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LONDON, Apr 13:
Allan Border atte-
mpts to add an
Ashes hat-trick
| triumph to his
> mounting perso-
nal adchicvements in the
English cricket season starting
on Wednesday, reports Reuter.
Australian captain Border is
making what seems certain to
be his last tour of this country,
giving added dimension to his

bid for a third consecutive
Test series victory over
England.

Border's Australians re-
gained the Ashes in 1989 and
retained them in 1990-91 and
the 1993 edition of interna-
tional cricket's oldest and
most compelling contest will
be the money-spinning high-
light of the summer,

Advance ticket sales from
four of the six Test venues-Old
Traflord, Lord's, Edgbaston
and The Oval— show the ap-
peal of the Ashes battle is
greater than ever, ' despite
England's abject tour perlor-
mances on the Indian sub-
continent.

Australia arrive Fresh from
their own recent Test series
disappointments, having lost
2-1 at home to West Indies
and been held 1-1 in New
Zealand, but there is nothing
like the prospect of a tilt at

nd to rekindle Border's
ambitions.

Border, who will be 3B
midway through the tour, is
Test cricket's leading scorer,

most capped player and
longest-serving current cap-
tain, tesdmony to his durabil
ity, courage and determination.

His 141 Tests have bought
him a world record 10,262
runs— he broke Sunil
Gavaska~s mark of 10,122 last
month— and he has been
Australia’s lynch-pin since be-
ing made skipper during the
1984-85 rubber against West
Indies.

Border's mission l;his sum-

ALLAN BORDER
mer is to win with a touring
team chosen partly with an eye
to the firure.

Australia have never been
reluctant to thrust young talent
into their squad and the
choice of three pace bowlers
with only four Test caps be-
tween them-Wayne Holdswor-
th, Paul Reiffel and all-rounder
Frendon Julian— confirms that

Border contemplates Ashes hat-trick

policy.

The development of this
trio, together with emerging
legspinner Shane Warne, is
likely to be a key element in
the outcome of the series.

Australia’'s prospects will be
enhanced if the Tests are
played on the firm, dry pitches
that invariable t tour sides
whereas England would be
more likely to prosper in

scaming conditions.
England will be und-r.r th:

GRAHAM GOOCH
microscope, in terms of selec-
tion and strategy as well as
performance, alter losing their
last five Tests— the final match
against Pakistan in 1992 fol-
lowed by all three in India and
one in Shri Lanka.

Graham Gooch, captain in
three of those Tests, said he is

ready to continue the job he

started in 1990 and there is

little doubt the England
commitiee and tearmn manager
Keith Fletcher will want him
lo do so.

But Gooch has made it clear
he will not tour again, lcaving
England to line up a successor
— vice-captain Alec Stewart
and opener Michael Atherton
are lcading candidates— ahead

of their next assignment in
West Indies early in 1994,

Ideally, England's [uture
skipper would be vice captain
in the Ashes Series, providing
a measure of grooming and
continuity before being
pitched into the Caribbean
cauldron,

The captaincy is one aspect
of a potentially fascinating
summer in which the premier
domestic competition, the
country championship, will be
decided for the first time en-
tirely by four-day matches.

English cricket chiefs
opted for the new format in-
stead of a mix of games over
three and four days in the
hope it would breed better
quality Test players.

¢ county scason begins
on Wednesday with the tradi-
tional round of games between
county and university teams
while the championship—
Essex defend the title— starts
at the end of this month.

Border's Australiam arrive
on April 25, their itinerary in-
cluding three-one-day interna-
tionals in May befure the first

Test at Old Traﬂ'nrd starting
on June 3.

0 ( h ;

Awestruck teenagers call out to Michae]’ Chang and hls brother Carl during a side-change at the Salem Open in Hong
Kong on Apr 12. Hong Kong has claimed the Chinese-American as an adopted son and he has become a sex symbol
among young Hong Knng girls. The brothers lost their doubles match to South Africans Gary Muller and Neil Broad 6-3,

3-6, 6-4.

OK Sports
cricket

Sports Reporter

Bashaboo Sunflower Spor-
ting Club beat Banani Youth
Club by three wickets in the
OK Sports Cup cricket
tournament at the Azimpur
Community Centre ground
yesterday, says a press release.

Batting [irst Banani Club
were skittled out for a palt
77 in only 14.3 overs wit
Hassan Mehdi topscoring with
19.

Sajib and Tulip bagged
three and two wickets respec-
tively for Sunflower Sporting.

Sunflower Sporting cruised
past their opponents’ total
making 78 in 16.4 overs with
three wickets to spare.

