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A National Festival

Wednesday's Dhaka convincingly proved the
first truly secular festival has arrived — in all the
fulfiliing connotations of that verb. And the objec-
tives towards which the Pahela Baishakh or the
Bengalli New Year's Day festival was launched by
Chhayanaut way back in 1966 stands fully re-
alised. The nation has in this now a fully {ledged
true — perhaps the biggest — national festival,
participated by all communities and religious de-
nominations and people of all economic classes.
The nation has very colourfully fashioned some-
thing that is far from official and formal and
comes straight from the heart. It was Tagore who
first underlined the sentiment that has been ba-
sic to the success of this day as a concourse of the
whole nation — Bangaleer ghorey jawto bhai-bone
aek hoke aek hoke, he sang and supplemented it
with another song where he woadered: Bhat ch-
hede bhai kaw din thakey. .

The controversy over whether this Pahela
Baishakh set ofl the new fifteenth century of the
Bengali era was not cleared till tae day was here.
Many who believed we were in a new century
from the daybreak on Wednesday took special in-
terest in celebrating the hundred-year occasion
to the best of their taste and ability. Those who
differed and would wait for the next new year's
day, didn't however tuck themselves away from
the gajety and rather joined it with added fer-
vour. A flash of Bengalee genius settled the issue
when all parties came to hail the day as the first
day of year 1400 without going into the question of
whether this figure was the starting year of a century.
The nation was bent on celebrating the day to the best
of its capacity and controversies had to make way:.

What did the people celebrate in Dhaka and
Chittagong and Rajshahi and everywhere else?
What was behind making the day so special? They
celebrated, in keeping with the history ol the
institution of the festival and the ideal behind it,
the Bengaliness of their own identity. If this state
and the society it houses have to live and prosper,
they must first of all be imbued with the sense of
belonging — belonging to some identity that
would move their spirits to end=savour for certain
common goals. Pahela Baishakh this year came
tellingly to offset the divisive games that have
largely overtaken the nation.

The best thing about the Pahela Baishakh cele-
brations is its power to stay above partisan poli-
tics. The festival was once one of the best politi-
cal weapons against Pakistan and continues till
today to be the best political bet against bigotry
and obscurantism, narrow {ascistic communal de-
velopments by keeping miles away from power
politics. The mentors of BNP, whatever their ini-
tial feelings, also joined the resurgence of Bengali
nationalist spirit. The opposition forces have also
by this time arranged themselves strongly on the
side of the celebrations, which is a most welcome
development. But the non-partisan character of
the festival continues uncompromised.

One never knew Dhaka could be so colourful.
And that it has such a vigorous population. And
that here lived so many children and young
women. The same should be true for all urban
centres of Bangladesh. Here is 2 day that brings

out all people, out into giving their best to their
social milieu and into sharing in the best gilts of

others. The Baishakhi so wonderfully culs across
the impenetrable gender gap of our society.

And Baishakhi is a major festival of the peoples

of hall of Asia. Here is some aflinity that would
heal the nationalist narrowness of the day, if
there be any.

Remodelling Housing

A new housing policy. the formulation of which
is now underway according to Works Minister
Barrister Rafiqul] Islam Mia. is undoubtedly long
overdue. Whether the one now being worked out
will be equal to the %gantic task of providing the
country's people with a decent shelter for living
is the million-dollar question. The minister how-
ever was found to be generous in his expression
of concern for the poor. If poverty is the issue,
then a housing policy capable of addressing the
problein of the shelterless people will require a
vision beyond any straight-cut formula.

People have long become accustomed to hear-
inq of the undimited virtues of proposed plans and

olicies only to see how the promises made are
allowed to die down without even making a ripple
in the lives of the common mass. It is diﬂ'icuﬂ to
have a precise figure of the total homeless people
in the country. The minister however has given
the percentage of slum dwellers in Dhaka city to
be exactly 35. The other three metropolitan ci-
ties are not expected to fare any better on this
count. If the country's 25 per cent people live in
urban centres, the share of slum people is cer-
taﬁ going to be substantial in the urban way of life.
is points to the fact that the government
will have to spend a huge sum on improving the
living condition of these neglected millions. But
living condition does not necessarily mean the
dwelling places alone. There is a need to com-
plement the housing environment with educa-
. tion, income and other facilities required for a
decent living. This involves not just the Works
Ministry but also the entire government in the
whole exercise for relocation of priorities and
remodelling of a host of polices. Housing, after
all, is one area that falls under the ambience of
basic human rights.

