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7 leaders make joint

SAARC lcaders made a joint
call on President Abdur Rah-
man Biswas at Bangabhaban

, e UNR.

The leaders were Prime
Minister and SAARC Chairper-
son Begum Zia, King Jigme
Singye Wangchuk, President
Rana Premadasha, Pri-
me Minister PV Narasimha
Rao, Prime Ministcr Nawaz
Sharif, President Maumoon
Abdul Gayeom and Prime
" Minister Giriza Parasad Koirala.

They exchanged pleas-
antries with President Biswas
and Begum Biswas.

During briel discussions the
President expressed optimism
about the outcome of the
Dhaka Summit in consolidating
the bonds of friendships and
cooperation among the SAARC
nations.

He said that poverty was the
main problem of the South
Asian Nations and all should
have to work together to alle-
viate poverty Yrom the soct-
eties.

The SAARC heads ol states

Rao, Sharif
leave

Prime Ministers of India
and Pakistan PV Narasimha
Rao and Mian Nawaz Sharif left
Dhaka yesterday after attend-
ing the 7th SAARC summit,
report agencies. ;

Rao drove in a ceremonial
motorcade straight to Zia
International Airport yesterday
evening from the International
Conference Centre immedi-
ately after the summit's con-
cluding session.

He was given a hearty send
ofl at the airport where he was
seen off by Foreign Minister
ASM Mostalizur Rahman.

The Indian Prime Minister,
prior to his departure for
home, made a courtesy call on
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia and eongratulated her on
her election as the new
Chairperson of SAARC.

Sharifl drove in a ceremonial
motorcade straight to the air-
port from the ICC last night.

He was given a hearty send
ofl at the airport by Foreign
Minister ASM Mostafizur
Rahman.

Sharif on the eve of his de-
parture described the just
concluded summit as very suc-
cessful, saying that it provided
greater opportunities to estab-
lish contacts with member
countries.

Sharil said he was very
happy particularly for the
Dhaka Declaration signed by
the member countries.

"We had many meaningful
discussions yesterday during
the retreat”, he said. Replying
to a question on the prospect
of SAARC when there were
many bilateral issues remain-
ing unresolved, the Pakistan
Prime Minister said "I per-
sonally feel that SAARC will
yield better results if the
member countries are able to
establish better bilateral un-
derstanding among them-
scives”. He said SAARC pro-
vided all the opportunities to
hold bilateral meeting sepa-
rately. =

Earlier, Sharif made a cour-
tesy call on Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia.

The Pakistani leader felici-
tated Begum Zia on her elec-
tion as the new chairperson o

Yeltsin orders
tighter control

over N-plants

MOSCOW, Apr 11:
President Boris Yeltsin has
ordered tighter control over
all nuclear facilities, including
defence plants, following an
explosion at a secret Siberian
: ns complex. Yeltsin's
decree, dated Friday and pub-
lished Saturday, is his first of-
ficial response to the explosion
Tuesday of a tank of radioactive
waste at the Siberian Chemical
Complex near Tomsk-7. Also
Saturday, a spokesman for the
Atomic Energy Ministry said
investigators expect to find
traces ol highly toxic pluto-
nfum around the plant. AP

Azeri villages
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came under a Grad missile at-
tack that infjured 12 people;-
and Armenian forces were
about 3 kflometers (1.8 miles)
from its outskirts, the ministry
said.

' 'The capture of Fizuli would
allow Armenia to further iso-
late the Azerbaijani territory of
Nakhichevan, which is sur-
rounded by Armenia and Iran.

Azerbaijan lost 12 soldiers
in the fighting as well as one
tank and a missile installation,
the Armenian ministry said.
The Azerbaijani Defence
Miny. iry denied the report,

but provided no casualty fig-

ures in its report.

Nasib - Nasibzade, the
Azerbatjani ambassador to Iran,
was quoted by the Irna news
agency as saying the fall of
Fizuli would be a "great
tragedy” that would leave thou-
sands of people homeless and
asked for "material and spiri-
tual assistance” from Iran.

call on Presigdent

and the governments ex-
pressed their gratitude for
successfiul holding of the
Sceventh SAARC Summil In
Bangladesh and the warm re-
ception and cordiality ac-
corded to them by the gov-
ernment and the people ol the
country.

President Biswas and DBe-
gum Biswas yesterday also hos-
ted luncheon at Bangabhaban
in honour of the SAARC
leaders.

