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Saudi precaution to avert
bloodshed during Hajj

ABU DHABI, Apr 7: Saudi
Arabia, seeking to avert a
repetition of the bloodshed in
Makkah six years ago. has
warned Muslim pilgrims to
steer clear of politics when
they converge on the holy city
in May, reports AFP.

The warning came in a let-
ter outlining instructions on
the annual Muslim piigrimage,
or Hajj, which will take place
in the last week of May.

The letter has been dis-
tributed by Saudi embassies to
Islamic ministries in more
than 40 Muslim countries, ac-
cording to embassy officials in
the United Arab Emirates.

The letter asked Haff organ-
isers to issue plastic cards
bearing the name, nationality
and address of each piigrim, to
be tied to their hands.

"Pflgrims are requested not
to bring any books, leaflets or

any other banned things no

matter what their kind or pur-
pose are,” the letter said. ”
Authorities will turn away any-
one who violates these in-
structions.”

More than one million
Muslims converge on Makkah
in western Saudi Arabia every
year to perform the four-day
Hajj rituals at the birthplace of
the Prophet Mohammad (SM).

But in 1987, more than 400
pilgrims, mostly Iranians, were
killed in clashes with Saudi
security forces in Makkah after
a demonstration against the
United States.

The violence prompted
Saudi authorities to tighten se-
curity and impose pilgrimage
quotas, a move that drew sharp
criticism from Iran, which
called for Islam's holiest site to
be placed under international
authority.
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Bush to Kuwait Tuesday: «.-

wait said on Tuesday that former US President George Bush
will visit the emirate that he helped liberate from Iraqi
occupation in 1991, reports Reuter from Kuwait.

Kuwaiti Minister for Cabinet Affairs Abdulaziz Al-Dakhil
said Bush will arrtve in Kuwait next Tuesday for a three-day
visit.

“The Kuwaiti people are looking forward to show their

al feelings and appreciation to Bush,” he said.

Bush enjoys wide popularity in Kuwait for leading efforts to
end Iraq's seven-month occupation in 1991. Kuwaft
University will award Bush honourary degree.

US-Kuwait exercise from Apr 15:

US and Kuwaiti forces will hold joint military exercises from
April 15 to May 14, the Pentagon said Tuesday, AFP reports
from Washington.

Some 1,600 US troops will take in the exercises,
named "Intrinsic Action 93-2," which will be held under a
defence agreement signed after the 1981 Gulf War, a
Pentagon spokesman said.

The last "Intrinsic Action” exercises were held in October
and December.

Meanwhile Tu . Defence Minister Sheikh Al Sabah
Al-Salem al-Sabah told reporters that Kuwait signed a 200-
million -dollar accord with the United States to buy patriot
anti-méssile misstles.

Hotel fire kills 11 in China: sicven

pcople were killed and three others injured in a fire which
engulfed a restaurant in southern China, a newspaper said in
Hong Kong yesterday, reports AFP from Hong Kong.

The fire killed 11 people, seven men and four women, and
injured three others early Tuesday in a restaurant in Huizhou,
some BO kilometres (50 miles) northeast of Hong Kong, the
Ta Kung Pao daily said.

The victims were all emp at the restaurant.

The cause of the fire which took more than 30 minutes to
put out was not known.

Eloods claim 30 in Ecuador: a s

le have died and 70 are still missing as a result of
floods and mudslides in Southern Ecuador last weck, civil
defence officials told reporters on Tuesday, reports Reuter
from Quito.

in addition, the flood waters continue to threaten an
earthen dike that is preventing the currents from reaching
the nation's principal hyd dam. If it breaks it would
wipe out 1,300 hectares (3,200 acres) of sugar cane, [lower
and corn crops.

However, the mment ruled out any threat to the hy-
dropower complex, which provides 76 per cent of the na-
tion's electricity. US and Eu an engineers have been
brought in to analyse the danger to the dike.

Two Chinese cops ailed: wo chincse
policcmen and two security officers have been jalled for the
torture death of a robbery suspect in southwestern Sichuan
province, an official newspaper said, AFP reports from
Betjing.

