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Govt, UNITA agree
to share power

ABIDJAN, Apr 17: Angola's
government and UNITA rebels
reached an agreement in
principle to share power in
the Southern Alrican country
and the head of the UNITA
delegation said he believed a
ccasefire was attainable, re-

Reuter.

Pml'joint statement issued
peace talks in Abidjan,
nrl' lvory Coast, said the
nt agreed to improve
- a 1992 offer of minor govern-
ment posts for UNITA mem-

bers.

"The government of the
Republic of Angola and UNITA
hnw: that... the princi-
ple of a larger participation of
UNITA in the governmental
executive at the national,
provincial and local levels is
accepted”, the statement said.

UNITA delegation head

S mjgh

Jorge Valentim said specific
posis would be negotiated later
but would have to be positions
of real influence.

There are key Ministrics...
Prime Minister, Minister of
Defence, Minister of the
Interfor, Minister of Foreign
Aflairs, Minister of Interfor
Administration, all those posts.

. should look (at) some
of them for UNITA,” he said.

The wo sides, joined at

t sessions by UN mediators
afd US, Russian and
Portuguese observers, spent
the week secking general

ints of nt in a.nine-
Pu n.gem speciﬂca to
be k:[t to further talks.

A UN spokesman said deci-
sions on the release of prison-
ers and the provision of hu-
manitarian aid were likely to
be announced today.

Bﬂ&h ends Emirate trip: romer us pre-

sident George Bush left Kuwait late Friday

aflter a three-day

'vil!t and a hero's welcome as the Emirate's liberator from

raqi occupation, AFP reports

from Kuwait City.

Bu-h who was on his first visit to the Errﬂrnt:

awarded the mubarak medal, Kuwait's nighes

t distinction, hy

its ruler Shetkh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah who praised him as
the key player in the Liberation of Kuwait.
Prior to his departure, Bush visited US troops depbyed

here and conducting jo

int maneuvers with Kuwaiti forces, he

told them his tﬂphadh:cn“terrﬁlymﬂonn!nnd wonder-

fully fulfilling.”

Bush, who orchestrates the US-led military
ousted Iraq from Kuwait in February

of occu
of his

coalition that
1991 after seven months
by his wife Barbara, members

tary of Stae James BDaker.

Pﬂg?mg&res $ 3 lakh for Bosnians:

Friday gave a 300,000 dollar cheque to
Unitad Nations Secrctary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali to
Mlpﬂumhnm . Reuter from Vatican City says.

A Vatican statement said the had made the donatfon
in response to an appeal from the High Commissioner for
Refugees for contributions to help victims of the war in
Bosnian. z

The Pope and Boutros-Ghali discussed the fighting in
Bosnia, as well as confllicts in the Middle East and the
Caucasus, during a 45-minute meeting, the Vatican said. It
gave no details.

28 -Palestinians shot at in Gaza:

Isracli soldiers on shot and wourded 28 Palestinians,
two of them seriously, during clashes in the occupied Gaza
City Strip, Palestinian sources said, reports AFP from Gaza.

The clashes erupted during demonstration to mark the
fifth anniversary of the degth of Palestine Liberation.
Organization official Khalil-al-
Guerre as Bu Abu Jthad.

The worst fighting occurred in Gaze City, where troops
opened fire several times on youths throwing stones, the
sources said. _

CIA chief pays secret visit to Egypt:

Emnﬁmﬂdmwm?pddnm‘ﬂthmlthh
week meeting with President Hosnl Mubarak to discuss the
extent of Iranian support for militant Islam in the region,
official sources said . AP reports from Washington.

Woolsey, who office in February, was on an orien-
tation tour of several Middle Eastern and n countries,
including lsrael and Italy, said one source who spoke only on
condition of

Thﬂlhmﬂrﬂydurﬁmmdmnthtdﬁulnfltrwﬂl
for reasons of security.
Anuiﬂc’hlhnﬂhuﬂthhlltnur-ﬁﬂmhqm *
interested in hea Egr‘m-: ptian officials’ assessment of
the extent to which radical Is forces are geining influ-
ence around the Middle East with the military and financial

azir known by his Nom De

support of Iman.

