labour lcaders
expressed their willingness to
respond to any call for a dia-
logue with the government
regarding implementation of
the government-labour bodies’

agreements.
The government had
signed, in late 1991, scparate

accords with the SKOP and
the Action Body on their de-
mands.

The SKOP has also detided
to observe May Day by holding
a grand rally at 4 pm on the

| day in the capital.

.......

Sheikh Hnmna addrﬂﬂa‘ing a discussion meet.mg on Muﬁhnagar Day at the Awarm LE&E“E

central office yesterday. |

IJC session
begins Apr 20

The nineteenth session of -

the International Jute Council
(IJC) will begin here on April
20, reports BSS.

The four-day LJC session
will be attended by representa-
tives [rom five exporting and
twenty-two fmporting coun-
tries of the Dhaka-based
International Jute Organisation
(IJO), representatives of UN
and international organisa-
tions, trade associations and
member countries.

The council will consider
the recommendations of the
committee on projects, now
on a three-day session here,
relating to project proposals,
pre-project activities and pro-
ject ideas and outlines.

3 get 17 yrs RI

A special tribunal yesterday
sentenced three youngmen to
17 ycars rigorous imprison-
ment each for possessing ille-
gal arms, reports UNB.

Special Tribunal and Ad-
ditional Sessions Judge Zalar
Ahmed Mina convicted S M
Habibullah alias Habib (30) of
Dakkhin Peererbag., Mirpur,
Talebur Rahman Taleb (25) of
62, West Rajabazar, Tejgdon
and Abdul Matin (28] of 72,
Maddhya Peererbag, Mirpur,

Dhaka.
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Mujibnagar Day
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ment unleashed repressive
measures on pro-liberation
forces on March 26 and Pahela
Baishakh in the same way as

.the police had done on Awami

League activists at Savar
Mausoleum on March 26,
1985, during the regime of
General Ershad.

The Race Course, which
was converted into a park and
named Suhrawardy Udyan by
the Bangabandhu government,
is the place from where Mujib
had delivered his historic 7th
March speech, llasina recalled
and added that it was also the
place where the occupation
army of Pakistan had surren-
dered to the valiant freedom
fighters after nine months of
bloody war.

“Every Bangali has a right to
visit this sacred place,” Hasina
said, adding the government's
restriction and police action
had failed to resist the people
from joining the Pahela
Baishak functions sponsored by
the Council for Celebrations of
the Year 1400,

The discussion meeting
was also addressed among
others by Abdus Samad Azad,
Syeda Zohra Tajuddin, Abdul
Mannan, Begum Sajeda Cho-
wdhury, Amir Hossain Amu,
Abdul Jalil and Mohammad
Nasim,

Another

report  from

Mujib r adds: The Day was
also observed here in a bcﬂt-
ting manner, renewing the
demand for making the place
second capital of Bangladesh.
As part of 1{ts 23rd
Mujibnagar Day programme,
Awami League held a meeting
here, attended by party
General Secretary Zillur
Rahman and other central

leaders.

Mujibnagar introduced
Bangladesh to the world com-
munity and brought recogni-
tion, Zillur Rahman said.

It Is the responsibility of
the government to observe the
Mujibnagar Day, he added.

The Awami League lcader
told the meeting that his party
already placed a resolution in
parliament seeking to make
Mujibnagar the second capital
ol Bangladesh, set up an inter-
national check-post there and
upgrading Mujibnagar to a full-
fledged thana.

It was addressed, among
others, by Convenor of
Mujibnagar Day Observance
Committee Prol Abdul Mannan
MP, party central committee
member Mukul Bose, Abdul
Awal MP, Meherpur District
AL President Hisaduddin and
other leaders from different
districts.

Earlier, the leaders placed
wreaths at the mausoleum.

T ——

Police raid
3 DU halls:
five held

By DU Correspondent

Police in a pre-dawn raid on
the three residential halls of
the Dhaka Untversity yesterday
arrested five persons and re-
covered some¢ arms and am-
munition.

Police raided the Zahurul
Huq Hall, Salimullah Hall and
Jagannath Hall at about 5.45
am , sources said,

The police action followed
shooting at a student leader
Friday near the Salimullah
Hall. He belongs to a [action
of Chhatra League (M-I) known
as Montu group

All five persons — Bishawjit,
Saidur Rahman, Abdul Matin,
Tariqul Islam and Habibur
Rahman — were arrested from

the Zahurul Huq Hall, police
sources said,

During a two-hour raid the
police recovered one pistol,
one revolver, one SMG, three

and about 42 rounds
of ammunition from the ar-
rested persons.

