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friend of mine once as-
A ked me why did | alwa-

ys write about serfous
subjects. He has obviously no
interest in national or inter-
national politics. When | asked
him what | should write about,
his surprising reply was: lakes

of Dhaka. We were at the time

taking a walk along the side of
the Dhanmandi lake and
looking around me, | could see
why he thought this was a good
subject to write about. It was
just a coincidence that | love
lakes. For me it is a serious
subject. | am no expert on
lakes but | am f[ascinated by
them. Those who may have
secn the ethereal beauty of
sunset on the Dal lake of
Kashmir will need no
persuasion to be convinced
that a beautiful lake can add
new dimensions to the plea-
sures of life in a city.

In the olden days cities
used to grow along the banks
ol rivers. Thames and Seine
are famous because London
and Paris grew along their
banks. We all know about Buri
Ganga flowing by the side of
Dhaka. But these rivers are the
arteries of commerce and
communications. Their impor-
tance is not fn their beauty but
in their utility. Some rivers are
of course also very beautiful
and even majestic. However,
lakes, specially small ones, are
different. These are not usually
associated with commerce or
indeed any business activity,
These are just natural or man-
made reservoirs of water.
Human settlements often grow
up around them but there are
some lakes which have been
just left alone. What attracts
me most in lakes is their
screnity. The calm and placid
body of water can have a tran-
3::1“:1:15 effect on the mine, In

e course of my travels abroad
as a diplomat | have had the
good fortune to see some of
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the most famous lakes. For
three years | enjoyed the
beauty of the famous Geneva
lake. People's life in that f[a-
mous city has grown around ft.
On a bright summer day one
can see hundreds of sail boats
passing by lazily on the grey
blue waters of the lake while
thousands of fashionably
dressed men and women
strolling along the tree lined
shady banks. Long boulevards
with llower beds by their side
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The Lakes of Dhako

An Appeal to the City Fathers

by Shah A M S Kibria
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and impeccably maintained
parks along the banks attract
tourists from the four corners
of the earth. The same lake
can turn quite wild in winter
when storms throw up huge
waves lashing at the banks.
One small lake which my wife
and | visited very often is in
Annecy in France. It is not very
far [rom Geneva. The crystal

Dimn:um'.i lake: Shmt!ies along the bank.

clear and bright blue waters of
lake Annecy surrounded by
dark green woods and the gen-
tle waves sparkling under the
sun seemed to embody the

finest that one can expect
by way cf natural beauty. The
Westlake in Hangchow — a
garden city not too far from
Shanghai — s famous for its.
legendary city not too com-

)

Dal lake, Kashmir.
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pared to the Dal lake of
Kashmir, it was a vacation re-
sort of Chairman Mao who
spent helidays in a bungalow
on the banks of Westlake.

Of course | have not yet
seen any lake as beautiful as
the Dal of Srinagar. The snow-
clad mountains in the back-
ground, the majestic Chenar
and poplar trees on the banks
and the dark green foliage and
the lovely flower gardens seem
to cast a spell on ones imagina-
tion. The colour of the water
scems to change every hour. In
the morning it is grey and
misty but the sunlight coming
through the mist creates the
fllusions of a shimmering cloth
of silver spread out in front. In
the afternoon the lengthening
shadows play on the dark
green waters and by sun set
the subtle change ol colour —
one can notice this almost ev-
ery mirute — s a rare experi-
ence that one will treasure for
cver. Unfortunately the lake is
almost dying because of pollu-
tion and the growth of think
under-water vegetation. The
house boats on the lake maybe
adding to the problem of pollu*
tion. Its beauty is so unique
that in my view the Dal lake
should be declared a precious
heritage for the entire
mankind. Instead, much to my
regret and sorrow, its peaceful
waters arc today getting red-
dened by the blood that is
flowing in that unhappy land.

| had the privilege o live
for three years in Canberra —
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whatsoever is a crime. | am
afraid many others besides the
squatters are involved in the
thoughtless destruction of the
lakes. 1 was amazed to see
some fishing enthusiasts sit-
ting patiently in the sun with
fishing reds in hand. How can
any fish survive the polluted
and filthy waters of the
Dhanmandi lake is a mystery to
me. Banani lake, apart from
the squatter settlements, is a
breceding ground for
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the cagital of Australia. When
thc city was established — |
belicve at the turn of the cen-
tury — the area had only rolling
farm land. By harnessing the
waters oi a small river which
has been dammed down
stream a magnificent lake was
created. Lake Griffith divides
and dominates the city and
gives it a character. With ele-
gant parks on all sides,

- Canberra looks in summer

more like a huge park with a
lake in the centre. Boating and
fishing in the lake and long
walks in the pleasant parks
along the banks make life in
Canberra idyllic indeed.