The Jianglin Municipal People's Court sentenced the four
on March 15 to prison terms of one to three years, according
to the April 1 edition of Sichuan legal news received in
Betjing yosterday

The robbery suspect, an 18-year-old named Tao, was
caught with an accomplice on December 18, 1991 hiding in a
governnient buiflding with a knife, serewdriver and handcufls,
apparently waiting for victims of rob.

Over 14000 Iraqi army
deserters surrender

BAGHDAD, Apr 7: More
than 14,000 Iragi army de-
serters, hiding out in the
country's southeastern mar-
shes have surrendered 1o
suthorities, the official dafly Al-
Jumhuriya said Tuesday, re-

ports AFP

The paper said the men
"gave themselves up voluntarily
to branches of the ruling Baath
Party as well as to local party
officials in the southern
provinces to benefit from an
amnesty by President Saddam
Hussein. "

The paper gave no details
on the amnesty, saying only
that 8,000 deserters had sur-
rendered tn Basra and more
than 6,000 in Misan.

"Deserters conlinue Lo sur-
render in the ncighbouring

province of Zi Qar,” the paper
said, but gave no Agures.

The ruling Revolutionary
Comman«d Council, the coun-
try's highest authority, in

tember fssued an amnesty
rn for army deserters hid.
ing out in the provinces ol
Basra, Missan and Zi Qar.

The nces lie south of
the 32nd parallel, where the
United States, Britain and
France have imposed a no-fly
zone to protect the local Shitte

zpu lation from Baghdad's

Most of the deserters had
fled during the eight-year iran-
lraq War which ended in 1988
or during the Shiite and
Kurdish revolts in the south
and north, respectively, in
March 199!, following the end
of the Gulf War.

ISLAMABAD, Apr 7: The
provincial government of
Pakistan's Northwest Frontier
Province (NWFP) has banned
the entry of foreigners to tribal
arcas along the Pakistan-
Afghanistan border, reports
Xinhua.

The ban was imposed fol-
lowing an outcry about the
presence of fanatic Muslims on
Pakistani territory by certain
Arab leaders including
Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak who traces violence
in his country back to Afghan
war veterans of Arab origin.

The NWFP notified Tuesd
that no fo rs would be al-
lowed to enter the federally
administered tribal area (Fata)
or any other restricted area in
the province without obtaining
permission from the Home

International
Pak move to clear name from li_g,t oi‘: terrorism:__l

Department, according to an
official press release.

It said foreigners holding
valid immigration documecnis
and visa also need permission
to visit Fata and other re-
stricted arcas in NWFP.

The political agents and
other law-enforcing agencics
have been instructed to arrest
lnlL forcigner violating the
rules and proceed against him
or her under the law.

According to government
statistics, about 2,800 out of
more than 6,170 Arabs who
came to Pakistan between
1987-93 to take part in the
Afghan Mujahideen's war have
not returned to their coun-
Lries.
These Arabs mostly belong
to varfous Middle East coun-
trics.

NWEFP bans foreigners' ;ntry

On Tuesday, police in
Peshawar, NWFP provincial
capital, began a major opera-
tion against Arabs residing in
the city and madc a number of
arrests, reports {rorn Peshawar
said today.

Reuter reports from Pes-
hawar Pakistan arrested 14
Arabs in the North West
Frontier city of Peshawar on
Tuesday as part of a sweep
against suspected guerrillas,
Arab sources and police said.

Islamabad seeks to clear its
name after the United States
in January added Pakistan to a
watch list of countries al-
legedly sponsoring “terro-
rism.”

Police arrested 14 Arabs,
including one Palestinian, in a
suburb of Peshawar on the road
to the Khyber Pass that in turn

leads to Afghanistan, the Arab
sources said. The nationalities
of the other Arabs were not
known.

Nine suspected Libyan
gucrrillas, most of them heav-
ily armed, have already been
detained in Peshawar, police

The frontier province Home
(interior) Department issued
orders for the arrest of any
foreigners found in the tribal
arcas, which do not come di-
rectly under Pakistani juris-
diction.

Political agents who super-
vise the border zones were
ordered to arrest foreigners
travelling in these tribal sanc-
tuaries along Pakistan's porous
border with Af] tan.

Interior Minister Shujhat
Hussain said last week the

WASHINGTON,
Visiting
llosni Mubarak said here yes-
terday all Arab parties "want to
reach peace as quickly as pos-
sible”, reports Xinhua.