Haitian army rejects US
plan to restore democracy

HAITI, Apr 17: A UN mis-
sion to restore democracy to
Haiti ended in [ailure Friday,

with army chiefs rejecting a
US backed plan, reports AP.

answer”, UN envoy
Dante Caputo, an tine
told at the

ﬂ“.hlt'ﬁhﬂﬂlﬂltﬂ:
ummfl.l-duﬂnnun
sarid

be found”, -
Looking drawn, he then

came o Haiti accompanied by
American threats to cut air
traflic to Haiti and mobilize
8,000 UN pers uniess
the army high command
stepped down and let ousted
President Jean-Bertrand
Aristide return within 60 days.

The source said army chiefs
did not belleve Washington
would follow on the
threats or that Aristide wpuld

carry out a amnesly
to leaders of the military coup
that overthrew him in

1991.

Capu'o said he would con-
sult with the secretaries-gen-
eral of the United Nations and
of American
States, which have sent more
than 100 human ts ob-
servers to Haiti as a first
lr-rdbﬂw back democ-

3

International &=
Serbs asked to halt onslaught

UNSC declares Srebremca a

haven for Bosnian Muslims

UNITED NATIONS, Apr 17;
The Security Council has de-
clared Srebrenica a haven for
Muslim civilians, demanding
that Bosnian Serbs halt their
onslaught, reports AP.

The Serbs were reported
within 1,000 yards (metres} of

' the enclave in eastern Bosnia,

and some news reports had
said earlier that Serbs had
taken the town. UN diplomats,
however, said that the Serbs
apparently did not move in.

*The fall of Srebrenica to
the Bosnian Serb forces would
have been a disaster,” Security
Council president Jamsheed
Marker of Pakistan told re-
porters carly Saturday.

A refugee

The resolution approved by
all 156 council members Friday
inclhuded no enforcement
visions and served as little
more than a threat.

The council would meet
immediately to tighten sanc-
tions of the Serbs' sponsors in
the Yugoslav republic of Serbia
if Srebrenica falls, a Security
Council ambassador said on
condition of anonymity.

Friday's resolution reaf-

firmed the Security Council's
condemnation of the Serbs'
‘ethnic cleansing’ removal
from contested areas, of
Bosnian Muslims and interfer-
ence with relief co

Before the vote, l'ﬂark:-r

horror aftﬂ ﬂuing the Muslim enclave of Brabrenmn.

said the UN decision-making
body hoped that when thc
council passed the resolution
"the Bosnian Serbs (will) show
restraint.”

The United Nations, which
has some 10,000 peaceckeep-
ers in Bosnia, has me in-
creasingly frustrated at its in-
ability to
stop their advance in the east-
e part of the republic in an
attemnpt to bring all areas un-
der Serb control.

UN oflicials reacted with
uncharacteristically frank ang-

- er when Bosnian Serbs killed

more than 50 civililans in
Srebrenica with a  ferocious
artillery barrage Monday — mi-

holda her crying child on Fnda in Lukavac Bosnia as she narrates tales of
—AFP/UNB photo

persuade Serbs to .

nutes alter their commander
swore to a cease-fire,
- In recent weeks, a bid to
ferry out Srebrenieca's wounded
hﬁcriizoptcr was disru by
an a to in
l French ﬂnﬂwm was re-
fused, and the UN force com-
mander in the republic, Maj.
Gen. Philippe Morillon, was
fnmndtntmnhmkfmannb
tempt to go to Srebrenica to
stand in solidarity with civil-
ians there,

A UN Security Council in-
struction that the 14 UN
troops in Srebrenica be rein-
forced has gone wunfulfilled,

'UN officials said nboul: 150
Canadian UN soldiers would be
permitted to enter Srebrenica
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He is behind gays

WASITINGTON:

Gay and lesbian activists who mer with

Pmﬂnntﬂlhtnnmthe&rﬂﬂﬂhcdufihcdhﬂnufrh .

supportive and firm in his §

commitment to fight dis-
crimination, AP.

They said he was behind
them in their struggles,
even if he doesn’'t attend
next week's rights
march in Washington, and
that he expressed confi-
dence he will be able to get
the ban on gays in the mili-
tary overturned.

