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Seventh SAARC Summit

summit is a composite of bols and
substance. So also is the 7th C summit
whose final count down began yesterday with the
[irst official level discussion. Alter being post-
poned twice, if ever a summit really, really
needed to be held, just for its own sake. then
ours is the one. The factors that forced the sum-

mit to be ‘poslinmd are the very ones that make
it to be of such crucial importance. The divisive

forces in the subcontinent are perhaps at their
height. While the need for cooperation may be
obvious from even a cursory glance at the eco-
nomic and social data. yet the political wave
seems to drift us apart. There is no denying the
fact that after six years of SAARC, and as many
summits’ the core agenda of the 7th summit is

nothing more than keeping the regional body
afloat. at Foreign Secretary Reaz Ahmed calls
‘confidence bulldinﬁ is really the key issue.
Starting under a heavy cloud of scepticism,

SMRC over the last several years, hardly went
much beyond the rhetoric and the symbolic. The
annual handshaking and the photo-sessions could
not hide the fact of the wide gap — which in
some instances was widening — among the leaders.

However, it is our view that, the event — de-
struction of the Babri mosque — that dealt such a
severe blow to SAARC is, ironically, the very event
that brought out, into the open, that there is ab-
solutely no alternative for us but to opt for the

ath of cooperation as opposed to that of con-
rontation. We, the SAARC members, are much
too inter-woven in history. culture, religion, and
intellectual legacy, not to mention geography, not
to seek the path of helping each other for our
own individual benefit.

As we see it, the 7th summit has two very dis-
tinct sets of agenda — one which is official and is
spelt out in the various documents that have been
written and rewritten throughout the preparatory
period. The other, nobody speaks about, but is in
every leader's mind.

Let us take the most important of the official
agenda — poverty alleviation. If our regional body
is ever to acquire a place in the hearts and minds
of our people, it will have to translate itself in
some meaningful way in reducing the poverty
that is destroying us all in so many ways. The
progress in SAPTA is a tangible achievement. But
it must be pursued with energy and a real will to
help the disadvantaged members. The market
economy which all the SAARC countries are now
opting for has given us another converging point.
However, market mechanism in our case will
have to be implemented with an eye on the

strengths and weaknesses of each of our
economies., And herein comes the question of the
genuineness of our desire for cooperation.

The other agenda, the unwritten one, is where
the future of SAARC will really be determined.
The leaders coming together after two aborted
attempts, must realise that the task before them
is for more than mere exchanges of pleasantries
or signing over some dotted lines. Theirs is one
to reach out and convince each other that re-
gional cooperation is uppermost in their minds.
The issue of protect the rights of Muslims in
India and, in a broader way, of minorities in
SAARC, is one in handling which the leaders of
India, Pakistan and Bangladesh must go beyond
the surface. In this particular instance domestic
politics for each one of the leaders acquire

reater importance than the issue itself. This can
e overcome through building trust among them,
which is far from what is the realily now. About
our share of the Ganges water, a deeper apprecia-
Lmn of our plight by the Indian leader is neces-
sary to change the course of events. The problem
of Kashmir again posses a major stumbling block
in improving Indo-Pak relations. The cooperation
between Sri Lanka and India is a must if LTTE
lerrorists are 'o be defeated.

All this will figure in the bilateral and informal
talks that are likely to be held. We do not expect
any of these problems to be solved, even
marginally, during the summit. But we do hope
that important personal contacts will be made
which will set a new tone to negotiations on the
above issues. The key word — and one that keeps
coming back, is — 'confidence building.’

Wanted Action to
rate Soil

That soil is degenerating and losing in fertility
all over Bangladesh is nothing new to be told. A
Kishore anj report in a Daily Star page on
Wedne chemjcal fertilizer use rampant, soil
fertility declining struck us into believing what
has been known to us as a casual piece of infor-
mation, Coming to think of it, it is strange that in
view of the accepted fact of countrywide soil de-
generation, no nationsized first-priority pro-
Framme has been taken up for regeneration of
hand — the linchpin of our physical existence

ere

The Kishoreganj report hnlds rampant use of
chemical fertilizer and pesticides in the crop-
fields to be exclusively responsible for the gen-
eral fall in soil fertility. There is a hint to another
factor — want of cowdung — which when added
to the other two make up the most formidable
foes of the soil's life-giving and sustaining ma iﬂ-

ower. What our Kishoreganj correspondent

ailed to identify as another great contributor tr.:-
the dwindling per-acre yield of crops is the HYV
connection.