The contrast, | am afraid,
with the lakes that | have seen
abroad and those of Dhaka, fill
me with distress and despair.
What a mindless waste of op-
portunities! Are we really lack-

ing in ideas and imagination?
What aboutl our vaunted artistic

talents? Or, is il a casc of lack
of initiative? Perhaps all of
thesc are responsible for our
failure to make priper use of
the wonderful possibilitics of-
fered to this city. Thesc lakes
are essential for the city's
drainage system but like parks,
we could make them centres
of recreation as well. I know
some people will immediately
jump up and say: this is a lux-
ury and any way, where is the
money? As il the money would
be spent on cleaning up and
beautifying the lakes il a lol of
it was there, This excuse is of-
fered for our cvery failure. In

ssassination of Martin

human civilization. It was a
deeply shameful event, cased
or prejudice. If human
progress is dependent on
scientific methods then this
vioclence is an act of gross

nce. It is ignorance of
scientific facts about man and
the range of his diversity. It is
neediess to say, the human di-
versity which is mostly re-
sponsible for the great mate-
rial and cultural progress of
mankind.

The problem of human dif-
ferences is not new. The doc-
trine of inherent | of
men has been deve by
many thinkers, starting with
Plate. More recently there was
the Comte de Gobinea who
thought that the intellectual
and emotional differences be-
tween the great white Nordic
race and the inferior whites,
yellows and blacks were clearly
innate. Certain of the Latin
whites — French, Spanish and
[Lalimn — whose blood had been
polluted by mixing with un-

wﬂr::r lower races were
bou to decay. There was
even a good scientist, Max

Muller, who used the word
Aryan race’ to describe the
people who spoke a certain
group of languages.
soon recognized his mistake.
All peoples have recognised
the d ol human individ-
uals. Most often hawve
taken it for granted that physi-
cal and mental differences are
inborn inherited and unalter-
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man traits, such as blood
group, colour of eyes and many
other characters are inherited
while many others such as
sceptibility to diseases, educa-
bility, crime are not controlled
by heredity but by our envi-
ronment, It seems for many
characteristics there is no
hard and fast line between the
so-called hereditary and so-
called ervironmental traits.
Until recently the views re-
lating to the problem of human
diversity had neo scientific
foundation. However many at-
tempts have been made to ex-
amine scientiflically the ques-
tions about human diflerences.
Many of these attempts failed
because scientists often suc-
cumb to prove some precon-
cetved views about human al-
fairs. Francis Galton and
Gobineau propounded the view
that most human difference
are innate due to nature rather
than to nurture. Present-day
biclogists view human differ-
ence as facts which call for
understanding and interpreta-
tion, not as gualities to be ef
ther condemned or praised. In
describing groups of men in
biological terms, categories
define as good or bad, superior
or inferfor are not recognized
it s human nature to believe
that one's own family or race is
better than others but it 1s rel-
atively new idea to ascribe this
superiority to inherent biologl-
cal qualittes. The Greeks
thought that they were better
than non-Greeks Heredotus in
fifth century BC wrote that the

in all respects to the rest of
the mankind.

People difier in the eolour
of skin, eyes and hair, in
stature, bodily proportions,
and in many other traits. Each
trait is determined by several

by Dr Noazesh Ahmed

genes, How many variable
genes there are in man fs un-
known: certainly hundreds,
possibly thousands. Because of
this some of us have promi-
nent and others flat noses,
some are tall and others short.
It happens that certain genes
are more {requent among the
inhabftants of some regions
than of others. Thus, blue eyes
are very common (n most parts
of the United States but rather
rare in Mexico. Recently the
blood groups of the people in
all parts of the world have
been studied. The most inter-
esting result of these studics
has been that with few excep-
tions, nearly every human
group examined has been
jound to consist of a mixture of
the same four blood groups.
Universal donors (group O) are
found In every race and are
generally the commonest type,
group A is also common while
B. and especially AB, is less

common. The most important
lesson we can lean, from this
is Lthat the races difier in bloo-d
graoup type only in a relative
Wy

Now thc guestion is: do
human races differ in mental
capacity” This is no simple
guestion Lo answer. Here again
quite a few extreme views ex-
ist even today. It is viewed that
breeds of dogs difler markedy
in temperament and in re
sponsiveness Lo particular
smell. The differences in tem
pecrameni between polo ponies
and draft horses, which are
certainly conditioned in part
by their heredity which it
them for different functions. It
has often been argued by anal-
ogy that differences in biologl-
cal heredity lie at the bottom
of human intellectual, emo
tional and temperamental dif-

Human Differences

ference between races and
between cultural and social
groups. It is also viewed by
some that races arise as a part
of the evolutionary process
within . a spccies become
adapted to a parti~ular enwvi
ronment. Racial variation in
skin colour has for example,
been viewed in this way. If bio
logical evolution has causced
races of man to diverge in
physical character, should it
not have done the same for
mental capacities and apti
tudes of these peoples?

