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RISING STAKS
To accommodale cove-
rages of SAARC Summil we
could not publish the regular
weekly page on date. This,

however, will be published
tomorrow. Inconventences

NEWS BRIEFS

Satellite symposium
tomorrow

An hour long Worldnet sat-
ellite symposium on “Inve-

stment wversus Foreign
Assistance” will be held tomor-

row ) &t the audito-
rium of United States
Iinformation Service [USIS) at
5.15 pm. Colombo

and Calcutta will join the satel-
lite programme, said a USIS
press release. James D. Berg,
Acting President of the
Overseas Private Investment
Corporation {OPIC) and Robert
Bakley, Deputy Assistant Admi-
nistrator, Bureau of Private
Enterprise, US Agency for
international Development
{USAID) will the gques-
tions through te, reports
UNB.

Two Nepalese held
in HK for smuggling

HONG KONG, Apr 11: Twe
Nepalcse men were arrested at
" Hong Kong's Kai Tak afrpoft
for allegedly smuggling in 1.54
kilograms (3.39 pounds] of
heroin inte the British colony,
the said here to-
day. The two men, aged 20 and
24, were arrested af-
ter their arrival on a fight
fromm Manila when customs of-
ficers found heroin concealed
in the soles of their shoes, the

nt information ser-
vice said, reports AFP.

The Seventh SAARC Sum-

adoption of the Dhaka Dec-
laration and a solemn pledge
from Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia to sustain the
momentum generated at the
meet.

“We have definitely made a
bold attempt to work for the
cause of peace, amity and co-
operation in South Asia.,”
Begum Zia, the Chairperson of

SAARC Chai

- mit ended Sunday with the,

__ %
rperson and Prime
[ + Seventh SAARC Summit at the International Conference Centre yesterday.
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Dhaka Summit ends with pledge to eradicate poverty

the summit, observed in her
concluding speech.

The two-day summit, held
at the International Confe:
rence Centre, concluded amid
an atmosphere of goodwill as
leaders -of the seven nations
pledged to provide a further
dynamic impetus to activities
in core areas of economic,
social and cultural cooperation.

The leaders also pledged to
take initiatives to eradicate

By Staff Correspondent

poverty from the region within
the shortest possible period.
Addressing the session,

Indian Prime Minister P V

Narasimha Rao expressed his
appreciation for the gesture
made by member states in en-
trusting India with the chair-

‘manship of the Eighth SAARC

Summit.

The summit leaders en- ~

dorsed the South Asian Pre-
ferential Trade Arrangement

(SAPTA) immediately after the
-concluding session began with
the sound of the bugle at
around 5:05 pm.

- Prime Minister Begum Zia
called for sharing the benelits
of SAPTA "equally and equi-
tably by all”, while terming it
as a landmark agreement to

boosl economic ties among the

member nations.
leacers of the seven South
Asian Association for Regional
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indian Prime Minister P.V.
Narasimha Rao said here yes-
terday that he would soon sit
with his h counter-
part Begum Khaleda Zia with
concrete proposals for short
and long-term solution to the
Ganges water sharing prob-
lems BSS

oulcome of over 30 minutcs
exclusive talks between the
two Prime Ministers, an ofli-
cial said the Indian Premier
told Begum Zia that after their

mecting on the water
sharing proper directives
would be on to the

concerned officials for the
implementation of the meet-
ing's outcome. |

The Indian Prime Minister,
mel the Bangladesh Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at
Hotel Sheraton.

Rao expressed his willing-
ness to remove the irritants
between India and Bangladesh
saying he would do everything
| possible to resolve all the ex-

isting bilateral problems be-
tween the two countries in the
spirit of SAARC.

At the meet Begum Zia
made Bangladesh's position
clear on the Ganges waler
sharing and briefed the Indian
Premier in detafls about the al-
fects on and its
people due to the unilateral

. withdrawal of Ganges water by
India. ;

Begum Zia told her Indian

counterpart about the im-

B;-ﬁ:ﬂng newsmen on the

Delhi won't bacl( triba_l__ins

urgents

four
of the northern
due to the

crore
parts of
allects of Farraka

The Bangladesh Prime Mi-
nister said the unilateral with;
drawal of the Ganges water by
Indta had affected Bangladesh's
agriculture, pisciculture, in-
creased salinity of water and
caused dese tion.

The official said Begum Zia
also invited the Indian Prime
Minister to visit the Hardinge

site to see the affects of
Farraka barrage. i

Begum Zia said the Ganges

water flow came down to 9000

Rao, Sharif hold

closed-door meet:

indian and Pakistan Prime
Ministers had a closed-door
meeting here Sunday aflter-
noon but refused to disclose
what transpired at the dia-
logue, reports UNB.

