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All those Deceptive Gems

by Raffat Binte Rashid

Her birthday is around the corner. This time
you want to give her something s
while walking with one of yours girlfri=nds
along the New Market sidewalk, you happen to
notice a man sitting with all sorts of colourful
stones in his large portable glass shop.

Just out of mere curiosity you peep in and
ask the price of a particular red bead-necklace.

“It's 7,000 Taka Sir,” said the shop owner. Is
not the price forbiddingly high?

Looks are deceptive. A small, shabby
exactly like the street vendors’ who offer san-

pecial. And
professional

shop,

"Arif Muhiuddin Sikdar,
Petroleum Institute and a geologist is our only
tester,” said Murad an employee
of the same organization.

"We use modern and scientific instruments,
like polar-scope, microscope, UV lamp and of
course we have the magnifying glass. For each
stone, no matter how precious they are, or
how many carats they weigh, we charge 200
taka and within
quality of your gem,” he said.

“There are three kinds of stones, you can

a lecturer at the

minutes you will know the

gles and laces, is in

fact offering you pre-

cious stones and
ms.

Azizullah Zohurt,
the shopowner is in
this business for
years together. He
has all kinds of arti-
ficial, synthetic as
well as original gems
in his shop.

This little shop of
his offers many co-
lourful strings of
necklaces:  white,
blue, red, green, as
well as rings, stoncs
of all sizes set in sil-
ver with matching
bracelets. Besides,
he also sells stones
like amethyst, onyx,
cultured diamonds,
moonstones, jades

along with similar
other stones.
Buying stones

from such wayside

THEN ONLY THIS STONE

JF THAT'S YOUR WiFE

casily differentiate.
Original gems usually
have in them some
sort of gemmological
inclusions, which
bear actually a few
original scratch
marks while forma-
tion. These inclu-
sions are absent in
synthetic gems.

Their lustre, densi-
ty, specific gravity,
hardness, colours,
weight may all be
the same, except for
these marks. And
the imitation ones,
just made of glass,
may be with the ex-

act colour,” Murad
informed.
All gems are

stones but all stones
are not gems, Gems
are actually the pre-
cious ones, white
stones are semi-

] precious. In Bangla-

shops is risky. Then again their sources can be
very rewarding. Since you are no expert, possi-
you will be deceived by the

bilities are that
synthetic ones.

Here in Bangladesh there is really no right
place where you can examine or
gems. The one and an old way to actually test
to some known jew-
‘Zohuris'.” They, with experierice,
knowledge and of course their expert
such delicate expensive rocks, can easily iden-

the quality of gems
ellers or

is to go

tify the real ones.

Fortunately, only recently a '‘gem-testing
centre' in Dhanmondi has opened. It officially
came into operation from February
been working since November '91. A gem-
testing centre is actually a sister organization of

Babylon Garments.

Ritwik Film Society

Ritwik Film Society has de-
cided to erganise a month-long
[ilm appreciation course from
June 13, 1993.

Leading film personalities
will conduct classes on film
history. aesthetic screen play,
direciion, cinematography,
editing, art diredtion, sound,
music, short and documentary
film, videography and film
culture in Bangladesh. Major
classic films from all around
the world will be screened in
the course.

Dhaka customs

vigilance team
Dhaka customs, cxcise and
VAT collectorate has increased
the number of vigilance tcams
with a view to enhancing the

desh pearls are the only gems available and
others are brought in from Burma, Shri Lanka,
India and other countries.

" So far in our laboratory we have tested 40

test your mostly

eyes for

per cent gem and quality stones. Customers
come with stones of astrological value,
iike emeralds, rubies, sapphires. Their
vary from 2,000 taka to 10 lakh taka, depend-
‘ing on originality.”

When asked about these
shops at Gulistan, Baitul Mukarram and New

prices

road-side stone

Market Murad said "Abul Mannan, a Zohuri at

'92 but has

Gulistan is the oldest vendor. Their sources are
reliable and if you're are lucky, you
come across some precious ones.”

So next time if you happen to like some sil-
ver bracelets with turquoise in such shops, you

might

might give a second thought!

