In a context in which the
fundamemial struggle Tor both
men and women is al the basic
needs level — for food, shelter
and education — any attempl
o cmancipatc women must
address the tssue of poverty. It
is necessary for Third Werld
women to articulate their
struggic at the basic nceds
level. It is cloar that the subor-
dination of women cmerges
oul of a diakctieal relationship
between culture, ceonomy and
politics. Docause ol this fun-
damenta! reality, wv cannol
separate feminism from devel-
opment, Thus not only must
we make femintsm more de-
velopment orfented. 1L is criti-
val lo render development
more fominist.

What we nocd s nol just
the addition of women — the
add women and stir approach
— hut the cmpowerment ol
wrnmtl. This is one of the
nwst important concepts that
Western feminist theory has to

. give us. The idea ol empower-
menl is important not just to
women but te the development
procvess {tscll. For a movement
to free women is not just about
women is a Third World con-
text. As we have mentioned
before challenging women's

L situation implies chal-
lenging longr-established ideas
about the varfous divisfons in
socicly as well as male-female
relations. In other words, fem-
inism cannol be simply about
women, il has to be aboul soci-
ely as whole. | would like to
siress once more thatl lo artic-
ulate a feminist movement in
Third World countries, it must
be rooted in the material con-
ditions of living. Bul instead of
sporadic activily from decen-
tralised sources, we neod con-

corted, large-scale institution-
alistd sources, we nced con-

ceried large-scale  institution-
alised change. We need coor-
dination and be-
tween the government, NGO's

and activist groups, It is im-_
portant to h-nm'l:hm

raising -nmw"mrl, lnlk'!r
makers and as well as
empowering the mass of the
rural poor women who make
up hall our population.

Unlike the developed
world, Third World countries
tend to be for various reasons,
less democratic. Only a few
pcople, mostly men and a
small number of often non-
[eminist women usually decide
how the citizens of thesc

tional male dominated plan-
ning mechanism kceps women
out of the decision making
process.

Another point that musi be
cm is that most Third
World couniries depend to
greal extent on interpational

» finance in order -to realize
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usually have liitle in commeon
with the goals of leminism.
Their view of problems of de-
velopment rarcly consider the
different position and nceds

ol wonwn. Uuu:nllir the F::'*ﬂ:
0

on womon has

e —_—

their development plans. Most
development projects have to
be approved by such interna-
tional agencies as the World
Bank, the IMF and the ADB.
These institutions generally
have a large male bias,
Although they walk about im-
proving the plight of poverty
stricken women, their agenda

women's roles as mothers,
rather than as individuals in
socicly. As a result, the pro-
jects which are designated end
up reinforcing rather than re-
moving patriarchy. For in-
stanee, most foreign aid ear-
marked for ‘women” is chan-
nelled into family planning.
The aim is simply to find a

couniries will live. The tradi-

Tis difficult but not
I impossible to identify
the indigenous practitio-
ners of abortion in rural areas
of Bangladesh. The existing
female health net-work per-
sonnel, if tapped properly, can
be a good source of
information in identifying the
induced abortion practitioners.
This is especially true if these

nnel are local residents
of the concerned village
themselves. Once the existing
health personnel understand
the purpose and are
convinced of the importance of
the issue of the indigenous
abortion and the related
health hazards to women, they
can not only help in ]omﬂn%
the potential practitioners o
abortion in the area, but can be
a rich source of confidence
bufider among them if they are
confident of the legality of the
issues involved. -

Rasheda Begum, 55, is one
such practitioner in Dechata, a
remote village of Tangail. This
is about 45 kilometres north
of the capital city, Dhaka. The
village that Rasheda Begum
comes [rom is a Hindu-domi-
naled one. According to her
gcrccpuun her village is very

When asked about the ap-
proximate size, she said, "it
mld be half a mile long.”

The first abortion help that
Rasheda Begum provided was
for her close relative, Zakia
who lived in the same com-
pound as hers. She was a
school girl, about 13, and be-
came pregnant by her close
family friend. When Rasheda
Begum was approached by the
mother of the girl, she took it
as the viclation of ’ijjat’
(honour of the family]) in her
own 'bongsho’ (li ). Since
it occurred in her own family,
she took it as a prestige issue
for herself because, according
to her own perception, she
was a renowned woman on
whom at least the ple of
the bongsho could ﬁ.lgorety.