Russel topscored with 25
while Rashed made 14.

Ronny and Tushar claimed

four and three wickets respec- |

tively for Sunflower Sporting
Chub.

Kashem Bhuiyan
leads in chess

Sports Reporter

Abul Kashem Bhuiyan with
full seven points from as many
matches sterday led the
table of ongoing Dhaka
Metropolis qualifying chess for
the forthecoming national
championship yesterday at the
National Sports Council chess
room.

Kashem beat AHM Ruhul
Amin in the seventh-round en-
counter yesterday.

Kari Mahbub Afzal, who beal

[ormer national champion
Rezaul Huq has six and a half
points

Those who have collected
six points each are Ruhul
Quddus, Mujibur Rahman and
Tolazzal Hossain Tipu.

Khorshed Alam, Arifu-
zzaman Sikder, Simanul Islam,
Abdullah Al-Rakib and Monir
Hossain each have [ive and a
hall points.

se with [ive points each
are Rezaul Huq, Jahangir
Ahmed, Shatkh Shahadat Ho-
ssain, Ali Amjad, Mizanur Rah-
man, Mehdi Hassan, Wallullah
Patwari, Enayet, Inbal Belal,
Arman Monir, Shahidullah,
Omar Faruk, Enamul Bahar,
Fakhrul Islam, Md Sharif,
Farhad Mannan and Shaikh
Aslam

Bangla New Year
handball meet

Sports Reporter

To mark the Bangla New
Year 1400 a handLall tourna-
ment will begin from April 20
at the Outer Stadium under
the joint acgis of the Bang-
ladesh Ha Il Federation
and the Dhaka Divisional
Sports Association, says a
press reicase.

The top six teams of the
First Division and the champi-
ons and runners-up teams of
the Second Division league will
be eligible 10 take part in the
tourney.

Concerned tcams have been
asked to contact the Fede-
ration office between 4:00 to

7:00 pm daily '
Two Bulgarnans

fail drug tests

LONDON, Apr 13: Two
Bu medalists from last
month's world indoor track
and field championships
tested ittve for banned

1

. twice

PARIS, Apr 13:
Bulgaria coach Di-
mitar Penev fis
praying his vol-
atfle striker Hri-
sto Stoichkov re-
covers his goal touch in time
[or Wednesday's World Cup
qualifier against Austria in
Vienna, reports AFP.

France's victory in the
Austrian capital last month has
put the talented Bulgarians
under pressure to match that
performance {f they are to take
one of the two qualifying
places from Group Six.

And while Penev and
Stoichkov have clashed bitterly
in public in the past, the coach
knows how important the
Barcelona forwards knack of
scoring crucial goals is to his
team’s chances of reaching the
United States. .

That's why the sharp de-
cline in Stoichkov's form re-
cently will be giving him

nightmares.

After starting the season

with a burst of 15 goals in 13
league games, Stoichkov has
. only three in his last
13 for the Catalan club.
Austria, having lost twice to
France, must beat the
Bulgarians to keep alive any
chance of making the trip to
the Unfited States. They were
unlucky to lose to a single goal
from French striker Jean-
Pierre Papin last month and
they could give Bulgaria prob-
lems

Italy expect to go clear at
the top of Group One for the
first time when they take on
Estonia in Trieste.

Coach Arrigo Sacchi is ex-

pected to stick with the side
that thrashed Malta 6-1 last
month, which means
Sampdo-ia's Roberto Mancini
is likely to play behind a front
two of Lazio’s Giuseppe S
and Al'essandro Melli, of on-
form Perma.

European champions Den-
mark will also be going for
goals at home to lowly Latvia as
they .ry to Icapfrog the

HRISTO STOICHKOV
Republic of Ircland and join
Spain at the top of Group 3.

But the Danes have been
dealt a bitter blow by a serious
injury to Flemming Povisen.

The Borussia Dortmund
striker, whose winner against
Spain last month put the
Danish campaign back on the
rafls, is out for up to six
months after tearing knee

Bulgana bank on Stoichkov

Cnach Richard Moellcr
Nielsen won't be too con-
cerned for the Latvia match
but the tireless running of
Povilsen will be sorely missed
in the critical match in Dublin
against the Republic in two
weeks time.

Wednesday's match will
mean an exhausting four games
in the space of eight days for
the big Danish keeper Peter
Schemichel, who is hoping to
guide Manchester United lo
the English Premier League ti-

tle as well as helping Denmark

to the United States.

