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Accountability in
Education

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia has made two very
important observations in her speech opening
the Forestry Institute Complex at Chittagong on
Wednesday. In one she said, "the main formula of
att economic freedom is education as it can
con te democracy and break the cycle of
poverty”. We are simply touched by her power to
see light through a dense forest of past and cur-
rent social turbulence of unprecedented propor-
tions blocking view. It has been an old practice,

with politicians, to placate the clientele

at hand by offering whatever pleases the latter.

We hope the top politician of our nation hasn't
red that old game with education.

t she has meant what she has said is borne
out by her second observation about accountability
in education that related to the poor tax-payer's
right to question if they were getting their
money's worth in the educational sector.

The Prime Minister has done a courageous
thing by going down to the Chittagong University
function. Whether it has been discreet on her
part to do so would ever remain open to ques-
tions. Who doesn't know for how long that uni-
versity was completely under siege by the armed
cadres of an anti-Bangladesh political party. She
has gone there without moving a simple step to-
wards undoing that situation. Worst of all her
lengthy sermon on university campus violence,
bereft of commiseration with the victims and de-
nunciation of the culprits, went to show that she
was completely unaware of the goings on at that
university over the better half of a decade: And
that is an impossibility if only because she also
happens to be the leading light of the biggest
student organisation in the country besides being
the chancellor of all universities of the nation.

The whole of Bangladesh's existence suffers
from a serious lack of accountability. It applies
more to the administrative machinery of the
country. That should not stop the chief executive
of the country from underlining the importance
of the same in the education sector which seems
to be quite innocent of the concept. We are in-
deed thankful that she has introduced the ques-
tion of accountability in the sacred area of educa-
tion. A university or a college or a school is no
khas taluk of its headmar: or the coterie that
leads it — completely immune to social demands
of efficiency, probity and service. The question is
however, who should be accountable to whom?
An honest answer to this would not either be
easy or comforting. In the last resort, it is the
government {tself who should be accountable to
people in general for their performance in edu-
cation which to date has been anything other
than exemplary. Rather than the government
cutting drastically the pervasiveness of violence
in the educational institutions. The ruling party's
student front along with those of other political
parties has had an unmistakable hand in the
unrelenting escalation of the same.

If education be indeed the potion that could
help consolidate democracy — there is no sign
yet that it works. Let us. as things are, better not
lalk ol education breaking the cycle of poverty.
The seats ol education and the effective part of
the community of students are all one big intoler-
ant and anarchic anathema to democracy. And
due to some late policy shifts and action's of the
government education is going only to accentuate
the many lines that divide the society — it is grow-
ingly becoming elitistic which it was not. That
would hardly help break the cycle of poverty.

We are grateful to the Prime Minister for giving
us foods for thought on education — some rare
dish indeed. -

A Shocking Murder

The early morning murder of businessman and
industrialist Humayun Zahir has sent a shock
wave across the capital and within the business
circle across the country, for the three following
reasons. First it showed how widespread the rea-
ch of professional killers have become. They did
not consider it to be of much consequence to go
inside a well guarded home of a rich business-
man, wait for hours, think nothing of being seen
by many witnesses, and then shoot a person po-
inthblank without too much thought about escape.
Second. the spread of violence has now made it
so easy to hire professional people to kill for
money. This has shaken us all and brought into
the open the question of personal safety and
security. How safe are we, is a question that is
haunting us all ? The third concern comes {rom
the FIR lodged by the father-in-law of the de-
ceased. Business relationships degenerating into
brutal murders are neither new, nor unique to
our part of the world. In fact paid mafiaz hit-man
seltling business parinership scores are quite
prevalent in the West, Japan and in Southeast Asia.

However, just as we are new in the world of
business, so also we are unused to some of its
brutal by-products. But the point that we would
like to emphaltically raise is that police must
wake uptlo this new challenge which is being
posed by the rise of organised crime, the indica-
tions of which seem to be present in the Zahir
murder. Police should expose everybody con-
nected with this killing and unearth the under-
world that was behind executing it. We must hit
hard against rise,of criminal gangs who commit
murder for a fee. The root of organised crime
must be destroyed right at the beginning — as-
suming that jt is only the beginning, and that we
are not already too late. These gangs, taking ad-
vantage of the widespread unemployment among
youth, allure our youngmen and in some instances
women, into becoming gangsters for hire. This
development has to be arrested before it goes out of
hand, and the gangs become more organised, sophis-
ticated and hence — harder to catch and eliminate.