HERE and THERE |

realisationn of the volume of

" Value Added Taxes [VAT), ac-

cording to a press relcase
here yesterday.

The teams had alrcady
started functioning and they
would perform special duty on
hotel-restaurants, sweel-meat
shops, cinema halls and brick
fields in addition to patrolling
the streets.

Bangladesh Islami

B:Plﬂbt Panshad

Chalrman of Bangladesh
Islami Biplobi Parishad Sheikh
Mohammad Obaidullah DBin
Sayed Jalalabadi in a statemen!
Thursday demanded release of
all arrested leaders of Babri
Mosque Action Committee in-

cluding Maolana Azizul Hug
and Shafiul Alam Pradhan

AC| Pharmaceuticals

JOB OPPORTUNITY FOR
SECRETARIES

ACI Pharmaceuticals is a fast growing

pharmaceutical company with an
attractive product range. The company |
is also the distributor of

41-member body
to observe
Baishakhi Mela
in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Apr 15 A
4]-member Abdul Jabbar Me-
morial Wrestling Tournament
and Boishakhi Mela organising
committee was formed here
yesterday with a view Lo
holding the traditional wrest-
ling tournament and annual
fair peacefully and smoothly at
lLaldight Maidan here on 12
Raishakh corresponding to
April 25, reports [ISS.

The commiitee was formed
at a meeting of prominent citi-
zens with Alhaj Abdul Khaleque
Khan in the chair.

Alhaj Abdul Khaleque Khan
and M Khurshid Anwar wcre
made President and Secretary
respectively of the Jabbar
Memorial Wrestling Tourna-

Metropolitan

to show gesture of goodwill

Speaker of the Jatiya
Sangsad Shatkh Razzaque All
yesterday urged the SAARC
countries, including the gov-
ernment of India and its Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao, to
show gesture of goodwill to its
friends and neighbours in solv-
ing the problems of the region,
according to a message re-
cetved in Dhaka, reports BSS.

Participating in the general
debate on "Political, Economic
and Social Situations in the
World" at the on-going 89th
Inter-Parliamentary Union
conference here, he said the
outcome of the recently-con-
cluded SAARC Summit in
Dhaka, though fruitful and en-
couraging, left many of the
burning problems unsolved.
He, however, thanked Rao for
his commitment to solve the
Ganges water problem that
Bangladesh has been facing for

decades.

He said there are similar
other problems of our n:Flon
which have to be solved
through dialogue
SAARC countries on the basis
of mutual respect.

Shaikh Razzaque, who is
leading a five-member
Bangladesh delegation to the
conference, said another dis-
couraging feature is the trend
of increasing trade barriers
among various regional trading
blocs like EEC and ASEAN.

The Speaker also referred
to the programme of poverty
alleviation and in this connec-
tion quoted Sri  Lankan
President Premadasa’s remark
at the Dhaka SAARC Summit
that "an empty stomach is
more dangerous than an atom
bomb™.

Turning to international is-
sues, Shaikh Razzaque ap-

among

pealed to the United Nations
to avoid double standard in
dealing with the cases of
Myanmar, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Somalia, Angola etc.

He asked the UN why the
Serbs should not be compelled
to stop genocide of the
Bosnian Muslims, or alterna-
tively why Bosnian Muslims
shall not be allowed to exer-
cise their fundamental right of
self-defence.

Earlier on April 13 the
EFcakcr addressed the plenary
of the conference and at-
tended .unch and dinner re-
ceptions hosted, among oth-
ers, by the Vice President KR
Narayaran, Prime Minister
Narasimia Rao, Speaker of Lok
Sabha Shivraj Patil, Commerce
Minister Pranab Mukherjee
and FParliamentary Affairs
Minister VC Shukla.

DU: Accommodation crisis—II

Number of students

double

The resident students of
the Dhaka University are find-
ing it difficult to continue their
siudies smoothly and to lead a
normal life in the overcrowded
hostels, -

In some residential halls of

the university, the number of
students is double the normal
seat capacity.

"Is it possible to study
peacefully in a three-seated or
four-seated room where five to
cight students are staying?”
some resident students said
while talking to this corre-
spondent. It is really quite
tough to study in such a noisy
place, students and also some
provosts and teachers said.