He was on duty for both
‘United’'s eastern weekend
matches and flew to Denmark
straight after the 1-0 win at
Coventry on Monday. He will
be back on club duty at Old
Trafford against Chelsea on
Saturtay.

In the same
Lithuania entertain Albania but
neither side has any realistic

chance of qualifying.

Wales, whose campaign has
been revived by a 2-0 win over
Group Four leaders Belgium,
will be hoping Cyprus can steal
a point from Romania in
Bucharest. But the Romanians
were comiortable 4-1 winners
in Cyprus and. with the likes of
Georghe Hagl, they are un-
likely to slip up against the

Cypripts.

Group Five sees Luxe-
mbourg, who have yet to win a
point, entertain favourites
Russia.

The group has been weak-
encd by the exclusfon of seeds
Yugoslavia, and Greece and
Russia look certain to qualily.

group,

———

LONDON, Apr 13:

that United slip up. It's as

However, Palace manager

Ferguson heaves sigh of relief

Manchester Uni-
Led Alex
Ferguson heaved
a huge sigh of re-
lefl on Monday al-
iwr remaining one point clear
of Aston Villa at the head of
the English Premier League
following the busy Easter pro-
gramme, reports AFP.

It was at this time last year
that United’'s title chase fcll
apart and they handed the ini-
tiative to Leeds.

But Monday's 1-0 trtumph
at Coventry, which followed
their late 2-1 home success
over Sheflicld Wednesday last
Saturday, left Ferguson a happy
MEn.

“It's been a great Easter for
us, much better than last year,
and we're In a great position,”
he said alter Dennis Irwin's
drive had clinched the points.

"It won't be easy, it never is,
but we're prepared to go all
the way."

Coventry chief Bobby Gould
— whose side have been beaten
by United, but taken four
points off Villa this season—
refused to commit himsell on
the eventual champions.

"We gave them a good run
for their money,” he explained.
“Its still all 1o play for at the
op.

"Alex Ferguson seemed
more relaxed o me than Ron
Atkinson, but Villa have gone
and got a great result at

That was achieved with a

. rare headed goal from recalled
. ex-England winger Tony Daley,

who was starting only his sec-

| ond game since a knee opera-

. eon

"That's the first goal I've
headed for about five years,” he
recalled. "It's been a long wait
but worth #."

“We knew we had to win
and we came here in a very
mtm frame of mind. We

to keep winning and hope

simple as that. But we are con-
fident.”

Meanwhile, Middlesbrough
manager Lennie Lawrence ac-
cepted that relegation was a
near certainty after his side’s
4-]1 thrashing at Crystal Palace.

He admitted: “We've not
been good enough lo cope at
this level and we won't change
things around at this stage.

“I've never known anything
so swilt, savage and compre-
hensive as our decline in the
last three months.

ALEX FERGUSON
*All the injuries we had al-

ter Christmas started it and
we've never been able to re-
cover.

"We haven't the players ca-
pable of doing it in the
Premier League and there have
got 1o be changes In personnel
which | will make in the sum-
mer

"Otherwise the slump will
continue next season, because
even against the lkes of
Barnsley and Peterborough we
will let in goals defending like
we did today.”

“Palace have the experience
o get oul of trouble, but we
haven't. Their players have
done it all before.”

Steve Coppell was more cau-
tious about his side’s chances
ol avoiding the drop after scc-
ond-half goals from Simon
Rodger, Eric Young, Chris,
Armstrong and Chris Colernan
had eased the London club's
WOrrics.

“There are still a few twists
and turns to go yet belore we
are safe, but | can see the fin-
ishing lne coming a bit closer
for us,” said the ex-England
winger.

"l leel sympathy for Lennie
because it's hard in a team's
[irst season In the to P
Division. | got away with it in
my f{irst year because my
chairman made funds avaflable
to me for players.”

Nottingham Forest man-
ager Brian Clough is set for at
lcast another scason In the
Premier League according to
Tottenham coach Doug Liver-
more, who made his judge-
ment after ll:t‘liﬂpﬂfl lose
2-1 to Clough's side.

"Forest are still in with a
chance of survival,™ said
Livermore. “The win will
them a tremendous It If
hadn't beaten us, it would have
been uphill all the way. But
now Lthere is light at the end of
Lhe tunnel.”

Clough s
Forest win their remaining
games against Wimbledon,
Arsenal and Ipswich away and
at home to Sheflield United.

“A hell of a lot can still
happen,” he said. "I've over-
come some hurdles before and
I'll be around to overcome
some more in the future.”

