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Japanese peacekeeper
shot dead in Cambodia

PHNOM PENH, Apr 8: A
Japanese UN electoral officer
working in central Cambodia
was shot dead today by
unidentified assailants, UN of-
ficials said, reports AFP.

The man was travelling by
road from his district in
Kompong Thom province with
an interpreter towards the
provincial capital when he was
intercepted by unknown as-
sailants about 8:30 am (0130
GMT), said the official, who
could not be identified.

The interpreter was injured
and taken to a nearby hospital,
the officials said.

Sources in Phnom Penh
said the attack was believed to
have been carried out by the
Khmer Rouge.

The man was the first
Japanese to be killed in hostile

Nor'wester
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Meanwhile anothor
nor'wester swept Sirajganj dis-
trict in the evening damaging
nearly 200 thatched housecs
and injuring 15 people, includ-
ing two women.

The injured were released
after first aid. The wholc town
plunged into darkness as elec-
tric poles were uprooted by
the storm which packed a
windspeed up to 70 kilometre
per hour.

Badly affected thanas are
Sadar, Kazipur, Kamarkhand,

Ullapara, Belkuchi and Shaha-
jadpur.

Kanju
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carrying forward the SAARC
towards achieving the goal of
wellare of the ple for which
it was launchcro

Responding to a question
on the planned talks between
Indian Prime Minister Nara-
simha Rao and Pakistan Prime
Minister Mian Nawaz Sharif
during their stay here on the
occasfon of the SAARC summit,
Kanju said the two Prime
Ministers who have already
met five times "will discuss
issues to have a better rec-
lation.”

Replying to another ques-
tion, t Pakistan Minister
cate denied his coun-
try's involvement in bomb
blasts and other terrorist activ-
ities in different parts of India,
saying "We are absolutely
agninst any kind of terrorism.

Kanju called the Indian al-
legation "unfortunate.”

He described the existing
Dhaka-lslamabad relation as

excellent.

action in Cambodia. Assaults by
suspected Khmer Rouge
gucrillas have claimed the lives
of flive other UN peacekeepers
in the last 10 days.

UN Secretary General
Boutros Boutros-Ghall, on a
two-day visit to Cambodia, can-
celled his scheduled press
conlerence.

After his arrival here
Wednesday Boutros-Ghali told
warring faction leaders to ex-
change their guns for ideas
and participation in the May
clection that risks being the
last and only chance for stabil-
ity in Cambodia.

[.ankan FM
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Asian Fund for Devclopment
(SADF), an Agreement on
Preferential Trade Arrange-
ment among the SAARC
Countrica (SAPTA) and a
convention on protection of
child.

Herat said people of the re-
gion would be largely benefit-
ted with the successful han-
dling of those issues by the
lecaders of the South Asian
countries during the Dhaka
summit.

The Shri Lankan Foreign
Minister also expressed his
optimism that the SAARC
would continue to grow and
take a better shape under the
lcadership of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia when the
mantle of Chairmanship of the
association falls on her with
the holding of the Dhaka
Summit.

lHerat was rcceived at the
airport by Foreign Minister A S
M Mustafizur Rahman, Foreign
Secretary Reaz Rahman, Shri
Lankan high commissioncr Dr
A N Haniffa and senior ollicials
of the Forcign Ministry werc
also prescnl,

Jameel
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the heads of government and

state would contribute greatly
to the welfare of the people of
this region.

Replying to a question abotit
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia's assumption as
Chairperson of SAARC, the
Maldives Foreign Minister said
that she was not a stranger to
Lhis association as her late
husband had initiated the idea
of SAARC. "She is well placed
for that leadership,” he added.

Salah Shehab, Forelgn
Sccretary of Maldives accom-
panied Jameel.

NATO no-fly zone
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He said one has vio-
lated the no-fly zone recently
but most violations have been
by he

US military chiefs told
Co earlier this year that
enforcement of the no-fly zone
would be useless because

ng Bosnians.
Meanwhile, The Internatio-

nal Court of Justice ordered
Serbia today to prevent acts ol
genocide in the former
Yugoslav republic of Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Reuter.