"But still under such cir-
cumstances students devote
themselves to studies,” some
hall provosts observed.

Normally, the hall authori-
ties allot seats to a particular
number of students of the first
year (honours) on the basis of
merit. ‘

Most of the students of an

‘academic year get scats in the

halls normally when they are
promoted to the third year,
sources said.

The hall authority sourc
said there are two provisio
for getting seats (a) allotting
seals according to merit and
(b) alloting seats through
doubling permission.

According to hall sources,
many students in the halls
cannol stay even in their allot-
ted seats for political reasons.
The situation has been quite
normal for the last five
months, sources said adding,
"but not completely okay”.

A Bengali term "Dakhal
Neya” (to capture] is often
hecard mainly in the residential
halls for the male students.
The word is used according to
the residents, when'a student
goes to his alloted room after
getting the official permission
of allotment for the seat,

the capacity

By Masud Arif

Moreover, a number of non-
resident students gather in the
TV rooms of the halls which
have dish antenna for watching
the satellite channels, hall stu-
dents said adding that "this
has created an extra noise and
disturbance in these crowded
hostels.”

Some students alleged they
often don't find any house tu-
tor of other employees in
times of necessity in the halls.

It is tough to get a newspa-
per in the reading room in the
morning because the number
of papers that are subscribed
in the halls are fewer in pro-
portion to the number of resi-
dent students, a cross section
of students said.

The foreign students do not
face this sort of problems in
their hostel, it is learnt.

Urs Sharif

Under the auspices of Halga
Qudecria the annual Urs Sharif
of the renowned saint of this
Sub-Continent Syedena Wa
Maolana Hazrat Syed Shah
Murshed Ali Al-Qadri will be
held on April 19, after Magrib
prayers at 132, Green Road,
Jahanara Garden.

The satd saint's grandsoh.

Hazrat Syed Shah Morashshid
Al Al-Qadri will conduct a mi-
lad sharil.

- came out successful in

Govt providing
extra Tk 23cr
annually for

schools: Tariqul

Social Welfare and Women's
Affair Minister Tariqul Islam
yesterday said the present
government was roviding
additional amount of Taka 23
crore annually for the schools
under taking free education
programme for girl-students
upto class eight, reports BSS. -

He was speaking at a recep-
tion ceremony of successful
students of SSC examination in
1992 at the Keraniganj Girls'
High School premises.

The minister said, educa-
tion is the key to all kinds of
development and keeping it in
mind compulsory primary ed-
ucation has been launched by
the government.

Organised by Keraniganj
Students Welfare Association,
the function was addressed by
Vice Chancellor of Bangladesh
Engineering University Dr M
Shahjahan, Vice President of
DUCSU Amanullah Aman MP,
Acting Chairman of Bangladesh
Atomic Energy Commission M
A Kayum and General
Secretary of the association
Md Shohrab Ali.

President of the association
Md Azharul Islam Khokan
presided over the function.

Later the minister gave
away prizes to the meritorious
students of Keranigan| who
last
SSC examination.

i

\Razzaque urges SAARC states

Che Buily Star 3

A cultural group from Chapeinawabgan) presenting
'Gambhira’ to celebrate Bengali new year at the Bangla

Academy premises yesterday.

— Star photo

Library Assoc
‘meet held

A meeting of the represen-
tatives of the Libra
Association of Bangladesh eua
the Bangladesh College Library
Association was held with
Principal Md Yunus Khan,
StAte Minister for Education,
in his office, on Tuesday to
dtscuss the problems of col-
lege libraries of the country,
says a press release.

Among others, M Shamsul
Islam Khanp, General Secretary
and Zakiuddin Ahmed,
Councillor, Library Association
of Bangladesh, and Shalfiqur
Rahman Chowdhury, Secre:
tary, Bangladesh College
Library Association were pre-
sent. The lcaders: of the associ-

ations requested the State

Minister to take immediate
steps to advertise the 125 va-
cant posts of Librarians.