Police must act swiltly and decisively. The fact
that they have one of the killers in custody is a
God-sent chance to nail the case and expose all
the accomplices. This is necessary to cleanse the
society of the criminal gangs that are gradually
penetrating deep into our lives.

T HE SAARC summit in
Dhaka is not being held
at a particularly propi-
tious moment n our region’s
iroubled history. A variety of
olitical problems ranging
rom the irrtants of un-
resolved bilateral disputes to
the trans-border implications
of domestic communal
conflicts will cast their pall
over the august gathering. It is
unlikely that the summit will
resolve these issues or even
put in a place a process where
such issues can be collectively
addressed. Nor can one be as-
sured that a sense of states-
manship will prevail in guiding
bilateral tensions to some form
of mutual resolution.

These ongoing intra-re-
gional tensions are held re-
sponsible for the laillure of the
SAARC process to progress the
region towards grealer eco-
nomic interaction. The peo-
ples of South Asia are advised
that once these disputes are
resolved South Asian economic
relations will flower. Whilst
South Asians wait for the ideal
political temperature to bring
economic relations to full
bloom, the rest of the world
looks towards this region with
both impatience and some irri-
tation. This has been made ap-
parent to me in a number of
meetings at a pan-Asian level
where | have participated re-
cently, first as a member of a
Commission for a New Asia,
sponsored by the Malaysians
and strongly supported by the
Japanese and more recently in
a meeting in Tokyo erganized
by the Japan Institute of
International Affairs, on the
theme of Japan and South Asia.
A similar message was com-
municated by the J s¢ in a
recent meeting of Japan-
South Asia forum held recently
in New Delhi.

Our Asian neighbours and
particularly the Japanese see
South Asia as a trouble spot in
Asia with too many festering
domestic and intra-regional
tensions to enable our gov-

ernments and peoples’ to give

priority to the overriding need
to accelerate the development
and transformation of our
economies. Until about a year
or two ., Japan, East and
South East Asia, had tended to
treat South Asia's problems as
academic. They tended to be-
lieve that the boundarics of
Asia stopped at the frontier be-
tween Thailand and Burma and
that all countries East of

Thailand should be lclt to their

UNDREDS of thousands
of migrant workers
caught in the crossfire
of the 199] Gulf War are still
struggling to recover their
money and property they left
?ehind when they escaped
rom Kuwait — haps never
to return. 2
In Damascus, the UN
Development Programme
(UNDP) is running a special
Gulf task force to study the so-
cial and [inancial conse-
quences of the crisis on thou-

" sands of workers from devel-

oping countries, many of
whom used their incomes to
support whole families.

They found that while some
Arab workers can get to their
assets without difficulty, there
is a two-tier division that dis-
criminates against former mi-
grant workers from Bangla-
desh, Shri Lanka, Pakistan,
India and the Philippines.

Workers from some of the
Arab countries — Syria,
Lebanon, Egypt — can visit
Kuwait not only to collect their
financial assects from Kuwaiti
banks, but also to check on
other assets, commercial in-
terests or real estate,

And while Palestinian and
Jordanian workers cannot go
back to Kuwait to retricve any
physical assets left behind,
they can at least draw from
their financial assets. As a re-
sult, their former deposits in
Kuwait's banks are now help-
ing to fucl a building boom in a
cluster of countries, most no-
tably Jordan, Syria and
Lebanon.

Asians, however, have a dif-
ferent story to tell. Expensive
airfares mean that the majority
of migrant workers from the
Indian sub-continent and
South-east Asia cannot go back
to retrieve or sell assets they
may have left behind — though
many could easily pay for the
tickets with the proceeds.