Rasheda Begum herself
went to the girl's house to help
insert the medicine. First, she
examined the girl and then
she hersell inserted the ‘Guia
babla' root and helped the girl
to wear a piece of cloth In
order to prevent the root

from coming out. It was then
dusk time. In an hour, the wa-
ter started runniug out and
continued till midnight, Shc
stayed near the girl. It took
three days for this girl to abort
completely. She stayed near at
hand with the girl for all these
days. As they were relatives,
nn{nd}r showed any special
curiosity or much doubt about
her staying at the girl's house.
The girl was completely re-

lieved in three days. Her fa-

ther paid her 300 taka (US

, 87, approximately) for the job.

This happened eight

The first abortion help
that Rasheda Begum
provided was for her close
relative, Zakia who lived
in the same compound as
hers. She was a school
girl, about 13, and became
pregnant by her close
family friend. When
Rasheda Begum was
approached by the mother
 of the girl, she took it as
the violation of '{jjat’
(honour of the family) in
her own "bongsho’
(lineage). Since it
occurred in her oun
family, she took it as a
prestige issue for herself
because, according to her
own perception, she was a
renowned woman on
whom at least the people
ofﬁebmﬂmﬂdﬁﬂy
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years ago., The girl is happily
married now and according to
her, “she has no problem in

having children in successive

years."

In s of her method
of inducing abortion, she re-
lated that she used to practice

with the rpot of a creeper

A Hush Hush Issue!

By Rahat Fahmida

plant called ‘'‘Guia babla.’
Usually, about 2-3 inches of

rcer, she helped ..‘:g
uppm:rlm:t:ly one tl'nu
cases but in none of these

....
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cases was lher: any real
complications. She confessed

that

Lot she

of these clients ex-
excessive bleeding
could not remember
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PARADIGM FOR DEVELOPMENT

simple solution to population
growih. nol te Iimprove
wWOITK'n & slatus.

Any sustainable develop-
ment must include pro-
grammes which will have an
influence both at the grass
roots and higher levels. For
this, institutional and organi-

. sational changes will be neces

sary. Women need to acquire
the ability to change the cur-
rent development strategies
which create conditions that
breed gender inequality.

It 8 clear that the subordt-
nation of women emerges out

" ol a dialectical relationship be-

iween culture, economy, and
politics. Because of this fun-
damental reality we cannot
separate feminism from devel-
opment or vice versa. Thus ft
is critical to render develop-
ment more feminist.

One of the main strategies
rclated to this ‘alternative’
paradigm of development is

the conscientisatjon and em-
pmw:rml.*nl 0 women.

Through consclousncss raising
and cducational programmes,
women must be made aware of
the kinds of discrimination
they are subjected to as well as
their potential ability to
change their condition. As
suggested by Devaki Jain, this
paradigm “would link the
women's movement with the
development process, Thus, as
class consciousness is consid -
cred to be a necessary condi-
tion of class struggle, Feminist
consciousness would be a nec-
essary condition for female
cmancipation. And the buflding
of this consciousness has to be
part of the development pro-
Cess,

Women must be mobilised
by familiartsing them with an
indigenous feminist philosophy
and ideology as well as by the
creation of educational and
employment opportunities.
Although it must be stressed
that em rment on an in-
dividual 1 is not enough..

It is also important to note
that the s and methods of
empowerment will differ de-
pending on the group ol
women with whom we are
dealing. Empowerment meth-
ods for a particular group must
be conducive to resolving crit-
ical issues relating to that
group. For example, as sug-
gested by Devaki Jain, the crit-

fcal issucs relating to the
rest strata of wo might
 an immediatle nﬁrtn ﬁh

tritton or minimum fair wage
vle. In another class, the
priority issue may be the right
to file for divorce, while for
the very alffluent equal
opportunitics at high level jobs
may be al issue.

An extension of empower
ment stralegy is to place
highly committed feminists in
high bureaucratic and parlia-
mentary positions. These
women should be able to influ-
encc the state machinery at
the policy and administrative
level. Since one of the most
important ways to empower
and conscientise women Is
through education, we should
push for more feminists in the
position of teachers, adminis-
trators and professionals. This
will help to modify the current
educational curricula which re-
inforces ideas about patriarchy
and male domination.