He made the remarks at a

Apr T7:

joint news conference follow-

ing his first talks with US
President Bill Clinton at the
White House.

"Pecace will help every
leader to raise the standard of
living of the people in the
area,” he said. e Syrian

on the 20th of April... and |
hope we are going to work
closely on that to an end to
problem by the of this year
if it is possible, Mubarak
added.

Before his visit to the
United States, Mubarak met
with Syrian Prestdent llafez
Assad and PLO Chairman
Yasser Arafat in Cairo, and said
he would be willing also to
meet with Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin.

. Calling his talks with
Clinton 'positive and produe-
tive,’” Mubarak said he and
Clinton believed Egypt and. the
United States had a crucial
role to play in order lo allow

Egyptian President .

.

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak (R) says goodbye to US President Bill Clinton (L) after
White House.

ey
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the two embraced on Tuesday following their meeting at the

the peace negotiations to
reach a successful conclusion.
"Together we can make the
ends meet and bridge existing
gaps.” he said. "Equally impor-
tant is the task of removing
the remaining obstacles, espe-
cially that of the deportees.”
Clinton praised Rabin, at
the new conference, for his
moves to facilitate the peace

talks. which have been inter-
rupted by lIsracl's deportation
of more than 400 Palestinians

from the occupied territories

to Lebanon last December.
"Whether it is enough to get

people back to the table | hope

it ts, Clinton said.
Rabin has agreed to return

100 Palestinians tmmediately
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'Arabs want peace as soon as possible’
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and other 300 at the end of
the ycar.

But the Palestinians said
that was not enough to bring
them back to the ncgotiating
table, and they are demanding
immediate rcturn of all depor-
tees, in accordance with the
UN Security Council resolution
799 before recopening the
geace talks. ’ ;

Nepali parliament body to
review pact with India

KATHMANDU, Apr 7: Nepal
has decided to set up a special
commitiee of the two houses
of Parliament to evaluate the
Tanakpur accord signed with
India in 1991 after an
adopted by the lower house
yesterday, reports Xinhua.

Basu Risal, leader of the
ruling Nepali Congress at the
upper house, was clected
Chairman of the 15-member
special committee after long-
time debating at the lower
house scssion.

Of the 15 seats at the
committee except for the
chairmanship, 7 will be occu-
pied by the ruling Nepali

Congress and the other 7 seats
will be divided among the op-°
position parties through con-
sullation.

Prime Minister
Prasad Koirala was accused by
opposition parties of violating
the Constitution in allowing
India to build part of the
Tanakpur barrage on the
Nepalese land.

The special committee will
be functional till the next par-
llamentary scssion in late May
or early July.

The committee is to evalu-
ate the effects of Tanakpur
project and decide whether
the treaty is to be ratified by

the joint session of parliament
or by one of the house of par-
liament.

Meanwhile, AFP adds: Four
factions of the Nepal
Communist Party (NCP) held a
joint demonstration Tuecsday to
commemorate the deaths of
Nepalese citizens killed three
years ago in prodemocracy
protests, witnesses

The demonstrators also
usced the occasion to criticise
the government of Prime
Minister Girija Prasad Koirala
and call for the cancellation of
an accord with India to build a
hydroelectric dam partially on
Nepalvse sofl.

: v
! - : : 1
Blast at Brussels
chemical plant:
100 injured

HRUSSELS, Apr 7: About a
hundred people were taken to
hospital suffering from bre-
athing problems Tuesday, after
an explosion and fire at a
chemical plant in a Northern
Brussels suburb, officials said,
reports AP, :

The blaze, which broke out
near a Viaduct which carries
the Brussels-Antwerp motor-
way, disrupted train services
and road traffic for several
hours, officials said.