Besides the seven leaders
Speaker Shatkh Razzaque Al,
Minister, Deputy Leader of the
House Prof Badruddoza Chow-
dhury, Deputy Leader ol the
Opposition in Parliament Ab-
dus Samad Azad, MPs, the
Chief Election Commissioner,
Judges, editors, members of
the entou of the SAARC
leaders and high civil and mil{-
tary officials attended l\hc

The luncheon was lollowed
by a colourful cultural function,
participated by renowned
artists of the country.

Nor'wester hits
Sirajganj:
45 njured

SIRAJGANJ, Apr 11: Nor'w-
esler, accompanied by hailsto-
rm, lashed the district
yesterday afternoon, injuring at
least 45 people, seven of them
sceriously, reports UNB.

The storm that swept all
the nine thanas (Police sta-
tions) of the district at a speed
of 70-80 miles per hour also
caused extensive damage to
thatched houses anc crops.

- In Kazipur thana alone, 700
houses were battered in some
60 villages. Over 500 houses
were damaged in Natowarpara,
the worst affected union of the
thana. Four primary schools
were also destroyed by the
nor'wester in the union, UP

Chairman Mozzamel Haque
said.
Standing crops like Boro

paddy and potato were exten-

sively damaged by the hail-
storm, Agriculture Extension
Department said.

Smuggled goods
recovered from
foreign ship

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 11: A |

foreign vessel was impounded
with smuggled goods worth Tk
60 lakh this morning at the
outer anchorage of Chittagong
Port during an anti-smuggling
drive, official sources said,

The Ukraine flag carrying
ship MV K. Jesperson was
caught by the anti-smuggling
patrol team comprising cus-
toms and BDR personnel as it
arrived at the outer anchorage

for unloading the smuggled !

goods, sources added.

The seized smuggled items
inchuded 148 pieces of TV, 61
pieces of VCR apd VCP, 56
master cartons of foreign ci-
garettes, 25 cartons of whisky,
720 cartons of Beer and 100
cartons of soaps, according to
official sources.

The anti-smuggling patrol
team was also aided by Navy
personnel and the ship was

brought to Jetty No. 13 this
“afternoon,. :

Mongla port users
g0 on indefinite
‘strike today

From Staff Correspondent

KHHULNA, Apr 11: All the
port users of\ this region will
go on strike at Mongla Port for
idefenite period from tomor-
row to press home their de-
mands including removal of
the Collector of Customs and
some officials of Duck Workers
Management Board for their
alleged involvement in corrup-
tion and unlawful activities.

The port users have already
stopped all transactions with
the Customs authority from
yesterday.

The port users declared
this programme at a press
conference held at Chamber's
conference hall yesterday,

They specilically alleged
that few officials, including the
Collector of Customs and Vice
President of Dock Workers
Management Board demands
gratification from the port
users which hampers cxport
and import.

Gen Asif
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curred on account of adminis-
tration of such a poison which
... narrows the veins and pro-
duces death in a span of three
months that may appear to be
a heart attack,” she said.

Her husband's refusal to be-
come fmvolved in politics had
made enemies among politi-
cians eager for army backing,
she said.

The army has ruled
Pakistan for most of its 45
years since independence and
the chief of army staffl s re-
garded as the most powerful
pillar in the ruling trotka with
the’ President and Prime
Minister.

SAARC Foreign Ministers signing South Asian Preferential
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Gayoom makes

farewell call
on Khaleda

Maldives President Maumao-
un Abdul Gayoom madc a
farewell call on Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia at her suite
at Hotel Sheraton yesterday
night, reports [3SS.

During the ecall on the
Maldives President congratu-
lated Bangladesh .for success-
fully holding the seventh
SAARC Summit. He also con-
gratulated Begum Khaleda Zia
for her assumption of SAARC
Chairpersonship and expre-
ssed his hope that SAARC
would grow stronger under
her able leadership.

Gaydom thanked the people
and the government of
Bangladesh for the warm hos-
pitality extended to him and
members of his delegation
during their stay in Dhaka.

Smuggler
shot dead
in Satkhira

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Apr 11: An
unidentified smuggler was shot
dead and five others were ar-
rested by BDR personnel last
night at Ramkrishnapur village
under Kalaroa poiice station
here.

The arrested were identi-
fied as Mohabbat (27), Monirul
(27), Moktar (30}, Nurul Islam
and Abul Hossain.

The smugglers numbering
about 60 were proceeding
through the village at midnight
when BDR men acting on a tip
ambushed them.