Besides, police also recov-
ered one revolver loaded with
six rounds of bullets, one SLR
magazine .and a telephone set
abandoned near a water drain

Zahurul Huq Hall.
rm'!'l?t police muurgﬂ said that
three separate cases were filed
in this connection.

DU tense
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year student of Management.

The BCL (M-L) brought out a
big procession on the campus
and held a rally at the Aparajeo
Bangla of the university yester-
day momning to protest the at-
tack on thetr leader.

The rally was addressed by
its leaders Masum Ahmed, Abu
Taher, Mahbubur Rahman
Chowdhury, Mizanur Rahman
Arzoo with vice president
Shakhwat Hossain Shaku in
the chair,

The BCL [(M-L) leaders al-
leged that the killers of Dr
Milon were unlenhinl

" eaars. However: iéf

leged that the Awami
backed BCL (M-I) shel all
the terrorists involved in the
killing of Dr-Milon. These
elements were responsible for
the shooting
The BCL (M-L) also de-
manded release of their men
arrested yestcrday morning
and arrest of the real miscre-
ants within 24 hours.
Meanwhile, the AL-backed

BCL (M-I), at a press ‘m

yesterday afternoon,

that Moazzem was shot as an
upshot of the internecine fcud
among the killers of the
former Organising Secretary of
Chhatra League Montruzzaman
Badal
The BCL (M-I} leaders also
added, an "identified terror
p" fired the gunshots in
?:'::t of the Teachers’
Students’' Centre (TSC] of the
University on the first day ol
the Bengali new year Wed-

The BCL (M-I} conference
was attended, among others,
by its leaders Pankaj Nath,
Alamgir Hossain, Dipak
Bhoumik and Kamruzzaman.

Meanwhile the BCL (M-I}
president Moinuddin, Hasan
Chowdhury and general secre-
tary Igbalur Rahman, in a joint
statement yesterday, con-
demned the continuing vio-
lence on the Dhaka University
campus and demanded arrest
of the killers of Muniruzzaman
who died in 1992,

Some other students organi-
sations yesterday brought out
processions on the campus
protesting the continuing vio-
lence.

The JSD (Inu) backed
Chhatra Lcague (B-K) held a
protest rally infront of the
DUCSU building which was
{ addressed by its central lead-
ers Ruhul Quddus DBabu,
Abdullahil Qunyum and Roko-
mu.:T-nn

Meanwhile, 92 teachers of
Dhaka University in a state-
ment Saturday strongly con-
demned the restrictions im-
posed by the government on
holding a rally at the Suh-
rawardi Uddyan on April 14.

They termed the govern-
ment attitude ‘heinous’ and
demanded installation of a
plaque at the park to com-
mcmorate the call for inde-
pendence by Bangabandhu
Shetkh Mujibur Rahman.

The statement was signed,
among others, by Prof
Mahtabuddin Ahmed, Bulban
Osman, Ajay Ray, M Shahi-
duzzaman, Dr Anwar Hossain,
Dr A K Azad Chowdhury, KA M
Saaduddin, Lalit Mohan Nath,
Hiran Sengupta, Shahadat
All, Dr Sheikh Abdus Salam,
Khandaker Ashral Hossain, Dr
Arefin Siddiqf, @ A I M
Nooruddin, Dr Sakhawat Al
Khan, Dr Durgadas Bhattac-
harya and Selim Ahmed.

HSC examinee killed
in road mishap

FARIDPUR, Apr 17 : An HSC
examinee was killed and 25
others were wounded when a
bus skidded into a wayside
ditch at Kalikhola in Sadarpur
thana today. The dead was
named Shahin, 20, a student of
Rajendra University College
reports UNDB.

DHAKA SUNDAY, AP'RIL 18, 1993

The Mf”dﬁigﬁfvﬂo

Sergeant, officer found guilty
for beating Rodney King
LOS ANGELES, Apr 17: The sergeant who supervised the

beating of Rodney King and the officer who delivered most of
the baton blows in the videotaped assault were found gulity
today of violating the black motorists’ civil rights. Two other
offlicers were acquitted in the case. Sergeant Stacey Koon and
police offlicer Laurence Powell face up to 10 years in prison
and fines of 250,000 dollars, reports Reuter,

Christopher wants delay
in ME peace talks

DAMASCUS, Apr 17: US Secretary of State Warren

Christopher tele

phoned an Arab meeting in Damascus today

and discussed possibility of delaying the resumption eof

Middle East peace talks by five days until, April 28,
said. Palestinians have demanded the postponement
talks, due to resume’ in Washi

es
the

ngton on Tuesday, insisting that

the United States and Israel must do more to solve a crisis
over [srael's expulsion of 415 Palestinians in December, re-

ports Reuter.

