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When Lack of Patronage is the Fly
in the Ointment

by Fayza Haq

Ustad Matiul Khan, who played "Hem Behag”
at the Goethe Institut, Dhaka, recently, had this
to say about the state of "Uchango Shangeet in
Bangladesh, "I frankly feel that it is not being
practised, taught or apgreciated adequately.
There is talent but a dearth of qualified teach-
ers. There is also a shortage of eager and dedi-
cated students. | myself have created three to
four students who play and teach abroad. Safat
is there in America, Munni is in Canada, while
Promila is in Australia. They have begun insti-
tutes of their own abroad. Meanwhile, Shireen
Ahmed, Tawheed, Aditi Jamili do a good job of
handling eastern classica. music in Bangladesh.”

Dwelling on why

The "ustad” added, "You would be surprised
how loreigners in Dhaka are fascinated by
"Uchango Shangeet” vis a vis the Jocal people. 1
can remember; for instance, when | played at
Gulshan, at the house of an American, and found
the keenness of the foreigners most astound-
ing, considering that the Bangalees, in compar-
ison, show so little interest, although i#is an
integral part of their culture. The foreigners
studied in details my finger work with profound
interest, Had TV and the radio made people
here attuned to ‘Uchango Shangeet through
repetitions, a natural interest would have en-
sured. The students, listeners, and patrons

would have increased

"Uchango Shangeet’
is not popular in
Bangladesh, the
"ustad" said, "We are
not getting the nec-
essary encourage-
ment, | myself do
not discourage or
dislike any other
‘Shangeet' like
'Rabindra Shangeet’
or ‘Nazrul Geet{ or
even folk songs. The
basics of music in
'‘Uchango Shangeet'.
No song can be cre-
ated without the

as a conseguence.
This is my personal
opinion.”

The "ustad”
continued in the
same vein, "There
| are some who have
not learnt ‘Shangeef
in a proper way, and
yet they are now
teachers of music.
How can you expect
proper students un-
der such circum-
1 stances? The ‘sitar
i as an instrument is
nol easy to master,

ha.ﬂ

necessary 'sa-re-ga-
ma..." which ul- . .
Hroatcly 1o fom.  recently. Photo: R K Paul
chango Shangeet’, Classical castern music is not
popular in Bangladesh, because Bangladesh
radio, TV, the 'Shilpakala Academy' and the
'‘Bangla Academy' have not encouraged it or
taken an initiative to promote it.” :

When asked if "Uchanco Shangeel” was not
popular in Bangladesh because the basic lan-

guage often used in it was not Bangla, the "ustad”

replied, "The composition can be done in any
part of the Subcontinent. I will not say that
there are not listeners of “Uchango Shangeet”
in Bangladesh. The enthusiasts who are there,
practise and listen well. The followers, mind
you, are of a 'gnixed nature’ by which | mean that
some may not be great enthusiasts, after all, and
may like it only marginally. You heard me

perform at the Goethe Institut. I do not claim to

be,the best, while there might be even worse
players than me".

The "ustad” continued, "Ustad Abid Hussain
Khan, Khalid Hussain Khurshid, Yasin, Shomir
Rai and such players, handle the 'sitar’ well
with care and mastery. Besically, there is not a
good standard of 'Uchango Shangeet” due to
lack of adequate teachers. The good players, as
you know, have left for India e.g. Ustad Ali
Akbar Khan, as carly as in 1931 | myself was in
Calcutta with my father and learnt from him lor
ten years. | then took adimission in the fourth
year in the 'Alf Akbar Khan College of Music', for
completing a six years course. Having com-
pleted my studies, | came to Dhaka and worked
for the radio and TV in '58. | have recently re-
tired from Bangladesh radio, and the TV invites
me only infrequently, say twice a year. | can
only conjecture that TV does not encourage
‘Uchango Shangeet due to lack of interest of
the viewcrs.™

Ustad Matiul Khan piayi:ng at the Goethe-Institut

because of the rules
of the [ingering.
From '56 to '58, |
have practised ten hours a day.”

Discussing his following in Dhaka, the
"ustad” said, "] have some students, as 1 men-
tioned like Aditi Jamili, Shireen Ahmed, Col.
Suriaya Rahman (of CMH), and | have created
them within a short period of two to three
years. | believe that no other 'ustad' in
Bangladesh has achieved as much in so short a
time.”

When asked about how he made a living, he
"ustad” replied, "1 get Tk 10,000 a month, and |
have a house of my own near Rampur. | have an
only son, Firdus Arif Khan, who, incidentally
plays the ‘sitar too. I have a group of my own
with 25 students in the institution called
'‘Dhaibat’ based on the note ‘Dha’. | have made
two casettes, one in London, for which | was,
payed £5D0 years ago, and now | have another
produced in Dhaka whose sale depends largely
on foreign patrons. This contains not only clas-
sical but ‘thumri’, folk and modern music,
keeping the basic ‘'raags’ in mind.