Bosnia immediately wel-
comed the unanimous judge-
ment by the l4-judge court
and said it would ask the
United Nations Security
Council to enforce it

“It is an overwhelming vic-
tory for Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Francis Boyle, Bosnia's chiel
legal counsel, told reporters.

“This order is being trans-
mitted right now to New York
for action by the members of
the Security Council.”

The International Court of
Justice is the main judicial or-
gan of the UN and settles dis-
putes between states.

“Fifty years ago when the
Jewish people were threat-
ened with extermination, the
world looked the other way
and let it happen.

"We are asking the world
not to look the other way,”
Boyle said.

In two days of highly:
charged hearings last week,
Bosnia accused Serbia of
commitiing the worst atreci-
ties since the Nazi holocaust
and of deliberately targeting
Muslim civillans during the
year-long war in Bosnia.

It asked Montenegro to halt
killings, rapes and forced re-
movals ol Musiim people [rom
their homes as part of fts pol-
icy of "ethnic cleansing ~

Serbia denied links
with the Bosnian Serb forces
on the ground and rejected
the charge of genocide as
groundiess.

The court’'s judgement
went further than many inter
national law experts had ex
pected. They had anticipated a
neutrally -worded ruling which

Editor:S. M. Ali

would avoid attributing blame,

“The government of the
federal republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro) shou-
ld immediately, in the pur-
suance of its undertaking in
the (1948 genocide conven-
tion), take all measures within
its power to prevent commis-
sion of the crime of genocide,”
the court said.

Russian Judge Nikolal
Tarassov cast the only dissent-
ing vote when the court ruled
by 13 to one that Serbia must
prevent any armed units
linked to it from committing
genocide.

Serbia must “ensure that
any military, paramilitary or ir-
regular armed units which may
be directed or supported by

it... do not commit any acts of

genocide . . . whether directed
against the Muslim population

of Bosnia and Herzcgovina or
against any other national,
ethnical, racial or rcligious
group,” it said

The court made no mention
of Bosnia's request for a decla-
ration that it had the right to
receive ilitary assistance
from other countries,

In New York Muhamed
Sacirbey, Bosnia's UN Amba-
ssador, said the ruling put pre
ssure on the Security Council
to lift the arms embargo
against Bosnia-Herzegovina so
it can defend itsell

“If in fact the council be-
lieves international law has any
value, they have a clear obliga-
tion on the basis of the ruling
of the court and on the basis of
the genocide convenlion 10

take immediate steps.” he
said.
The United States has

called for the arms embargo o
be lified but so far there is no
support in the Security Council
from other permanent mem-
bers.

The International Court of
Justice was set up in 1945 w0
settle international legal dis-
putes between slates

Today's ruling was deliv-
ered with unusual speed under
emergency proceedings in
voked by Bosnia A final verdict
on all aspects of the case is
expecied (o take more than a
vear
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia visiting the VVIP Terminal of Zia International Airport

yesterday to see the arrangements for receiving SAARC guests.

Clash in Sylhet

One Juba League
leader, 2 BCL
activists held

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Apr 8: Sylhet Kot-
wali Thana police last night
arrested a Poura Commissioner
Chandan Roy, who is also a
Juba League leader and two
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) activists including its
district secretary Shafiul
Ahmed Nadel on charge ol
their involvement in a clash
between two rival groups of
BCL on Wednesday night.

A Eid-reunion function of
[3CL was foiled Wednesday af-
ternoon when rival group at-
tacked the gathering and ex-
ploded at least 30 to 40 crack-

Crs.

They also opened several
rounds of blank shots and
looted a motor cycle and Tk
5,000 from a nearby restau-
rant

Following the incident, the
district president of BCL
lodged a case against the rival
group including the district
secrelary. |

— PID photo

Koirala, Wangchuk to talk
repatriation of Bhutanese

KATHMANDU, Apr B8:
Nepalese Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala will hold talks
in Dhaka this weekend with
Bhutan's King Jigme Singye
Wangchuk on the possible
repatriation of more than
100,000 Bhutanese refugees in
Nepal, reports AFP,

Ilighly placed Nepalese
Forcign Ministry sources said
here today that two leaders
had scheduled a meeting on
the subject for Friday night
while attending the South East
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation [SAARC) Summit,

The summit officially starts
Saturday and both leaders are
scheduled to stay in the same
hotel and reach the
Bangladesh capital Friday, the
sources added.

