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BIRMINGHAM,
England, Apr 16:
Vitaly Scherbo of
Belarus under-
lincd his overall
supremacy in me-
ns gymnastics on Thursday
night by adding the world all
round title to the Olympic
crown he took in Barcelona
last year, reports Reuter.

The 21-year-old f{rom
Minsk started slowly, flinishing
only 12th in his first apparatus
of the night, the rings

But a superb vault on his
sccond excrcise lilted him to
third place. He then took the
lead bn the parallel bars and
held it through the last three
disciplines,

Scherbo who won six golds
in Barcelona, finished with
56.174 points, slightly below
his total when he led the pre-
liminaries on Wednesday.

Russian Sergei Charkov
spurted up the field at the end
ol the evening to take second
place while Andreas Wecker of
Germany snatched the bronze,

Defending world all round
champion Grigori Misutin of
Ukratne struggled vainly
against a serious shoulder in-

jury which hampered him on

the rings and the bar and fin-
ished 12th.

"l am very glad to win a title
| have not won before,” said
Scherbo, who secured his vic-
tory despite having only two

weeks to prepare for the
event.

But he has retained his per-
forming edge by giving a suc-
cession of exhibitions recently
in the United States.

"Tonight | feel a lot better
than | did yesterday because |

won and I'm not as tired be-
cause | slept eight hours last

night,” said Scherbo, who
complained of [atigue on
Wednesday .

The former Soviet team has
now broken up and Scherbo
was asked how it felt to win for
Belarus instead.

"I was very happy to com-
pete under the Belarus flag.
Obviously a lot of people there
know me and I'm I:pr to win
for them,” he repl

lle said he was not having
particular difficulty with the

VITALY SCHERBO

rings, despite his low mark on
it in the final and despite fail-
ing to reach the rings appara-
tus final at the weekend.
"Tonight it was my f[irst
event and | was second on it
The judges had nothing to

Scherbo asserts his supremacy

compare my routine with.

‘It was hard for them to
give me a score | might have
received later,” he explained.

His score of 9.125 on the
rings out of the maximum of
10 was his lowest, bul he im-
mediately atoned with a superb
vault, a Yurchenko double
twist, that earned him 8.537,
his highest mark.

e was rock solid in the
remaining four events.

Charkov's second place
marked a fine comeback for a
gymnast who has done little
since helping the  Soviet
Union to the team title at the
1988 Olympics.

Four leg operations and a
chest operation have kept him
on the sidelines for two yecars.
"So I'm very happy with what |
did,” he said.

Wecker was pleased to
break up the monopoly of the
gymnasts from the old Soviet
Union, who placed nine in the
top 10 in the preliminarfes
and seven in the top 10 in the
final.

The German suflered a back
injury training on the hortzon-
tal bar on Thursday morning
and it threatened to knock
him out of the competition.

"But | had physiotherapy, an
injection, hot plaster and f{t
loosened up a bit," he said.
“This alternoon | didn’t think |
could go on but after the gen-
cral warm-up | decided to
compete.

"l couldn't do everything on
the bar that | wanted to do
tonight but I'm happy to break
in to the domination of the old
Soviet Union,” he said.

"That has been my goal for a
long time,”

Denark B Rennlth Carllen mnkn E backhand return |
against American Brad Gilbert during their second round
tie of the Hong Kong Open of April 15. Carlsen beat Gilbert

64, 6-4.

— AFP photo

An opponent is what Holmes needs

1 BAY ST. LOUIS,
Miss, Apr 16:
There is only one
thing missing for
larry Holmes to
complete his co-
meback quest for another
hea t title shot: a top
opponent, reports AP,

The former champion says
he has the will, the lnd
the financial backing to .
current titl:l'nklsc:r or top mn-

Palacio tested
HIV positive

LONDON, Apr 16: The Wor-
id Boxing sation confir-
med Friday that Colombian
boxer Ruben Palacio, ltrlppe%
of his world futhmig
title, had tested positive
the AIDS virus, reports AP.

"l do have positive prool of
that from the British doctor,”
WBO championship committee
president Ed Levine said.

Palacio, 30, failed a routine
medical examination - -in ad-
vance of his scheduled title
defense against British boxer
John Davidson in Washington,
England on Saturday.
~ "All | can say is that he just

didnt meet the medical crite-
rfa that the British Board re-
quires,” said Alan Trotter, the
British Board of Control
doctor who carried out the
test. i

, Levine said the WBO had no
choice but to strip Palacio of
his title.

"It's a kind of disease that
can be s via blood con-
tact, boxing is a sport
where that is likely to hap-
pen,” Levine said. "You have to

so as not to endanger his op-

mcnturﬂwrtfmnrany
y else that may come in

contact with him."