The "ustad,” has encouragement from his
wife, Zohra Khanum, the daughter of Ustad
Khadem Hussain, and she plays the 'sitar’ too.

"I hope that classical eastern music will not
only exist but flourtsh in Bangladesh. With ade-
quate patronage, the enthusiasts and patrons
will increase. The basic notes and the ten basic
‘raags’ should be mastered, dealing with the
simple ones like ‘Emon’, ‘Kaff, 'Jainpuri’ and
‘Bilavil, at ihe outset,” he concluded.

It was an eye-opener to talk to the self-eflac-
ing and soft-spoken "ustad”, while one longs for
more performances like the one that he re-

cently presented, for the sake of the promotion
of classical music in Bangladesh.
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Tender

No: EBD:SB:HO: Tender: Jhenadah:
Scaled tenders are hercby

Bank

Engineering & Building Division
Head Office, Dhaka.

Notice

Dated : 74-93

invited for the following works from the Electrical

contractors who are cnlisted in Govt/Semi-Govt./Semi-Govt. organisations on the under

noted terms and conditons:
Y. Name of work

Supply and Installation of Alarm bell in various

Branches under Sonali Bank, Regional Office,

Jhenaidah.
Esumated Cost
Eamest Moncy

Tk. 1,32,000/-
25% of quoted amount favouring Dy. General Manager,

Enhgincering & Building Division, Sonali Bank, Head
Office. Dhaka in the form of Bank Draft/Pay Order/CD.
etc. 1ssued from any scheduled bank to be submitted
alongwith the tender which will be refunded after
complction of required formalities except the successful

tenderer
Scheduled time of work

1= months.

2. Tender documents will be obtained from the office of the undcrsigned up to
25.04.93 dunng ofTice hours on cash payment (Non-refundable) of Tk. 250/-(Taka

two hundred fifty) only

3. For permission of purchasing the tender document attested photo copics of the
following documents are 1o be enclosed alongwith the application o the
Superintending/Executive Engineer. If needed bank may ask for production of

ongmnal documents

a) Upto date Enlistment letter (s) and Trade licence
b) Up to dawe Income Tax receipt/clearance.

c) Uptodawe VAT Enlistment receipt

d)

€)

Up to date Electrical A.B.C. Supervisory & ABC Contractors licence.
Al least one cenificate from concemed authonties (Not below the rank of

Executive Engincer) regarding satisfactory completion of electrical works in
single tender and single work order in the past costing Tk. 1 (one) lakh or
above. Ongmal centificate and related work order shall have 1o be shown at the
time of purchasing tender documents.

4 Tenders will have to be dro

pped in the tender box kept

at the office of the

undcrsigned on 28-04-93 up to 15.00 hours to be opened at 15,10 hours on the
same day before the tenderers (if any present ).

3 Other Conditions

The tender rates will be considered valid for 120 days from the date of opening

Chowdhury Mahafuzul Islam

a)
the tenders
b) If the tender opening date falls in holiday the tender will be received and
opened on the next workmg day at the scheduled hours. 4
) Tenderers quoting total amount exceeding 10% above or 10% below the
estimated cost must have to enclose analysis of rates based on standard
P.W.D. analysis of quantities of materials, labours and present market prices
duly prepared and signed by the firms permanemt Engineer and the tenderer.
Otherwise the tenders will be rejected
d) The Bank rescrves the right o reject any or all tender and accept any tender in
pan or full without assigning any reason thereof
SB/PR/16/245/93
D-287

Deputy General Manager.

Metropolit

BUET undertakes
conservation study

on Dhaka city

Prof. M. Shahjahan, Vice—
Chancellor of Bangladesh
University ol Engineering and
Technology (BUET) yesterday
underscored the need for ar-
chitectural conservation to
bridge the present with the
past and also for ensuring a~
better environment, reports
BSS.

He was speaking as the
chief guest at the inaugural
scssion of a one-day seminar
bn "Architectural Conser-
vation” here. Organised by the
Asiatic Society of Bangladesh
(ASB), it was presided over by
Pro. A K M Nurul Islam,
president of the ASB.

Prof. Shahjahan informed
that a project on
Conservation study on Dhaka
city and its higtorical buildings
and areas” {s going on in full
swing by a number of teachers
of Architecture Department of
the BUET.