Some 102,600 Bhutanese of
Nepalese origin, 20,878 of
them students, are currently
camped in Nepal's Jhapa dis-
irict, 390 kilometres (243
miles) southeast of the capital
city of Kathmandu.

"Prime Minister Koirala
wants to solve the Bhutanese
refugee problem amicably and
bilaterally through dialogue
with the Bhutanese King he-
fore talking to the Indian

Prime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao prior to his return for
home on Monday, the source
said.

"The exodus of over
102,600 Bhutanese has caused
a grave social, cconomic and
environmental problem in the
Jhapa district, the source said.

"The Bhutanese refugees
are creating a grave environ-
mental problem by destroying
the forest and polluting the
river apart from causing social
problems making it difficult to
maintain law and order.,” he
added.

The proposed talks be-
tween the Bhutanese King and
Koirala will be the first since
they discussed the refugce
problem during the Colombo
SAARC Summit in 1991.

In a brief statement in par-
liament Wednesday Koirala
said, Nepal will put across her
commilment to regional coop-
eration in clear terms in the
seventh summit of the SAARC
due to open this Saturday.

He also told the House he
would set forth his opinions
regarding the problem faced
by Nepal due to the Bhutancse
refugee influx,
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Ekatturer Jeeshu
refused film

certificate

Star Report

The DBangladesh Fiim
Sensor Board yesterday ru
fused to allow screening ol
Ekatturer Jeeshu |(Jesus- 71}, a
short film depicting the na-
tion's War of Independence in
197 1. according to a source

The f{ilm, directed by a
well-known freedom [ighter
and leader of the village the-
atre movement Nasiruddin
Yousuf Bachchu, was submitled
to the board for approval on
March 14.

A ‘full board’ comprising
two commitiees of the Film
Censor Board met yesterday to
decide the fale of the Jesus
71, English version of the
Bangla film Ekatturer Jeeshu.

Majority of the 'full board
members present at the meet-
ing suggested against the
screening of the flim on the
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ground that it would vitiate the |

country's existing friendly rela

tions with Pakistan, sources

said.

Fifteen out of a total of 28
members of the full board
were present at the meeting.

Nuruddin Al Masud, the
Chairman of the Censor Board
who is also the Secretary of
the Information Ministry,
however, was not available for
comment.

Diarrhoea claims
3 more Lives

Diarrheea claimed three
lives and 908 people were at-
tac ked by the discase iIn 24
hours till 9 am Thursday, re-
paris UNB.

Of the latest deaths, one
each in Noakhali, Patuakhali
and Kishoreganj

PR

ﬁ}ntest rally at Bangabandhu Avenue in city yester
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Ban communal politics
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"This 1s also threatening
dumocracy, peace and com-
mnunal harmony and causing
obstruction in the way of mu-
lual cooperation, sympathy and
brotherhood among the SAARC
states”, it added

The concluding part ef the
resolution demanded ‘specific
and rcalistic’ plans and sieps
lo alleviate poverty, remove il
literacy, ensuring proper shar
ing of the common river wa
ters and property and maintain
the ecological balance in the
region

The public meeting was
held at Bangabandhu Avenue in
the afternoon protesting police
action against Nirmul body's
rallies in the last week of
March

Police had assaulted the
leaders and workers of the
GChatak Dalal Nirmul Saman
naya Commitice (o block their
holding of two rallies planned
in the city March 26 and 28

Addressing the huge aud|
ence, crammed from the Sta
dium gate to Gulistan square,
Sheikh tHasina alleged that the
BNP government which took
over with the support of the
communal Jamaat-Shibir axis,
had betrayed the martyrs of
the country’'s Liberattion War.
“It's an utter shame [or the
nation that the President and
the Prime Minister did not
turn up at the national
mausoleum to pay respects to
the martyrs . and that the
PM and the Home Minister

had ordered the assault on
Jahanara Imam, mother ofl a

martyr on Independence Day”,
he mentioned.