Witnesses said flames and
thick black smoke poured up
around the Vilvorde Viaduct,
which sweeps across a 100-
metre (yard) industrial valley,

and reached about a dozen
houses,
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Airport on Tuesday after it skidded of a rain-sickened runway late Monday striking two

homes
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25 injured as
Salvadoran plane

runs off runway

GUATEMALA CITY, Apr T:
Only 25 people were injured
when a Salvadoran Taca
Airlines boeing 767 jct carry
ing 224 passengurs ran off a
rain-slickened runway and
ploughed into ncarby houses,
Guatemalan officials said on
Tuesday, reports Reuter

Nobody was killed in the
accident on Monday night and
just 21 passcngers and four
people on the ground were in-
jured, the Guatcmala City Fire
Department said

" One spark could have
caused a huge catasitrophe,”
sald fireman Wilmer Quin-
tanilla, who helped maké sale
thousands of gallons(litres) of
fet fuel that ran through the
sireets of La Libertad, a poor
neighbourhood at the end of
the runway

“ It was the most frighten-
ing expericnce,  one passen-
ger told Guatemalan television

alterwards

Palestinian shot

dead in
West Bank

JERUSALEM, Apr 7. Unar
med Palestinian was shot and
killed yesterday by Israel
soldiers patrolling in the o«
cupicd West Bank after he ig
nored orders Lo hallt for a
check and ran away, the army
said, reports Xinhua

According tc Palestintan

reports, the victim was a

shepherd tending his goats
outside the town of Qabatiyeh

Kuwait signs $
o S e e o

States to buy Patriot anti-missile missiles,
Defence Mintister Sheikh Ali Sabah Al-Salem

Al-Sabah wld reporters Tuesday. says AFP.
Shetkh Alf, who did not specify the numbers

made to buy US weapons, including 256

involved or when the contract was signed,

said the order was the final step In Kuwail's
current rearmament programme, costi
up 0 two billion dollars, since the end
the Gulf War in February 1981 when a US-
ied coalition ended seven months of Iragl

of the Emirate

b

Late last month, Kuwalt and wesiern sources
said Kuwmit had contracted te buy Patriot

After the end of the Gulf War, the
announced plans to earmark 12 billion dol-
lars over a ten-year
country's defences.
view by the National Assembly.

M1-A2 Abrams thanks,

government

riod to bolster the
plan is under re

But MPs said their approval of the programme

hinged on the depart
and military offictals from the army

ure of certain etvillan

Sheikh All said he rejec

was earmarking

the condition but
that “certain army officials will be retired in
May, according to a set schedule

MHe confirmed that the resignation of army
chief of stafl, General Jaber Al-Khaled Al
sabah. had been submitted in February but
that 1t had not yet been accrpted

The Defence Minister meanwhile said Kuwail

some two billion
revamp military installations destroyed dur-
ing the Iraqf occupation in March 1992, the
US Department of Defence submitied a re
quest to Congress for the sale of weapons to
Kuwalitl, particularly missiles and anti-mis
sile material valued at 2.5 billion dollars.

A Pentagon source had said that Congress

llars to

lars.

ey

4 Arabs held

toF

ata

overnment would decide
within a month whether to ex-
pel Arabs in Pakistan, extradite
them or allow them to remain.
“We warnt these terrorist as
much as the West does”
Hussain said late on Tuesday.
We are not involved in these
things." :
Most of the Arabs came to
Pakistan to fight in the 14-year
Afghan Muslim war
A senior Pakistan minister
is visiting the United States
this week for talks expected to
cover the terrorism issue.
Nisar Ali Khan, Special
Assistant to Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif and Minister for
Petroleum, is the most senfor
Pakistani official to visit the
United States since then-
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
in June, 1989,
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Kim backs
gradual

reunification

PAIIS, Apr 7: South Korea's
new President Kim Young-Sam
said in an interview published
Tuesday that he backs a grad-
ual reunification of the Korean
peninsula, rather than a sud-
den joining together as hap-
pened in Germany, reports
AFP.

"We do not want to follow
the formula chosen by the
Germans to absorb the North,
and we don't want the North
Korean regime to be disman-
tled suddenly as that would
threaten the security of the
whole peninsula.” Kim said in
an interview with the daily Le

Monde,
"We want the reunification

to take place gradually. Under

such conditions, it will not be

to costly,” said Kim, who was

told by German Chancellor

Helmut Kohl in a meeting last

month of the cost of his coun-
y's reunification.

Off the Record

.
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Malaysian time favourite

for latecomers

fans, who are habitually late for

KUALA LUMPUR:

from work to a date, have been slammed by the gov-
ernment for their tardiness, a local newspaper said

Wednesday, reports AFP.