Many have yel to get their
wages [rom employers they
cannot track or contact, or
hawve moncy in savings bank ac-

SAARC Summit Begins Today
South Asian Economic Cooperation within

a Dynamic Asian Economic Area
by Rehman Sobhan

own chaos and backwardness.
For some reasons which are
still not clear to me both the
Japanese and their East Asian
neighbours have in the recent
past begun to take a new look
at the South Asian region.
Whether this is due to the
programme of economic re
forms which have gained high
visibility in the world because
of the special initiative ol Dr
‘Manmohan Singh, Finance
Minister of India in redirect-
ing the Indian economy or be-
cause bolh the strate and
economic potential of South
Asia in giving greater depth to
an Asian economic area have
begun to register on our fellow
Asians, merits fuller investiga-
tion. However what is apparent
is the willingness of the
Japanese and South East
Asians to dialogue with their
South Asian neighbors about
the future.

What has been specially in-
teresting to me in recent ex-
changes with our Japanese
friends is that they are not
inclined to view their rclations
with South Asian countries as
essentially of bilateral concern.
They view the region as a
whole because they reckon
that problems within a country
have a tendency to overspill
national boundaries and desta-
bilisation in one country can
thus escalate into a destabilisa-
tion of the region. Therefore
their friendly message to their
South Asian neighbors is that
we should get our respective
houses in order, settle our
disputes and thus identify our-
sclves as acceptable partners
in the new Asian economic fu-
ture which promises to make
the region into the economic
eentre of the world in the next
quarter ol a century. They
reckon that if Asia is to take ils
place, along with North
America and Europe, as equal
partners in the global commu-
nity, South Asia's presence
would lend weight to such an
Asian presence. This suggesis
that a South Asia at peace with
itsell can be scen as a trading
partner of some importance as
well as an area of economic in-
vestment: particularly by the

Japanesc who are potentially
willing to contribute both to
the development of the re-
gion's archaic economic in
frastructure as well as diversi-
fying its Industrial base

Economic Issues

Can such a message [rom
our Asian neighbors, implicit
rather than explicitly offered,
register in the consciousncss
ol our leaders meeling in
Dhaka this week? They will
certainly be addressing some
economic issucs such as the
SAARC report on Alleviation ol
Poverty, sign an agreement on
a South Asia Preferential
Trading Arrangement [(SAPTA)
and may revicw the SAARC
study on setting up an invest-
ment fund to promole greater
investment in the region
which is still under comple
tion. The SAARC poverty re:
port, finalised under the lead-
ership of the former Prime
Minister of Nepal, Mr Bhatrai,
is timely given that the region
enjoys the dubjous distinction
of hosting the largest share of
the world's poor. However the
alleviation of poverty, by its na-
ture, remains a national en-
deavour. We may share experi-
ences and success siories but
cach government remains re
sponsible for eliminating its
own poverty where collective
SAARC efforts can do Httle to
compensate the failures of our
respective natipnal govern:
ments to eradicate this shame-
ful blight on our national con
science.

Implications of SAPTA

This leaves SAPTA as the
only prospective posilive out-
come [rom the summit on the
economic front. Unfortunately
such preferential trading ar-
rangements are no more than
tokens of good intention o co-
opcrate. They take many years
of patient negotiation, usually
on a commodity by commodity
basis, to translate into a major
programme of trade conces-
sions. Any person who believes
that under SAPTA Bangladesh
will be flooded with Indian or

Pakistani goods, because of
SAPTA or that Bangladesh's
jute goods will get free access
lo the closed Pakistan market
had better think again because
such a process is a long way
down the road. The proposed
initial trading preference of
| 0% tariff concessions will do
little to stimulate trade in
economies which still have
high tarifl barriers in spite of
our programmes of import lib-
eralisation. What trade is tak-
ing place will continue because
Bangladeshi consumers of light
machinery, sarees, bicycles,
sugar, cattle, even eggs, find it
to thefr economic advantage to
import these legally or flle-
gally from India. The problem
of large imports from India
into the smaller South Asian
cconomies is that the Indian
cconomy is [ar and away the
largest and most diversified in
the region and is thus best
positioned to met the needs of
its weaker neighbours.

Under the common agenda
of economic refoims put in
place under World BDank guid
ance all the countries of South
Asia are committed to liber-
alise their imports. This mcans
importing goods from the
moslt cumpﬂlitlvt source,
which for a varfety of items
will remain India. Under a free
market system there is not
much ndvnnlaf in attacking
government policy-makers or
indeed sources of supply iIn
India, Thailand, Singapore,
Republic of Korea or China for
making Bangladesh into a
market for their goods. We
have the choice of going back
to greater protection for our
local industries and /or making

our local industries more
competitive against imports.