Narasimha Rao and Nawaz
Shartf were seen coming out
smiling from the 35-minute
meeting in a room adjacent to
the International Conference
Centre, the venue of the sev-
enth SAARC summit.

Relations between India and
Pakistan worsened recently.
New Delhi had accused
Islamabad of the bombing blitz
in Bombay that killed more
than 300 people last month.

indian External Affairs
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Rao to sit with Khaleda soon
for solution to Ganges issue

cusec in the current dry sea-
son bu’ as per the last agree-
ment Eangladesh dcserves
27,600 cusecs waler.

She a sed the Indian
Premier t a national con-
sensus had been forged in

to press for the re-
alisation of esh's due
share of the Ganges water.

Other bilateral issues in-
cluding push-in, Shantibahini
insu in the hill tracts
and demarcation of the mar-
ftime boundary also came€ up
for discussion.

Zia regretied the vi-
olation ¢ maritime boundaries
by indte and said India had
floated international tender for
the exploration of ofl and gas
in the Bay of Bengal without
demarcating the maritime
boundaries. |

About the insurgency of the
out-lawed Shantibahini in
Chittagong Hill Tracts, Begum
Zia said existed in
the Hi.l Tracts and the
Chakma refugees, whe crossed
the border, should return to
their homeland.

Responding to Begum Zia's
remarks, the Indian Premier
said his country would not
back the tribal insurgents.

The two leaders also dis-
cussed trade deficit between
Bangladesh and India which is
now 1.3 billion, the spokesman
said adding that the Indian
Premier agreed to lake mea-
sures to remove the trade
deficit >etween the countries.

Zia addressing the concluding session of the

" "Repatria¥oa will |
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be completed
soon, hopes Sharif

Prime Ministers of Ban-°

glidesh and Pakistan, during
cxclusive talks  yesterday
agreed on all-round coopera-
tion between Lhe two coun-
tries, reports UNB. p

The talks at Hotel Sheraton
focussed mainly on economic
cooperation, but also touched
other bilateral issues, includ-
ing repatriation of stranded
Pakistanis, oflicials said after
the meeting which lasted for
more than hall and hour. * -

Bangladesh Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia mentioned
that there is wide scope of
further expanding economic
relations between the 1wo
countries.

On the repatriation of stra-
nded Pakistanis in Bangladesh,
Begum Zia described as a good
gesture the rchabilitation of 50
families in Pakistan recently
and said the entire process of
repatriation of about 2.5 lakh
people should be completed

SOOM.
“The icc has broken on the
jssuc,” Pakistani Prime

Minister Nawaz Sharil was
quoted to have said referring
to the recent repatriation of
650 families to Pakistan and
hoped that the process will be
complicted soon.

As the new Chairperson of
SAARC, Begum Zia sought co-
operation of the Pakistani
Prime Minister in strengthen-
ing regional cooperation.

She hoped that Pakistan
will further prosper under the
leadership of Nawaz Sharif.

fses our strong resolve to work

Eu-upcrauﬂﬁ {SAARC) then
went on to adopt the Dhaka

Declaration.
"This declaration symbol-

together for the promotion of
peace, progress and stability in

our region, we have adopted
i

many portant decisions,”
Begum pointed out.
Expressing satisfaction over
the outcome of the summit,
the Pririe Minister said the
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Bold move for peace, amity : Khaleda

meet an important

occasion for self-assessment
and renewal -— an occasion to
take a hard look at the state of

cooperajon among member

nations and draw practical
lessons for the future.

The decisions coming out of
the summit, she added, "will
strengta=n our efforts to make
SAARC more vibrant, dynamic
and action-oriefited for' our
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Dhaka Declaration

By Staff Correspondent

The declaration of the

Seventh Summit of the South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation [SAARC) has been
adopted Sunday after a two-day

summit of the seven South

Asian leaders stressing priority
nrr;‘ravtrty alleviation, regional
irade

and cultural cooperation.

The 23-page 63-point

Dhaka Declaration was pre-

pared on 25 major issues with

agreement on much-talked
about South Asian Preferential
Trading Arrangement (SAPTA).

The other priority areas

identified in the declaration
included Integrated Progra-

mme of Action [IPA), more

business-like and functional
approach in the conduct of
SAARC meetings,
ment,
children, youth, women in de-
velopment, plan of action for
disabled persons, science and
technology, terrorism, drug
trafficking and drug abuse, se-
curitP of small states, South
Asian Development Fund, in-
ternational economic issues
and projection of collective

environ-

population, ‘shelter,

positions.

In the declaration, the
deep satisfaction over the posi-
tive outcome of the
summit and grate ac-
cepted the offer of to

host the t SAARC Summit.

ﬂmmmmmd .t‘lr:n_tr

mit would greatly contribute
towards strengthening the
policies and cooperative ac-
tions of the member states in
res to the challenges of
the 1990s and beyond in areas
where SAARC has a distinct
contribution to make.