Clinton said he could not
attend the march because
his schedule required him
to be in Boston.

"This meeting symbol-
ized the entry of lesbian and
gay people into the main-
stream of American life, and
it is the president of the
‘United States who, thmugh

mitted that to happen,”

said Tom Stoddard, executive dh-cctur:sl' lhc Enmpalg,n i-ur
Military Service, an ad-hoc group working to overturn the ban

on gays in the military.

Lottery cancelled

. for gun symbol

WASI-IINGTDH Local lottery

officials cancelled a 250,000

dollar drawing Friday after a w’uhlnglor. resident objected to

pistols pictured on the tickets, reports

AP,

Jon P Peterson complained in a leiter published in The

thingtnnPnﬁluiMmﬂly

that the gun symbol was not ap-

propriate for a city “sometimes called the murder capital of

the nation.”

The letter — the only complaint received about the game —

prom lottery

officials to cancel the game, which is pro-

under the name of "Aim to Win."

*We in no way intentionally promote violence.

In our

demonstration of support for a safe city, we are willing to in-

cur a financial loss by

eliminating this game,” lottery execu-

tive director Anthony S Cooper said in a statement Friday.

‘Yes, we've no bananas’

WASHINGTON: J

Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa

Human Rights Group says

99 Kashmiris killed in police hands

SRINAGAR, India, Apr 17: A
Hn:hmlr-hmd human ri ht.-

gﬁqiﬂdit

Itﬂ.lﬂi in k:*l.‘ in the
first three muntlu of this year
and added that the actual
number of victims could be
higher, reports Reuter.

The Jammu and Kashmir
Human Rights Movement
comprising lawyers and inde-
pendent Indian activists, said
as many as 127 Kashmiris may
have died while In police
hands between January and
March and another 36 have
been killed so far in April.

Police in Srinagar, summer
capital of India’s Jammu lnd
Kashmir state on Friday
turned threc bullet- nddlcd
bodfes of youngmen to their
relatives saying they were

Muslim militants killed in an

encounter with Indian security
forces. .
The relatives, attending a

funeral for the three, said two .

of the dead were militants of
the pro-Pakistan Hezb-Ul-
Mujabidzen and the third a
government employee. .
said all three were

captured by police on
Thursday and shot dead in cus-
tody.

Meanwhile, six people were
shot dead by Indian troops on
the India-Pakistan cecasefire
line in the north weslern
Kupwa-a sector of Kashmir,
Police said the six youths were
returning aflter training at a
camp in Pakistan for anti-
Indian guerrillas.

Pakistan 'denies regular
Indian charges that it trains
arrd arras anti-Indian militants.

Alleged custody deaths have

been at the heart ol separatist
violence sinee last week.

Yoday,+ hundreds of
protesters: flooded Lal Chowk
and burned down a building
being used as a barracks.
Fighting erupted between mili-
tants and security forces and
dozens of houses and shops
were burned.

Residents alleged the secu-
rity forces doused them with
petrol and set them ablaze.
The government has promised
an ulry. :

Police said at least 36
people were killed over the
weekend. They put the toll
since the beginning of April at
about 120 in a major surge of
violence in a rebellion that has
cost some 11,500 lives accord-
ing to police and hospital re-
ports, since Muslim separatists
laun-:'hl:d an open revolt in

1990,

On Tuesday, paramilitary
police used batons, fear gas
and shots in the air to disperse
hundreds of demonstrators al-
leging that five people, whose
bodies were taken to police
headquarters by security
forces, had been killed in cus-

India acknowledges that
some human abuses
have occurred, t it says
those found guilty have been
punished and that most of the
charges are militant propa-
ganda. |

Major international human
rights groups such as Amnesty
International and Asia Watch,
however, have backed
Kashmiri allegations of mur-
der, torture and rape by the
security forces.

used humour and the lyrics of an old American song Friday to
shrug off a recent comment by President Clinton that may
have offended some Japanese, reports AF. ;

Clinton was asked twice by Japanese reporters at the
White House Friday to explain his comment to Russian
President Boris Yeltsin that Japanese negotiators often say yes
when they mean no.

