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" District roundup

NARAIL

Shortage of
bullock

hits farming

Apr 12: Acute shortage of
bullocks has been persisting in
the district causing serious
hindrance to cultivation, re-
ports UNB,

According to sources, about
70 per cent farmers of the dis-
trict have no bullocks. As a re-
sult 60 per cent land could not
be cultivated last year.

On the other hand, most of
the farmers have been tilling
their lands by hiring bullocks

. as they can not afflord to buy
bullocks.

A pair of bullocks is being
sold between Taka 10,000 and
Taka 12,000 in diflerent mar-
kets of the district which is
beyond the capacity of the
poor [armers.

Sométimes, they till their
lands with spade and draw
harrows by themselves.

Moreover, cattle diseases
take a heavy toll every year. But
no necessary steps have yet
been taken by the Livestock
Department to arrest the dis-
ease, it was al :

On the other hand, slau
tering of bullocks and cows
increased considerably follow-
ing scarcity of fish in the mar-
ket.

SANBAL,
Projects under
Test Relief
Plan completed

Apr 12:' Projects under
Test Reliel Programme in ten
thanas of Barisal district have
been completed recently, re-
ports BSS.

According to an official
source, lhe ment sanc-
tioned 1,042 metric tons of
wheat for implementation of
these projects in the current
fiscal year.

The projects included re-
pairing of roads, cleaning of
bushes, jungles and water hy-
acinths of ponds or tanks, re-
pairing of educational institu-
tions, mosqués and temples
and construction of bamboo

Of the total, 94 projects
were completed in Barisal
Sadar thana, 189 projects in
‘Bakergonj, 32 projects in
Babu 41 projests s Wazir-
pur, gnjm in Gournadi,
50 projects in Agailjhara, 40
projects . in H:hmdigunj 3‘?

mm Htth. 82 p

ts ln
Bartsal P‘ll.trill'lln nrd’ec
jects in Muladi thanas of thc
district.

CHUADANGA

Lions Club
hands over

rickshaw

From Our Correspondent

Apr 12: On behalfl of "Lions
Club of Dhaka Purabi-District-
315 A Bangladesh” a rickshaw
was handed over to a local
rickshawpullar named Siraj Ali
at a function held here at the
local raflbazar Chand Market.

The Deputy Commissioner
ol Chuadanga M Tajul Islam
whe was nt on the occa-
sion as the chiel guest handed
over the rickshaw on behalfl of
the club.

The advisor of Lions Club,
- Dhaka, Purabi who was also
present on the occasion
presided over the flunction.

The rickshaw was handed
over under the permanent re-
habilitation programme of Lhe
club.

The function was arranged
by the Chuadanga district
Probin Kallyan Samity.

KHULNA

Seminar held
in observance
of World Health

Day

Apr 12: Participants al
seminar on laka care of life
and rcsist terrorism and care
ikm::" here on Wednesday
‘valled for excriing concerted
efforts o ensure health for all
by the ycar 2000, reports UNB

Khuina Metropolitan Police
(KMP) organised the seminar
at fis conference room in ob-
servance of World Health Day.

Spclkln? as chiefl gucst,
Mayor Khulna City
Corporation Syed Tayebur
Rahman said ment ef-
forts to ensure "Heailth for All
by 2000 AD" should be sup-
plemented by NGOs and pri-
vale inftiatives.

Careiessness generaies ler
roriam and accidents which
:H in a crippled society. he

Vice Chaneellor of Khulna
U Dr Golam Rahman,

Commisstoncr Abdur
Muktadir Chowdhury and DIG
Ashrafil Huda were among
those who spoke at the sems-
nar presided owr by KMP
E:Mr Rafiqul Alam

MYMENE[NG_I_I_
Seminar
held

Apr 12: A seminar on 'Fac-
tors aflecting toxin con-
centration in lathyrus sativas'
[Kheshari) was held on
Monday at the library bhavan of
the Bangladesh Agricultural
University, reports BSS.

Organised by Bangladesh
Agricultural University Rese-
arch and Education System
(BAURES), the seminar was
presided over by prof Zahirul
Hug Bhuiyan, Rabiul Haq, a Ph
D student, Department of Bio-
Chemistry, participated in the
discussion as resource person.

Prof Farnande Lambain of
Belgium and Prof Muhammad
ossain of Bangladesh Agricul-
tural University participated in
the discussion.