Chemical fertilizer, pesticide and the High
Yielding Varieties (HYV) have joined hands to

bring back to us the tragedy of killing the goose
that laid golden eggs — so tellingly. In fact, the
I-tIWI;HE en instrumental to inviting in the pos-
itive

dangerous chemical fertiliser and the pes-
ticides. The traditional low to middle lelcP
varieties of cereals do not need either the costly
input of constant water or chemical fertilizer and

esticide in order to ensure a good but moderate

arvest. Their continued use, with a helping of
cowdung and thc support of off-season sprouting
of the nitrogen-f Kalai sustains the land.

The ahnrt -stalked HYV doesn’t allow cattle to
have a square meal. The galloping demand for
beefl in the towns, together witE n%e HYV's un-
generous feed supply,. pushe:s the dwindling live-
stock situation 1o a point of no recove

We have in these columns tried to counsel the
nation to desist from sloughtering lakhs of cows
for reasons of ostentatious contest of status — far
removed from the teachings of what has been and
- continues to be a religion of the poor, for the
poor. Please don't kill the goose, otherwise the
golden gifts of nature — this land and this water,
these trees and this moisture — will all go as
surely as the muslin has gone out of our life.

NON-PARTISAN EXPERTS LEFT OUT IN THE COLD

Decline in Interaction with Politicians

HE much-expected interaction between
the media and pulll:i:il.nl and, indeed,
between intellectuals and parliam-
entarians remains a distant dream, with all
sides pic up the losses and none any
This has a commonly accepted sce-
nario in this country. As a senior journalist puts
it, "l cannot remember when last time | had a
substantive talk with a politiclan. Only two
llﬁ political leaders would chase me Lo
get all gossips. Now, when we meet, usually
at my rama:tt 1 .r:t long lectures, full of an-
swers to guestions we may not even ask "
Even it sounds a somewhat harsh over
simplification, there is obviously much truth in
it. The fact is, among other things, there is a
rapid decline, if not a t:tal breakdown. in
communication among segments of the edu-
cated clite who have much to contribute to the
development of the country and, more specifi
cally, to the protection of democracy iIn

In this scenario, the worst victims are those
who had once showed considerable potential of
being non-partisan ex capable of con-
tributing to the debate on contemporary issues
n political and economic fields.

It has not taken much time for them to sul-
fer from unspoken disenchantment and, in the
end, to be left out in the cold.

There are many and varied reasons which
have contributed to this situation. Even during
the antd-Ershad tion in the late cighties, a
handful of intellectuals who occasionally called
on m Khaleda Zia and Sheikh Hasina gen-
e to establish much of a rapport with
these political leaders, especially with their
mid-level followers.

"Whenever we were in the company of a na-
tional leader”, a former untversity teacher once
said, "we felt, rather uneasily, that we were in
someone else's domain.”

If these independent experts were treated
as something like intruders, they were also
perhaps seen as potential candidates for senior
posts in the new administration, no matter
which party headed it

During the past two years, this alienation of
non-partisan intellectuals from political group-
ings has grown stronger. One would not know
if they feel bitter and angry. However, some

Reaching a Dead-end

Hterary and cultural activities, but generally cut
off from broad-based national affairs.

On the other hand, a number of them have
found a way-out. They have discarded their
non-partisan positions and associated them
sclves with political parties, usually with the
opposition Awami League (AL). If, by their ac-
tions, they have weakened the base of inde
pendent thinking, they have probably con-
vinced themselves that there is hardly any
room for a non-partisan approach to the highly
polarised volatile pohur:.l of Bangladesh. In this
respect, their losses are much greater than
their marginal gains. No matter what positions

the establishment of a third political party have
apparently confirmed the worst suspicion of
the AL Chief, Shefkh Hasina that the setting up
of Forum was only a cover, paving the way for a
new party that would rival the main opposition
platform.

Whatever the future of the proposed third
party and of its impact on the overall political
scene in the country, AL is paying a price for
its inability — or unwillingness — to promote

interaction with a cross section of the edu-
cated elite.