At this point, we can go
back and evaluate the useful-
ness of the feminist theories
cdescribed at the beginning of
the paper. First, i we want de-
velopment oriented feminism,
we cannot support the scpa-
ratism advocated by the
Radical Feminists. An exami-
nation of the other theorics
shows that they all have partial
answers. The legal reforms
supported by the Liberal
Feminists are necessary but
not enough. To Lalk only of
class struggle, as the Marxist
Feminists do, is to be in dan
ger of forgetting about the
gender issue. The most ac-
ceptable - are the Social
Feminists, who bclicve that
both economy and culturc are
important in dclermining
women's conditions. Thus, if
we want to bufld up our kind of
feminism, we can usc parts of
Western feminist theory. in-
stead ol completely r::{u?nng it
or accepling the whole pack-

in conclusfon | would like
to join Kamala [Bhasin and
Nighat Said Khan who say “we
find feminism to be not only
necessary for our socicly but
also very exciting for all thosc
who are participating in the
process ol defining, articulat-
ing. shaping and living with iL.
We believe it has the potential
to prove us with a direction
which other 'Isms’' have [ailed
to provide: most of them ig-
nored or did not actively in-
volve one hall of Humanity.”

Our task has just began and we |

have a long way to go.

(This is the concluding part of a two part article)

/

the dctails of any incidence or
the relevant data about the
client. But she admiited later
that complications arose in
many cases. As a result of her
ﬂrnctta!ng experience, she

nows that is usually the case
for clients with longer dura-
tion of their p cies who
usually become prey to high
fever and excessive abdominal

pains.

Rasheda Begum admitted,
she refrains from performing
abortion, as it s a common be
lief — ‘to kill a life is a great

sin.” Even then she has (o dﬁ
some, thinking, for the
Muslims' [now believed

ﬂmnnglttreopk- of all religion
in that village, as in most vil-

lages), God's desire is to save
one’s ijja
ily). Thus, ifronically enough
shc on
issue of ‘jjat’ is the predomi-
nant concern.

In the health and family
planning sector of the country,
a vacuum seems to exist re-
garding nationwide statistics
on induced abortion. There is,
as yet, no
number of p
ending up in the induced
abortion or the induced abor-
tion seekers in the country,
especially from the villages.

Although medical sources ac-
knowledge that innumerable
WO seek quack’s help, be-

cause of the legal status of the |

issue of induced abortion and
lack of facilities in rural areas,
its true nature and magnitude
are not known. Contrary to
popular notion that rural
women do not favour popula-

tion control, abortion is quite

common among rural females
and very often this is the only

form of lanning prac-
tice readily available to women
in the s. The issue of in-

duced abortion so little under-.

stood in the past is only very
recently being taken into ac-
count as a problem of social,
health and demographic signif-
icance meriting special atten-
tion.

As most sociologists say, the

p remains and will remain
until and unless the realities
faced by the poor village
women are highlighted and
looked into. Here 1is the
biggest gap that the interna-
tional seminars/workshops
held in the capital, Dhaka fail
to associate the perspective of
the social researchers in the
country on abortion i{ssues, no
matter how much the other
side were covered.

How long would women
have to stand the policy trap
which do not consider
women's own rights as indi-
viduals? If many other Muslim
countries have legalised abor-
tion, why is B:nghd:lh lagging

behind In ensuring women's

right?

helps wherever the

t' (honour of the fam- |

Diary of

The children are all back in
school after a two weeks holi-
day much to the relief of
working mothers. But all
mothers are not so amused at
the prospect. 1| am talking
about working mothers wheo
are teachers to these children.
One major complain they have
after a ho is that children
forget everything they h-l"l"t
learnt and it is mlz.:
job bringing them k into
line. | always thought that this
Was a gross thon. Just
two days before school re-
opened | asked my daughter to
bring her pencil and exercise
book to write her a b ¢'s which
she is such an expert at. Lo
and behold, the us daugh-
ter of mine had tten most
of her alphabet and instead
was drawing fMowers and huts!
My sympathies to the teachers,
Not only do they have to re-
educate our children, they
have to do the same for their
kids who must have forgotten
their lessons too. Bringing up
children is a tough job tsn't #?