If considered from this point of view, a gov-
ermment finds its job still more daunting; be-
cause (o ensure the basic human rights for all
people of the country, it must as well be prepared
to counter the lacerating process of increasing
landlessness in villages. Shortage of basic infras-
tructure in villages are as much responsible for
the majority of the population living in dilapi-
dated hutments. Even a programme seeking to
provide the poor with low-cost houses will be un-
thinkable under the prevailing circumstances.
Internal mobilisation of resources is a far cry now,
The government's plan to adopt a national build-
ing code may certainly yield some benefits in the
- area of unplanned construction. As for the floating

of a housing bank and the provision of hire-pur-
chase of government building, there is hardly any
Bosslbility of the programme making any contri-
ution to easing the housing problem of the poor.
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IGHT hundred kilome-

ters to the south from

Beijing. across the ye-
llow river in the central
province ol Henan, is the
village of Tanchunwan. In the
centre of this typical central
plains village stands a large
two-story L-shaped brick
building with a facade of light
green and pink tiles, which is
the village primary school. The
tile facade and the neatly kept
compound surrounded by a
brick wall bear obvious sings of
care and pride on the part of
the village people.

All 210 children of primary
and pre-school age In
Tanchunwan attend the eight
classes in the school ranging
irom kindergarten to grade
six. The headmaster reported
that almost all children com-
pleted the [ull primary cycle
and went on to enrol in the ju-
nior middle school in nearby
centre of Niudian township. In
1989, the village had been de-
clared by the provincial
authorities as free of (lliteracy;
the same was true of most
other central Henan villages.
The adult education courses
run by the education depart-
ment of Niudian township and
Mixian (pronou-nced Meshee-
an) county to which Tanch-
unwan village belongs, are now
on practical farming, manu-
and trading skills
rather than on literacy.

The 500,000 yuan (about
100,000 US dollars) needed
for constructing the new
school building, completed
two years ago, came from the
village itself — from the con-
tribution of a successful en-
trepreneur from the village, to
be precise. Zhou Shuanzhi, the
lease-holder of the village coal-
pit (which was formerly owned
by the commune, but now un-
der the liberal economic
order, contracted out to Mr
Zhou), ran his business so
profitably that he was able and
willing to make the
contribution to pay for the
school building. The salary of
12 teaching personnel and
other operating costs are
financed from a combination of
sources — 60 per cent from
the county's share of tax
revenues provided by the
provincial government and the
rest raised at the county and
the township level

A metal band of consider-
able size energetically played
by rosy-cheeked and bright-
eyed children in red-and-
white uniforms greets distin-
guished visitors to Tanchun-
wan school such as a recent
group of education officials
from other developing coun-
tries who came to China to
attend a national conference
on education called by Premier
Li Peng. The school library, the
stock of essential learning
aids, the supply of piane or-
gans and other musical in-
struments and sports equip-
ment appropriate for young
children all testified to' a com-
prehensive and well-run pro-
gramme of basic education for
children.

Pragmatic Approaches
The primary school of

Tanchunwan is by no means an
exception. The Peoples’

China's Investment in Basic Education

Republic, since its inception In
1949, has made basic educa-
tion of the masses a corner-
stone of its political ideology
and national development ef-
fort. The of mobilization
and persuasion of the
formidable Communist Party of
China has been combined with
pragmatic and diversified ap

proaches appropriate for dif-
ferent soclo-economic circum-
stances of the vast country to
extend education oppertuni-
ties to all. As a result, by the
beginning of the 1980's, pri-
mary school enroliment level
reached B0 per cent and adult
literacy rate was raised from
barely 20 per cent at liberation
to over 60 per cent

In the decade of the 1980's,
as the intricate structure for
political and economic control,
mobilization and management
of social services at the local
level through the communes
began to be dismantled, the
government and the Party en
sured that the basic education
programmes, especially pri-
mary education, did not sufler
The country and township au-
thorities, which partially re-
placed the communes, were
enjoined to keep the primary
schools running and to find
necessary resources for them.

Onc pragmalic approach
widely practiced was (o have
community and parents ap
pointed teachers [minban
teachers), who were less quali
fied and werc paid a much
smaller salary than that of
their efficial counterparts. The
minban teachers lormed the
majority of the teaching force
in Chinese primary schools
until t1the .mid-eighties.
Although qualified teachers on
oflicial salary-scale arc now re-
placing the minba:. teachers,
just as the famous barefoot
doctors of earlier years wcre
replaced in the 1980's by
more qualified “village doctors”
in the health clinics, the latier
still constitute over one-third
of the primary school teaching
force.