The SAARC leaders reiter-
ated their determination to
strengthen and enrich SAARC
as an instrument, endowing it
with a clear set of forward
looking goals and as
well as all the requisite insti-
tutional ca , to work to
enrich not only the lives of its
own members but also pro-
mote peace, progress and
stability in South Asia in a
larger context.”

[Pull text on Page 8]

SAARC is in
safe hands,
says Rao

By Staff Correspondent

The Indian Prime Minister
PV Narasimha Rao extended all
support to . SAARC's new
Chairpe-son Begum Khaleda
Zia saying "the future of
SAARC over thr next year is in
safe hands”,

Addressing the
session of Seventh
Summit yesterday afternoon,
Rao said, ml? support that she
requires will come unfaflingly
from us in India as it will, | am
sure, from all other member
I states.
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[eaders to hold
~ more talks.to
solve bilateral

issues : PM
By Staff Correspondent

Chairperson of SAARC
Prime Mintster Begum Khaleda
Zia said Sunday the SAARC
leaders would ld frequent
talks to solve the bilateral and
regional issues.

Addressing a press confer-
¢ence after successful comple-
tion of summit Begum
Zia ‘said that although the
SAARC Charter does not per-
mit discussion on bilateral is-
sues "we will have more bilat-
4 eral talks for better coopera-
tion.”

"The more such summit
will take place, the more the
leaders will have chance for bi-
lateral talks to resolve the irri-
tants,” Prime Minister told the
crowded press conference at
the Hotel Sonargaon where a
media centre was sei up on
the occasion of the Summit.

Begum Zia said that Shri
Lankan President Ranasinghc
Premadasa, who is now in the
city, personally told her to
convene meeting al any time

See Page 12 Col 7

SAPTA signed "™

By Staff Co

The leaders of the SAARC
states Sunday endorsed the
South Asian Preferential Trade
Arrangement (SAPTA) at the
concluding session of the
Scventh SAARC Surmunit.

SAPTA was signed at the
session "'by the Foreign
Minister of the SAARC coun-
(rics giving way to liberal trade
flow within the member coun-
iries. :
Hailing the signing, the
SAARC leads of state or gov-
crnment expressed their deep
satisfaction over the signing of
the ‘umbrella agreement’ as of-
ficials termed it

The leaders also stressed
that all necessary steps should
be taken to begin the first
round of trade negotiations to
¢xchange trade preferences
umong member states under
the agreement.

Chairperson of the SAARC
Begum Khaleda Zia said, "the

ment would constitute an
important landmark in our co-
operaltion.”

She said the benefits of
SAPTA must be shared "equally
and equitably by all.”

The agreement was signed
in the conclyding session of
the Severith SAARC Summit in
the International Conference
Centre. .

Officials said this was an
umbrella agreement and trade
among the member countries
under its framework would, be
through- negotiation.

Prior to the signing of the
agreement, SAPTA faced dif-
ferences on procedural stipula-
tions for the implementation
of the arrangement among the
scven members of the SAARC.

dent

tangle that obstructed
drafting of the paragraph of
the trade t relates to
the question whether the
member countries would sign

"~ the broad-based umbrella ac-

cord on SAPTA along with a
schedule for negotiating tariff
concessions on a product by
product basis or to sign them
scparately.

However, the latter point

.mnntinl:hldedlnthel'hml

declaration. Initially, there was

a proposal for a 10 per cent
tariflf concession on of

specific products from mem- -

ber nations and that no new
non-tarifl barriers would be in-
troduced for intra-SAARC

trade,

The Dhaka Declaration on
SAPTA said: The Heads of
State or government reaf-
firmed the need to liberalise
trade as early as possible
through a step by step ap-
proach. They underscored
that this should be done in
such a manner that all coun-
tries in the region could share
the benefits of trade expansion

equitably.

The signatories to the
agreement were: Indian Ext-
ernal Affairs Minister Dinesh
Singh, Bangladesh Foreign
Minister A S M Mosltalizur
Rahman, Shri Lankan Foreign
Minister Harold Heerat, State
Minister for Foreign Affairs of
Pakistan Siddique Khan Kanju,
Maldives Foreign Minister
Fathullah Jamil., Foreign
Minister of Bhutan Dawa
Tsering and State Minister for
Finance Mahesh Acharya of

Nepal.

common i1ssues

Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina yesterday met with Pa-
kistan Prime Minister Moh-
ammad Nawaz Sharif, Shri
Lankan President Ranasinghe
Premadasa and King of Bhutan
Jigme Singye Wangchuk and
discussed with them matters
of mutual interest, reports
UNB. '

The Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament and
Awami _eague President ex-
changed views with the SAARC
leaders on various issucs of
common concern during Lhe
meetings party sources said.