When challenged, the
smugglers tried to attack the
BDR personnel. At one stage
the BDR men opened fire on
the group of smugglers killing
one of them,

— e e ——

Bold move: Khaleda
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She also underlined the
importance of consolidating
past gans and setting clear
priorities and directions for fu-
ture initiatives.

Referring to the Dhaka
Declaration, Begum Zia said:
"We have pledged to take bold
initiatives to eradicate poverty
from our countries within the
shortest possible time”.

Sitting at the rostrum the
six SAARC leaders, Bhutan's
King Jigme Singye Wangchuck,
Prime Minister P V Narasimha
Rao of India, President Mau
moun Abdul Gayoom of the
Maldives. Prime Minister
Girija Prasad Koirala of Nepal
and Prime Minister Mian
Mohammad Nawaz Sharifl of
Pakistar, were attentively Hs-
lening to the closing address
of Begum Zia.

Spouses and relatives of the
visiting SAARC leaders also at-
tended the concluding session
ol the Seventh Summit.

Spcaker of the Jatiya Sang-
sad Shaikh Razzak Ali, leader
of the opposition Sheikh Ha-
sina, cabinet members, Mem-
bers of Parliament, diplomats,
judges of the Supreme Court,
senfor government officials
and other dignitaries were also
prescnt on the occasion.

Continuing her closing
statement, Prime Minister
Begum Zia expressed her satis-
faction at the positive steps
towards establishing SAPTA
and the South Asian Decve-
lopment Fund (SAD¥F).

“Our discussions also [o-
cussed on the human dimen-
sions of some of our most
acule contemporary chal-
lenges”, she said, which, she
added, is reflected in the en-
dorsement of the Colombo
Resolution on Children and the
adoption of the Plan of Action
for the SAARC Year of Disabled
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Persons.

"Our countries have pledged
to explore possibilities of
greater cooperation on envi-
ronment and disaster mitiga-
tton” and further encourage
people-to-people contact in
the region, Begum Zia pointed
o .

Referring to the growing
global inter-dependence and
the current international polit-
jcal and economic trends for
South Asia, she said, "we all
agreed that we should act to-

gether to counter the threat of |

marginalisation of our inter-
ests.”

Expressing her gratitude
for the understanding and help
of the summit leaders, the
SAARC chairperson said “your
cooperation made my task as

your chairperson an easy and a '

pleasant one”. -

She also thanked the
SAARC Secretary General Ib-
rahim Hussain Zaki, officials of
the SAARC Sccretariat and
members of the Council of
Ministers for their contribu-
tion in making the summit a
SLUCOCSS.

Assuring to sustain the
momentum genecrated at the
summit, the SAARC chairper-
son noted "l am sure that, in
discharging my responsibili-
ties, 1 shall have your support,
understanding and coopera-
tion."

Noting that it was a honour
and privilage for Bangladesh to
host the summit, Prime
Minister Begum Zia said “the
Seventh SAARC Summit will be
remembered as an occasion
when, despite our many prob-
lems and limitations, we acted
meaningfully in order to ad-
dress our common challenges”.

The Seventh SAARC Sum-
mit ended at 5:35 pm with
the military band playing the
national anthem of the seven
member nations.

SAARC leaders
place wreaths
at Zia's mazar

The seven SAARC |eaders
visited the mazar of late Pre-
sident Ziaur Rahman yesterday
morning to pay iributes to the
dreamer of the regional forum,
reports BSS, -

The regional leaders placed
wreaths at the Mazar of the
late President, who had envi-
sioned and broached the idea
of the South Asian Associlation
for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC).

Earlier, the SAARC Chalir-
person Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia received King
Jigme Singye Wangchuk of
Bhutan, Indian Prime Minister
PV Narasimha Rao, Nepalese
Prime Minister Girija Prasad
Koirala, Maldives President
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, Pa-
kistan Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif and Shri Lankan Prest-
dent Ranasinghe Premadasa at
the Mazar premises. '

Meanwhile, the SAARC lea-
ders recalled the contribution
of late Ziaur Rahman towards
forming a regional forum to

t foster greater understanding

among the countries of this
region.
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Pakistan wants to revive
Afghan peace accord

KABUL, Apr 11: A senior
Pakistani diplomat said on
Saturday he hoped to revive a
lagging peace pact alter a
night of the flercest fighting in
the shell-shattered Afghan
capital for weeks, reports
Reuter.