Another approach was o
encourage part-time, spare-
time and abridged primary ed-
ucation courses for children
and young adults, often with
simplified curriculum consist-
ing only of Chinese language
and arithmetic in less devel-
oped parts of the country. The
aim was to offer a minimum
opportunity to all until a com-
plete and well-developed pro-
gramme was available.

Differentiated Targets

New policies and goals
adopted in 1985 sct differenti-
ated targets for urban and cco-
nomically developed areas, av-
erage rural areas, and the less
developed and less accessible
parts of the countr for achiev-
ing universal 9-year compul-
sory education. By the yecar
2000, for 956 per cent of the
population, the goal would be
achieved; the remaining peo-

by Manzoor Ahmed

ple reaching the targel early in
the next century. The new
policies also formalised and
strengthened the de [acto local
responsibility for planning.
managing and controlling re
sources at the county (average
of 300,000 people) and the
township {10 to 50 thousand
people) levels. The national
policy guides also required
that at all levels of govern
ment, the annual allocation
and expenditure for education
should increase faster than the
rate of the growth of the econ
omy at the particular adminis-
trative unit

As China's economy surged
forward al a record rate of 9
per cent per annum during the
past decade, government s and
the Party's urging and the tra-
ditional Confucian respect for
education prompted the local
authorities and communities
all over China to invest gener
ously in basic education. There
has been a veritable boom in
construction ol educational fa-
cilities throughout the country
in the last decade. The most
prominent new bullding in the
countryside almost invariably is
the primary or general middle
school, the adult education
centre or a vocational middle
school.

Signs of a dynamic economy
are evident in Tanchunwan in
the new paved road being built
replacing the old packed earth
and stone track that con-

nected the village with the
main road lo the provincial
capital of Zhenzheu and the
neat rows of two-story red-
brick buildings which now ac
commodate all of the 300 vil
lage housecholds. Apart from
the profitable coal-mine, small
manulacturing, processing in
dustries and trading now con
tribute as much to the wvil
lagers’ earnings as growing
food and cash crops. As Mr
Zhou, the benefactor of the
primary school, put it
‘spending for education is to
ensure that the prosperity of
the village will continue to
reach higher levels.”

Relevant Basic Education

Raising the level of basic
education of the whole popula-
tion has been a priority in
China since liberation. Initially,
the effort in adult and mass
education was directed mainly
at wiping out the massive illft-
eracy in the adult population.
As the level of literacy in-
creased, the demand for
knowledge and skills relevant
for improving productivity and
quality of life grew. Adult
Education Centres, which
catered to these learning
needs, sprouted all over the
country.

In Xin Dian (pronounced
Shin-dee-an) township In
nearby Xinzheng (Shint-seng)
county, the adult education
centre serves 853 thousand

Creates Learning Opportunities for All

residents of the 29 villages
within the township boundary
The centre, with a floorspace
ol 2200 square meter, is lo-
cated in a |2-acre compound
with ample space for several
production enterprises, exper-
imental farming plots, class
rooms, library and dormitory

Although an adult education
programme existed in the
township for a long time, the
centre itsell was completed in
1989 at a cost of 1.2 million
yuan [over 200,000 US dollars)
raised by the township authori-
ties. The one dozen full-time
teaching staflf is comple-
mented by resource persons
drawn from other institutions,
government departments and
private enterprises,

The productive activities of
the centre consisted of a
chicken farm, a rabbit farm
and growing greenhouse veg-
etables, the profits of which
met a part of the running costs
of the centre. These activities
also provided practical training
and demonstration to the
trainees of the centre. The
courses which ran for a dura-
tton of a few days to six
months covered everything for
which there was a need in the
county. Recent courses in-
cluded various s of grow
ing different local cash and
food crops, forestry, fruits,
maintenance of motorized
[arm equipment, family plan-

ning marketing book-keep-
ing. managing small enter-
prises, orientation of cadres
(local officials) and so on. In
the last three years, some
6.300 people have recetved
training of various duration in
the centre.