LALMONIRHAT

50 hurt in

five separate
clashes

Apr 12: At least 50 people

were injured in five scparate
clashes” in the dhistriet over

land dispultes, police said on
Wednesday, reports UNDB:

According to witnesses, 12
people were injured when two
groups locked in a clash over
the possession of a plot of khas
land at Gorurbil in Kaliganj
thana of on March 26. Of them,
Saifaluddin (50) was scnt to
Rangpur Medical College
Hospital in a critical condition.

On March 19, in another
clash at village Botla, 13 peo-
ple were injured. Of them,
Atiar Rahman (30), Gulam
Mustafa (28), Aminur Rahman
(28), Dil Mamud (50), Ekramul
Haq (32) and Shamnsul Haq
{30) were admitted to ‘the lo-
cal health complex.

On March 15, at lcast 7
people were injured in a clash
over the possession of a dis-

' puted land at village Latabar in

the same thana. Of them,
Sultan Ahmed (35), Sohrab Ali
(30), Alema Khatun (25) and
Johora Khatun were admitted
to local health complex.

In another clash at village
Sebakdas of the thana, four
pecople were wounded on the
same day. Of the injured,
Sharafat Ali (40) was rushed to
the local health complex while
others were relcased afler first
aid.

CHITTAGONG

Relief goods

sanctioned for
fire-victims

Apr 12: State Minister for
Reliel Lutfur Rahman Khan vis-
ited the fire-hit Kadam area in
the port city on Tuesday, re-
ports UNB.

He went round the fire gut-
ted houses and talked to the
affected people. He enquired
about their welfare and ex-
pressed his deep sympathy.

The Sate Minister sanc-
tioned |5 metric tons of rice,
100 pileces of saree, 100
pieces of lungl and cash Taka
50,000 as gratuitous reliel for
the fire victims.

He assured them that the
government would provide all
possible help for their relief
and rehabflitation.

Mayor of the City
Corporation Mir Mohammed
Nasiruddin, Syed Wahidul Alam
MP and Serajul Islam accom-
panied the state minister dur-
ing the visit.

Later he inspected the
Chittagong relief godown at
Halishahar and the stock of Ci
sheets at Chittagong sea port
which was recently imported
by the Ministry of Relief.

Sﬂ!mm
Housewife
beaten to death

From Our Correspondent

Apr 12: One housewife
Haftza Khatun (20}, daughter of
Samsur Rahman of village
Jhowdanga under Sadar thana
was beaten to death by her
husband recently.

It is reported that deccased
Hafliza got married twice be-
fore but was divorced for fail
urc to meet up the demand of
dowry within short period.

Later, she got married with
Nasiruddin of village Hazipur
under the same thana a ycar
back. But Nasir was not also
the exception after one year of
marriage he demanded the
dowry but the poor parents of
Hafiza was unable to meet up
the demand. As a result, he
tortured her off and on and on
the day of occurrence the
cruel husband beat her merci-
lessly and she become uncon-
scious. At that time, the killer
husband poured Mquid pesti-
cide into her mouth and
forced her to take inside con-
sequently she died. The neigh-
bours informed the matter to
the police. But the killer hus-

band managed to escape.

A case was lodged with
Satkhira ps in this regard.

Natlonal
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PATUAKHALI, Apr 12:
Trees of the district are on the
verge of extinction due to
rampant use as firewood in the
brickfields violating the gov-

ernment restriction, reports
LINB.
Local people alleged that a

huge quantity of firewood is
being used in the brickfields
instead of coal. At present,
firewood is being sold between
Taka B0 and Taka 90 per
maund. The brickfield owners
prefer firewood to coal for use
in manufacturing bricks due to
its cheap price, they added.

Fruit bearing trees like
mango, jackfruit, date and
other valuable trees are being
felled in huge numbers for use
in the brickfields every day,
they added.

Sometimes. the brickfield
owners allure the poor people
to sell their trees by giving ad-
vance payment.

Besides, trees are found
openly piled up in saw-mills
and in some brickfields for use
in manufacturing bricks.

Under Forest Preservation
Act use of firewood in the
brickfields is prohibited. But
law enlorcing agency is not

Flrewood use rampant in
brickfields

taking any action against the
violators, they said.

Experts said use of firewood
in the brickfields can be
stopped by arranging supply ol
L. P gas to manufacture bricks.

Local people urged the con-
cerned authority to take
proper step to stop use of
firewood in the brickfields.

bandrolls

Another report says: The
sale of bidis without bandrolls
in all the six thanas of the dis-
trict is going on causing heavy
loss to the government.

Many bidi factories in the
district which employed hun-
dreds of workers are selling
bidis without bandrolls.
Meanwhile, the sale of bidis
has increased during the re-
cent times due to the rise in
the prices of different brands
of cigarettes.