"l don't know whether to say yes or no," Clinton said
llh:n the issue was raised during a picture-taking session at

the start of his meeting with Miyazawa.

Miyazawa jumped in: "Remember the song, Yes, We Have
No Bananas?" He said that helps explain misunderstandings
based on the fact that “every language has its own peculiar-
ity.”
‘Tm Yes. That's it,” said Clintor.

Three hours later, at a news cnnfcrtnct conchuding the
meeting, the question was asked

'l;:'.!;t!ll]ﬂl‘ltﬂrflﬂﬂ'lt wuuldbcnndphcri!‘

could never say anything in an ofthand mannacr withowt

it turn into an !rlttl‘nlﬁunll incident,” Clinton replied.
"I remember when | was elected, someone in your country
suggested that presidents always spoke a lot of hot air
(nonsense) once they got clected. | took no offence at that.
That's a part of the daily life.”

The State ment has apologized for the remark,
which offended some Japanese but which Miyazawa has basi-
cally laughed ofl.

They survived for six-day
on chocolate bars

MOSCOW: Four British climbers survived for six days on
chocolate bars and melted snow after they blundered down
the wrong side of Europe’s tallest mountain, reportis Reuter.

The group, looking thin and weather-worn but otherwise
unharmed, told a news conference on Friday they started
heading down the north face of Mt Elbrus to escape driving
snow and biting 80 km hour winds at the summit.

But their adventure holiday turned into a nightmare when
they lost radio contact with their base further down the south

face of the mountain.

Fresh vow to ensure

MINSK, Belarus, April 17:
Leaders of the Commonwealth
of Independent States, thrown
onto the defensive by political
turmotl in Russia, its largest
member state, made new

pledges to ensure the group-

ing's future, reports Reuter.
"Rumours of the collapse of

the commonwealth have been
fully dispersed,” Russian tele-
vision said afler a one-day CIS
summit on Friday in Minsk,
the Belarus

Commonwealth leaders
economic, military and politi-
cal differences behind them to
throw their weight behind
Russian President Boris Yeltsin
and his [ree market economic
reforms.

“"What happened matched
my expectations,” Yeltsin told
a news conference. Everybody
said, “we need the CIS.”

Yeltsin, one of eight leaders
at the summit, faces a tough

| battle on April 256 when a ref-

crendum asks Russia’s 107
million voters if they support
him and his reforms.

He arrived in Minsk aflter
being laughed out of court by
Moscow industrialists when he
claimed that his government
was succeeding in fighting in-
flation.

He left with unexpected
sup from fellow common-
wealth heads, some of them
clearly afraid that defeat for
the Russian leader cduld cre-
ate even more lensions with
Russia and lead to attempts to
rebuild the Sowviet Union in

_some form.

*A threat o reforms and
dtnmcrnt_v forces people to
unite,” Russian Deputy Prime
Minister Sergei aral told

reporiers lﬂcr the meeting.

Ukrainian President Leonid
Kravchuk, whose Slav state has
clashed with Russia on a series
of political and economic is-
sues, told a joint news confer-

CIS future

ence that Yeltsin's oppo
in the April 25 poll mted l:n
restore the Soviet Union.

‘If somebody takes this
road, it will be watered with
lots of blood. The fate of the
commonweallh depends on
April 25, Kravchuk said as

Yelisin nodded in ment.
President Islam mov of

the central Asian state of
Uzbekistan said he fully sup-
ported Russia’'s actions under
Ycltsin's leadership.” I declare
categorically that we are Inter-
ested in the victory of re-
forms,” he said.

The 10-member common-
wealth arose last year from the
ashes of the Soviet Union, but
its leaders have skirted round
a series of key issues and dis-

an others.
‘p::- summit was preceded
by a forccast that the grou
had outlved its usefulness
was about to split.

Armenian fighters
bomb two

Azeri towns

MOSCOW, Apr 17: Three
Armenian fighter aircraft bom-
bed the towns of Fizuli and

in the South and east of
while

:zl:llel’tlnunieru

Pak ulemas protest
crackdown on Arabs

ISLAMABAD, Apr 17: A
grouping of Pakistani religious
parties staged rallies in several
major towns Friday to protest a
recent crackdown on Arabs liv-
ing in the northwestern region
bordering Afghanistan, reports
AFP.

