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Sampras, Courier in HK final

HONK KONG, Apr
17: The world's
lop two tennis
players, America-
na Pete Sampras
and Jim Courier

will clash in the final of the
300,000 US dollar Hong Kong

PETE SAMPRAS

Open Sunday, reports AFP,

The dream final materi-
alised after world number one
Sampras and Courier, No.2,
won their semifinal matches in
contrasting fashion here
Saturday.

Defending champion Cour-
ifer easily defeated fellow-
American Micheal Chang 6-2,
6-3, "while Sampras struggled
to beat Isracli Amos Mansdorf
2-6, 7-6 (7-1), 7-6 (7-3).

Title-holder Courier, the
topseed here, has an additional
incentive to win Sunday as it
will give him the chance to
prove to the world that
Sampras —who stole his world
numbe} one ranking slot ear-

lier in the week — had better
not rest on his laurels.

Exuding new-found conli-
dence, Courier took 93 min-
utes to overwhelm crowd
favourite Chang.

"I'm looking forward to to-
morrow. I'm playing much bet-
ter than | did in Japan,” said a
contented Courier.

An impetuous Sampras, the
sccond seed here, was given a
bit scare by Mansdorf, ranked
30, before prevailing in three
sels,

Mansdorf, who a [ortni h‘ﬂ
ago beat Courier in the acmi[i‘
nals of the Salem Osaka Open,
scemed on course Saturday to
repeat that upset, taking the
first set 6-2.

That set was interrupted by
rain, with Sampras leading 1-
0. When the players returned
to the court after a 15-minute
break Sampras was totally out
of touch.

Impatient and overhitting,
the 21-year-old looked as if
the had lost all confidence in
himsell.

However, he managed to lift
his game to win the second set
on a tie-break.

in the deciding third set,
both players traded service
breaks twice belore it went to
a tie-break again. Sampras
once again prevailed to

_squeeze into the final.

Finding the winners when
it mattered, Sampras however
felt the pressure—at one point
lying flat on the court disput-
ing a line call in the final tic-
break.

Arch-rival Courier came to
Hnng

setbacks in two tourmnaments

in Japan—losing in the semifi-
nals in Osaka and in the third
round in Tokyo

But Courier ‘ahnwed he has -

recovered his confidence and
composure by having so [ar
blitzed all his opponents in
straight sets here in an impe-

Kong having suflered-

rious march into the finals.
The 22-:year-old Floridan
was completely at ease as he
rushed to a 3-0 lead by break-
ing Chang's [irst service game.
He then held serve and
emphasised his superiority by
breaking Chang again in the
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eighth game to take the first
set comfortably.

The second set went the
same way as the first with
Courier again taking a 3-0 lead,
breaking Chang in the second
game and then holding serve
to win the match,.

Hong Kong f[avourite Chang,
who was seeking his first title
in eight attempts here, was
forced into errors by the pin-

point accuracy of Courier's
flashing forehands.

But Chang had his chances,
squandering break points in
the third game in both sets.

“l let those opportunities
slip by. | started slowly in both
sets and never recovered,” said
a disappointed Chang.

NICE,
Apr 17
qualifier Marc
Goellner upset
top seed Stefan
Edberg, 6-2, 7-5,
Saturday in the semifinals of
the dirs 300,000 Nice Open
lennis tournament, reports AP.

In the other semifinal Ivan
Lendl was scheduled to meet
Frenchman Fabrice Santoro.

Goellner, ranked No. 95 in
®he ATP Tour list, surprised
Edberg. No. 3 in the world,
with big serves. The 1.95 me-
tre [6-foot-5] German used a
serve and volley game to jump
quickly to a 4-]1 lead in the
first set and hold on to win In
3] minutes.

France,
German

In the second set, it was all
even at 5-5. Then Goellner
took the lead at 6-5 and sud-
denly Edberg was serving to
stay in the match. He saved
one match point but a service
return winner by Goeliner sent
the German into his first final
on the pro circuit.