Both of these arguments by
analogy are unconveniencing
because they are based on a
misunderstanding of the na
ture of bilological hereditly
What is inherented 1s not this
or that trait, but the manner in
which the developing organ
ism responds to its environ-
ment. For example the blood
group is rigidly fixed by hered
itary factors. But the skin
colour is not rigidly fixed,
since it can change rather
rapidly depending upon the
exposure of the skin to sun-
light. Again whether or not an
individual gets into conflicts
with the law depends upon the
person's upbringing and cir
cumstances and also upon the
kind of laws which the society
sees fit to frame. Human be-
haviour is quite plastic and can
be changed by the living condi-
tions.

The importard problem is
why some traits are more and
others less fixed or plastic. the
fixity or plasticity of a trait is a
matter of evolutionary adap
tion. Dobzhansky, a famous
American, geneticist, pointed
out: {t is obvious that different
socinl positions and dilferent
trudes call for somewhat dif-
lerent behaviour patterns. The
mentality of a nomadic hunter
is usually different from that of

farmer. But the prominent re-
quircment of living in any hu-
man socicty is very nearly al-
ways the same: it is the ability
to learn from experience and
to adjust one's behaviour to the
nceds and circumstances. This
requirement s fundamental
for living in any culture or civi-
lization, from the most primi-
tive to the most complex.

The process ol selection
which has been, and still is

most qurr['ul and persistent
in human evolution is that for
the ability to learn new ways ol

behaviour and new skills.
Human s as a whole has
develo always from genetic

specialization and fixity of be-
haviour and towards educabil-
ity. This is true for all races of
man and for all climates.
Therein lies the most impor-
tant biological feature of the
evolutionary patiern of
mankind. Breeds o dogs or
horses have been deliberately
fashioned for performances of
different services by making
their genes different, Man is
certainly capable of pursiing a
great variety of ways of life. But
he is enabled to do so by dif-
ferent training and eduecation,
not by acquiring different
hereditary factors. Educability
permits a vastly greater diver-
sity of human personalities
than could possibly arise if
human mentality were genetd
cally fixed as it is for example
in the inhabitants of the ant
hill.

Present democragy accepls
human diversity as faet of ex
perience but nevertheless
holds that all men have the
same inalienable rights
Democratic soctety should be
adapted to the variable natures
of its members, It would create
such political, social, and eco
nomic conditions as would
furnish to each member op-
portunities to develop the best
potentialitics of his personality
and creative energies. In s0
doing democracy would take
advantage of human diversity.

Crescent lake: Maintained as yet.

the case ol the lakes it is cer-
tainly not lack of money whjch
is responsible for their miser-
able condition. It is the lack of
interest. Also, if | may say at
the risk of hurting Bengali ego,
lack of initiative and imagina-
tion,

Money is, of course, a most
important factor in life. But
one does not need money to
keep the lakes free from
squatter settlements. All that
one has to do is to enforce the
existing laws rigorously and
strictly. On the wai:r's edge of
the Dhanmandi lake a whole
village has come up. Perhaps
this has escaped the attention
of the city fathers, Doubtless
these squatters are poor peo-
ple who deserve everybody's
sympathy and support but is
this how we should demon-

. strate our humanitarian con-

cern? To permit {llegal squat-
ter settlements on a precious
public facility on any pretext
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mosquitoes. One can hardly
see any water on the lake be-
cause of the thick rover of wa-
ter hyacinth and other vegeta-
tion. The condition is no bet-
ter in the other lakes in
Gulshan and Baridhara. Some
of the natural drainage basins
in the Mirpur area are being
rapidly filled up by hungry land
developers. If these low lands
were developed as lakes we
could save the natural drainage
system and at the some time
provide the people some at-
tractive spots for their recre-
ation. Indeed these lakes,
properly developed and main-
tained, can be a source of joy
for the people of this city.

In 1947 Dhaka was a small
district town but today, only
after 45 years #t has become a
big metropolis with total popu-
lation . probably exceeding
seven million. Do we have
enough recreation facilities for
such a huge population? How

. ing grounds for

can an average family enjoy a
simple outing? We owe a th
of gratitude to Silpacharya
Jainul Abedin for developing
Sonargaon as a tourist spot.
Where else can they go for a
picnic? Bhawal National Park?
It is to crowded in winter and
a bit far for most families. A
nice, clean and attractive place
within the city limits will be a
great boon for the average fam-
ily of Himited means. A great
city is judged great not by the
number of people who live
there but by the wealth of its
cultural and intellectual life as
well as the urban facilities that
it offers. The lakes, if these are
cleaned up and il simple at-
tractions such as sailing and
canoeing are introduced, can
change the look of the city. It
is also possible to make them
sell supporting. In fact, a truly
imaginative entrepreneur can
invest in these lakes to turn
them into sources of profit. |
am however not suggesting
that we commercialize these
public facilities but even with-
out going that far it is quite
possible to support the main-
tcnance cost with relatively
modest investment.