As per existing law Taka 37
must be paid as excise duty for
each 100 packets of bidis. But
the owners of the bidi [actories
supply their products to the
markets without bandrolls, lo-
cal people alleged.

Sometimes, the owners ol
the bidi factories use forged or

used bandrolls. Besides, the
actual production of the facto-
ries is not shown in the-papers
for evading government duties.

Local people also alleged
that the owners of bidi facto-
ries were continuing their evil
practices with the help of
some dishonest officials.

They urged the concerned
authorities to take strict mea-
sures against this malpractice.

3 FWP projects
to be implemented

Three projects under Food
for Works Programme will be
implemented in Galachipa
thana of the district during the
current fiscal.

Official sources said 210
metric tons of wheat were
sanctioned for implementation
of the projects.

The projects include exca-
vation of canals and construc-
tion of roads.

About 3,000 hectares of
lands will come under irriga-
tion facilities after execution of
the projects, contributing to
additional feod production in
the locality.

The projects are expected
to be completed. by next Junc.

Zia Fertilizer Factory earns
Tk 4.31cr thru export

ASHUGANJ (Brahmanbaria),
Apr 12: The Zia Fertilizer
Factory (ZFF) has set a record
by producing 4.06,163 metric
tons of urea in first nine
months of the current fiscal
year against 3,39.419 tons in
the corresponding period of
fiscal 1991-92, reports UNB.

It is expected to produce
5,30,000 tons to urea by the
end of the year (1992-93)
against the installed capacity of
5.28,000 tons, said Managing
Director of the [factory
Mohammad Shafigur Rahman.

He lold a group of journal-
ists who visited the factory
Wednesday that apart from
meeting the demand to urea
the ZFF, a public sector enter-
prise under the Bangladesh
Chemical Industries Corpora-
ton (BCIC), has also emerged
as exporter of urea in the
international market.

The factory earned Taka
4.3] ¢rore in 1991-92 by ex-
porting 8,829 metric tons of
urea to North Korea, Vietnam
and Nepal. Besides, it sold
482,171 tons of urea worth
Taka 187.09 crore in 1991-92.

In the first nine months of
the current year (1927-93) it
exported 40,919 tons of urea
worth Taka 19.66 crore while
4.31,378 tons valued at Taka
181.57 crore were sold in the
local market during the same
period.

The production cost of ZFF
(Taka 3,B00 per ton) is the
lJowest among six urea fertil-

It contributed Taka *5.17
crore to the national exche-
quer in the first nine months
of the current fiscal year
(1992-93) and Taka 5,36 crore
in fiscal 1991-92.

The net profit of the factory
in last Ascal year stood at Taka
22.94 crore and Taka 40 crore
in last nine months [July 1992

- March 1993.)

The ZFF Managing Director
said since it began commercial
operation on July 1, 1983, the
factory has never incurred loss
and {ts fmachinery and equip-
ment are still in good condi-
ton.

The factory has succeeded
in setting up a new production
record due to stable produc-
tion, proper management and
the government pollc¥ he said
adding that it was [ree from
unscheduled closure and
strikes.

The BCIC has submitted to
the government a renovation
scheme for the ZFF to increase

World Health
Day observed:

KUSHTIA, Apr 12: The
World Health Day was observed
here in a befitting manner on
Wednesday. This year Lhe
theme of the day was "Handle
life with care, prevent violence
and negligence,” reports BSS

District health department
organised a discussion mecting
and a baby show al the medical

its plant capacity of urca by 20
per cent and to reduce energy
consumption by 5 per cent.
The_Zia Fertilizer Factory at
Ashuganij, 110 kilometre
north-east of capital Dhaka,
was inaugurated in 1981 on
the bank of .the river Meghna.
Spread over an arca of 230

acres, it was built at a cost of
Taka 650 crore.

The factory has already paid
Taka 850 crore as principal
money and Taka 250 crore as
interest. "We have to pay a total
of Taka 1,600 crore due to
frequent devaluation of cur-
rency,” Rahman said.

It needs 12,78,405 cubic
metre natural gas supplied by
Titas Gas Limited everyday to
carry on its production, and
consumes 27 megawatt elec-
tricity a day, supplied by
Ashuganj Power Station.

At present, it has about
1,210 permanent staflérs in-
cluding employees and work-
€rs

According to BCIC, coun-
try's six fertilizer [actories
have a t<.al production capac-
ity of 21.91 lakh metric tons a
year.

It 18 expected that fertilizer
production will increase to
37.76 lakh metric tons by the
year of 1997, enabling the
country to export a substantial
quartity of urea.