The centre also undertakes
experiment in improving the
breeding of local crops and
armimals, has arranged for sup-
plics and advice on the use of
farm chemicals and seeds and
provides consultation to local
entreprencurs on new produc-
tion technologies. Having made
an early contribution in ex-
panding adult literacy. the
cenire in recent years has
significantly contributed o
promoting the township's
prosperity — and in turn, can
count on full support of the
people for fts own activities

Education has come to be
seen all over China as the
foundation of economic pros-
perity and essential for
sustaining the momentum of
economic in the future.
The educational factlities and
programmes have become a
status symbol and a matter of
pride and competition among

localities. With almost a quar-
ter of the 1.1 billion Chinese
engaged in organized formal
and non-formal education ac
tivities of some kind. there is
in China a veritable feast of
learning oppertunities in
which all can partake.

Dr Manzoor Ahmed is
Associate Director of Pro
gramme Divisien at UNICEF
Headquarters in New York [e
served as UNICEF Represen
tative in China from ]986 to
1991.

Nine Most Populous Developing Countries

N 1 March 1993, Chin-
Ol‘l Premier Li Peng op-

ened a national confe-
rence on education for all at
the Great Hall of the People,
which houses the national
parliament of the People's
[Republic. With Vice Governors,
heads of Provincial Education
Commissions and education
specialists from all 30
provinces of China summoned
to Beijing for this occasion it
was a testimony to China's
commitment to educ-ating its
people. But the remarkable
thing about the meeting was
that delegations from other
most populous developing
countries of the world also
were invited for the first time
to a Chinese national confer-
cnce on education.
International delegations at
Ministerial or high official level
joining the conference were
from Bangladesh, Brazil, India,
Pakistan and Nigeria. Also pre-
sent were the Director General
of UNESCO, Federico Mayor
and the Executive Director of
UNICEF, James P Grant as
special invitees.

The four-day national con-
ference in Beijing was in
preparation for another bold
venture that will bring the
heads of states and govern-

ments of the nine most popu-
lous developing countries of
the world together in
November this year in what
has been dubbed as the
“Summit on Education for All".
Premier Li Peng in explainin
the purpose of the nationa
meeting, said: "In order to
take stock and formulate plans
about universalization of pri-
mary education and elimina-
tion of flliteracy in China, and
coordinate with the Nine
Country Summit on Education
for All, the Chinese
Government has decided to
organize the present national
conference”.

Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao of India has already offered
to host the meeting of
Presidents of Prime Ministers
of Bangladesh, Brazil, China,

Egypt. India, Indonesia,
Pakistan, Nigeria and Mexico,
These nine countries together
account for three quarters of
the world's one billion-plus il-
literates and two-thirds of
some 300 millien children
who either do not complete
the primary cycle of education
or do not even enrol in a
school.

The "most populous coun-
tries initiative” originated with

an invitation from Director
General Mayor of UNESCO and
Executive Director Grant of
UNICEF to the Presidents of
Brazil, Egypt. Indonesia.
Mexico, Nigeria and the Prime
Ministers of Bangladesh, China
india and Pakistan to lend
support to the global efforts to
fulfill the goal of Education for
All set in the 1990 World
Conference on Education for
All held tn Jomtien, Thailand.
The heads of two UN agencies
jointly appealed to the national
leaders to "be personally and
actively involved” in energizing
the national activities in each
country and lend their
"prestige and authority” to the
worldwide effort. The collabo-
ration among the nine coun-
tries was also seen as a means
of sharing experiences and
learning about creative ap-
proaches from each other in a

south-to-south coopecration
mode.
"These nine countries are

fully capable of serving as re-
gional and world laboratories
and resources in the noble
quest to bring education to all
the world's citizens”, said
Director General Mayor in his
statement to the Beijing
Meeting. UNICEF Executive
Director, James Grant added:

to Join Education Summit

"The global initiative in the
nine most populous countries
will e world leadership
in EFA (Education for All) as
well as many inspiring exam-
ples of strategies and policies”

The next preparatory event
leading to the summit, in addi-
tion to national activities to re-
fine strategies and intensifying
programme ecfforts, is a meet-
ing a Education Ministers of
the nine countries at UNESCO
headquarters on 3-4 Junc of
this year. The working session
will consider arrangements of
the summit as well as substan-
tive issues such as the nature
and content of the commit-
ments and plans of action the
participating national leaders
would adopt in the Summit.

The Education Summit ol
the most populous developing
countries {s expected to be
hejd, .in the last weeck of

‘November, immediately follow -

ing the G-15 Summit ( a group
of 15 heads of states and gov-
ernments serving as the voice
of the South on major North-
South issues). India is the host
of the next G-15 meeting
which is held cvery two years.
Six of the nine potential par-
ticipants in Lhe Education
Summit also belong to G- 15.