In this reapect,
somu

the opposition may take
consolation from the fact that in the

AT HOME AND ABROAD

o

they have been assigned by the leader, they are
yet to find a role for themselves in sharpening
the programme of what many of us describe as
the alternative government ol Bangladesh.

it is in this context that the establishment
of the Democratic Forum (DF) raised such ex-
pectations, as a loosely-structured body of in-
dependent experts, regardless of their party
affilations, and, what is more important, as a
think tank. Many of us s*ll have a lingering
hope that in its latter capacity, it would pro-
mote and sustain not merely a political
agenda, such as a broad-based national consen-
sus, bul also r¢scarch-oriented activities in
such [ields as privatisation, the use ol foreign
capital, educational reforms, agriculture and
protection of environment. In all these ficlds,
Kamal Hossain, the architeect of the DF, has
been in a position to ask for assistance and
guidance from noted cxperts, ranging from
former vice chancellors to agricultural experts
with international background, distinguished
economisis tp retired civil servants.

Dr Hossain has been slow in using this
chance. Whatever might have been his original
perception of the role of DF and fts future,

traditional Iftar
earlier month — _celeb-
rating the end of the
day's Ramadan fast
game of political pointscoring.
The winner was Khaleda Zia,
the Prime Minister. Against all
expectations, Mrs Zia attended
the hosted by her arch
rival Sheikh Hasina, Leader of
the Opposition Awami League.
The local press described
Mrs Zia's move as a victory of
statesmanship over petty-
mindedness, an act it hoped
would help to reconcile the
two. For 18 months they had
spurned each other's invita-
tions, issued more out of polit-
ical nicety than affection.
"From my side I have no rivalry
lwith her]. I do not know about
her,” says the Prime Minister.
However, genuine reconcil-
jation may be a long way off.

The ,two leaders dominate
their parties and domestic pol-
itics. The tendency, according
to a western diplomat, is for
the opposition to be preoccu-
pied with Mrs Hasina's per-
sonal battles and for the gov-

ernment to be constantly on

the defensive and unable to
define a clear strategy for the
future.

Mrs Zia and Mrs Hasina
entered politics as standard
bearers respectively for their
murdered husband (President
Ziaur Rahman) and father
(Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who
led the s e for an inde-
pendent of Bangladesh].

"Both the women hark back
to the events surrounding the
creation of the state 22
ago,” says a foreign diplomat.
Mrs Hasina, for instance, is de-
termined to repeal the indem-
nity given to her father's
killers.

it is these historical issues
which divide the ruling

Bangladesh National Party and

thc Awami League. Their ag-

have returned to their shells, pursuing some

— became a

some mixed signals [rom other sources about

M.

ALl

same ficld, the ruling party's performance
merits no appreciation. If anything. it is get-
ting worse.

There is less and less sustained conversa-
tion between government leaders and the
media or between politiclans and members of
the business community. True, some ministers
make themselves readily available for senifor
journalists and editors. Such meetings are use-
ful, even when some briefings turn out to be
rhetorical monologues.

The problem is, there is no established
mechanism, in any part of the present admin-
istration, that sustains interaction with the in-
tellectual community and offers it a chance to
come up with new ideas.

This lack of interaction, especially with the
media, ofien puts a ministry at a serious disad-
vantage.

This writer recently asked the head of a
ministry which had been ecriticised in the me-
dia if he had a couple of dependable writers on
his stall to produce a documented defence of
the government policies. The answer was
vague, the impression being such writers did
not exist.

useful figures of investments generated from
outside. As this paper has editorially suggested,
these statistics would be more meaningful if
we got the comparative enes for the same pe-
riod last year, which are not available just now.
Adain, from the point of view of interaction.
experts need full comprehensive information

on all issues, economic. political, foreign al-
lairs, education and so on and so forth. This is
what is all abowut.

We are, therefore, in a situation in which
independent experts are being left out in the
cold. If they are denied a continuing communi-
cation by the opposition AL, say. through its so-
called Advisory Council (whatever it is called),
they are cut ofl from government sources when
it comes to vital information, not perhaps de-
liberately but due to an absence of a mecha-
mism.

it 18 not surprising that people, includ
diplomats from other countries, look for al
kinds of reasons the situation, never par-
Hecularly satisfactory, has been turning from
bad to worse.

One theory, rather a charitable one, is that
the major parties need orfentation in interac-
tion with independent experts. in short, it is a
question of training.