Presidential rule in Caucasus

MOSCOW, Apr 17: Chechen President Zhokhar Dudayev
today dissolved parliament and the government in the sepa-

ratist Russfan republic and imposed
ncy reported. Du

Interfax news
curfew from midnigh

presidential rule, the
dayev also announced a

t untfl 5:00 am in the capital Grozny,

Chechen Deputy Foreign Minister Geliskhanov told the news

agency, reports AFP

Ershad delegates power
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the fssue, saying that they
were going to make the pre-
sidium more effective.

When contacted over tcle-
phone, Mizan Chuwdhu? said
that "1 have no such informa-
tion” but he confirmed the
presidilum meeting on April
26.

He did not claborate why
two meetings of the presidium
were being held in one month.

The source said that 36 of
the 115 central members
submitted a petition to the
presidium pointing out several
‘anomalies’ at the highest
level and demanding
democratisation in the leader-
lhtp and pnndy constitution.

ssed in the
April Iﬂ meeting, he added.
Since f{ts launching in

January 1985, only one council
session of the Jatiya Party was
held at the 'Sena Kunja' inside
the Dhaka Cantonment when

Contraband worth
Tk 14 lakh seized

CHITTAGONG, Apr 17 :
Bangladesh Navy in co-ordina-
tion with the Customs authori-
ties recovered contraband
worth about Taka 14 lakh from
a foreign ship at the outer an-
chorage last night, an ISPR
press release said today.

reports BSS,

SPGRC hails PM

By Staff Correspondent

The Stranded Pakistanis'
General Repatriation Commi-
ttee (SPGRC) Saturday hailed
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia for raising the tssue of the
rttntrlltlun of stranded
Pakistanis during her meeting
with Pakistani Prime Minister

(Nawaz Sharif during the

SAARC Summit last weck.

The SPGRC-led stranded
Pakistanis living in and around
Dhaka and Adamjeenagar
brought out a truck procession
in the city in observance of
"SAARC Solidarity Week"” yes-
terday and hailed Khaleda Zia
for her policy of "Dal-Bhaat” for
all

The processionists, headed
by SPGRC chief patron Alhaj M
Nasim Khan, later in a stale-
ment hoped that Khaleda Zia
would do her best to uphold
the spirit of the joint declara-
tion' signed in Islamabad on
August 12, 1992 by announc-
ing a positive date of repatria-
tion of 3,000 familics in the
first batch.

Ershad formally entered full-
time politics,

That council session em-
powered Ershad with all-au-
thority regarding party allairs
and the constitution was
drafted making the party
chairman a veritable ‘autocrat’,
the source told The Daily Sear.

The source added that the
party had accumulated enough
funds to its Release-
Ershad’ movement but most of
the moves falled because of
‘Insincerity’ by some party
stalwarts.

He alleged that these 'k-:l

tnuk several mﬂm o

tn-nnftlu-jnlld
sometimes mu-..ﬂ

imaginary’ orders from Ershad.
“Possibly Ershad has re-
alised this and therefore taken
the decision to avoid misuse of
his name,” the source added.

Bosrnia
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have been a disaster,” Security
Council prestdent Jamshed
Marker of Pakistan told re-

porters carly Saturday morn-
ing.

The resolution approved by
all 15 council members Friday

included no enforcement pro-
visions and served as littk-
more than a threat.

Another report said,
Bosnian Serb and Bosnian
Muslim military chiefs have in
principle reached ment
on a ceasefire for the region
around Srebrenica, the truce
due to come into force at mid-
night (2200 GMT) today, a UN
spokeswoman said in

The commanders, mul:tlng
face-to-face at airport
today, also agreed to allow be-
tween 130 and 150 Canadian
UN peacekeepers into the be-
sieged Muslim enclave from
Sunday morning, said UN
Protection Force spokes-
woman Shannon Boyd.

Benazir
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. the country into such a diffi-

cult situation.

Bhutto 18 expected to leave
for Islamabad on Sunday for
consultations with her party
leaders on the possible conse-
quences of the present [riction
between President Ghulam
Ishaq Khan and Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharil.

Bhutto has been calling for
the appointment of an interim
government prior to early
elections.

increases.
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TO THE VALUED CONSUMERS

EXEMPTION OF INTEREST /SUR-
CHARGE WILL NOT BE ALLOWED
ON ARREAR BILLS ANYLONGER.

Please pay your Electricity Bill im-
mediately otherwise the amount of bill

Please pay your Bill immediately to
avoid disconnection.

Dhaka Electric Supply

Authority
(DESA)
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