Earller on Friday Marc
Gocllner of Germany cruised
Inm semifinals with a surprise

6-0, 6-2 win over clay court
specialist Guillermo Perez-
Roladan of tina .

In today's semifinals
Goellner, ranked 98th in the
world, faces top seeded Swede
Stefan Edberg, who necded
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only 61 minutes to get past
Spaniard Javier Sanchez 6-4,
6-2.

The unheralded 22 -year-old
German used a strong fore-
hand to tame Perez-Roladan,
who had eliminated world
nurnhcr ﬁvr Goran Ivanisevic

Edberg falls to Goellner

in the previous round.

*I'm enthusiastic about
meeting Stefan Edberg. He is a
former world number one and
| admire him a lot,” Goellner
said.

Edberg, who has not met
Goellner belfore, said: “] was
expecting stronger opposition.
The last time 1 metl Javier on
this surface, he got two maich
points, But I'm feeling very
well and my physical condition
is excellent.”

Veteran Ivan Lendl recov-
cred from a poor start to de-
feat his former compatriot
Petr Korda of the Czech
Republic in another quarter-
final.

Fifth seed Lend]l lost the
first set 6-1 but then took total
command; overwhelming last
year's French Open runner-up
6-2, 6-0 in the next two sets.

[t was Lend!l's [irst win over
world fifth ranked Korda in
l[our encounters.

In today's semifinal Lendl
will play Frenchman Fabrice

Santoro, seedoed seven, who
won a tough battle over
Argentine Franco Idavin 7-5,
5-7. 6-2.

Basuki regains touch in time

PATTAYA, Thai
land, :Apr 17
Yayuk Basuki
recovered [rom a
. disastrous start to
defeat Wiltruid
Probst and set up a semifinal
clash with top sceded Patty
Fendick at the women's Open
here Friday, reports AFP
Basuki, the 1991 champion
but seeded eighth this year,
upsel third seeded Probst 7 6
6-3 aflter winning just six
points in the fArst four games.
But the Indonestan eventu-
ally found her touch and came
back to foree a ticbreaker,
which she won |08
The forchand was by the
outstanding feature of Basukis
game and always made her
look the classier player.
Having broken serve o lead
3-1 in the second set, she
double-faulted twice to help

Probst break back for 3-2. -

Bul Basuki, making some
good approaches and serves
and playing aggressively, re
gained her lead when Probst
double [aulted.

Basuki then held off four
break points before holding
serve for 5-2, and held a
match point in the next game,
which Probst saved with an
overhead.

She eventually closed out
the match on her third match
point when a powerful serve
forced Probst to retum the ball
wide.

“1 was hitting my strokes
like a beginner at the start, but
at 0:3 my game began to work.
| just played point by point to
gel back into it,” said Basuki.

Earlier Friday, Patty
Fendick emerged from a
stormy clash with Helen
Kelesi, winning 6-2, 6-3.

[3ut her viclory was over-
shadowed by Kelesis behaviour,
which drew complaints not
only from Fendick but from
Marianne Werdel, who was
distracted during play on an
dd]arenl court by the

Canadians frequent arguments.

Al the end of the first set,
an outburst by Kelesi at what
she considered a bad line call
on set point led to Werdel
shouting across to her to shut
up.

. Kelesi recelved a warning
for unsportaman -like conduct,
She then quietened down
briefly and turned the match
into a closely-fought contest,
striking the ball far more posi-
tively, while Fendick, begin-
ning to look a little tired,
made careless errors.

Kelesi broke serve for 3-2,
but Fendick broke back in the

next game.

"Palacios puts it ||
down to vendetta |

BOGOTA, Apr 17 : Ruben
"Huracan” Palacios, stripped
of his World Bexing
Organisation featherweight
title because he allegedly
failed an AIDS test, claims he
was set up by the British box-
ing authorities, reports AFP.