New art gallery
set up in city

An art gallery titled ‘Jojon’
has been formed in the city
Tuesday at the Central Road of
Dhanmondi. It revealed ftself
through the opening of a group
painting exhibition by five
young artists — Dhali Al Ma-
moon, Goutam Chakraborty,
Rokeya Sultana, Ruhul Amin
Kajol and Shishir Bhattacharya.

Poet Shamsur Rahman in-
augurated the exhibition while
Aminul [slam, Shafiq Rehman
and Sadeq Khan spoke on the
occasion.

The welcome message was
given by Enamul Karim
Niribar. foundef of the ‘art
gallery. The exhibition will
remain  open for the visitors
ceveryday from 3 pm to 8 pm
till April 18.

ICI Pharmaceuticals, UK products
in Bangladesh.

AC!| Pharmaceuticals is looking for Secretaries I
(Either Sex) for their Director and
Marketing Manager

Applicants must have an excellent command
over the English language both spoken and
written, skills in using computer (Word Perfect
and Lotus 1-2-3) and a shorthand speed of
minimum 80 words per minute in English.

Candidates having Diploma in secretarial
science with some years of experience in
international organisations or large local

companies will be given preference.

Higher compensation package can be offered

to really deserving candidates

Applications in own hand writing along with
bio-data and a recent passport size photograph

should reach Human Resource Manager, |.
ACI Limited, P.O. Box No. 7218, Dhaka 1000

by 25 April 1963
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There is also another
ment and DBoishakhi Mcla | o political cause that n?:.:’;
Committee: creates accommodation crisis
in the residential halls, hall
sources said.

m According to the sources, a
lot of students are forced to
leave their allotted seats and

B ' V the halls to which they are ol-
ficially attached, il they do not

Sﬂfﬂ!’dﬂ}' support the political idcology
5-00 Cpening announcement of the student organisation
Al-Quran Programme sum- which has the stronghold in
g the respective halls
5-19 Noews in Bangia Besides, the standard and
5-25 Moner Katha
5.00 Cartoon: The Peter Pan | condition of the hall canteen
and the Pirates and dinning have naturally de-
630 Tarunnys creased day by day for the ab-
7-05  Banshari (Folk songs) normal increase of the stu-
B8-00 News in Bangla dents in the halls of the uni-
8-30  Mati-o-Manush versity, some residents men
8-00  Amar Desh tioned.
10-00  News in Enghsh "We often do not find a seat
Agnash. Thees in the television room and
11-30 Khabar/The news
11-40 Tomorrow's programme sometimes even cannot enter
summary the room,” the resident stu
11-45 Closing dents added
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Rain with gusty wind likely
' By Staff Correspondent _»!

Weather forecast for the next 24 hours commencing 6 am
loday (Saturday) says, rain or showers accompanied by tem-
porary gusty or squally wind may occur at a few places over
Dhaka, Rajshahi and Barisal divisions and at one or two places
over Chittagong and Khulna divisions.

The Met office forecasts, day temperature is likely to re:
main nearly unchanged over the country.

The maximum fem ture of the country recorded yes-
terday (Friday) of 38.0 degree Celsius wasa reported from
Rajshahi and the minimum of 20.5 degree was reportied from
HBogra

The sun sets today (Saturday) at 6.2]1 pm and rises tomor-
row (Sunday) at 5.35 am.

The maximum and the minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in some of the major cities and towns of the country
yesterday were !

Cities/Towns Temperature in Humidity in
degree Ceistus percentage
Max Min Bam Gpm
[Dhaka 32.4 20.6 85 74
Chat 30 .4 23.6 a2 82
n.pm“ 36.0 23.2 B5 60
Khulna 34.7 23.0 82 54
[Sarisal 33.6 22.2 B6 83
Cox’'s Bazar 31.0 24.0 72 71
Syihet 30.2 22.4 @l B3
Dnnagpur 32.2 20.6 BH 68
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Since 1917

MRANGS LIMITED

113-116, OLD AIRPORT ROAD, TEJGAON, DHAKA-1215
PLOT # 3, CDA AVENUE, SHOLOSHAHAR C/A, CHITTAGONG

We Never LooKed Back_
MITSUBISHI




