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PARIS, Apr 12:
Anderlecht bec-
ame the first club
to wrap up a
major European

' lcague champion-
ship when they secured their
22nd Belgian title with a 3-0
win over Lierse on Saturday,
reports AFP.

The two points gave the fa-
mous Brussels club an 11 point
lead over second place
Standard Liege, held to a 1-1
draw by Waregem, with [ive
matches left to m’

Reigning ¢ fons FC
Bruges, who need to at least
draw with Marseille
next Wednesday to give
Rangers a chance of making
the European Cup final, were

to a scoreless draw by
ren.

They are level with
Waregem in third place and
still on line for a place in next
year's UEFA Cup.

In Italy, Ruud Gullit saved
AC Milan from defeat for the
second time in three weeks in
Saturday's Milan derby.

Gullit, who headed a spec-
tacular late equaliser against
Torino two weeks ago,
peated the trick with a
shot across Walter
minutes from time after Nicola
Herti put Inter ahead on the
stroke of half-time.

The draw killed off
nternazionale's lngering
hopes of preventing their
ncighbours from the
championship. Fabio Capello’s
men, despite taking only three
points from their last four
ganres, are seven points clear

“'with only seven games left to

re-
low
six

Gullit still hasn't been of-
fered a new contract for next
season but his current form
might prompt a change of
heart from Milan's owner
Silvio Berlusconi.

It will certainly give
Enil:nd manager Graham
Taylor plenty to worry about as
he prepares for the ecrucial
World Cup qualifier
Holland at the end of the
month.

A double by Antonio Conte
gave Juventus victory over

Torino in the Turin derby
match and lifted the struggling
giants back to fifth place,

The young midfielder
opened the scoring after nine
minutes and then got the win-
ner nine minute from time af-
ter Uruguayan Carlos Aguilera
had put Torino on level terms
in the 29th minute.

Parma's run of blistering
form that has seen them end
AC Milan's unbeaten run and

get to the verge of a Cup

Winners' Cup final appearance

continued with a 3:1 home
win over Cagliari that put them
clear of Lazio in thirdy

The striking duo of
Sweden's Thomas Brolin and
Colombian Faustino Asprilla
did the trick again with a goal
apiece after 16 and 57 min-
utes. Loreenzo Minotti re-

stored Parma's advantage after

Jose Herrera had equalised for
the Sardintan outfit.

Lario were held in Rome E.y

b i e

RUDI VOELLER
Foggia alter German striker
Karl Heinz Riedle had put
them ahead in the 28th
minute. Denmark's Brian
Laudru d Argentinian
Sabriel Mm put Fiorentina
two up and in control against
Brescia.

But aftcr Batistuta was given
his marching orders for a sec-
ond bookable offence, the
third-from-bottom club staged
a fightback and two goals In a
minute from the Romanian duo
of Georghe Hagi and Florin
Raducioiu earned them a point.

In France, Croat striker
Alen Boksic boosted his value
for an ¢ close season
move to Italy with another goal

‘as Olympique Marseille got

back to winning ways in the
French league on Saturday.
Marsecille, disappointed by a
1-1 European Cup draw with
G Rangers in midweek
in ich Boksic was anony-
mous, bounced back to beat
Sochaux 2-0. Rudi Voeller got
the second after Boksic had
opened the scoring with his
14th league goal this season.
The champions, aiming for
a fifth title on the trol, stay
two points ahead of Monaco
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tract to run, but club officials

con- .

are ready to relcase him to
furid the signing of Xavier
Gravelaine, the Caen striket
who leads the strikers table in
France.

Voeller, 33 this week, now
has 15 goals. The veteran
German striker has in
two World Cup finals but has
only an Itallan Cup Winners
medal, carned at Roma to
show for his long club career.

SAD NIGHT FOR HUARD

Bordeaux climbed into third
place with a 2-1 victory over
Montpellier but it was still a
sad night for Bordeaux goal-
kecper Gatean Huard who
conceded his first goal in a
French league record of 1,176
minutes. His side are unbeaten
in 14 games.

Paris St Germain beat bot-
tom-of-the-table Nimes 1-0.
Nimes coach Michel was
dismissed from the touch line
for protesting too much about
the referee’'s decisions.
Despite the presence of France
centre back Laurent Blanc the
southern club now seems des-
tined for relegation.

Anderlecht's 22nd Belgian title | &

BAYERN BOUNCE BACK .