A less charitable theory is that both the na-
tional] leaders, Begum Khaleda Zia and Sheikh
Hasina have been increasingly thinking
party lines, unable to seek out the views
non-partisan individuals through a sustained
dialogue.

Up to a point, fault surely lies with the clos-
est associates of the two leaders, and, in the
case of Begum Zia, partially with the Prime
Minister's Secretariat. Whether these people
are unable to think carefully or are too shy — or
scared — to give the right advice to their re-
spective leaders is really beyond me. In a way,
the answer would not make much difference.

What would make a lot of difference is a re-
versal of the process, turmming what | had de-
scribed as a "distant dream” at the start of the
column into a reality. Once the two parties
reach out for national constituencies, instead
of merely promoting party lines, some new
thinking on our contemporary issues may
emerge, for the benefit of the country as a

Another ministry has just

rovided some

whole.

Pointscoring in a Democratic Consensus

gressive partisanship hinders
consensus on pressing prob-
lems, such as the economy on
which the two parties claim
commeon ground.

" Though Mrs Zia continues
to invoke the spirit of her hus-
band, recalling for instance his
"19-point economic plan” — a
vague strategy which lacked
substance — she insists she is
her own person. "l am a differ-
ent personality [than my hus-
band] and developed my poli-
cies during nine years of the
autocratic Ershad regime.”

General Ershad, who seized
wer in 1982, resigned in
mber 1990 in the face of
sition protests and stu-

ent demonstratiens. Ershad.
was arrested and tried on’

' charges of illegal possession of

arms and abuse of power. He
was sentenced to 10 years'
imprisonment. Mrs Zia came
to power after winning the
country's first free elections in
February 1991.

The Prime Minister is try-
ing to escape the past. In re-
cent months she has toured
rural areas, addressing crowds
of up to 500,000. "She is try-
ing to shift the political
ground. She is raising very im-
portant issues such as poverty,
education and {lliteracy at a
critical time,” savs Talukder
Maniruzzaman, a political sci-
entist at Dhaka University.

With the government under
intense pressure to implement
a tough World Bank pro-
gramme, Mrs Zia needs to sell
it to the people. Her speeches
in the countryside are also en-
abling her to widen her politi-
cal support. Urban critics have
always accused her of being out

Khozem Merchant traces the rivalry bet-

ween the two ladies

who dominate the

Bangladesh political arena

{"

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia

of touch with the people be-
cause of her "cantonment cul-
ture”, a reference to her life in
the barracks as the wife of a
soldier.

However, as Professor
Maniruzzaman says: "The gov-
ernment is drifting. She has
not been spectacularly
successful but she sets the
tone of government. There is a
logic in her approach. Her
intentions are good. She

. emphasises development.”

The sense of drift is partly
explained by inexperience.
Only five of her 40-member
cabinet bad ministerial experi-
ence when appointed. Few ca-
pable candidates are waiting in
the wings. The majority of the
1991 parliamentary intake

were political noviees, newly-
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Hajj policy

Sir, We are all aware of the

proverb : Man p — God
disposes. This year's Hajj pol-
icy however shows that what
Allah proposes, man disposes,
Islam enjoins us to perform
Hajj — the current Hajj policy
scemingly dissuades us to do
8O.

We have no quarrel with the
Government's ballot system of
Hajj. However, there are many
people who would rather avail
the non ballot system because
of personal reasons.

One of the biggest advan-
tage for non-ballotee pilgrim is
the flexibility the person has —
he can his own depar-
ture and arrival. Not only it
saves time, it also saves
for the pilgrim as he has to
stay less number of days.

The Saudi Embassy unilat-
erally declared that there they
will not entertain non-ballotee
pilgrims this year. This is a
contradiction of their earlier
announcement wherein
requested non-ballotee pil-
grims to produce a sponsor-
ship certificate or advance
house rent agreement in

Makkah and Madinah.
As cusiodians to Islam's
holiest sanctuaries, Saudis

should allow flexibility to their
Muslim brethren so that they
can perform their Hajj com-
fortably and uncomplicatedly.
However, their attitude this
year is controversial and does
not show such intentions.

As Muslims, we have to ask
Allah to solve our problems. |
pray fervently to Allah that He

brings sensc to our Saudi
brothers so that we can per-
form Hajj under the non-ballo-
tee system. May Allah grant our
prayers!