Talking about bringing up

kids, | was appalled to hear
from a [rlend who swears that
she will not have them because
they are too much trouble. Wheo
said that | asked. "You did” was
the prompt answer. | listened
in shock that some women are
being put off having children

a Working Mother

By Shaheen Anam

because of what | write. She of

course said this a said was of
course In a light vein and is

not to be taken serfvusly. But
there is no denying that bring-
ing up children and pursuing a
challenging career is not an
easy job in our society, for that
matter in any society.

There is a tremendous lack
of sensitivity towards mrhln?
mothers which cuts across cul-
tures and countries. Women
have made a lot of headway In
terms of equal job opportuni-
ties and equal pay. Somewhere
along the line the special
needs of the working mothers
have not been n the con
sideration it deserved. The
support working mothers get
from the extended family is all
very well and is much appre-
ciated. With the erosion of the

'ﬁde& system, which
Lo hupptn with indus

trialization our socicty will
have lo think of other systems
which will help and support
working mothers. Already iIn
many families we see that they
cither have to take the painful
deciston of leaving their chil-
dren with the ayah whom she
hardly knows or take drastic
measures such as putting a
young child in a hostel. A re-
cent play on television under-
scored the problems faced by a

voung working mother who
Lries all kinds of oplions with-
ou! success and ultimately had
o admit her 6-ycar old In a
boarding school. Another im-
portant point to remember is
the changing roke of women in
our society which has been go-
ing on for fhe past two
decades. It Is now not uncom-
mon lo see our mothers or
mother-in-laws as profeasion-
als who do not have the time
to look after our children. Over
time this problcm will grow as
our generation of women be-
come grandmothcrs. They will
still be young cnough to be
working and will certainly not
savour the idea of being tied
down to the house all over
again just because thetr daugh-
ters or daughter-in-laws wani
1O pUrsuc a Career.

I'hat women are a produc-
tive force is no longer debatcd.
Both the government and the
private sector are trying to in-
tegrate more and more women
into the labour force.
Integration of women in devel-
opment both as participants
and as beneficiaries is the
popular theme of today. What
is now needed is more sensi-
tivity to the special needs of
working women. This is an in-
leresting fssue and can be fur-
ther discussed, perhaps next
week.

T is very diflicult to pay
I tribute to a woman of
whom the world knows
very little, without ushering in
the emotional rhetoric.

| grew up in a predomi-
nantly Western environment
where too many things beyond
my comprechension and con-
trol were always happening. As
a result conflicts IP:n arose
from within my traditional
Eastern upbringing. As 1
passed through the crooked
alleyways of life, | would stum-
ble upon brokenn homes, un-
wanted pregnancics, single-
parenti familics and the agonies
it caused my peers, AIDS, al-
coholism, drug abuse and the
level of violence on the streets,
To help me put

picees of life together 1 would

»

turn lo the moral, ethical and
social valucs that held my par-
ents and their parents before
them not only wholesome byt
also happy. At times | have
found my sanctuary, cama-
raderie and comradeship iIn
the unadultcrated memorics of
my childhood which are care-
fully and intricately interwoven
wilh my maternal grand-
mother.

The earliest trip down the
memory lanc takes me back to
a winter morning. As we
watched the sun rays melit the
bottle of coconut oil, grandma
would comb my hair. She
would pick up the bottle, put
the warm oil on my hair,
combing it again before plait-
ing it and sccuring them with
brightly . colored ribbons, in-
variably red. Waiting for her to
finish and in between the tug-
ging of the ribbons, | wou
practice my tables on the gold
3angles which adorned her
forcarms, 2x2=4, 2x3= 6.... and
s0 on. The Bangles would re-
flect the rays and distracied
by the dazzle | would look up

some of the
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across to veranda to seec my
litle brother being cradled in
my mother's arms. Mother
would coax him to drink his
boltle of milk which he would
refuse. When all atlempts
[afled, grandma would fill his
little ears with stories of the
Liberation War., Without un-
derstanding tt, my brother
would drink the milk. It must
have been the way grandma
told the stories that made all
the difference in the worldl
When | bcg;no attending el-
ementary school, sometimes
my parents needed to leave us
with grandma who religiously
looked alter us making sure
that my brother drank the
milk and egg concoction and |,
a spoonful of the much
drcaded Sevenseas Cod-liver
oil, When | refused, she would
disguise it with my glass of
milk and sugar. She said it
would give me the extra en-
ergy neceded to survive

through the late night exam
preparations. The exams al-
ways went well.