The opposition leader
asked the government to ex-
plain to the people its negli
gence towards the country's
independence and the mar

tyrs.
Terming the BNP govern

ment a ‘pledge-breaker’ one,
the AL leader demanded the
fulfilment of all pledges made
to different communities and
members of the public by the
ruling party

In this context, she asked
the government to uphold the
spirit of the Liberation War,
ensure the trial of war crimi-
nals including Golam Azam,
and fulfil the demands of vari-
ous professional groups and
labour bodies.

On the government accusa-
tion that the opposition was
destabilising the country. an
angry Hasina alleged it was the
government thal was sponsor-
ing terrorism, corrupting the
administration and repressing
the pro-Liberation democratic
groups and individuails.

The country’s development
had been stalled and public life
insecure due to the ineptness
of the rubing party, she added

lhose who spoke on the
occasjon included Zillur Rah-
man, the AL General Secretary,
Rashed Khan Menon, MP, Kazi
Arefl Ahmed, Moinuddin Khan
Badal, Abdullah Sarkar and
Noyeem Jahangir of the Five
party combine, Mohammad
Afzal of Ganatantri Party, Nurul
Islam, Ahmedur Rahman Azmdi,
Dilip Barua and Alhaj Abdus
Samad of the four-party Pat-
riotic Democratic Front (PDF).

Another resolution adopted
at the meeting observed that
the government had lost the
moral right to rule the country
after it ‘violated the Consti-
tution’ by not allowing the
Samannaya Committee to hold
public meetings

The meeting, in the resolu-
tion, warned the government
against curbing constitutional
rights any more and extended
its allout support to the com-
mittee-planned sit-in demon-
stration in front of the Sec-
retariat April 20.

| L.

SAPTA
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Foreign Ministry's SAARC
Desk, said that the Council of
Ministers was again scheduled
to meet today to finalise the
draft declaration.

He said the foreign secre-
taries would attempt to resolve
the dillerences on SAPTA
ahead of the foreign ministers’
meeting.

Earlier last year, the SAARC
countries arrived at a broad

consensus on SAPTA providing °

for 10 por cent tariff conces-
sions to selected imports from
member nations and a com-
mitment that no new non-tarill
barriers would be introduced
for intra- SAARC tradr.lr.

Premadasa
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forward to a very interesting
meeting because we have lined
up very important programmes
for SAARC. |

"The programmes, that we
have lined up are very benefi-
cial for the people of the re-
gion,” he said.

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman received
President Premadasa at the
airport. |

Shri Lankan Foreign Minis-

' ter Harold Herat, Bangladesh

Foreign Secretary Reaz Rah-
man, Shri Lankan Foreign Sec-
retary Bernard K Tilakratne
and Shri Lankan High
Commissioner in Dhaka Dr A N

' Haniffa were also present at

the airport.

Asked what shape he ex-
pected SAARC to take with the
launching of the new cycle of
the summits President Pre-
madasa said "we had been
subject nations for long peri-
ods and the peoplé are expect-
ing a great deal from our coop-
eration.”

"So we are looking forward
to discussing the implementa-
lion of the programmes,” the
SAARC Chairman said.

"We will be discussing the
programmes we have lined
up,” he said, adding, "already
our foreign ministers and for-
eign secretaries have dis-
cussed the programmes in de-
tail.”

"We are py" was his
reply when asked how did he
fecl that the summit was ulti-
mately taking place after two
postponements.,

"It is our pleasure to be
with you again,” said the Shri
Lankan leader.

Four leaders
From Page | Cmqm

from Bangkok Saturday morn-
ing, an hour ahead of the inau-
guration of the summit, the
Foreign Office official said.

Foreign Ministers of the six
countries, who are ex-officio
members of the SAARC Council
of Ministers, are now in the
capftal.

The SAARC Council of
Ministers held a meeting yes-
terday and are again scheduled
to meet today to give the final

touch to the summit agenda

and endorse the Dhaka
Declaration.
-3SS adds: Three of the

leaders will be accompanied by
their wives while one with his
daughter and a aughter,

The Maldives President
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom will
be accompanied by his wile
Madam Nasrina Gayoom.