Levine said the incident was
unprecedented on the cham-
plonship level.

L~

tender, but that the
"pretenders” will not take his
C g

And the clock is for

-Homes, who turns 44 in

anemb-l:r He even is talking

about retiring, again.
‘No one, not Lennox Lewis,

Riddick Bowe, George

Foreman. To Morrison or
Alex Garcia, l-r::nLrn willing to
step forward and fight Holmes. -
He ujd if he can't sign a title

" LARRY HOLMES

fight shot by
fight May 18 will be his last.
"This will be goodbye to
bexing,” said Holmes, who has
a 57-4 record with 39 knock-

June, a scheduled

outs in 20 years. "Boxing has
been good in general, but not
the promoters. Those _guys are
shying away from me.”

But Holmes really does not
want to leave until he has a le-
gitimate shot to regain the ti-
tle he lost to Michael Spinks
in 1985 after holding it for 7
1/2 years.

"Casino Magic and Big
Wheel Promotions are willing
to put up the for me to
come in to fight a world
Lhnmpinnuhip or a top con-
tender,” Holmes said after

-

beating Ken Lakusta here
Tucsday night. "We're ready to

. do ir.”

"All we need is a top con-
tender to get in the ring and
beat me up. If they do that, we
know it i{s time for Larry
Holmes to get out of the ring.”

Alan Dunnes, a spokesman
for Casino Magic, said that
Foreman, who will [ight
Morrison in June for the va-
cant WBO heavyweight title,
turned down a dirs 9 million
fight against Holmes.

Dan Duva, manager for WBC
champion Lewis, has said
HHolmes is not in their plans,
while the camp of WBA-IBF
champ Bowe said that a fight
with Holmes is  conceivable.
Lewis and Bowe both have title
defenses in’ the next two

* months.

While fighting a battle out-
side the ring to get another ti-
tle shot, Holmes has continued
his career inside it. He has
won three fights in Mississippi
this year, the latest against
fermer two-time Canadian
heavyweight champion Lakusta.

"Maybe the way, | looked
against Lakusta these guys will
come out and fight me,” said
Holmes, who is 9-1 since
coming out of a three-year re-
tirement in 1991, "These guys
scem like they are fighting
guys that can't fight. Maybe
they think I have hit my peak
and will come out and fight

[T

me.

Holmes set the tone early
with a serfes of solid left jnba.
against Lakusta, who didn't an-
swer the bell for the eighth
round because of a cut under
his left eye.

Last month, the former
champion needed just four
rounds to beat Rocky Pepeli
after using the jab to open a
cut above the left eye. He won
a 10-round decision over
Everett "Big Footl™ Martin in

Jamaary.,

BIRMINGHAM,

England, Apr 16:
Scott Keswick
sque-ezed iInto
the men's all-
round final at the
1993 World Gymnastics
Championships on a
technicality in 28th place,

reports AP,
He wound up ninth.

The 23-year-old from las
Vegas finished the qualifying
rounds four places outside the
top 24 who were due o
progress to challenge for the
title.

But the rules state that only
two competitors from each
country are allowed in the final
rounds. With competitors with
higher scores eliminated,
Keswick steadily moved up to

fy in 23rd spot.

He took full advantage of his
appearance alongside the elite
of-thé.sport by finishing higher
than he had ever done belore
in an international competi-
tion, ninth, and registering the
night's best score on the high
bar.

"It was an unbelievable
feeling and a great way to fin-
ish the competition,” he said
alter completing his high bar
routine.

His previous highest placing
was l0th at the 1991 World
championships in Indianapolis,

United States men since the
1983 competition.

After his first discipline
here, the floor exercise,
Keswick was lying in equal

Saga of a lesser star

then the best finish for the.

1 7th spot.

A 9.000 on the pommel,
9.325 on the rings, B.925 on
the vault and 9.225 on the

| bars ifted him to equal
10th before his great showing
on the high bar took him to
ninth with a total of 54.875.

Of those placed above him,
only one — Andreas Wecker of
Germany — did not come from
the former Soviet Unton. The
winner was Vital Scherbo,
from Belarus, who won six
golds at the Olympics last

Keswick's goal had been to
make it into the top ten, and
he put his improvement over
his qualifying performance
down to concentration.

During his preliminary
round he totalled only 53.425
after scoring 8.625 for hil
floor exercise, 8,700 on
pemmel, 9350 ﬂl‘:m‘zﬂm
on the vault, 8.650 on parallel
bars and 9.425 on the high bar.