S. Ahmed _

193 Elephant Road, Dhaka

"Roundtable with the
Government: Is the

Bangladesh Govt.
Sleeping?"

Sir, One should ‘hardly miss
such an important theme as
discussed by SM AH in his fea-
ture column captioned "MY
World" in The Daily Star, dated
April 2. It is as much a
thought-provoking as it is also
an eye-opener to the Gulivers
of the country who are still
slﬂtp‘ll’lﬁ. The keystone of suc-
cess of the country's overall
development lies in the
planned economy which may
be found out through open
discussion participated by the
Govt. leaders, economist, en-
trepreneurs, indusirialists,
bankers ete. by holding
nars, workshops and round-
table conferences paving the

way for development and new
investment opportunity.

It is surprising to know that
roundtables of the kind have
been organised in Pakistan,
Shri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam,
Taiwan, China, Japan, Malaysia,
Indonesia and Australia to sort
out their economic problems
and to devise its panacea. But
alas the name of Bangladesh is
missing from the list,

. 5 M Al has evoked further
interest by attaching an inset

semi-

photo on the cover page of an
economic brochure published
on the eve of such roundtable
in Pakistan. It at once captures
our mind and instil ideas in
the mind of readers by
publishing such a cover-page
photo with an extra added
charm of inscription: "Is the

Bangladesh Government
Sleeping? Who will wake them
up?”

We endorse with the views
for holding a pre-aid club
meetings in Dhaka. But "it is
too late of such meeting this
year as the aid to Bangladesh
meeting in Paris is just round
the corner.”

We understand, economic
seminars and roundtable as
such, are being organised by
various newspapers and banks.
Our national dailies and private
banks like Grameen Bank can
take the inftiative and play as
counterpart -of Thai Farmers
Bank emulating the precedent.
We are also happy to learn that
a dialogue was crganised by
The Daily Star two years back
in which two experts like
Rehman Sobhan and Syeduzza-
man encountered each other
highlighting their views from
their respective angle. Certa-
inly, general readers will be
tempted to be acquainted with
their views. From the
academic standpoint, would
you kindly reproduce the
dialogue in the form of
gquestion-answer by Rehman
Sobhan and Syeduzzaman to
get us enlightened who, like
me, might have missed?

Syed Saleh Uddin Mahmood
150/ 1 Azimpur Road, Dhaka
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| synonyms — reinvent,

Leader of thnOppsitiun
Sheikh Hasina

rich businessmen. In any case,
the Prime Minister is loyal to
her friends.

ller real accomplishment

has been to sustain the mo-
mentum behind the transition
to democracy, The press
speaks its mind and the Jatiya
Sangsad, the parliament,
though lacking some of the
sharper skills ol democratic
politics, functions well. Both
main parties are committed to
parliamentary democracy.
Nobody is knocking at the
army'’s door,

The army is content. Its re-
fusal to bail out General Ershad
was an important turning point
for the military. Today, the
army believes its interests are
broadly served by Mrs Zia's
brand of Bangladeshi national-
ism and commitment to Islam.

'Mrs Zia s othbr, accom®
plishment has been 10

strengthen her position within
the P. Among cabinet col-

leagues, she alone enjoys na-
tional support. Though some
ministers, such as Mr Saifur
Rahman at Finance, are ac-
knuwledged to be doing a good
job, they scarcely represent a
challenge to Mrs Zia.

Nor is she under threat
from other traditional quar-

(eralhathlls

ters. Students, who played a
critical role in forcing Ershad's

downfall, have been largely
tamed .

The Jamaat-e-Islami, the
radical Islamic party, enjoyed
briefl influence after the clec-
tion by supporting the BNP
and giving it an overall major-
ity. But with the appointment
of 30 nominated women mem-
bers to parliament — most al-
lied to the BNP — the parlia-
mentary wing of the Islamic

party has been sidelined. The
Jamaat-e-Islami's influence is
mostly confined to local poli-
tics where its powerful cadre
and organisational strength
ensures i} a strong voice in
elections.

The Awami League is seen
by political observers as enfce-

con £
rarehd A
sues of substance. The party
lacks a coherent strat and
is internally divided. Sheikh
Hasina needs to think afresh.
She might have started by re-
vising the gucst list for Eid
party marking the end of
Ramadan.