During the 1991-92 fiscal,
lota! production of urca was
16.46 lakh metric tons utilis-
ing 91 per cent of total in

h F‘mlnu Hm

tzer [actories of the country.

assistant training school here

ister M Saifur Rahman recently laid the foundation here.

stalled raw_._
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BRAHMANBARIA, Apr 12:

Independence Day was ob-
served allover the district in a
befitting manner. -
_On this occasion, elaborate
programmes werc taken up by
government and non-govern-
ment organizations.

National flags were hoisted
al top of the public and gov-
crnment building. A function
was arranged at the circuit
house for the disabled freedom
fighters and Shaheed families.
Deputy Commussioner Abdul
Matin was present as chief
guest while Additional District
Judge Shah Alam, Thana
Nirbahi Officer Enamul Hoque

and Unit Commander Tajul 1

Islam were present as special
guests. Deputy Commissioner

distributed some among
the freedom fighters and
«members of the Shaheed fami-
lies. Special prayers were of-
fered at the mosques,
churches, temples. Special
foods were supplied in the jail,
hospitals etc.

Cup Tournament begins

Under the auspices of
Bangladesh Football Federa-
tion, Zila Sports Association
arranged a 45 days long
‘Jor under 14
years plnycru of Chittagong
Division 'Ma-O-Moni' Gold Cup
‘Tournament at the Niaz Mohd
Stadium eof the district from
April 1.

State Minister for Shipping
Al-haj Harun-ur Rashid inaugu-
rated the training camp. 30
players from different districts
of Chittagong division have
participated in the camp.

In the ral function, it
was addressed among o
by ty Commissioner m
Abdul Matin, Secretary Zila
Sports Association Advocate
Enamul Hoque Helal, Police
Super Habibur Rahman and
Additional Zila Magistrate Shah

Alam.
Meet held on
canal re-excavation

A discussion meeting on re-
cxcavation of canals pro-
of the district held at
the Deputy Commissioner's
Conference Room under the
chairmanship of Al-haj Harun-
ur Rashid, State Minister for
shipping on April 2.

State minister in his
speech, directed the con-
cerned programme authority
to complete the re-eéxcavation
of canals by April 15. In the
meeting the progress of the
re-excavation of canals of the
seven thanas of the district
were discussed.

Ukil Abdus Sattar Bhuiya
MP, Deputy Commissioner
Mohd Abdul Matin, Kazi Mohd
Anwar Hussain also spoke in

the mti:a.
seized

A special squad of BDR 32
Battalion in a raid, recovered

550 meters Indian wvelvet
clothes worth about Tk 5 lakh

‘frnmlhn-tlnllt'l’ltnﬂrtvcr

under thana.
Another report adds : HDR
32 Battalion in*a raid,
Indian sarees worth -huut Tnlu
1.52 lakh from village
Shuhilpur under Sadar thana.
In an another raid, BDR
personnel recovered Indian
s wurth about Taka 5.64
h from the Dhaka bound
intercity train Upaban.
Later, the recovered goods
posited to the customs.

Tk 2.37ce
contraband
goods seized

ClIAPAINAWABGANJ, Apr
12: Bangladesh Rifles seized a
huge quantity of contraband
goods worth about Taka 2.37
crore from Mohishbari In
Godagari thana ol the district
Thursday night, reports UND.

BDR sources said two
Chapainawabganj bound trucks
from Dhaka were unloadin
huge gquantity of spices a
other contraband items and
tried to smuggle those to
India. ;

de

CHITTAGONG, Apr :
Leaders of Chlttagung
University Jatyotabadi Shikkak
Parishad called upon all na-
tionalist forces on Saturday to
unitedly resist those elements
out to divide the nation by rais-

different slogans, a press
re of the parishad said,

reports BSS.
The leaders were
address an Independence

Day-cum-Eid Re-union func-
tion at the university arts
building lounge with parishad
convener  Prof. Mahfuzul Huq
presiding. Prof AJM Nuruddin
Chowdhury, Dean of the
Faculty of Commerce attended
the function as chiel guest
while Prf. Haflzullah Khan,
Prof. Kazi Ahmad Nabi, Prof.

Abu]l Kalam Azad, Prof Nurul
Islam and Prol. Yusufl Sharif
Ahmad Khan addressed it,
They said that the country
needed strong unity ol the
pmplc to solve many pmbl:ms

The Baily Star 9

Help resist elements
out to d1v1de nation

including Farakka issue and
law and order situation of the
country. They also- called for
resisting infiltration of alien
culture into Bangladesh.

Another report adds:
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury
MP, on Tuesday called for in-
vesting more power with local
government institutions to
help accelerate development
pruframmes at the willage
level.