Bayern Munich bounced
back from two straight dcleats
to beat Borussia Dostmund 2-0
and resume their clear leader-
ship of the German lcague
when the top four teams
‘clashed head-on, on Satu ;

Closest rivals Werder
Bremens' 15-match unbeaten
run was wrecked by a 3-O de-
feat at third-placed Eintracht
Frankfurt.

Veteran Dutch midficlder
Jan Wouters scored Bayern's
first against Dortmund and
former international Olal Thon
sealed victory with a late
penalty.

Bremen, meanwhile, equal
on points with Bayern belore

‘Saturday's clashes, never re-

covered from the shock of
conceding an Edgar Schmitt
goal right on half-time.

Eintracht are now one point

behind Bremen and threc be-
hind Bayem.

At the other end of the
table, once-mighty Cologne
were left anchored in the rele-
gation zone after losing 2-1 at
home to Borussia Monchengla-
dbach. Uwe Fuchs' late strike
proving no consolation after
second-half goals by Martin
Schneider and Swedish
international Martin Dahlin.

Bayer Urdingen and VFL
Bochum, immediately below
Cologne, picked up points,
Urdingen seeing off visiting
Nurenberg 2-1 and Bochum
holding Karlsruhe to a 2-2
draw at home.

Milan no more under pressure

MILAN, Apr 12:
AC Milan's 1-1
draw against city
rivals Internazio-
nale may not have
mathematically
wrapped up the ltallan soccer
championship, but it has eflec-
tively removed any remaining
pressure on them ahead of the
European Cup final, reports
Reuter. |

Second-placed Inter repre-
scnted the last, remote chal-
lenge to AC Milan retaining
their league title, but after
Saturday's draw Milan remain
seven points clear with seven
games lelt,

With matches against the
likcs of Udinese, Ancona,
Brescia and Genoa, Milan
should be able to c¢linch the
championship without undue

Saturday's game: "The only
table that interests me
is the final one.

"However, 1| have to admit
that with this situation | can
now work calmly until the
{European Cup) final and
through to the end of the
championship.” i

A well-taken equaliser from
Ruud Gullit seven minutes
from the end saved the day for
Milan and strengthened the
Dutchman’'s hand in ongoing
talks about the renewal of his
contract.

Milan qualified for the May
26 European Cup final in
Munich when they beat
Sweden's [FK Gothenburg 1-0
on Wednesday.

Their last semifinal series
game at home to Dutch cham-
pions PSV Eindhoven next

tinctly anti-climactic feel about

. it with Juventus avenging their

recent [talian Cup semifinal
elimination by Torino with a 2-
1 win. -

Juventus striker Gianluca
Vialli, a second half substitute,
proved decisive with a fine
cross from which midfielder
Antonio Conte scored the win-
ner nine minutes from time.

The victory, four days after
a 2-1 UEFA Cup semifinal first

leg win over Paris St Germain,
would suggest Juventus have
found their best form following
a bad h:nguc TUrs.

Coach Giovanni Trapattoni
said: "A lot of superficial televi-
sion judgements recently have
upset me. People forget that
for nearly all my players, this
derby was the 10th game in
little more than a menth.”

AMELIA ISLAND,
Florida, Apr 12:
Top-seeded Ara-
nixa Sanchez-
Vicario, the hot-

test player on the

£ | | women's circuit, beat two-time
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American Petn; Bampr‘;,. -whu nniy just se?:urvd Lhe
pumber one slot by leafrogging over fellow countryman

Jim Courier, holds his Japan

Open crystal trophy aloft

after the final where he beat another American, Brad

Gilbert in Tokyo Sunday.

CHENEY, Wash,
Apr 12: The news
from Bosnia and
Croatia is painful
,_ for Sejla Serifovic

and Tina Diouhy,
whose homelands have been
torn by cthnic war, reports AP.

But at least they have ten-
nis. The two are top doubles
partners on Eastern Washin-
gton University’'s tennis team.

The young roommates have
drawn strength from one an-
other in dealing with the vio-
lence in former Yugoslavia.

"So many times, | think |
wouldn't make it if Sejla wasn't
here,” Dlouhy said. "When I'm
down, she always tries to be up
and get me happy again.”