Taking Advantage of

SAPTA

An additional option re-
mains. This is to invite greater
foreign investment from India,
Japan, China, Republic of
Korea, Taiwan, Thailand to
help in setting up export in-
dustries targeted to the large

and growing Indian market. If
products from these ventures
can be given duty free access
or at least substantial tanff
concessions to reach the
indian market, this will open
up substantial investment op-
portunities in Bangladesh,

Nepal and Shri Lanka.

A useful propesal to be
considered in promoting
greater and more balanced
trade within South Asia would
be built around the following
sequence of events:

L The Dhaka Summit signs
SAPTA.

i As a special gesture of
goodwill, to alleviate ap-
prehenstons that Indian's
dominant economic
structures will largely
beneflit from SAPTA,
Prime Minister Narastmha
Rao, as a compensatory
gesture to its SAARC
partners would announce
the iollowin special
concessions: Whilst all
other SAARC members
would give a 10% tarifl
concession under SAPTA,
India would give a 50%
concession on its tari{ls to
its partners. (b) As least
developed member of
SAARC, Bangladesh,
Bhutan and Nepal, India
would offer them duty free
entry for all imports: In
practise these gestures
would in the shot run lead
to a very limited increase
in imports from within
SARC into India because
most SAARC countries
have little to export to
India on a ocompetitive
basis.

ifl. To compensate for the
competitive weakness of
the smaller SAARC mem-
bers a programme of joint
venture SAARC inves-
tments, targeted to set up
industries in Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Nepal and Shri
Lanka, should be studied
carefully and projects
floated, based on equity
capital from within SAARC
and from other countries
such as Japan or Republic
of Korca. These projects
should be designated as

The Gulf War's Real Losers

counts they cannot reach from

their home countries or
through their under-developed
ihternatfonal banking systems.

In Amman, the UN
Economic and Social Commi-
ssion for Western Asia (ESC-
WA) has produced a string of
reports detailing the impact of
the crisis on Third World
countries. Their reports say
there were more than 550,000
Asfans in Kuwait and a further
75,000 Asians in Iraq before
the erisis,

They made up the bulk of
the region's estimaled
717,000 pre-crisis migrant
worker population. They sent a
considerable amount of money
back to their home countries
— around US $370 million a
ycar to Pakistan, US $200 mil-
lien to India, US $160 million
to Bangladesh, and US %90

million to Shri Lanka.
These losses to

economies have becen com-
pounded by increased [uel bills
the Asian countries had to pay
as a result of higher oil prices
in 1990 and 1991 brought on
by the Kuwait crisis, ESCWA
notes.

"Bangladesh is one of the
most adversely alfected Asian
countries by the Gulf crisis and
among the least able to cope
with its repercussions,” says
one ESCWA report.

"The return of an estimated
90,000 Bangladeshis has com-
pounded the country's eco-
nomic difficulties,” it adds. "In
addition to the loss of an an-
nual remittances worth US
$160 million, Bangladesh had
to repatriate and rehabilitate
the returnees at a cost esti-
mated at US 336 million.

The UN agency also says the
Gull War cost Bangladesh US
8120 million in lost exports to
Iragq and Kuwait and US S302
million in increased fuel im-
port costs.
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Former migrant workers from Asia may be
the true jlosers of the Gulf War. John

“ Roberts of IPS reports from Amman.

Overall, it says the impover-
ished South Asian nation may
have lost as much as US $1.5
billion — a heavy chunk of its
normal gross domestic prod-
uct of US $23 billion.

ESCWA has also collated
comparable f[igures for other
countrics. The costs of the Gulf
crisis to India were put at US
$3,045 million for 1990 and
US 82 869 million for 1991,
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Pakistan eslimates its losses at
US $2.1 billion, not least be-
cause before the crisis it was
receiving half its oil from
Kuwait at a concessional price
of just US $15 a barrel.

The Philippines is esti-
miated to have sustained losses
approaching US 8500 million
on remitlances as a result of
the erisis, while increased oil
cosls in 1990 and 1991 were

of the same magnitude,

On a human scale, perhaps
the¢ hardest hit were the re-

turnees from Shri Lanka. The

UN International Labour
Organisation (ILO) says three
quarters of the 101,000 Shri
Lankan returnecs were do-
mestic servants, and they left
their jobs with their wages
un for up to threec months.