"l lost concentration in the
preliminaries,” he said.

"Tonight 1 was very deter-
mined to concentrate and hit
all my routines.”

Coach Yefim Furman shared
Keswick's delight...

Tonight Scott performed
very well, starting [rom floor
exercise throughout the other
rotations,” Furman said. "We
are looking forward to the in-
dividual events also.”

Keswick will compete in
the rings and high bar in the
individual finals which take

place Saturday and Sunday,

Edberg on course

NICE, France, Apr 16:
Sweden's Stefan Edberg will
play German qualifier Marc
Gollner in the Nice Open
semifinals, reports AFP.

Edberg, the top seed, beat
Spain’'s Javier Sanchez 6-4, 6-
2 in his quarter-final on Friday
while Gollner, ranked 95th in
the world, defeated Argenti
Guillermo Perez-Roldan, 6-
6-2.

Angry Berliners don't want the Olympics

BERLIN, Apr 16 :
Anarchists armed
m with eggs, paint
bombs and rocks
will roam the
: Berlin streets
this weekend to deliver what
will be a final blow
eqhc}»gty'l troubled bid to
host the 2000 Olympics,

reports AFP.
Their target will be 11
International Olympic

Committee (IOC) members,
making a tour of Berlin's
sports facilities escorted by
fretful city officials, who fear
that any outbreak of violence
will crush their hopes.

Enormous prestige is riding
on Berlin's campaign to out-
shine fts rivals before the 10C
decision in Monte Carlo on
September 23 that will name
the Games host.

Chancellor Helmut Kohl has
put his name on the line,

Berlin, reunited cap-
ital of a reunited coun th:
ideal place for."a great
of tolerance and mutual undcr
standing.”

Despite the increasing
strain on Germany's finances,
Kohl has promised to pump
money into new sports
grounds, apartments and
transport links, if the bid suec-
ceeds.

But despite Kohl's support,
plus a {at war-chest and a glit-

tering array of facilities to -

show the [OC, Berlin's cam-

paign has been dogged by
l-cnnd:lnndmnm-rq:.

— Olympia GmbH, the city

'pmmutinnal vehicle, put tt:r

gether a secret file of the 92
IOC members, compiling de-
tails about their sex lives, taste
in music and cooking, al-
legedly in a bid to influence
them. The firm denies any
such intention but has apolo-

gised and says it has destroyed
the document.

— Allegations of fraud and
nest-feathering by - former

HELMUT KOHL

promotion executives, involv-
ing as much 'as three million
dollars. Police are investigat-
ing,

— A chorus of criticism,

ranging from the cost
(especially Berlin's claim it will
clear 150 million dollars in
profit) to concern that neo-
Nazis will seek to turn the

Games into an orgy of national-
ism.

BECKER WORRIED
Among those worried is

',t:nnta star Boris Becker,
whose flancee, Barbara Fl:ltus

is of mixed parentage.
ere are enough right-

wing extremists in Germany

who would start talking about
the ‘'master race' if we win lots
of. medals in the Olympic
Games,” he said last year. "On
top of that, it's in Berlin. I

BORIS BECI{ER

don't think you should throw
petrol on thc flames."

Now, the thriving commu-
nity ol anarchists, ecologists
and
been part of West Berlin life
for a quarter-century has
launched a cam aimed at
wrecking the city's chances for
good.
A loose but
lHance,

powerful al-
called Anti-Olympia

thrill-seekers that has’

Coordination, has called for a
demonstration this Sunday at
checkpoint Charlie, the former
crossing point between the
east and west sectors. It hopes

for a peaceful turnout of

10,000,
Subverting the official pro-

motion campaign, they have
printed posters of Olympia's
mascot, a little yellow bear, but
this time rasping its tongue
rather than smiling benevo-

. lently.

A. radical variant features
the same bear with a Hitler
moustache dnd haircut, a re-
minder of the disastrous 1936
Games.

The protestors have sent
out a video to each IOC mem-
ber, showing scenes of anar-
chist riots in Berlin, including
the egg and paint-bomb attack
on President Richard wvon
Weizsaecker at a rally last year.

Since September 1991,
there have been sporadic acts
of vandalism against Olympia's
offices and cars, and attacks on
banks and businesses support-
ing its campaign. There have
been no casualties. has
been minor but headline-mak-

mﬂfn the latest incidents,
small firebombs exploded early
Wednesday at two Berlin de-
partment store, including the
glitzy Kaufhaus des Westens
(KADEWE], the city's equiva-
lent of Harrods.

The atiack was claimed by a
group calling itsell the "Axel
Nawrocki Commando”™ — alflter
Olympia's own chiel executive.