"They have never [orgiven
me since | beat Colin
McMillan for the title in
London last September,” he
said when he flew in here
from London.

"It's a Ax,” he added.

He claimed AIDS tests in
Colombia had all been nega-
tive.

The British Boxing Board
of Control test allegedly re-
vealed he was HIV positive
and he flew home on the eve

of his title fight with John
Davison.

"Davison didn't have a
chance of beating me. This is
a plot to rob me of my title,"
added Palacios who was to go
for an AIDS test in his home
town of Medellin.

Zarak Jahan in
British Open gtrs

LONDON, Apr 17: Zarak
Jahan Khan's fairytale come-
back continued when he beat
Australia's Mark Carlyon to
reach the quarter-finals of the
British Open here on Friday, .
reports AFP.

The 26-year-old Paklstanu
9-4, 9-2, 9-0 victory came two
days after beating another
Australian, former world
champion Rodney Martin, in
one of the biggest upsets in
O history.

Pfrfcit t:;ycxcited after beat-
ing Rodney Martin that | found
it impossible to sleep properly

" at night, and 1 felt tired. But

when | got on court | felt all
rights,” said Zarak.

The Pakistani's high-speed
court coverage and relentless
pressure was too much for
Carlyon, the world number 25.

His performance was all the
more impressive because his
career looked over just a short
time ago, in 1991 he missed a
year with a serious knee injury,
and he was then banned for a
further year by the
International Squash Players
Association.

He had to play six qualifying
matches in five days just to
reach the senfor competition
at Wembley, but he could now
become the first qualifier to
reach the semifinals at the
British Open.

His oppenent-in the last
eight will be the 14th seed
from England, Simon Parke,
who won In straight games
against his compatriot Del
Harris.

Jansher Khan continued his
defence at Wembley with an-
other straight games win that
illustrated his extraordinary
dominance of the squash
world.

The 24-year-old Pakistani
reached the quarter-finals by
beating Englishman Paul Lord
9-4, 9-0, 9-1 which means in
two maltches and nine games
he has conceded only [ive
points,

First round opponent,
world number 21 Julien Bonet
of France, failcd to win a single
point against the Pakistani.

Satellite tennis

result
KUALA LUMPUR, Apr 17:

Australia's Joshua Eagle de-
feated Germany's Axel Fin-
nberg 6-3, 6-4 in the second
leg of the four-leg Inter-
national Tennis Federation
Malaysian Satellite Circuit at
the National Tennis Centre
here Saturday, reports AP,

Third seeded Finnberg,
who won the first leg in Kuala
Trengganu last week, was de-
feated by the eight secded
Australian in 90 minutes.

Eagle won US dir 1,625
while Finnberg received dir
1,125

The third leg of the dir
50,000 circuit will be held in
Langkawi, 400 kilometres
(240 miles) northeast of here,
from April 18 to 25 and the
Masters' competition in Kuala
Lumpur from April 27 to May
2

Sport

Nadia Comaneci, the Romanian who dazzled the
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gymastics world with her brilliant performances in the Montreal

Olympic Games in 1976, congratulates American Shannon Miller after the latter won the women's all-around individual
event in the World championships in Birmingham on April 16

Miller denies Gogean gold

BIRMINGHAM,
Apr 17: American
Shannon Miller
cdged out Roma-
nia's Gina Gogean
for the world all-
round women’'s gymnastics
title in an enthralling final on
Friday, reports Reuter.

The 16-year-old Oklahoma
high school student wonby the
razor-thin margin of 0.007 of a
point as she captured the gold
f[rom Gogean, who almost
snatched victory with the last
routine’ of the night.

Tatiana Lisenko of Ukraine
was third with American
Dominique Dawes, who led go-

ing Into the final round, having
to settle for fourth after falling

when she landed her final
vault.

Miller, second in the all-
round event at the Barcelona
Olympics behind Tatiana Gutsu
of the Commonwealth of
Independent states who is not
competing here, won with a
total of 39.062 points.