Stop using the excuse that you are

time” when late for

ported Chief Secretary

Hamid as admonishi
time, a

"Malaysian

following
ts, the New Straits daily re-
to the government, Ahmad Sarji
«civil servants and private workers.
tag for lateromers in this coun-

try. has also caught on with foreigners here while earning the

scomn of the few.
Sarji said Malaysia was

tus by the year 2020, and

lo punctuality could
"Each and

for industrialised-state sta-
that a general indifference

hamper productivity and results.
of us must give: priority to time and

not misuse it." he said in the sermon directed also at senior

government servants.

It was unusual for me

SYDNEY: An Australian woman fs suing the country's siate-

owned Qantas
ruined because she

plane's smoking section,
Leonie Cameron, 50,

claiming her holiday in Thailand was

sick after being forced to sit in a
Reuter.

yesterday she had been forced o

spend most of her week-long holiday last July in a Bangkok

hotel room with b

trouble and sore, red eyes.

"I had a week sick up there and two wecks sick back

here,” Cameron told

suit in the Federal Court of Aus

"The doctor here told me |

after her solicitor lodged her
tralia in :
had bronchitis. | am a pretty

hﬂﬂwmm.nu“mmmﬁ
Cameron said that when she arrived at Qantas’ check-in

counter at Sydney's international airport she was told there
were no seats left in the non-smoking section.

For the nine-hour flight to
smoked

Cameron said she sat
. She said it left her with

Bangkok from Qantas but only after she threatened legal ac-
tion. S

AQanlumhmuﬂlh:ntﬂlumuﬂm‘hplad-
vice before ng a stat

ement.

The Princes of Wales is seen during a walkabout as she
leaves Yorkshire Playhouse in England on Tuesday where
she visited a Health of the Nation Conference.

— AFP/UNB photo

Hunger strike to

would not op
regquest invo
systems, 450
missile batteries.

Since the end of the Culf War Washington
twice deployed Patriots in the Emirate :
during joint military maneuvers in July
1991 and last January during a confronta-
tion between the allies and lrag.

- protest dismissal

SINGAPORE: An opposition politician on hunger

strike for

Md:ylmmtnthhdwﬁmﬂuﬁnﬂmﬂUnlwnﬂy
of Singapore (NUS) said Wednesday he has been drinking

glucose water at his doctor's advice,

AFP

reports .
"l feel tired and groggy.” said Chee Soon Juan 31, who

taught Psycho at the university until he was sacked last

week for alle misusing research funds.
“IMMHdnrﬂM_t:rﬂm:hﬂnr'lﬂm

since Monday,” he adding his weight had gone down

from 165 pounds (75 kilos) to 159 pounds (72.2 kilos) since

the protest began.

in responses to a question on whether his consumption of

glucose sulll qualified his protest as a hunger strike, he said:
%ydnn'tynupmﬂucm“urnndmhnihrunm-

tains (g

Ch};eﬂ who is also Assistant Secretary-General of the
Sin re Democratic Party (SDP). said he would stay
of all food until university authorities allegation that

he was dishonest.

NUS officials said he had used 226 Singapore dollar (139
US) from rescarch funds to send his wife’'s doctoral thesis to

a US university for enn‘drll. tion.

200m pact with US as part ot rearmament plan

missiles, the first of which are to be deliv
ered in 1998, and that the contract had
been signed at the "beginning of the year.”
Kuwaiti military sources confirmed the deal,
saying it was among scveral Kuwait has

the sale, adding that the
ved six Patriot anti-missile
Patriot missiles and six Hawk

The missiles were also set up in lsrael and
Saudi Arabia during the Gulf War to shoot
down Iragi Scud missilgs.

In December, Saudi Arabia bought 761 Patriots
and 13 launchers worth over a billlon del-

e

Japanese nurses
go on strike
for higher wages

TOKYO, Apr 7: At least
50,000 Japanese nurses went
on strike today to demand
higher wages and better condi-
tions, a medical labour union

A spokesman of the
Federation of Medical Workers'
Unions, which has 176,000
members, said at least 50,000
nurses in hundreds of
began strikes of up to one