Sejla comes from a Muslim
family, Tina from a Christian
family, although Sejla said
neither she nor Tina, nor their
families, actively practice their
reli :

i
doubles competition until last
week. And as of Monday,
Diouhy was 6-5 as the Eagles
top singles player, while
Serifovic was 10-1 in the No. 2
slot, This week, Serifovic was
named the Big Sky
Conierence’'s women's tennis
player of the week. -

As doubles partners,
Dlouhy's net-skimming ground
strokes provide most of the
power, while Serifovic adds fi-
nesse.

In the classroom,
{freshmen are honours stu-

Home wins for
Canada, Mexico

VANCOUVER, Canada, Apr
12: Canada and Mexico scored
home wins in their World Cup
CONCACAF zone qualifying
matches Sunday — Canada de-
feating El Salvador 2-0 in
Vancouver and Mexico scoring
a 3-0 win over Honduras in
Mexico City despite being re-

At least they have tennis

were undcfl:llﬂd In |

— AFP photo

dents. Dlouhy is considering
pre-medical studies, while
Serifovic is aiming for a busi-
ness degree.

Both women came to
Washington high schools on
exchange programmes. The
two had never played each
other in Europe, but they
quickly meshed in Cheney.

Serifovic, 18, is from Tuzla,
Bosnia; Dlouhy, 19, is from
Ostjek, Croatia.

"They have to be really con-
cerned about what's going on
(in former Yugoslavia), but they
don't let it interfere with their
concentration,” tennis coach
Sunya llerold said.

Despite their success in
this country, they must comc
to grips with the situation at
home.

- Bosnian Serbs, backed by
Serb-dominated Yugoslavia,
have seized 70 percent of
Bosnia : Muslims
and CID:AE vgtlzl r indepen-
dence from Belgrade In

February 1992. More than
134,000 people — some re-
ports say 200,000 — are dead
or missing. Two million more
are homeless.

"Most of the time we [eel
guilty,” Dlouhy said. "It's really
hard — especially after we talk
to our parents.”

"I'm totally
there,” Serifovic said. "Not just

glad I'm out of

because of the war, but because

of the way it is destroying peo-

ples’ minds. I'd be: 18 with no

life and no goals there.”

Finnberg's title

KUALA LUMPUR, Apr 12:
Axel Finnberg of Germany

needed just four points in a

tiecbreak Monday to complete a
7-6 (7-B), 7-6, (7-3) victory
over Clementi N'Goran of the
Ivory Coast for the singles title
of a Malaysia Satellite Circuit
tennis tournament, reports AP.

Rain stopped the match
Sunday with Finnberg leading
3-1 in the second- set tiebreak

defending champion Gabricla
Sabatini 6-2, 5-7, 6-2 on
Sunday in the final of the

375,000 dollar Bausch and

Lomb tennis championships,
reporis Reuter.

"I know I'm playing ve
well,” said Sanchez-Vicario ai-
ter picking up her 10th career
title.

“For sure, the know
that I'm in my best shape and
hitting the ball very well. I'm
number three, I'm strong and
I'm consistent,” the Spaniard
added.

Although Sabatini has won
11 of 18 carcer meetings be-
tween the finalists, Sanchez-

Another factor in her favour
Sunday was that her coach for
the past month, Carlos
Kirmayr, spent the last three
years working with Sabatini.

Neither player, however,
thought information Kirmayr
could provide about Sabatini’s
game was the difference.

"He knew Gaby well, but the
last three times | beat her
without him,” Sanchez-Vicario
said. "He can help me, but ['ve
still got to play.”

The two-hour 45-minute fi-
nal was a wonderful display of
tennis on both sides of the net.

"I moved the ball very well,
changed the pace, hit a lot of
drop shots and went to the
nct,” sald Sanchez-Vicario.
"She didn't know what | was
going to do.”

After a slow start, Sanchez-
Vicario took control of the
match. She won eight consecu-
tive games durin one
stretch— closing out first

Vicario has won the last four. )

sct and taking a 2-0 lead in the
second.

Just when it appeared
Sabatini was headed for a lop-
sided defeat, the defending
champion battled back. She
held serve in the third game of
the third set and broke

Sanchez-Vicario three games
later to pull even at 3-3.

"1 got more aggressive, go-

ing

to the net more, taking

ARANTXA SANCHEZ

beat her,” Sabatini said: "|
made a lot ol mistakes, but |
won a lot of points, too."