Prof. Abu H. Imamuddin,
head of the Architecture
Department, Prof. Hasna
Begum, General Secretary and
Dr. Shrifuddin Ahmed, Joint
Secrctary of ASB spoke on the

occasion. ”
Architect Shah Alam

Jahiruddin, Chief Architect of
PWD, Prof. M M Ali, Prof.
Muntasir Mamoon, among oth-
ers, pregsented their papers on
the seminar. '

IUB classes
begin

Independent University
Bangladesh (IUB), yesterday
started classes at its temporary
campus in Baridhara yesterday,
reports BSS.

A private untversity, IUB is
offering 4 years bachelor of
science degrees in business
administration, computer sci-
ence and environmental man-
agement and several other
fields.

The course offers graduates
high prospects of employment,
new business and higher study,
both at home and abroad.

CPB leader
, dead

By Staff Correspondent

Ashutosh Bharadwaj,a vet-
eran leader of the Communist
Party of Bangladesh (CPB),died
in the small hours of yesterday
at his residence at Rajbari dis-
trict. He was 82.

Born in Kotalipara of
Gopalgani, Ashutosh started
his political activities in the
Anushilan Party, an under-
Ezund terrorist group, during

school life.

Ashutosh, who was the
President of CPB's Rajbari unit
till his death, had to undergo
imprisonment several times

for political activitics.
Meanwhile, the Presidium
of CPB in a statement Saturday
condoled the death of
Ashutosh and expressed sym-
pathy to the members of his
bereaved family. The party will
hold a condolence meeting on
April 20 at 4 pm at its central
ollice at Purana Paltan to pay
tribute to the late leader

ot
BTV
Sunday

5:00 Opening
announcement
Al-Quran
Programme summary

5:10 News in Bangla

5:25 Cartoon: The Secrects
of Drawing

5:35 Sports programme

6:30 Ma o Shishur Sasthya

6:55 Open University

7:25 Tagore songs

B:00 News in Bangla

8:30 Probaha

9:00 Film: The Wizard

10:00 - News in English

10:30 Sur Lohort

11:30 Khabar/The News

11:40 Monday's programme
surTuUNary

11:46 Closing
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The maximum tempera
terday (Saturday) of 37.2 de
Satkhira and the minimum o
both Srimangal and Sylhet.

The sun sets today at 6:2]1 pm and rises tomorrow at 5:34

Aarm

The maximum and the minimum temperature and humid-
ity recorded in some of the major cities and towns of the

country yesterday were:

Cities/ Towns Temperature in Humidity n
degree Celsfus percentage
Max Min 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 35.8 23.2 82 35
Chittagong 31.0 21.1 90 78
Rajshahi 348 23.2 64 28
Khulna 36.2 23.2 75 39
Barisal 34 .0 20.8 B5 75
Cox’'s Bazar 3156 23.0 73 78
Sylhet 30.0 20.4 100 70
Dinajpur 33.4 22.8 82 49
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Tribal people from Bandarban
at the TSC in the city yesterday.
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on the life and culture of Murang
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- Jute officers
submit memo
to Biswas

4

A 25-member delegation of
the Jute Industries Officers
Association called on President
Abdur Rahman Biswas at
Bangabhaban yesterday and
submitted a memorandum
containing various problems
facing the jute industries of
the country, reports UNB.

President Biswas said the
government was aware of the
situation and making allout ef-
forts for its improvement.

He advised the officials to
work harder with utmost sin-
cerity and help the govern-
ment in {improving the situa-
tion to make jute an economi-

cally viable sector.

Jute has been facing stifl
competition with synthetics
and other artificial fibre, the
President told the officers,

The accommodation crisis
{s equally acute in the residen-
tial halls for female students of
the Dhaka University.

A male student can live in a
mess in the city, what a female
student can not.

Besides, a huge number of
female students from distant
parts of the country are getting
admission in Dhaka University
nowadays.

Many of them do not have
accommodation facilities in
the city. Moreover, it is so
tough to continue the study liv-
ing in relatives’ houses, some
resident students of Rokeya
Hall and Shamsunnahar Hall
mentioned.

Currently, according to
available statistics about 2300
students are staying in the
three residential halls meant
for the female students. These
are Rokeya, Shamsunnahar and
Bangladesh-Kuwait Friendship
Womens' hostel. Only about
20.74 per cent female stu-
dents get accommodatfons in
these halls, sources said.

Hall sources said, the total
capacity of these three halls s

1935. : =
§aud1 minister
lauds role of

Bangladeshi
doctors

The visiting Health and
Family Welfare Minister
Chowdhury Kamal Ibne Yusul, |,
had a meeting with his Saudi
counterpart Sheikh Faisal Al-
Hegelan at his office in Riyadh
yesterday, according to a re-
port received here, says BSS.

The Saudi minister was as-
sisted by adviser to the minis-
ter, Director General, Ministry
of Health and other sentor ofli-

DU: Accommodation crifs—lll

2300 girl students live
against 1935 seats in halls

By Masud Arif

A large number of girl stu-
dents are staying in the halls
taking 'doubling permission’
from the hall authorities.