I think the political situa-
lion scems hopeful, Akra Zaki,
Pakistani Secretary General for
Foreign Affairs, told reporters
after talks with President
Burhanuddin Rabbani and his
arch foe Prime Minister-des-
ignate Gulbuddin Hekmatyar.

Zaki, Pakistan's most senior
diplomat, said the aim of his
visit was to break a deadlock
among the fractious
Mujahideen parties In imple-
menting Pakistani-brokered
peace accord they signed in
Islamabad last month.

"The main objective of
Pakistan, Saud{ Arabia and [ran
in working for the Islamabad
accord was to ensure there
was no military conflliet to re-

solve their differences,” Zaki
said.

Hospitals said at least eight
people were injured overnight
in heavy shelling that began in
the western suburbs on Friday

evening and raged
Saiurday morning.

into

"It was the worst night of
fighting for some weeks " said
Abdul Hussain, a resident of
the western suburb of Kote

Sanghe.

Resid=nts blamed the Sunni
Muslim _ttehad-I-Islami group.

Clastes between Intichad
and it's Shi'ite Muslim Hezb-[-
Wahdat rivais have erupted
sporadically for months in the
west where the two bitter foes
have their headquarters.

Thousands of people have
been killed in factional fighting
since the guerillas took power
last Apri..

Promotion of
subjudges :
Hearing

adjourned

By Staff Correspondent

The writ petition challeng-
ing the government decision
on the promotion of Sub-
Judges was adjourned Sunday
and will now be referred back
to the Chief Justice as one of
the two judges hearing the pe-
titian withdrew.

Filed in November last year

| by 12 members of the Bar, the

L

petition was being heard at the
Divisional Bench of the High
Court Diviston of the Supreme
Court comprising Justice
Anwarul Huq Choudhury and
Justice K M Hasan.

During the days hearing,
Justice Hasan said that he will
not hear petition as he felt
‘embarrassed’, as a result of
which the hearing was ad-
jourmed.

At this stage

the Chiel Justice for constitut-
ing a new court.

Fundamentalists
kill 3 policemen

in Egypt

CAIRO, Apr 11: Suspected
Muslim fundamentalist gun-
men killed a high-ranking
Egyptian police officer and two
policemen in southern Egypt
today, police said, reports AFP.

General Mohammad Abdel
Latil El-Shimi (eds: correct).
assistant director for security
in the south, died with his
driver and a bodyguard as they
waited in a car outside a police
station in Abu Tig.

The last incident in Abu

' Tig, about 400 kilometers

(240 miles) south of Cairo, oc-
curred on March 24 when po-
lice killed a Muslim fundamen-
talist suspect they were trying
to arrest.

Police also reported that
iwo transport workers were
seriously injured early Sunday
when a bomb apparently
planted by Muslim fundamen-
talists exploded aboard a bys in
a suburb and Cairo station.

The bomb went off when
the driver and a conductor
opened a package which they
had [ound under a seat after
the bus arrived in the Madiant
Nasr station around 2.00 am
(0000 GMT), police said.

Rao
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The Indian Prime Minister
lauded the outcome of the
summit saying that the leaders
have lea-nt to understand each
other better and increased
thereby the collective deter-
minaticn to ensure the success
of the association.

"None of this would have
been possible had it not been
for the ever-attentive, ever-so-
licitous nature of our host, the
Prime Minister of Bangladesh,
and the consideration shown
by her colleagues in the gov-
ernment of Bangladesh,” Rao
said while speaking on bchalf
of the lcaders attending the
summit.

The Indian Prime Minister
thanked the SAARC Secretary
General 1H Zaki, his team of
directors and the technical
stafl of the Secretariat for their
hard work and considerable
agility in preserving an unin-
terrupted flow of documents
for the meeting.

"South Asians are known to
be wordy peopic and yet, the
capacity to reduce the words
accurately and intelligibly to
paper {s surely not given to all
of us", said Rao adding that the
Secrctariat had served the
conference well in this regard.

The Indian Prime Minister,
whose country will host the
next summil, appreciated the
unanimous gesture made by all
the member states of entrust-
ing india with the Chairman
ship of the eighth summit.

He said that India would
redeem the trust reposed in it
to the best of ability when time
comes and added thatl he was
looking forward to welcome all
in Indian for the next summit

Justice |
| Choudhury said that the matter
. will now be referred back to

|
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Karachi blasts: 8 arrested

KARACHI, Apr 11: Police wpday arrested cighl suspects in

several explosions in diflerent

parts of Karachi, the official

Assoclated Press of Pakistan (APP) said the agency quoted a
police official as saying that a total of 10 people were injured
in at least nine explosions, reports AFF.