The Mutahida Ulema
Council o ised the demon-
siration alfter Friday prayers

and witnesses put the number
of participants at several hun-
dred in the cities ol Lahore,
Islamabad, and Peshawar.
Sources in Peshawar, capi-
tal of North West Frontier
Province, said the operation
had slowed down after more
than 200 Arabs were rounded

up. .

Ninety eight Arabs were de-
tained when they could net
produce valied papers, while

the rest were released.

The operation was hunched
in response to reports that
Arabs, who had participated in
the l4-year anti-communist
war in Afghanistan, were abet-
ting terrorist actlvities in
Pakistan.

No official figures were
given about the number of
people still being held in cus-

It was also not clear
whether those In custody for
staying ![Ir:.nl!y in the country
would be depo

Spe nhi &etu a rally iIn
Pﬂhlw provincial chief
of the fundamentalist Jamaat-1-
Islami J1) party, Maulana
Gohar Rahman, demanded that
the government call off the

operation immediate.

S — i ——— —

Thai forces won’t |

allow Cambodians
to cross border

BANGKOK, Apr 17: Thai

‘Living with gun has become

KABUL, Apr 17: Life in the
war-scarred sireets of the cap-
tal seemns so surreal, as chil-

with you"
Bt s nowhere to be
found in Kabul

Euphoria followed the

Army withdrew in 1989
quickly came apart. for
were dashed the

pping. looting, rape and armed
robbery are common. Schools
and universities remain closed
and the country's best doctors,
lawyers and teachers have left.

Despite a dozen cease-fires
and end ess promises to share
power, the nine top rebel
leaders appear no closer to
peace than they were on April
28, 1992, the day the Comm-
unist sarrendered power.

"Livirg with the gun has
become a way of lile,” said
Saced Habib, a 23-year-old
rebel soldier manning a chec-
kpoint at Kabul's southern
entrance,

For thousands of years,
Alghanistan was one of the
E-vu crossroads of Asia.

ighty imperial armies, ne-
madic tribes and camel cara-
vans c¢isscrossed its deseris
and mountains in search of

a way of

riches and religion.

Today, Alghanistan les in
ruins, drifting Into anarchy,
isclation and backwardness.
Farms, vineyards and terraced
hillside Meclds have reverted
back to wilderness, lttered
with millions of mines that will
take decades to clear.

Kabu. is a microcosm of a
country in which the fragile
tthnic aw tribal patchwork is

nr-vebnt A mile-h
[I E.t lometer-high) t$

ringed by mountains, Kabul is
divldudlm the well-armed,

shift Innocent peaple are
snat off the streets

sentries who simply didn't like
the way they dressed, their fa-
ctal features or the way they

m“munllﬂuﬂq
all of Kabul was under our
control. If we had wanted to
capture r, we could

have,” said Defense Minister

oo pm-rn rebel Com-

lzfe in Afghamstan |

inflicted damage with more
verve than tl'lqv ever mustered
against the Communists.

The warring factions have
been encouraged by Pakistan,
lran and Saudi Arabia, the
three Islamic countries that

the ﬂrllndﬂ mi litary
and moral t:“ﬂ I'ur the
rebels during t
countries now are nnmpruu
to become the dominant force

in the ne urlr;'ctnw
Asian re les of former
wum

And thousands of foreign

Muslim militants whe came to

n to help fight the

invading Soviet .army have

even more militant.

They are determined to use

as & basec to carry

islamte fundamentalism to
other parts of the worlkdk

New govt formed
in Mali

BAMAKO, Apr 17: Mali's
Presidency Friday unveiled a
new mment alter the res-
ignation of the admjn-
jstration In the wake of viclent
student demonstrations in

Bamako, reports AFP.

The new t, led
by new Prime Minister Abd-
oulaye Sckou Sow, includes
among its 22 ministers, mem-
bers of two parties previously

in opposition. The previous
government in this former

French colony consisted of 19
ministers from five parties.

President Alpha Oumar
Konare named Sow as Prime
Minister Monday, two days
after the collective resignation
of the government of Younoussi
Toure.