Courtesy: Financial Times,
London

OPINION

President Clinton's Dream of Change

and Regeneration

The inauguration s
the US President Bil Cllmnn
had one dominant message —
change. 'We must make change
a friend’ he stated and one felt
that behind this wish of the
new President are the hopes of
his generation of Americans,
born since the end of World
War I1. He and his fellow ‘Baby
Boomers' hold the conviction
that not everything is right
with America, and that change
is vital for it's continued well-

"being and strength.

Com to other inaugu-
ration speeches — some of
which, like President Ken-
nedy's, have become classics —
Bill Clinton’'s was short of
memorable quotes. It suffered
from repetitions and

generalizations, although it did

“have specific references to

current issues that are bound
to keep him preoccupied
throughout his four-year term.
But the repetitions and gener-
alizations highlight the main
themes of, his speech, they are
textual props to put forward
his ideas which, in the atmo-
sphere of great expectations
created by his victory, need to
be heard loud and clear.

The inauguration speech
again and again harped on dy-
namism and change that
Clinton feels are prerequisites
to complete programmes that
he feels are required by his
country. Perhaps the most
memorable assertion of the
address — "There is nothing
wrong with America that can-
not be cured by what is right
with America” — is most sug-
gestive of the direction the
new administration will take,
Change is the new President's
basic concern and regenera-
tion will be his modus
operandi. It is surprising lo
sec how many times he uses
the term regeneration and it's
rud—
talise, reform. Clearly the cen-
tral emphasis of the lpeer:h is
on the capacity of America to

MM‘AM

regenerate itself in the face of
stagnation or crisis. Like his
fellow Americans, Clinton does
not force radical change. He
did not mention anything like
America taking drastic new
steps to solve its problems. All
he said was that America has,
at least had until the recent
past, the greatness that has to
be rediscovered and re-
shaped. It is essentially a
looking back on itself and then
looking forward that can rein-
vigorate America.

Clinton obviously has been
trying to capitalise on the eu-
phoria caused by the changing
of guards. George Bush's ad-
ministration and pre-World
War Il generation have given
way to the post-war genera-
tion. The change that he
visualizes is something that he
symbolically represents. Old
ideas from a generation raised

in the days of colonialism and
the primacy of white
Europeans have n way to

the 'flower children’ of the
sixties. His youth is a great
factor; it 1is reassuring,
heartening. If change has to
come, it will come as a matter
of course, in keeping with the
religion of youth. Regeneration
on the other hand is going
back to the past — nol to its
blind alleys and for its closed
off areas, but to the ever
changing flow of evénts that
connect all time to the
present. Thus, Clinton's
speech straddled past and
present and provides a pointer
to the future actions of his
administration.

As was expected, Clinton
restated America's faith in
democracy. But the one signif-
icant difference is that he, like
President Kennedy, includes
the struggle for democracy In
other countries as the struggle
* of Americans themselves. This
should be heartening, espe-
cially to the democracy-loving

people of the third world
whose efforts to achieve the
goal of democracy received
only lip-service from previous
US administrations. He also
mentioned Somalia and im-
plied Bosnia where hope for
US involvement is seen as an
answer to chaos. But there was
one ominous note in his
speech — he did remark that
the US would 'use force when
necessary.' Let us hope that
this will not give the Pentagon
a license to become involved
everywhere, but that care
would be taken to distinguish
between true need and made-
up need.

A new generation of
Americans has taken control of
the world's first democracy
and only superpower, a gener-
ation raised in the shadow of
the cold war and the threat of

nuclear holocaust. A general
that espouscs love, peace

social justice. Bill Clinton's in-
augural address speaks for this
generation, a young man with a
vision for America and the
world.

America, nt this point in its
history has to face change and
locks upon it positively, as a
friend, He is trying to draw on
the American people's proven
ability to address and resolve
problems so that a process of
regeneration and renewal can
be established. If the American
people can rediscover this
ability, then the current

roblems can be solved and a
Erlght:r future can be created.

Essential to such a process
is, of cdurse, America's pur-
suance of democracy and
democratic principles. The
theme of democracy will also
be the basis for Amurica's rela-
tions with other countries, in-
cluding those of the develop-
ing world and this is to be
welcomed, provided that gen-
uine concern for the welfare of
the people of other countries
does not develop into unncc-
essary Interference in the run-
ning of those countries.
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