Vinnie amerced

LONDON, Apr 13: Wimble-
don midficelder Vinnie Jones
was suspended Tuesday for
four matches and fined 1,000
pounds (dirs 1,500) for
various louls committed during
Lhe Premier League season,
reports AP.

demanding

Sanchez pushes

Seles to limit

COLUMBUS, Apr 13: After
splitting the first two sets,
top-ranked Monica Seles won
a ticbreaker Monday night to
defeat Arantxa Sanchez Vic-
ario in the featured match ol
the Big Bear Tennis Challenge
exhibition, reports AP,

Sunchez Vicario, ranked No.
3 in the world, then tcamed
with Billie Jean King to dcfeat
Seles and Virginia Wade 6-3 in
doubles. Wade had beaten King
6-3, in a senior singles match
to open lhe third annual char-
ity exhibition,

Andre Agassi will play Jelhin
McEnroe and Bjorn Borg
meets Vitas Gerulaitis in
Tuesday night's men’'s single
matches. Agassi and Gerulaitis
will team to play McEnroe and
Borg in doubles.

Seles, winner of four of the
last five Grand Slam events,
dominatad the opening set of
her singles match with
Sanchez Vicario, who was
coming ofl a victory at Amelia
Island, Fla, on Sunday. It was
Seles’ first action since she

was sicelined with a _flu virug § |

on Feb 21

Leading 3-2 and at deuce in
the sixth game, Scles ripped a
service return down the line
for the advantage, then broke
service when Sanchez Vicario
double faulted. Seles held her
serve to go up 5-2, then broke
again to take the first set 6-2.

But Sanchez Vicario had
two service breaks on the way
to a quick 4-0 lead, winning
the second set 6-2 and send-
ing the exhibition into a 12-
point ticbreak.

Trailing 1-2, Seles won the
next four points, twice nailing
winners on two-handed back-

hand passing shots.

Seles closed out the match
by whistling a two-handed
furchand down the line for the
7-3 victory.

in the night's {irst match,
Wade won four of the first five
games and was never threat-
ened. With King trailing 1-4,
love 40, a spectator yelled,
"Come on, Billie Jean!” King
shouted back, "I'm doing my
best,” as the crowd broke up.

HONG KONG, Apr
13: New world
number one Pete
Sampras dismi-
ssed Frenchman
Stephane Simian
6-2. 6 4 in the.first round of
the 300,000 US dollars Hong
Kong Open here Tuesday,
rcports AFP.

Sampras needed only 65
minutes to reach the next
round, leading a charge of the
sccded players —fellow
Americans Michael Chang and
Brad Gilbert included — into
the second round.

The 2]-year-old Sampras,
winner of last week's Japan
Open. broke the bespectacled
Simian in the third and sev-
enth games to take the first
set.

Adapting well to thc warm
conditions and serving
fully, Sampras had the bold
Simian floundering at the net
with pin-point backhand pass-
ing shots.

Seeded second | here,
Sampras needed only one ser-
vice break in the sccond set to
wrap
dream debut in Hong Kong.

"It is a beautiful city,” said
Sampras, who Monday took
over the top ATP slot from fel-
low-American Jim Courfer,

Sampras, who will meet
Germany's David Prinosil in
the second round, was trou-
bled slightly by a stifl back on
court.

Hong Kong favourite
Michael Chang also had few.
problems in his first round
match, defeating Australian
qualifier Jason Stoltenberg in

straight sets.
Chang, world number nine
and seeded third here,

breezed to a 6-3, 6-4 victory.

Fourth seed Amos Mansdorf
of Israel was stretched to a
first set tie-break before
brushing aside Canada's top
player Chris Pridham.

Mansdorf, losing finalist at
the 'Salem Open in Osaka a
fortnight ago, won 7-6 (9-7),
6-3 to secure his second round
berth.

Other sceds
Tuesday, also salely made it
into the second round.
American Bread Gilbert, num-