Begum Nawaz Sharil will
accompany Prime Minister of
Pakistan Mian Nawaz Sharif.

Indian Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao will be accom-
panied by his daughter, Vani
Devi, and an infant grand
daughter.

Nepalese Prime Minister
Girija Prasad Koirala will be
accompanied by his wife
Madam Sujata Koirala.

Shri Lankan President
Ranasinghe Premadasa and
Bhutan's King Jigme Singhe
Wangchuk will not be accom-
panted by their spouses.

PM : Science
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change views, would
tribute in development

Con-

of

| chemistry in the country.

| Jamiruddin Sircar,
| of the Society

|

The Prime Minister assured
allout cooperation of her gov-
ernment to the society in all
its constructive activities.

The inaugural function ol
the conference was also ad-
dressed by Education Minister
President
Prof Mesbah-
uddin Al med, BCIC Chairman
Wasek Ali Azad and society
secretary Fazlul Huq.

During the two-day conlfer-
ence which is being attended
by chemists from all over the
country will have technical
session besides the society's
annual general mecting.

Bid to push
in 20 more

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Apr 8:
Bangladesh Rifles fotled an

| other attempt ol pushing 20

Bangla-speaking Indian Mus
lims into Bangladesh through
Azmatpur border of Shibgan|
thana in the district Thuraday,
reports UNB.

BDR sources said Indian se-
curity forces (BSF) at Shashani
border of Maldah district ol
India tried to push the people

into Bangladesh.
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UN decides to continue
sanctions on Libya

UNITED NATIONS, Apr 8: The Security Council decided

today to continue the sanctions it i

mposed on Libya a year ago

for failing to hand over for trial two men accused of blowi
up a Pan Am Airliner over Scotland in 1988. The U

States, in a se

parate statement said it would consider moves

to add in oil embargo if this proved necessary to obtain Libyan

compliance, reports Reuter.

Rabbani-Hekmatyar talks fail
PULI-I-CHARKHI (Afghanistan), Apr 8: Afghan President

Burhanuddin Rabbani and Prime Minister-designate Gul-
buddin Hekmatyar failed in talks today to break a month-long

deadlock over key cabinet

posts. The two left the four hours

of face-to-face discussions with grim faces, testimony to their

many

differences, most important among which is the
defence portfolio, reports AFP.

3000-man security cell
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activities all over the South
Asian region, they said.

"Maximum security has
been ensured,” Foreigh Sec-
retary Reaz Rahman said while
briefing newsmen earlier in
the week at the Foreign Office.
"Bangladesh will ensure that
no guest is embarrassed.”

"Bangladesh's responsibili-
tics to security is absolute,” he
said while noting that security
teams from the respective
countries would accompany
the leaders.

A 3000-man strong cell has
been formed which would
handle the overall security ar-
rangements on the occasion,
sources said.

Additional Inspector Gene-
ral of the Special Branch Azizul
Huq heads the cell, composed
of members from the Bang-
ladesh Army, Navy, Air Force,
BDR, Police, Directorate Gene-
ral of Forces Intelligence
(DGFI), National Security Inte-
lligence (NGI), Special Secu-
rity Forces (SSF), and Special
Branch.

The personal securitymen
accompanying the summiteers
would coordinate with their
local counterparts, the sources
said.

All sorts of processions,
gatherings and demonstrations
have also been prohibited in
the capital during the period.

People have been advised to
avoid using the roads leading
to Hotel Sheraton from Kakrail
Mosque crossing, Baily Road
crossing, and Minto Road
crossing, from Thursday until

Traffic movement from
Hotel Sheraton towards Hare
Road has been stopped to the
public.

Movement of heavy vehicles
on the Mymensingh Road from
Shahbagh crossing to the third
gate of the cantonment has
been' restricted on Saturday
and Sunday.

A motorcade rehearsal also
took place Thursday morning
in Dhaka causing traffic jams at
several places of the capital.

Zia International Airport
(ZIA), International Conflere-
nce Centre in the Prime
Minister's office premises,
Hotel Sheraton, Bangabhaban,
Osmani Memorial Auditorium,
Meghna BIWTC Ghat and
Sonargaon Hotel have been
marked security zones.