Moreover, the UN notes :
"They were paild a meagre US
$65 per month on average,
and thus it would take them a
long period just to repay the
debt they incurred to finance
the original journey to their
jobs in Kuwait".

Although the Jordanian and
Palestinian returnees had
considerable political prob-
lemms with which to contend,
many of them werc much bet-
ter placed to cope with the
cconomic consequences of the
Kuwait crisis.

They were after all, as one
UN oflicial remarked in an un-
guarded moment, "the peoplc
running Kuwait”. Now, the offi-
cial added, "the real test is to
try to get these peoplc com-
mitted or engaged in sctting
up businesses at home”.

But countries such as Egypt,
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and
Yemen — all traditional recipi-
cnts of large-scale remitiances
[rom expatriate workers in
Kuwait or Iragq — have done
marginally better.

UN officials noted that
countries tended to exaggerate
their potential losses in the
immediate aftermath of the
crisis to secure the maximum
possible aid from the Kuwaiti
and Saudi authorities.

Thus Syria at one stage
claimed to have sustained no
less than US $9.1 billion in
losses, largely as a result of the
scizure of Syrian assets in
Kuwnit,

In [act, one UN olficial told

SAARC prejects which
should Euar -
antee it duty frec entry in
all SAARC markets. This
market access should
make SAARC investment
projects cligible for loan
financing from the Asian
Development Bank, which
should set aside some
lcanable funds to under
write such sub-regional
joint ventures backed up
by tariff concessions.

Putting E -
in SAARC

Such a programme of con-
cessions wilthin SAARC would
turn the large size of the
Indtan ecomomy from a proeb-
lem into an asset for SAARC It
would .ontribute to the
growth, diversification and ex-
port expansion ol the weaker
SAARC economies. [t would
provide a whicle for Asian cap
ital to flow into South Asta and
create a practical basis for
more closely integrating the
South Asian economies to fts
more dynamic South Asian
neighbours. Finally and most
important, giving prierity
within SAARC te a balanced
agenda ol economic coopera-
tion, would be an incentive for
the myopic political leaders of
the region to resolve both in-
ternal and bilateral political
problems if their countries are
to both change their circum-
stances and benefit from the
greater intcraction with the
dynamic Asian region. The
problem with SAARC has been
that our fractured economic
relations have meant that a
premium has been placed on
political obduracy and lack of
accommodation in dispute
resolution within the region.

What we need is to put eco-
nomics first so that the failure

‘to settle political disputes ac

quires a price, measured in
lost economic opportunities,
loss of wellbeing for our al-
ready deprived populations
and being left out nfplhc bene-
fits of being associated with a
dynamic Asian economic area.

The writer, an intermmation-
ally noted economist, had
served as a Member of the
Interim Government under the
Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed. He is also
one of the founders and the
first Director of Bangladesh

Institute for Development
Studies.
IPS : "A lot of assets were

th¢re — but no harm was done
to them.” This was because the
Kuwaiti government, while in
exilc, was able Lo secure the
cooperation ol the interna-
tional banking community and
impose an ellective frecze on
ransfers. :

With the complete records
of all bank accounts as of Aug.
2, 1990, the day of the inva-
sion, it was able to put into ef-
fect a ruling that all transac-
tions carried out between that
date and liberation on Feb. 27,
1991 would be deemed null

and void.
This action was takcn pri-

marily to sccure the asscls of
the Kuwailis themselves. Bul it
is also providing a lileline for
the hundreds uf thousands of
migrant workers from Jordan,
Lebanon, Egypt, Syria and
Palestine.

Today, there is again a con-
siderable outflow of funds from
Kuwait to long-term migrant
workers who have left the
country who are able to negoli-
ate the system.

"Pensioners, retired civil
servants and school teachers
are basically receiving their
cntitlements,” says ESCWA
principal economic allairs ol-
ficer Nazem Abdalla. He adds
that the agency is focusing on
helping solve "the main prob-
lem of the area at this time :
the migration of two million
pecople working in this area”.

Abdalla notes these move-
ments were not just causcd by
the Kuwait crisis. There werc
mass movement out of Iraq,
with hundreds ol thousands ol
Egyptians returning home, as a
result of Saddam Hussein's
eight year war with [ran.