Both of them
want a knockout

ROME, Apr 16: Defending
champion Giovanni Parisi and
challenger Michael Ayers agree
that a knockout is the most
likely outcome for their World
Boxing Organization light-
weight title fight at Rome's
alaEur Friday nlght reports
AP,
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Topguns in HK Open semifinals

16: n.mﬂ:

ampion Jim

jer of the umm:l
States beat fellow
American Patrick
McEnroe 6-2, 6-3 Friday to
lead the top lour seeds into
the semifinals of the dirs
275,000(US} Salem Open, re-
ports AP.

Courfer broke McEnroe, a
wild card entry, in the first
and third games to win the
first set and then earned
breaks in the first and fifth
games of the second set before

| McEnroe earned a break of his

own in the sixth,

“He came back strongly in
the second set.” Courfer said.

The victory moved Courler
into a Saturday meeting with
No. 3 Michael Chang who out-
lasted Denmark’'s Kenneth
Carlsen in the first set before
winning 7-6 (8-6), 6-2.

C lost to Courier in last
year's final and predicted
"another tough match.”

Also advancing to the semi-
finals was No.2 Pete Sampras
who defcated seventh-seed
and fellow American David
Wheaton 6-4, 6-4. Sampras,
ranked No. 1 by the ATP Taur
but who was seeded before he
eamned the ranking last weelk,
said he had recovered fully
from the diarrhea he was
stricken with on Thursday.

He meets lourth-seed Amos
Mansdorfl of Israel, who beat
sixth-seed Brett Steven ol New
Zealand, 7-6(7-1), 7-6 (7-5).

Earlfer on Thursday, New
world number one Pete
Sampras, reported to be
suffering form an upset
stomach, still M l solid

6-3, 6-4 second round win
over Germany's David Prinnstl

The 2]-year-old American
refused to comment on any
health problems but it was ob-
vious that something was
armiss.

Although he cruised to a
5-0 lead in the first sct, he was
clearly not on top form, play-
ing some loose points and los-
ing the next three games.

"He (Prinosil) had me on
the ropes a little bit,” said
Sampras. | was a little lack-
adaisical serving at 5 1 and he
was hitting some great returns,

it was just a matter of hanging
in there with him.”
In the quarter-finals

Sampras will play compatriot
who defcated

David Wheaton,

JIM COURIER
another young American, Alex

OTirien, 6-4, 6-3.
Michael Chang of the US,

~ seeded three, had a tough time

against Todd Woodb , of
Australia with Chang finally
winning through in two tie-

break sets 7-6, 7-6.

Sluggish starts from
Woodbridge in the tie-breaks
and a few uncharacteristic
drop shots from Chang con-
tributed to the American’s

'1iunhuhhnmnn-
tivated out there, added
Chang who is his first
tournament title in Kong

in eight attempts and who was
keen to avenge a three set de-
fcat by the Australian in the
second round of the Japan
Open last week.

The Chinese-American, un-
der a favourite with
the local crowds, will met 19-
year-old Dane Kenneth Carlsen
in the quarter-finals.

Rising youngstar Carlsen
scored an wu when he
knocked out h sced brad
Gilbert of the United States in
straight sets 6-4, 6-4.

A break in the third of
the first set allowed to
take control.

"It's always nice to break
early,” said Carlsen. "It gave me
a lot of confidence and all |
had to do was hold on to my
serve to win the set.”

Two more breaks saw the
Dane take a 4-1 lead In the
second set, at which point
Gilbert staged a minor come-
back before Carlsen served out
for the match in the tenth
game.

"1 think | played pretty well
untfl 4-1 in the second set.”
said Carlsen."Then he played a
pretty good game, coming up
to the net more while |
more and more on the -
sive.

"In the end | was a Nttle bit
lucky to come home”.

CHARLOTTE, No-
rth Carolina, Apr
16: Derrick Ros-
tagno of the Uni-
led States, the
sixth seed in the
dollar 275,000 US men's clay
court championships, was
upset in the quarter final
round on Thursday, reports
Reuter,

Rostagno, ranked 72nd, was
beaten by unseeded Argen-
tintan, Horacio de la Pena,
ranked 140 in the world, 6-2,
6-3,

Claudio

Mczzadri of

Switzerland also scored a quar-.

ter final round upset when he
ousted seventh-seeded Jacco
Eltingh of the Netherlands,
&£, Faup Ae &

De la Pena, a traditional élay
court player, looped high balls
deep into the court, frustrating
Rostagno who likes to hit win-
ners and attack the net

The Argentine needed five
breakpoints before taking a 2-

Edberg, Stich to
skip Italian Open

ROME, Apr 16: Eight of the
world’'s top ten men players
will take part in the
1,750,0000-dollar Italian ten-
nis Open next month but
world number three Stefan
Edberg and number ten
Michael Stich have opted to
stay away, reports AFP.