Gogean complied 39.055
and Lisenko 39.011.

Miller came through bril-
liantly on her last two exer-
cises after two mistakes on the
beam had dropped her to fifth
place halfway through the four-
event competition.

She lost balance momentar-
ily after a series of three back
Somersaults. Then, more seri-
ously, took three steps back
when she dismounted.

"l just didn't go hard
enough for the landing.™ she
cxplained later. She was given
a score of 9.625, her lowest of
the night.

Dawes, her 15-year-old
teammate, had taken over the
lead at that point with Gogean
second and Lisenko, who won
two golds and a silver at the
Barcelona Olympics, fourth.

Miller moved up to third on
the floor with a stylish routine
that captivated the judges, who
gave her 9.825, enough to
send her to third behind
Dawes and Lisenko with only
her vault to come.

Her coach, Steve Nunno,
had a tough decision at that
point because Miller's primary

their final routines and Miller
was not yet safe.
Lisenko could manage only

Dawes, going for a big and dif-
[icult vault, almost sat down on
landing &nd plunged out of the
medals.

That left it to the petite
Gogean on the floor. She gave
it her all but a slight mistake
left her an eyelash short de-
spite a fine score of 9.800,

"l knew {f |1 did a lifetime
best floor exercise 1 had a
small chance to win. But |

Misiutin upstages Scherbo

BIRMINGHAM, England, Apr 17

. Grigori Mislutin of

Ukraine upstaged Olympics star Vitali Scherbo to win the
men's floor exercise gold medal Saturday at the World

W‘IIF'I
Misjutin scored 9.400

eight finalists to capture the gold

AP.

reports
points with the last routine of the

medal.

Scherbo, a Belarussian who won six gold medals at the
Barcelona Olympics, placed equal second with Britain's Neil

Thomas, who both scored 9.350.

vault, a full twisting
Yurchenko, i{s worth only a
maximum of 9.80 under rules
which award marks on diffi-
culty of elements.

She has been working on a
full twisting Yurchenko for

~which the optimum score is

the maximum 10, but Nunno
went for safety.

Miller responded with two
splendid vaults — they are av-
eraged to give a score — that
earncd her 9.775 and a virtu-
ally perfect 9.800 to move
back into the lead.

But Lisenko, Dawes and
Gogean had still to perform

made a small mistake on an
artistic move.

"But Shannon has been the
steadfest here. She deserved
to win,” the Romanian said___

Nunno said later Miller had
not felt well earlier in the day
and had not becn sharp in final
practice,

"We had to sit her down
and settle her," he said .

Miller, who led on all four
apparatus in the preliminaries,
will now shoot for further
golds in the apparatus finals
today and Sunday.

"l hope to win all four.” she
said.

— AFP photo

9.750 on the uneven bars, then | The

Malaysia for 3
more team Sports

in C'wealth Games

KUALA LUMPUR , Apr 17:
Olympic Council of
Malaysia will apply for inchu-

' sion of three more team sports
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Hﬂ'nl!'rl ofthl Bl.ﬂf_lldtd‘l ﬂmﬂl Cup lqund wh]f.:h \en?es for Qatar to take p.r.trt in the Asia-
Oceania zone championship today gave the photographers a moment at the National Tennis
Complex, Ramna yesterday. (Prom le ) Hira Lal, Faisal Syed Haque, Byzidur Rashid (non-

playing eaptain), Farhad Zaman (menager) .

Jamaly.

S H anuddm Waliullah Jhilon and Shovon

— Star photo

Tennis squad
leaves for
Qatar today

Sports Reporter

A six-member Bangladesh
national tennis team leaves the
city today for Qatar to partici-
pate in the Davis Cup Group C
matches of the Asia-Oceania
Zone, says a press relcasc,

The eight-nation weck-long
ITF tourney, sponsored by
MEC, will be held from April
19 to 25.