Movement of people has
been restricted in these areas
while none without proper se-
curity pass would be allowed to
enter them.

The Special Branch has is-
sued more than 7000 securily
.passes specifying areas in
which the owners should be
allowed.

Programmes
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the ICC premises.

The six leaders will leave
ICC and will be seen ofl by
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia at 12:45
pm.
At 1:33 pm the Summil
lcaders will arrive at the
Airforce Base Bashar from
where they will be flown on a
helicopter to Meghna Ghat for
a cruise on the historic river
vessel 'P S Ostrich’. They will
have their lunch on board.

After more than three hours
of river cruise the leaders will
leave Meghna Ghat on an air-
force chopper.

In case of bad weather al-
ternative arrangements will be
made in the cily, Foreign
Secretary Reaz Rahman earlier
said at a press conference.

The leaders will attend a
banquet hosted by Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia al
Hotel Sonargaon.

The second day's (Sunday)
programmes are as follows:

The morning hours has
been set aside for bilateral
talks between the SAARC lead-
crs.

The leaders will be at the
Bangabhaban at 12:24 pm o
meet President Abdur Rahman
Biswas and will attend a lunch
hosted by the Bangladesh
President.

Cultural show at the
Bangabhaban in honour of the
Summit leaders at 1:45 pm.

Concluding session of the
Summit from 5:00 pm to 6:15
pm on Sunday at the ICC.

Prime’ inister Begum
Khaleda Zia, as the new chair-
person of SAARC, will address
a press conference at Hotel
Sonargaon at 9:00 pm.

With one day remaining in
the countdown to the SAARC
summit, a tough security blan-
ket has been thrown on Hotel
Sheraton, where the leaders
from India, Pakistan, Shri
Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan and the
Maldives will be staying.

Seven floors, including one
for Bangladesh, readied for the
summit guests, swarmed with
trained commandos and plain-
clothes security personnel.

Temporary camps have
been installed at all the impor-
tarit places of the SAARC
summit while all the highways
to the capital have been put
under surveillance. All police
stations in the city have been
put on alert.

Sources said that on en-
trance into Bangladesh, air
force would escort the
summiteers to the ZIA [rom
where they would be led to the
capital in ceremonial motor-
cades.

The public, excluding pas-
sengers with air tickets, would
not be allowed in the airport.

. Biman will make special ar-
rangements to ferry passen-
gers arriving ;

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
have advised the vehicle own-
ers to carry necessary docu-
ments while moving in the

The advice goes for modes
of wvehicles including rick-
shaws, DMP officials said.

$2.33m for
_edn project

h will receive Tk
89.94 million t to US
dollar 2.33 million from the

United Nations Development

Programme (UNDP) for the re-
form of Higher Secondary
Education, reports BSS.

Businessman
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might, have links with the
murder, said a police press re-
lease quoting the family mem-
bers.
A witness to the murder — a

gatekeeper of the house —

. Hossain said that when Zahir

entered the house by his car at
around B:15 am from Ananta
PmFm Llln.l'ttl.'l. HW:
two young men told him that

they had an i rtant letter
with them [or A
"I first requested the men

not to enter the house and
asked them to hand over the
letter to me ... but they lorcibly
entered the house,” said the
gatekeepcr.

When Zahir got down from
the car the men handed over
an envelop to him, he opened
the envelop to find a blank pa-
per in it. At this stage one of
the young men approached
him and shot at the right side
of his chest from a short range.
Immediately Zahir tried to run
for safety, but they again shot
at his head from behind, said
Hossain

However, Zahir was imme-
diately rushed to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) But attending docters
declared him dead, reports
our DMCH Correspondent.

Meanwhile, a murder case
ged with Dhanmondi

Police last night. Tonmoy was
taken to the Detective Branch
Office at Minto Road for ques-
tioning, said ;

Zahir left behind wile,
Kamrunnahar Jhorna, Vice
Principal of Dhaka Mahila

student of O-
student of class four of Green

nsible.
m"l"‘!'lcy also expressed their
profound sympathy to the be-