Saba‘int squandered four
set points before finally pre.
vaiing 7-5. She Jed 2-1 in the
third set before Sanchez-
Vicaric, who got a second-
wind during a three-minute
injury timeout, regained con-
trol and won the last five
games ol the match.

"] was tired at the end, not
moving the same way,” Sabatini

said. "It ‘was hard to attack.”

1! Sanchez ends Sabatini's reign

— with a sprained
ankle, tripped and fell during
the first game of the last set

The spil caused an anxious
moment but didn't slow her

ond-ranked Steffi Grafl.

Gral was responsible for
both her recent final losses—
at the Virginia Slims of Florida
in March and the Family Cirele
Magazine, Cup last week. |

Sabatini was gunning for
her first title since winning
the 1962 ltalian Open last May.
She lost to Martina Navratflova
in her only other final appear-
ance sityce Naly at Flelderstadt,
Germany in October. :

She is not concerned she
has not visited the winner's
circle in almost a year. .

“I'm mnot thinking about
that,” said Sabatini, who took
home 20,000 dollars. "T'm not
worriec. | just need to play
these kinds of matches and
win them.”

‘Courier cruises past Matsuoka

HONG KONG, Apr
12: Deposed Wor-
ld Number One
Jim Courier mov-
¢d into the seco-
nd round of the
300,000 US
dollar llong Kong Open here
Monday with a 6-3, 6-2 victory
over Japanese star Shuzo
Matsuoka, reports AFP.

Courier later admitted that
his earnest desire at present
was "to spend a month on a
beach.”

The 22-year-old Courler,
who is currently going through
a bad pateh having Jost ‘his top
ATP slot to compatriot Pete
Sampras, despatched
Matsuoka with ease.

With his trademark fore-
hand flashing like a scythe,
Courier relentlessly cut down
Matsuoka, Asia's top-ranked

ayer.
o }furﬁm break in the sixth
game was sufficient to give de-
fending champion and top
seed Courfer the first set.

The lanky Japanese tried
gamely to slug it out with
Courier from the baseline, but
failed miserably as he made
numerous unforced errors.

“It is always dangerous to
play him because he has a big
game and always goes for the
big shots,” said Courier after-
wards.

Matsuoka, ranked 77,
dropped his service twice in
the second set to give Courler
an easier than expected entry
into the second round where
he will meet Briton Jeremy
Bates. .
3ut his immediate thoughts

were on a vacation. "I wouldn't

mind having a vacation now. |
will have three wecks ofl after
this tournament.

T will be going home . . .
home is where the heart is~
added Courier, who looked
dispirited despite having
tucked a win under his beit.

The right-handed American
arrived in Hong Kong from
Japan having lost his hold on

JIM COURIER

the number one spot on the
ATP rankings. Two consecutive
losses, in Osaka and Tokyo, al-
lowed Sampras to leapfrog
him.

Sixth seeded Brett Steven
of New Zealand also safely ne-
gotiated his way into the sec-
ond round, Monday.

Steven was a scare by
American qualifier Rob Weiss,
dropping the first set 4-6, But

* he came back to win the next

two sets, 6-1, 6-1.
The other seeded player in
action, Jan Siemernik (8) of

' senfor referees

the Netherlands also had an
easy time, defeating another
qualifier, Briton Chris Bailey,
6-4, 6-1.

Wildcard entrant Tommy
Ho of the United States proved
his mettle by toppling favoured
Australian Richard Fromberg
in straight sets.

Ho, —anked 118 and 43
places behind Fromberg, pow-
ered his way to a 7-5, 6-2 vie-

tory.
World Number One
Sampras and Hong Kong

favourite Michael Chang will
play their first round matches
Tuesday.

‘Sampras meets talented
Frenchman Stephane Simian
while Chang take on Jason
Stoltenberg of Australia.

On Monday, Chang who
partnered his elder brother
and coach Carl, lost 6-3, 3-6,
6-4 to Neil Broad of Britain
and Gary Muller of South Africa

in a doubles match.
Women referees
for Aussie NBL

SYDNEY, Apr 12: Two
women referees will handle
matches for the first time
when the Australian National
Basketball League season starts
next week, reports AP.

Sharcn Arnold, 35, and 24-
year-old Carolyn Gillespie were
named Thufsday to the NBL's
panel— the
first women referees to reach
that level in the league's 14-_
year history.

"There is no doubt the play-
ers will have some adjusting to
do,” said NBL general manager
Bill Palmer.
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