Grandma would ofien visit
us on weekends. DBcelore
grandfather got the chance to
open her side of the navy-blue
Morris-Minor door, | would

eagerly run down the flight of |

steps to greet her because the
visits were always accompa-
nied by a basket of mangoes in
the summer or oranges in the
winter. To impress her with
my new'y acquiring domestic
talents, 1 would inquire "do
you want a cup of tea, may 1 get
you a glass of sherbet?” She
would just smile and take me

on hér lap and ask about
school. To her I was still too
young for performing the

monumental task of preparing
tea.

“1 longed for school holi-
days. It would take me to
grandmother's house, away
from studies, fairy tales, po-
ems and specially prepared
coconut and jaggery covered
puffed rice balls without being
constanily reminded that it
would spoil my tecth. Eid was
the greatest time of my life.
Sets of new clothes, shoes and
“salam” money. Repcatedly |
bent over grandmother's feet
and she rewarded me over and
over again with a crisp one
taka nots. To a six-year old ten
taka was worth "sat-rajar
dhon”.

Many years later my brother
and | returned [rom Amcrica
to live with grandma f[or two
wonderful years. One fateful
day the postman brought a
telegram to the doorstep —
about a tragic road accident
which eventually killed her son
and his family. | was too young
to understand but in due time
1 learnt of the world's heaviest
burden — the death of a child.
Accidentally | had discovered
uncle's last letter lo my
grandma. He wished to eal
fried Hilsha on the day of his
homecoming. He returned
home but to be laid to rest for-
ever and grandma ncver
touched the fish for the re-
maining years of her life.

I remember grandma sil
ting in a chair staring oul al
the “"Bokul” ttee on the road
across the balcony. Aller cars
of pestering she eventually told

——

me that the tree was the only
witness (o all the events of her
lfe, hapoy or otherwise. [t was
under this tree that she bid
her beloved son [arewel]l for
the last {me.

Through the successive
years | began growing more
cynical as | watched my great-
est idols fall from grace. |
watched politics adulteraic re-
ligion, in the name of God
helpless. women and children
butchered, compassion raped
and the very fabric of socicty
burnt. Sccking shelter and
guidance | turncd 1o God with
cvery brealth and spirit of my
soul. | could not find the an-
swers that I was looking . for,
Grandma sat and explained
one by one the storics of her
life. She told me thal she was
only sixtecn yecars old and
pregnant with her first child
when her father passed away.
ller in-laws fearing for her and
the baby's health never in-
formed her until three months
later. She had to wait until
grandfather's arrival from
Calcutta to visit her family.
With cach unlolding of her life,
grandma transecnded into the
symbol of Bengali womanhood
for me. She was not alone, her
plight was sharcd by many
many more across the country.
The only differenge was that
she lcarnt her lessons ol real-
ity well and tried to prepare
het children for the future.

At seventy-five years of age,
she stood witness to the fall of
British rule, birth of two na-
tions and sons and daughters
sacrificed in the name of lib-
erty. But she stood firm, never
giving up and always anticipat-
ing a belter lomorrow.
Although | am still to find all
the answers, she has taught
me to be more at peace with
myself.

I think grandma knew that
she was dying. She would often
narrate storics of her youth,
sub-consciously making sure
that with her departure my
ties to the past were not sev-
ered.

With her death | have be-
come very lonely, 1 have be-
come a travcler without a
compass on some desolate ter-
rain, a losl ship on a stormy "
night. | wonder what happens
to people when they die. If
grandma were here | could
have turned to her like 1 did in
the past. 1 could have asked
her if she could smell the
sweal and the pungent air. Can
she sce the trains pull up on*
the high platforms? Does she
see the desperate pcople at-
tempting to catch the train as
soon as it tomes? Does she
want to tell them to slow down
so that they do not hurt them-
selves? Is she (rightened by
the ocean of pecople as [ar as
the eyes can sce?

“Across these miles | wish
you well, may nothing haunt
your heart but sleep. May you
not sense what | don't tell. May
you not dream, or doubt, eor
weep. May what my pen this
pecaceless day write on this
page not reach your view, Lili
its deferred prints lets you say,
it spcaks to someone else than

you

May you never know dark-
ness to be a good acquaintance
or a very mean [riend. May you
always rest in peace Grandma
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