The court event has at-
tracted Pete Sampras, Jim
Courier, Andre Agassi, Michael
Chang, Becker, Petr Korda,
Goran Ivanisevic and Ivan
Lendl.

Monica Seles, Martina Na-
vratilova and Gabriela Sabatini
head the women's cast but
Stefli Sraf and Arantxa
Sanchez have not entered.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS Deborah of 3 Incite
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- of thi NBA 43 Naw York
5 Abyss or New
8 Home of Orleans
the Mets 47 Zoo stars
12 Poolside 49 Fencing
arment  sword
13 Pindar 50 Father, in
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in rank disturber
5 Knotty 26 Square
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6 Brainstorm 27 Table
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two 28 Sticky
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9 Queenof 29D.C.

output France
14 River duck 51 Luau the gods bigwi
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16 Small woe 11 Away 34 Kept the
marine fish 53 Hastened from the boat d
18 Ship out 54 Family weather 35 Biblica
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X ble family 19 Mayday! scarf
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36 Conduc- LIA|R 45 Take a
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38 Madigan of [P| 1 |GIN|OJL|I |[ARPIE 46 Head, in
films IIE]IZIE HH N France
39 Not ital TIE[N] || JIDIOJE |R} 48 Not
40 Actress Yesterday's answer 8-18 modern

| lcad in the first set, but the
break signalled Rostagno's
downlall as he won only one
more game in the set.

De la Pena served out the
first set 6-2 when Rostagno
mis-hit a backhand retum.

The players stayed even in
the second set but the mo-
menium was still with De la
Pena, as Rostagno missed from
the baseline and served errati-
cally. At 3-3 De la Pena broke
through again as Rostagno
made backhand errors. De la

Pena broke Rostagno again for
the match 6-3 with a forehand

pass.
Alterward, De la Pena said

the match was not easy despite
the score.

& % P was shetwvou# ffom the

start because | know Derrick is
a very talented guy,” said De la
Pena whose own concentration
has been poor in recent weeks.

"l am getting divorced next
week, so thi have been dif-
ficult,” he said. "Today | tried
to play high with a lot of top-
spin and he was hitting it be-
cause he likes to take every-
thing on the rise and come in."

Rostagno said nothing
worked in his favour on
Thursday.

"Things in the beginning
definitely didn't swing my
way,” said Rostagno. "But | was
hoping
Whatever he did was working.”

Mezzadri, the 1992 finalist,
was at home on the clay courts
and looped heavy topspin at
Eltingh who could not match
the Swiss player's consistent
ground stroke game. |

Mezzadri, ranked ' 100th,
broke the 90th-ranked Eltingh
in the fifth game of the first
scl and then in the game of
the second set and cruised to
victory when Eltingh hit a
forehand wide.

| could turn it around. -

'Things swing De la Pena's way

"My baseline is much
stronger than his and that
made the difference.”
Mezzadri said. "1 was
consistent and | concentra
well.”

Fendick staves
Stubbs off-

PATTAYA, Thailand,
Top seed Patty Fendick
off a spirited challenge from
Australian qualifier Rennae
Stubbs to reach the quarter-fi-
nals of the women's Open in
Pattaya Thursday, reports AFP.

The feisty American won 6-
3, 6-3, but to battle to win
both sets as Stubbs saved four
first set poinis and four, match

Stubbs was let down by an
inconsistent serve that pro-
duced six double-faults, and
made too er-

many volleying
rors to place Fendick under
any sustained pressure:

The American looked much
sharper as she scurried around
the court and took every op-
portunity to come into the net,
while  Stubbs gave her oppo-
nent encouragement by often
telegraphing her frustration
and disappointment at missed
opportunities.

It was not until the second
set that Stubbs changed her .

tactics and became more ag-

gressive, and the outcome was
decided by just one break of
serve when Fendick hit a win-
ning service return to go up
4-2.

“1 had to play well to beat
her,” said a relieved Fendick,
who now plays Canadian Helen
Kelesi. "She's really talented
and | knew | had to gear up to
play her."
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TODDLERS, WHERE THERE’S A WILL, THERE'S A

WON'T.

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: B equals M
The Cryptoquip is a substitution ciphet in which one

letter stands for another. If
will

you think that X equals O, it
equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short

words and words using an apostrophe give you clues to
locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error.