There was also migration of
Yemenis back home [rom
Ethiopia and Somalia in the
wake of civil war and ‘economic
collapse there, and a mass cx
pulsion of some 850,000
Yemenis from Saudi Arabia be-
cause Lheir country was held to
have takoen too neutral a line in
the Irag-Kuwait orists.
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Sir, Some influential people
have indulged in systcmatic
felling of the trees at village
Ramalpur under Savar PS in
the absence of the owners of
the land where the trees stood
and some still stand, with the
help of 40/50 armed muscle-
men and carrying them away
by trucks. Under the circum-
stance, the villagers are pass-
ing their days and nights in
great anxieties.

Mentionably, the villagers
repeatedly informed the
chairman of respective Birulia
union and the Officer-in-
Charge of Savar thana of the {]-

l?nl felling of trees but to no
ellect.

This illegal felling of trees
as well as dwindling of envi-
ronment have been continuing
for a month and in the mean-
time, more than 1,000 trees

have been felled.

If the concerned depart-
ments such as Police and
Forest Conservation do not
take any necessary steps, the
villagers will definitely face
dire consequences. The local
people opine that a neutral in-
vestigation will reveal all.
Concerned.

Moral education

Sir, To make our education
more practical and effective
both madrasha and general ed-
ucation should be merged to-
gether and a common curricu-
lum be introduced. The
madrashas can be converted
into schools and certain
courses now taught in madra-
sha incorporated into the
school syllabus. This may
reduce the gap between our
moral education and general
education and help in produc-

ing well-cducated citizens with
expected moral standard.

M Zahidul Ilagque

Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural Insti
lute, '

Dhaka.

Hajj pilgrims

Sir, | take this opportunity
to express my sincerest thanks
to the "intending pilgrim”
whose letter published in your
daily earlier last month acted
as a commendable starter lead-
ing tlo a press notification of
the Saudi Embassy (published
in your daily on the 17th
March 1993) and quelling the
worries of intending pilgrims
who had opted to arrange their
own residential accommoda-
tion in Saudi Arabia on the ba-
sis of our government's notifi-
cation published in all datlies
on ithe 13th January 1993

which stated that "the author-
ity will take on rent residential
accommodation for only those
who would ask for {t.”

My personal gratitude to
the Saudi Embassy because of
its statement that revealed
thal an agreement was entered
between the Saudi Govern-
ment and our Government on
the 13th January 1993 where
it was specifically mentioned

that "all Bangladeshi pilgrims
must reside at the house hired
by the Government of Bangla-
desh with relevant authorities
in Makkah Mukaramh and
Madinah Munawarah" and "no
pilgrims will be allowed to hire
accommodation privately”.
Thus it is mandatory for all
Bangladeshi pilgrims this year
lo take accommodation at
Makkah and Madinah to be ar-
ranged by our Government.
Now confusion has been

crealed in my mind by i oas
sertive reply by an authority of
the Hajj Office at Mirpur | was
told on enquiry thal the sums
of Tk. 16,000.00 and Tk.
11.5600,00 deposited for Lwo
types of accommodation was
for Makkah only and not for
Madinah.

Thus | request our con-
cerned ministry to let us know
specifically whether the alore-
sald reply given by the Hajj
Office 1s correct. Il so, then is
our Government rescinding its
own terms of agreement with
the Saud! Government? The
clarification is essential in or-
der to avoid confusion of ac-
commodation arrangement at
Madinah by the Bangladeshi
pilgrims.

Akhtarl Begum
Lake Circus, Dhaka

"Nausicaa'

Sir, I want to thank you
and, through you, Ms, Sadal
Noori, for her very interesting
article "Nausicaa — the Ocean
has Landed”, published in your
Weekend Magazine on 2 April,
1993.

Hy reading her article 1 had
the rare opportunity of having
a unique glimpse of the océan's
deep and fascinating but mys-
tertous world,

Can we not have something
similar in our country (may be
on a smaller scale, to start
with) for our children to learn
from? Our government and the
private sector may give some
serious thought to it

| look forward to more such
{lluminating articles in your es-
teemed daily in future.

Jamaluddin
Elephant Road, Dhaka.