in action,

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 41 Boat or DOWN 11 Prepare
1 "Mermaids” cloth 1 Close- the salad
actress lead-in mouthed 17 Alternoon
5 Fall behind 42 English person party
8 Name for counties 2 Symbol of 19 Install in
a firehouse 45 Cures saint- office
dog meat, in liness 22 The end
12 Wash a way 3 —I 24 It's before
13 Literary 49 Seed of Would jacket or
collection the nut Leave soup
14 Therefore pine You" 25 "— Get
15 Actor 51 Mexican 4 Bring to By”
Baldwin coin mind 26 Role for
16 Hairstyle 52 Dies — 5 Listens Bob
for 53 Noah's atten- Denver
Pollyanna boat tively? 27 Japanese
18 Swamp 54 Townin 6 Black bird seaport
20 Feels Sicily 7 Practical 29 Fishing
intuitively 55 Anagram jokes pole
21 Explorer of dent 8 Medium's 30 %
Ericsson 56 Mai — medium? a nn
23 Opera (rum drink) 9 Unspoiled 33 Dizzy
division 57 Mover and 10 Make spell
24 Playtul shaker eyes al 36 Merited
secret Solution time: 26 min. 38 m to
langu
28 Emorals  CIOWINSIINTATTIVIETR] 40 Classic
Isle car
31 Samuel's 42 Curl aid?
teacher 43 TV's
32 Large Spenser:
ame For —*
ishes 44 Narrow
34 Cain's land |
35 Auk genus 46 Gambling
37 Goose- ame
foots 47 =y
39 Mal 48 Fly aloft
ghb?n 50 Bank acct.

up the match and make a

ber five, crushed Ru:aian

Andiet Cherknsov 6-2, 6-3.
Another American David

P

PETE SAMPRAS
Wheaton, seeded seventh here,
a]nu had an easy time in ward-

— AFP phnm

Sampras blasts Simian off court

ing off the challenge of China's
number one Xia Jiaping, win-
ning 6-3, 6-1,

Ausiralian Todd Woodbrid-
ge, a semi-finalist here last
year, overcame Patrick Kuhnen
of Germany 6-0, 1-6, 6-1 in a

scrappy match which saw
fortunes fluctuate.

" Woodbridge, who got off to

a blistering start looked in
danger of conceding the match
after suffering a mid-match
crisis.

But the 22-year-old
Australian Davis Cup player re-
covered his composure to blitz
Kuhnen in the deciding set
and enter the second round
where he will meet Chang.

Woodbridge defeated Chang
last week in three sets at the

Japan Open in Tokyo.

Old gives way to new

CHARLOTTE, No-
rth Carolina, Apr
13: The opening
day of the
275,000 US me-
n's clay court ¢h-
ampionships was tinged with
nostalgia on Monday as two 33-
ycar-old left handers with
fading careers played matches
on the stadium court, reports

Reuter.
Tim Wilkison, a Ilocal

favourite who retired from the
tour two years ago, gave up 13
years in to his 20-year-old
opponent, qualifier Michael
Joyce, the unranked Wilkison

"was given a wildcard into the

32-man field but lacked speed
and [irepower against his fel-
low American, losing 6-1, 6-4.

In a later match, 1990
French Open champion Andres
Gomez of Ecuador, also 33 but
still the owner of a world rank-
ing of 217, was also a loser.
Gomez was beaten by 27-year-
old, 100th-ranked Claudio
Mezzadri of Switzerland, 6-3,
7-5.

Gomez never found his
rhythm and missed chances to
close out the second set when
he squandered a 4-2 lead.
Mezzadri pounded heavy top-
spin winners to keep Gomez
ofl balance but needed three
maich points to close out the

. Argentina, ranked 1

viclory

'T'he day's only upset came
when fourth-seeded American
Jell Tarango, ranked 69th, was

ten by Horacio de la Pena of
o ’ 40th, 7-6,

(7-5}). 6-1.

Second seeded Todd
Martin of the United States
and third-seeded Jaime Yzaga
of Peru advanced easily. Martin
beat Ctislav Dosedel of the
Czech Republic 6-3, 6-2 while
Yzaga defeated Sergio Cortes of
Chile 6-2, 6-2.

Wilkison could hold serve
only once in the first set
against Joyce, ranked 363rd,
after tralling 3-0. Despite his
trademark willingness to lunge
and dive for every shot, he
could rot keep up with Joyce,

who took the first set 6-1.

The younger American ap-
peared to relax in the second
set and Wilkison, once nick
named "Dr. Dirt,” brieflly
gained momentum. But again
he failed to capitalise, missing
four break points against Joyce
in the foarth game.

A lapse of concentration
cost Joyce a break in the sixth
game, but he quickly broke
back.

"1 definitely did let up in
the second set,” said Joyce.
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Saturday’s Cryptoqu

RYPT
PKYVEB TIE R
VYVCYY QHGIR
VBHGH ' R

WCGTXQ
; PBHGH
X PK QQ,
X FECW*'Y

ip: WHEN TROUT FISHER-

MAN WROTE A NOVEL, THE NARRATIVE WAS
STREAM OF CONSCIOUSNESS.

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: P equals W
The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one

letter stands for another. If
will

words and words using an a
locating vowels. Solution is

you think that X equals O, it
equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short

ve you clues to
errofr.

strophe
trial a