It is really tough and unhy-
gienic to accommodate five or
six students in a three-seated
room”, a resident of Rokeya
Hall told this correspondent.

"But anyhow we have to stay
in the residentiai halls of the
university”, she added.

Like the residential halls of
the male students, the resi-
dents of women's halls also
face same problems in con-
nection with reading room,
dinning hall and TV room, hall
sources said.

Provosts of the Rokeya and
Shamsunnahar halls while talk-

ing to this correspondent Said
"Despite dillerent problems we

try to accommodate the stu-
dents.”

"We somehow accommodate
those students who really need
seats in the hall even in the
first year,” they added.

Meanwhile, hall sources
said there were some students
who applied and got allotment,
but did not stay in the halls.
This was also adding to the ac-
commodatijon problems in the
halls.

Some foreign girl students
stayed in the Shamsunnahar
Hall, hall sources said.

Regarding the accommoda-
tion of the foreign girl stu-
dents, the Provost of the
Shamsunnahar Hall told this
correspondent that they tried
to provide single rooems to
them.

Currently 10,942 female
students are attached with
these three residential halls,
according to available sources.

The DU teachers observed
that the number of female stu-
dents was increasing day by

day.

Sircar meets
UNESCO DG
in Turkey

Education Minister Jamiru-
ddin Sircar, now leading a
Bangladesh delegation to the
international congress on
population education and de-
velopment being held in the
Turkish capital, had an exclu-
sive. meeting with Director-
General of UNESCO Federico
Mayar Friday, according to a
message received here, re-
ports BSS.

He discussed matters relat-
ing to UNESCO assistance to
Bangladesh in promotion of
education.

The Education Minister
during the discussion focussed
on the possible areas where,
UNESCO-assistance could be of
much benefit in development
of education in Bangladesh.

BIT exam
date shifted

CHITTAGONG, Apr 17: All
semester examinations and the
fourth year final examination of
Bangladesh Institute of
Technology (BIT) here will
now be held from May 9 in-
stead of &pﬂl 18, reports BSS.
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Happy Birthday %

to

Shareque Rahim

from all the
Garments Betis

# Happy Birthday ;j

to Lamiya

from

Someone very
| special |
[Guess who?] |
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He served as the house

~ Thana- Rupganj

pllylltill'l- pathologist

OBITUARY

.Dr. Akhlmgur. Rahman (72),
Son of Late Dr. Abdur
Rahman of Vill. Pufina,
. Dist. Dhaka
and the eldest son-in-law of
Late Khan Bahadur Abdul
Khaleque: died on 16th
April 1993 at Sarwardi
Hospital. (Innalillahe

Rajeun.) He was buried at
Banani Graveyard the same

day
of Dhaka

Medical College Hospital and also held the position of
Sivil Surgeon, Comilla. He retired as the Deputy Director,
Institute of Public Health Dhaka. He left behind his wife,
one daughter two sons and Innumerable admirers

All his friends,

, relatives are requested o

attend his Qul-khwani on 19th April (Monday)alter Asar
prayer at his Science Laboratory residence.

cials of his ministry.

The Bangladesh minister
was assisted by Bangladesh
Momen
Chowdhury, members of his
entourage and senjor embassy
oflicials.

During the meeling, the
Saud{ Health Minister appreci-
ated the contribution and role
by Bangladesh medical per-
sonnel at various levels and in
different hospitals of the
Kingdom. He apprised the
Bangladesh Minister about the
services rendered by the gov-
ernment custodian of two holy
mosques to all residents and
explained the ambitious
scheme on primary health care
under which two thousand
units will be set up all-over the
Kingdom.

He indicated that services
of required medical personnel
from Bangladesh at various
levels including multipurpose
medical assistance could be of
significant importance. Both
sides a to examine this
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D temperature may rise

By Staff Correspondent

Weather forecast for the next 24 hours commencing 6:00
am today (Sunday) says, rain or thundershower accompa
by temporary gusty wind is likely
Mymensingh, Tangafl, Comilla and Sylhet while weather is
likely to remain mainly dry elsewhere over the country.

The Met office forecasts, day temperature may rise by one
to two degree Celsius over the country.
ture of the country recorded yes-

proposal in detail.
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Celsius was reported [rom
20.4 degree was reported from
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CRICKET
CHAMPIONSHIP

Semi-Final

Enjoy the enthralling 2 day
encounter between the winning

teams.

A breath-taking spectacle of the
clash of the willows. The quest
for Cricket supremacy. Finding

expression in the Gold Leaf

Trophy 1993.

Venue:National
Stadium No. 1
Date :April 18,19 1993
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