First and foremost, the city
fathers must look at these fa-
cilities with a positive attitude.
These are not waste land or
public conveniences or dump-
garbage but
precious resources of the city
with a vital role in public wel-
fare. Society must find home
and shelter for the homeless
but not at the cost of what |
would regard as priceless pub-
lic assets. A bit of imagination
and some initiative is needed.
The first iftem on the agenda
should be to clean up the
lakes. In the process the city
fathers will earn the undying
gratitude of the Dhakaites for
removing the mosquito breed-
ing grounds as well. Next, the
adjoining lands must be land-
scaped and turned into propcr
parks. Facilities such as sailing
and boating etc should be in-
troduced in the next phase.
Fishing can also be a source of
fun for those interested in it
provided of course, the waters
are reasonably clean. Is this to
ambitious a programme?
Despite our poverty Dhaka can
become an attractive city with
green parks and sparkiing
lakes if we really take some in-
terest in the mattcr. After all,
even a poor family has a right
to expect to live a decent lile
with facilities for recreation.

Tiger, Tiger, Burning Out?

Shrinking habitats, poachers and traditional Chinese medicine are
threatening the tiger's survival into the 21st century, Mahesh Uniyal of
IPS reports from New Delhi.
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OON, pockets of jungle

in South and South-east

Asia may be the last
home of the big cat whose roar
was heard from the Caspian
Sca to the Sea of Japan a few
decades ago.

India s home to nearly two-
thirds of the world's roughly
6,000 tigers. According to a
1988 census, some &, 300
wander 19 natural reserves
spread over 29,716 sq km.
Indian wildlife officials at the
mect said the country can
support up to 25,000 tigers.

"We rely greatly on India to
take the lead to save the tiger
into the 21st century,” said
Peter Jackson of the
international Union [lor
(onservation of Nature's
(IUCN) ‘Cat Specialist Group'.

3ut experts warn only joint
international action can save
the world's remaining big cats
irom going the way ol the
Caspian tiger, which became
extinet in the 1970's.

The major threat to the
liger now is from poaching to
feed the growing trade in tiger
bones for medicinal use. The
trade goes back centurics and
a Chinese medicine manual
lrom the year 1 597 lsts de-

tatled descriptions to tiger
bone products.
Bones from the tigers

forelegs are used for making a
variety of popular Chinese
medicines to treat rheuma-
tism, burns, typhoid and
malaria. A tiger bone brew is
said 'to ward off nightmares.

Traffic International
Director Jorgen Thomson says
a kilograme of tiger bone
makes 50 half-litre bottles ol
‘tiger wine' for rheumatism
pains. These secll in Western
Euro markets for US 84 a
bottle.

A Taiwan brewery imports
as much as 2,000 kg of tiger
bone annually to make
100,000 bottles of the winc.

In 1991, Chinese indige-

nous medicine [irms exported
more than 15,000 cartons of
tiger bone tablets, 5,250 kg of
confections, and 31,000 bot-
tles of tiger wine. A medium

sized bag of tiger bones sclls
for anything up to US$§20,000.

"S8o far consecrvation has
mainly been as an issue involv-
ing countries with tigers,” said
Thomson. “But the only long-
term solution can be found
through a dialogue between
countries with tigers and those
which are using tiger prod-
ucts”.

He says Traflic
International is now trying lo
develop contacts with the tra-
ditional pharmacecutical indus-
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try in couniries in China,

Taiwan and Hong Kong.

During the first interna-
tional conference on the tiger
here last month, more than
300 wildlife experts and ofli-
cials from around the world

to set up a ‘Global Tiger
Forum' of countries with big
cat populations to save the
species from extinction.

The conference was called
by India to mark two decades
of its ‘iger conservation suc-
cess story. 'Project Tiger,
launched in April 1973, is the
only systematic effort so far in
the world to 'protect the
striped feline in its natural
habital.

During the 1930s and
1940s, thousands of tigers
were killed in China beeause
they killed livestock. The fe-
line's Souith Chinese and
Sibcrian cousins now number a
bare 30 to 40 each.

In the early 1990's Nepal's
royalty took British guests on
extraordinary clephant-back
shooting sprees in which hun-
dreds to tigers were massa-
cred, Nepal's tigers nearly
vanished, but conservation has
brought their numbers back to
300. Now, they are [acing a
new threat from poachers whoe
poison Lthem with pesticides.

Continued on page |1