Rabin, Mubarak to meet
in Egypt Wednesday

JERUSALEM, Apr 11: Isracli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak will meet in Egypt on
Wednesday to try to put Middle East peace talks back on
track, Rabin's spokesman said today. Tentatively such a meet-
ing is scheduled and now we are just waiting for an official

announcement from E

t, Rabin spokesman Gad Benari told

Reuters. He said the meeting would take place in Ismailia but
added Egypt had to make the formal announcement because

it initiated the summit

200 protesters held at US
base in Australia

CANBERRA, Apr |1: About 200
a remote US base in south Aust

testers were arrested at
today after a scullle in

which police dogs and horses were used. a police spokesman

said, reports Reuter.

Leaders to -holc_i_ ta]k;
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Replying to a guestion on
bilateral talks with her Indian
counterpart P V Narasimha
Rao, she said that unilateral
withdrawal of Gangecs water
came u> for discussion and
Rao agreed to jook into the
matter and expressed India's
willingness to hold immediate
talks on the issue, she said

| without details.

Regarding the embarrassing
postpon>ment of the summit
and the way of avoiding such
situation, Begum Zla said that
we did not talk about the
amendment of charter but de-
cided to hold the next summit
in 1994 (in India).

Replying to a number of
questions on more details
about just-signed South Asian
Preferertial Trade Arrange-
ments (SAPTA), the Prime
Minister said that "it is still a
framewcrk agreement which
will facilitate to reach our

Experts from the SAARC
countries would sit further to
identify the prodiucts and by
products on which the tarill
concessions would be imposed.

The new SAARC Chair-
person said that interests of all
countries, big or small would

‘Two million rupees
reward for
capture of

Veerappan

NEW DELHI, Apr 11: Two
southern Indian state an-
nounced a reward of two mil-
lion rupees (66,600 US dol-
lars) each today for the capture
of notorious bandit Veerappan,
the Press Trust of India (PTI1)
reported.

The announeement the
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
state governments came two
days after 21 police officers
were. killed in a lJandmine ex-
plosion while they were on the
trail of Veerappan.

Tamil Nadu Chiefl Minister
Jayalalitha Jayaram and her

t Karnataka counterpart Verr-

appa Moily, who met in Madras
today, also put a reward of one
million rupees (33,300
dollars) each on the head of
‘any member” of Veerappan's
gang, PTI said. ¢

actively be considered in nna-
lising ayd implementing the
SAFTA accord.

She expressed pleasure and
happiness over her assuming
the Chairmanship of SAARC
which was the vision of her
late husband president Ziaur
Rahman.

As the SAARC Chairperson,
she said, poverty alleviation,
trade and development of
women and children in the re-
gion were her priority among
other i{ssues Incorporated in
the Dhaka Declaration.

She said that an inter-gov-
ernmental expert group has
been entrusted with the re-
sponsib lity of defining the

size, structure, possible re-
sources and | modal-
ities of the South Asian

Development Fund (SADF).

She said that the seven
countries would continue to
work actively to forge a collee-
tive South Asian perspective
on many issues now being dis-
cussed in an attempt to elabo-
rate a new world agenda for
peace.

Foreign Minister A S M
Mustafizur Rahman, Infor-
mation Minister Nazmul Huda
and Secretary of SAARC [H
Zaki were present at the
confcrence.

Rao-Sharif talks
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Minister Dinesh Singh had
warned Pakistan, alk_ln; it to
stop terrorism or [ace conse-
quences. Pakistan, however,
denied the charge and said the
Bombay incident was engi-
neered by the Indian intelli-
gence.

After the meeting, a
Pakistani spokesman said it
was in a cordial atmosphere.

Asked if the meeting was
preplanned, the spokesman
said they made indications
earlier of a bilateral meeting
on the sidelines of the SAARC
surmnrnit.

As the King of Bhutan tried
to get into the room appar-
ently not knowing that the two
leaders were inside, he was
politely told not to interrupt.

Nawaz Sharifl left for home
immediately after the Summit
cutting his stay in Dhaka by
two hours.

Pakistan officials said Sharil
wanted to be back home early'
to make time for his trip to
Saudi Arabia Monday to per-
form Umrah.
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