The participating countries
are Bangladesh, Bahrain,
Lebanon, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Syria, Singapore and the
United Arab Emirtes

Farhad Zaman and Md
Byazidur Rashid have been
elected the manager and cap-
tatn of the national team. The
four players are Hira Lal, Faisal
Syed Haq, Shaikh Mainuddin
Waltullah Jhilan and Shovon
Masud Jamall,

The Bangladesh team will
feturn home towards the end
of this menth.

Martin survives Pernfors' pressure
rY‘-

CHARLOTTE, No-
rth Carolina, Apr
17: Todd Martin,
the second seed
in the 275.000
US dollar men's
court championships,
survived a comeback attempt
by Mikael Pernfors but survi-
ved to advance to the
semifinals of Friday, reports
Reuter.

Martin, an American ranked
44 in the world, defeated
Pernfors, an unseeded qualifier
from Sweden and ranked 181,
6-4, 7-5. He will face Peru's
Jaime Yzage in the semifinal.

Third seeded Yzaga, ranked

63, cased past unseceded
American, Bryan Shelton,
ranked 108, 6-4, 6-4 to ad-
vance Lo the semifinals.

The other semifinal features
Switzerland's Claudio Mazadri
and Argentina's Horacio De la
Pena, both unseeded, who won
quarterfinal matches on
Thursday.

Martin got oflf to a quick
start against Pernfors, winning
the first two games at love. Bul
after training 1-4 the Swedc
fought back and broke Martin
in the seventh game with a
topspin lob, his best shot.
Pernfors evened the score at
4-4 but dropped serve two
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garnesl later to give Martin the
set, 6-4,

Pernfors was the first to get
ahead in the second set, lcad-
ing 3-1 but this time Martin
fought back, using his strong
serve as a weapon to even the
match at 4-4.

Yzaga confined to hit
smooth passing shots in the
second set and broke Shelton
in the opening game with a
forchand pass. The Peruvian
staved off a break point in the
sixth game; then held on to
serve out the match 6-4 on an-
other Shelton backhand error.

in the Commonwealth Games
to be held here in 1998, a
council official said Thursday,
reports AP.

The council wants men's
hockey, rugby sevens and lim-
ited overs cricket to be added
as medal sports in addition to
the 11 sports already ap-
proved, said the council's sec-
retary, Siech Kok Chi.

The application will be sent
to the Commonwealth Games
Federation executive board
mecting in Jamaica on April
23, Sich said in a statement
reported by the national news

agcmjrﬂemanﬂ.
In bidding for the |998
games against Adelaide,

| Australia, the council indicated

it was in favour of including

the three sports, in which
many Commonwealth coun

| tries excel, he said.

Pakistan is the World Cup
cricket . champion,  aund
Australia is the rugby union
World Cup holder.

Sich said Pakistan, Malaysia,
India and Australia were also
top teams in field hockey.

To cut costs, maintain high
quality and [airer representa-
tion, each competition will be
limited to 16 teams, he said.

The host country and one
representative each from the
six regions of the federation
will qualify automatically while
the remaining nine teams will
be sclected based on their
world ranking as approved by
their respective international
federations, he said.

The federation executive
committee must approve the
proposal before it can be sub-
mitted at the federation gen-
eral assembly in September for
final approval.

Netball is the only team
sport in the Commonwealth
Games schedule and will be
making its debut in Victoria,’
Canada, in 1994, The Games
are traditionally confined to
individual disciplines only.

The 11 sports marked for
1998 are aquatics. athletics,
badminton, boxing. ecycling,
gymnastics, shooting, weigh-
lilting. netball, lawn bowls and

squash.
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Yesterday's Crypt

ul A NERVOUS, MILD-

MANNERED GUNSLING R NEVER SHOOTS OFF HIS

MOUTH.

Today's Cryptoquip clue: ] equais R
The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one

letter stands for another. If

you think that X equals O, it

will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short
words and words using an apostrophe give you clues to
locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error.