HE crushing defeat of
the Socialists and the
Leftists in general, has
once again bro-ught Franch to
practice what they invented as
a modern system called
cohabitation. Four years ago
Socialist Presi-dent Monsicur
Francois Mitterand had to
share power with a right wing
Prime Minister Monsieur
Jacques Chirac. This time it is

4

.the nominee of Chirac —

Monsieur Edouard Balladur.
The parliament this time
will look very different from
the previous one. The RPR of
Chirac will have 247 seals
compared to 132 in the previ-
ous Assembly, the UDF of
Monsieur Valery Giscard
d'Estaing will have 213 seals
compared to 90, the Socialists
have 70 seats compared to 275
in the previous Assembly and
the Communists are down to
23 from 27. Thus the Right

address.

Action for garment
workers

Sir, The UN Convention on
the Rights of the Child and its
ratification has led to a high
level of rhetorics and seminars
not excluding drastic action by

a non-ratifying country.

Harkins bill on banning im-
ports from the third world us-
ing child labour is questioned
by the garment [actory owners
as well as the child labourers
for different reasons. The em-
ployer fears a considerable re-
duction in his profit. The child
is threatened with employ-
ment and possible starvation.

Activisls organisation like
Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK) ini-
tiated a joint press media ac-
tion in collaboration with the
garment factory workers'
unions, NGOs and well wishers
Lo start a campaign for relaxing
the clauses of this bill.

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

French Elections — Difficult Cohabitation

by Arshad-uz Zaman

has gone upto 484 from 263
and the Left are down to 93
from its previous 302. One
remarkable phenomenon is
that although the right wing
has made an impressive show-
ing the Far Right of the noisy
leader Jean Marie Le Pen, who
has been carrying on a crusade
against foreign immigrant, has
been unable to win a single
scal.

Jacques Chirac's nominee
Balladur is the new Prime
Minister and he has formed a
29-member cabinet. From the
presenl elections if the right
wing emerges as the clear vic-
tor, President Mitterand is
gravely enfeebled. His party
has only 70 seats in a parlia-
ment of 577. The storm sig-
nals were visible last summer.
France held a referendum on

the question of adherence to
Maestricht. The campaign
turned out nearly as a vote of
confidence on President
Mitterand. Many voters voted
‘'no’, not against Europe, for
France continues to be a sheet
anchor of European unity, but
against, President Mitterand. If
you ask a French voter his rea-
sons for disapproval of M
Mitterand, he would find it
difficult to give cogent reasons.
The fact is that M Mitterand
has been in power for 12 years
and they have taken their toll.
It is the same picture in al-
most all the western democra-
cies — in the USA, in Britain.
M Mitterand has two more
years as President and it is
very likely that his right wing

adversaries will not want to
rock the boat. What is more
certain is that the presidential
race has already begun. M
Mitterand's age, health and re-
cent defeat of his takes
him out of the race, although
the Socialist will field a candi-
date and will no doubt endeav-
our to find a common candi-
date of the Left. M Jacques
Chirac, who has been Prime
Minister, has been long eyeing
the top spot. The wind appears
to be blowing in his direction.
M Giscard d'Estaing has held
all the important posts in the
French administration includ-
ing that of the President. He
has managed to hold centre
stage of politics for many years
and will no doubt be a

formidable candidate.

Corner columnists are par-
ticular favourites of the
Turkish press and now with a
plethora of private TV stations
the news casters are followed
by commentators. The colum-
nists, specially the Left leaning
ones, have been quick to point
out to the Leftist parties in
Turkey to draw a lesson from
the French elections and unite
under one banner. This looks
highly ur.ltkely for the Left and
the Right are badly fractured.

Turkey is now governed by a
coalition of Right wing party of
Premier Demirel and Socialist
of Inonu, the Deputy Premier.

The Turkish media has also
given prominence “to the [act
that the new French Premier
M Balladur was born in lzmir,

—
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The joint deliberations also
suggested a phased out plan
for an interim period for eas-
ing out the children. During
this period the employers are
to be persuaded to scrvice ed-
ucation, recreation and health
facilities within a few hours
break in the work schedule.
Research is also recommended
to survey the occupation and
slalus of the parents/guardians
of these garment factory child
workers.’

It is Ilikely that the
American Senate will agree lo
this humanftarian formula as
one of the conditions of the
bill: It is also possible to hope
for financial assistance for set-
ting up such facilities within
the factory premises.