Speaking al a meeting of
union parishad chairmen and
thana level officers of Rauzan
thana here, Chowdhury said,
union parishads should be the
important base for carrying on
development activities at vil-
lage level. Maximum number of
people will also be able to par-
ticipate in development pro-
grammes when  unioen
parishads are given more
power for development activi-
ties, he added. -

MAIJDEE COURT (Noak-
hali), Apr 12: At least 782
people were sterilized in six
thanas of the district during
the period from July to
December, '92, official sources
said, reports UNB.

During the period, 1266
women were given Copper-T
and 6122 people were ghren
injections as rary mea
sures of birth centrol. Hedd-l:l
5302 pieces of condom and
19,038 oral pills were dis-
tributed among the [fertile
couple. _

According to family plan-
ning department, several pro-
grammes taken up during this
year to motivate the people for
planned parenthood are going
on in the dhtrl:ct in full Mni

An official said the peop
are gradually taking interest to
keep their families small.

Another report adds : Local
people and socio-cultural or-
ganisations condemned the
killing of Humayun Zahir, Vice-
Chairman, United Commercial
Bank Limited (UCBL). and de-
manded exemplary punish-

persons with stolen letter types.

782 people sterilized
1n six months

ment to the killers.
They expressed sympathy

‘to the bereaved f[amily and

prayed for salvation of the de-
parted soul.

The prominent business-
man was shot dead by miscre-
ants at his residence in the
capital's posh Dhanmondi res-
idential area Thursday.

Among those sympa-
thised with the Jﬁ'm fam-
ily and demanded trial of the

' killers are Advocate Abul
- Kalam Chowdhury, General
- Secretary ol Noakhali Unnayan

Bastabayan Parishad, Prof M
Hanil, General of the
district Awami League, Saiful
Azam Jahangir, General
Secretary of the district Sports
Association, Anwar Mirza,
President of the district
Chamber of Commerce, and A
B M Jubair and Abdul Kader,
President and General Secr-
etary respectively of Noakhali
Press Club.

Late Humayun Zahir was a
mémber of Noakhali Bar
Association.

" NETRAI{ONA. l{nhrnh thnna pohu mently arrested ﬁw
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section of unscrupulous money

lenders are charging hlgh in-
terest rates [rom. [armers of

the district causing immenae
sufferings to them, local peo-
ple alleged, reports UNB.

The lenders invest their
money at Interest rates rang-
ing from 10 to 15 per cent per
month in all the seven thanas
of the district, said.

Finding no other alterna-
tives poor farmers of the local-
ity borrow money from them
on such terms to cultivate

their land and meet emer-
needs.
Natural clilmitlcl like

flood, drought and cyclone al-
fect agricultural production
every year and taking advan-
tage of the situation the money
lenders do brisk business, the
aflected farmers said.

Local people urged the gov-
ernment to introduce effective
laws to stop private money
lending business and take ac-

tion aga:nst the greedy len-

ders.
Another report adds : Poflce
on

arrested seven people
charge of attempting to kill a°
school boy at Sharil village in
Sadar thana ol the district last
week.

Police said a group ol peo-
ple rescued Masud Parvez
Selim while Bulbul of Gaturia
village and his six acco
were allegedly trying to
him alive on April 1.

Local people said Bulbul
(200 fell in love with Bilkis

my

Begum (11) of the same village.
But Masud, maternal uncle of
Bilkis, did not take the matter

‘Money lenders charge
higher mtemt rates

casily and rebuked Bulbul.

AI'. this, Bulbul L ;came furi-
ous and ke along with his ac-
complices cal Masud out
from the school and took him
into a graveyard where they
mercilessly beat up and later
tried to bury him alive there.

On hearing cries of Masud,
the rushed to the spot
and rescued him. They also
rounded up the miscreants
and later handed them over to

the police.

Masud was admitted to
Brahmanbaria Sadar hospital.

Meet held to
restore discipline
in traffic
movement

CHITTAGONG, Apr
meeting of the transport own-
ers and workers held at the
conference room of Chittagong
Metropolitan Police (CMP)
here took a number of
decisions to restore discipline
in eity's traflic movemendi. re-
ports BSS,

According to a CMP press
release, the meeting presided
over by CMP commissioner,
Osman All Khan decided that

all buses and mini-buses py.:’
between Chitt

southern region wi h-r.l and
unload passcengers al the
Bhaddarhat Bus Terminal and
all city buses, and taxis and
rickshaws will stop at their re-
spective stands. Neo vehicle
ml be rked indiscrimi-
nately on the roadside.
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