They stressed the need for
further stréngthening regional
cooperation to eradicale

rty from the SAARC mem-
E:tmuntn:s and help them
achieve sell-reliance. They also
hoped that the existing
friendly relations among the
SAARC coyntries would be fur-
ther strengthened in the days
ahead.

Hasina %as accompanied by
Awami League leaders Abdus
Samad Azad MP. Zillur
Rahman. Begum Sajeda Chow-
dhury MP., Mohammad Nasim

MP and Abul Hossain MP.

Gen Asif's death
4 a political
murder, says wife

RAWALPINDI, Apr 11: The
widow of Pakistan's lormer
Army Chiel General Asif Nawaz
who died in January, said today
he had been poisoned in a po-
litical murder, reperts Reuter.

Mrs Asif Nawaz made her
allegation at a news confer-
ence, but was unable to say ex-

VICENZA (italy), Apr 11L:
NATO Hfghters take to the
skics over Bosnia on Monday,
ady to shoot down Serb or

fighters will begin patrols at
1200 gmt on Monday. No one
is sure whether they will be
fired on by
missiles,
ey Yook sl orem
former Y

There have been few
viclations of the no-fly zone
imposed by the United Nations
last October, but Bosnian Serb
military commanders have
called the NATO mission an
act of war that will worsen the
conflict.

The year-old conflict in
Bosnia has claimed tens of
thousands of lives and created

the worst refugee problem in
since World War Two.

NATO, worried that UN
] atd in Bosnia
could be atlac when the

no-fly-zone is enforced, has
ordered pilots to act with care
when they start their patrols,

They will be able to fire
cannon or air-to-air missiles
only afler repeated warmnings to
intruders that they should
lcave Bosnian airspace, or in
scl{-defence.

AFP adds: Officials acknow!-
edge enforcement of the flight
ban will have little impact on
the military situation in the ex-
Yugoslav republie, where
Serbs, Muslims and Croats
have been embroiled in a
bloody year-long war.

But they said it would show
the West's determination to
bring to Bosnia, whefe
some 7.000 UN troops are
guarding reliel deliveries, and
pressure the Serbs (o accepl

' NATO enforces NFZ over Bosnia today

an internationally-brokecred
scttlement.
The Serbs, the only Besnian

group with lanes, reacted
with fury to the ned opera-
tion, but as NATO agreed

on a start date, Serbian
military cammander Ratko
Mladic called for another
ceascfire in Bosnia.

NATC diplomats said Lhe
fighters would first conduct
simple patrols but could meve
to other action such as close
surveillanee of Serb airflields
and electronic naming

A later stage would autho-
rise allied pflots to fire waring
shots or eventually shoot down
violators who fail to respond o
repeated warnings to quit the
FOone.

|

Armenian troops capture

BAKU, Azerbaijan, Apy 1):
Azerbaijan said Sunday that
Armenian forces had captured
18 villages In southwestrn
Azerbatfan, while Armenia said
it lost five soldiers and 12
Azerbaijant fighters died In
hvakmmbnt ncar Nagorny-
Karabakh, reports AP.

The lranfan news agency
Irna reported that the Aser-
batjani ambassador in Tehran
had asked Iran for help to
prevent the fall of the stra
town of Fizuli, which is
heavy bombardment [rom
Armenian forces,

The five-year old unde-
clared war recently has en-
tered a new phase, with
Armenia secking to enlarge its
land corridor with Nagormy-

the Azerbaljani

villages
Karabakh and further isolate
enclave of
Nakhichevan. So far, Azerbaijan
has been unable to repel the
Armenian oflfensive.

The Azerbaijani Defence
Ministry said Armenian forces
had penctrated 15 kilometers
(9 miles) into Azerbafjan dur-
ing fighting over the previous
two days and had seized 18 yil-
lages in a triangle of
Azerbaijani land bordering
Iran, Armenia and Nagorny-
Karabakh.

The defence ministry also
said Armentian fighters contin-
ued to shell the strategic
Azerbatjani city of Fizuli from
the mountains outside the
town. On Sunday. the city
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actly how her husband had
been killed or by whom.

Nawaz, 56, died last January
of a heart attack during early
morning excrcises at his home
in Rawalpindi, headquarters of
Pakistan's powerful military.

Sentor military sources
his widow's charges had no
substance.

“I am sure that this unnatu-
ral death was a political assas-
sination,” she said, adding that
she was considering whether
to bring charges but declined
to against whom,

':M said her husband first
fell ill en November 24 last
year during an army meeting
and was takcn to hespital
where doctors said he had
food po soning. She said he
was constantly unwell until his
death.

"Expert medical opinion
collected by US reinforces our
suspicion that his death oc-
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