In fact a small beginning
has been made with Epoch
garments whose establishment
does credit in sending its girl
factory workers for a halfl an
hour recreation break at the

e ———
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ASK centrie next door.

The time may be right now
for the Government and rele-
vant NGOs to take their clue in
organising a negotiable legal
arrangement with the garment
factory workers for the intro-
duction of in-factory wellare
services for the working child.

Ms Khursheed Erfan Ahmed
8351 Siddeswari Apts, Ramna,
Dhaka

Freedom of choice

Sir, Non-Muslims of foreign
establishments {n Bangladesh
had been entertained by
Bangladeshis with [ftar. [ftar —
cating after dawn-to-dusk
fasting — has apparently devel-
oped into a tradittonal fete
among the Islamic rituals of
this state's functions, and the
holy occasion has also been

made fashionably compeclitive
by a few blessing-secker who
arc beiter off with what are
classified otherwise.

Invitiag non-Muslims (o a
sacred breakfast at sunsel
must have helped improve the
host's fcreign relations, as do
Eid banquets' irrespective of
the participants religious aflili-
ation.

OIC member Bangladesh

has been able to maintain prol-
itable extra-religious tics with
non-Islamic states and has
been experiencing pressures
for Islamic governance as well
alongside invigorating Islamic
spirit that has already ex-
tended great influence on the
socicty.

The society of a Third
World state like Bangladesh's
can be subject to re-evaluation,
with a view to determining its
state of civility, in which the
freedom of choice inherent in
Human Rights Declaration is
what matters.

M Rahman
Zila School Road, Mymensingh

Islamic Law

Sir, Often certain ladies
make statemcnts which are
not acccptable as per Islamic
law. For instance, the Holy
Quran has clearly related the
law of inheritance for the
Muslims. According to the
Islamic .aw, man and woman
cannot get equal share of the
inherited property. As long as
we remain Muslims, we cannot

violate -he codes of lslamic
ey

There is nno doubt that
lslam has given maximum

honour and gcenuine status to

the womenfolk. Time is not far
away when both men and
women all over the world will
rcalize why in I[slam certain
things have been prohibited
for the women. Every rule pre-
scribed by Islam is meant for
the greater good of the
mankind.

M Zahidul | lague
Asstt. Prof. BAlL Dhaka- 1207

VAT

Sir VAT was introduced
aboul two years bunk through
the national budgel to rational-
ize the lax system and for
widening the tax net. As an
idea this is not bad. But in
practice many snags and
loopoles have already ap-
peared, While the shopkeepers
have increased the prices of all
the relevant commaoditics on
this plea and the buyers are
also paying through their
noses, only a fraction ol the
VAT is actually going to Govi.
eoffer. Rarely and buyer de-
mands receipt from the shop-
kecper and most of the
shopowners naturally, can take
this advantage and pay only a
small fraction of the VAT to
the Govt. , il necessary, in con-
nivance with some tax offlicials

in the south-west of Turkey,
strewn with Hellenic past.

The difficult cohabitation in
France comes at a time when
Europe is undergoing scvere
stresses. France and Germany
have been the two solid pillars
in the creation of Europe. Post
Maestricht Europe is faced
with numerous difliculties, not
the least of which are the suc-
cession of scandals in Italy, a
major player in Europe. In
Maestricht the Europeans set
their sights high. To navigate
the European ship through
the dangerous waters of the
end of the century, Europe will
need stability in France. The

French voters have handed
down an cnfeébled President
and strengthened the Prime
Minister. Cohabitation, sccond
time around will be more difli-
cult than last time and un-
doubtedly fascinating.
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As such the real beneficiarics
of the VAT are the business
class and maybe some tax offi-
cials, not the public exche-
quer.

It seems that something
is somewhere wrong in the
modus operandi, llence it is
time to ponder how to plug
the holes, so that its benefit
actually goes to the govern-
ment.

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantonment.

Kids for Saving Earth
Club No. 33355

Sir, | am wriling this letter
ler some help. On January 25
tlvre was a letter ("Crucl
m hod”) printed your To the
Ed:. " column The address
that .as given below of that
letter 18 it all right? | want to
be a member of the club "Kids
for Saving Earth

| mean if | send any letter

to that address, will | get any
response? | am twt sure about
the address s | wanl your
help

Faraz Halvran
343, Jafrabad
Shankar, Dhaka



