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Booters fine

Sports Reporter

All players of
Bangladesh team are physically
fit and undergoing light prac-
tice in Japan, according to
chel de mission A H Mofazzal
Karim, Additional Secretary in-
charge of the Ministry of
Tex , who had a telephonic
conversation with the

Bangladesh Football Federation

oint secretary Shah Abul

hem yesterday.

Mofazzal Karim left Dhaka
for Japan last Sunday, a day af-
ter the 27-strong left the city.

esh will play their
first match of thl: twn-l:g
1994 World Cup qualifiers
against hosts Japan on April
11.

 Donations for

Hira's treatment
Sports Reporter

State Minister for Youth and !

Sports Sadek Hossain Khoka
donated thirty thousand taka
for the treatment of young
cricketer Asadur Rahman Hira
of Victoria Sporting Club yes-
terday. »
Hira, who is now under
treatment at the Pain and
is Clinic in the city, is
suffering from paralysis and
other diseases.
The Sports Minister
handed over the :hequ: tu
Golam Faruk Apu, a

retary of th: Ba es
Cricket Con n&?c

Crickct 1rect.nr o
1992-93 Navana rcmler
Division league champions
Abahani Krira Chakra Mostafa
Kamal also donated ten thou-
sand taka yesterday for Hira's
treatment.

Earlier last month the BCCB
donated twenty thousand taka
for the young cricketer's
treatment

Difficult time
ahead for Alex

BARCELONA, Apr 6: Spain's
sevenith ranked player Alex
Corretja earned a second
round match with American
top seed and Wimbledon
champion Andre Agassi in the
#50,000 dollar Conde de Godo
men's tennis tournament on
Monday. reports Reuter.

Corretja eased through his
first round match 7-6, 6-1
against Dutchman Hendrik
Davids on Monday.

"Agassi will be difficult. He's
tremendous player ... the only
thing I ecan do is fight as hard
(@8 | know how,” Corretja said.

The only surprise on the
‘first day of the event was the
6-3, 6-2 defeat of the number
15 seed, Sweden's Nicklas
Kulti, Belgian qualifier Filip
de Wull, ranked 166th in the

rid.
“Num of the big names were

in action on Monday.

Other top-ranking players
competing for the 126,000
dollar singles prize include
American Ivan Lendl, Michael
Stich of Germany and
Dutchman Richard Krajicek.

e -.1.-‘
: 5-"*]- £

US President Bill Chnt.nn (C) with the Texas Rangédrs in the bﬂttjng cage cl’urmg batnng

practice prior to the throwing

out the first ball which marks the opening of a baseball

season at the Camden Yards, Baltimore on Monday. The Rangers open their campaign

against the Baltimore Orioles.

— AFP photo

Sport

'6: President Bill

Marseille, Rangers clash in European Cup semis today

MARSEILLE, Fra-
nce, Apr 6: Mar-
seflle and Rang-
ers, two of Eur-
ope's most expe-
nsively assembled
teams, clash on Wednesday in
a winner-takes-all showdown
which promises to be a classic,
reports Reuter.

There will be no room for
calculation when the French
and Scottish champions run
out on to the Stade Velodrome
before an intimidating 40,000
capacity crowd of exuberant
Marseillais.

With the winners guaran-
teed a place in the European
Cup final gamblers take
prmdcnct and one small
twist of fate could decide ev-
erything.

Marseille and Rangers are
level on ,six points each from
four games in European Cup
Group A, but under new rules
introduced this season, a vic-

tory for either side will clinch |

top place whatever happens in
the final matches in two weeks
lime.

When teams [inish the
group level on points, the ver-
dict no longer goes to the
team with the best goal differ-

ence but depends instead on -

the réstilts of the two matches
between the two clubs con-
cerned,
- As the !'nltl:h in Glﬂw be -
tween the two sides finished
in a 2-2 draw, victory by either
side now will end their rivals'
aspirations for another year.
Fans hope and expect that
the game will live up to the
quality and excitement of the
match between the two in
Glasgow, a thrilling affair with

| Rangers coming back from 2-0

| Stage set for classic thriller

down to grab a draw with two
late goals.

"That match was the turn-
ing point of our season,”
Marseille defender Eric di
Meco said. "We saw how good
we could be and have not
feared anyone since.” .
Rangers will be without
suspended English striker
Mark Hateley, who scored in
Glﬂi fow, and ha\rr a I'.uu

.........

. MARK HATELEY
proposition in
Mediterranean port.

Marseille have won their
last 14 matches at home in

the

four years of campaigning for
the elusive European Cup. One
of the victims was no less than
AC Milan, ousted from the
tournament two years ago.

The French are on superb
form, as they tend to be at this

time of year, thrashing CSKA
Moscow 6-0 in thulr last
European outing in Marseille.

Jean- Pierre Papin and
Chris Waddle may have gone
but Rudi Voeller, Alen Boksic
and Abedi Pele are a trio who
inspire nothing but fear in rival
defences.

Rangers have their own
weapon which is far from a se-
cret. Striker Ally McCoist hit
his 52nd goal of the secason in
putting’ his side into the
Scottish Cup final on Saturday
and the visitors will be looking
to him as the man who can
send them into a European fi-
nal for the first time in more
than 20 years.

But he will be tightly
marked, a job which will go
either to Basile Beoli or Di
Meco.

Marseille, seeking a sccond
European Cup final appearance
in three-year, firmly believe
they can become the [irst

French team to win a

European trophy.

Rangers are just as confi-
dent they can stop the

Marseille machine. . )
The stage is set for a

thriller.
TEAMS

MARSEILLE: Fabi¢n
Barthez, Jocelyn Angloma,
Basile Boli, Marcel Desailly,
Eric di Meco, Didier
Deschamps, Franck Sauzee,

Jean-Jacques Eydelie, Abedi
Pele, Alen Boksic, Rudi
Voeller.

RANGERS: Andy Goram,
David Robertson, Richard
Gough, Dave McPherson, John
Brown, Trevor Steven, lan
Durrant, lan Ferguson, Stuart
McCall, Pieter Huistra, Ally
McCoist.
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KASHIMA, Japan,
Apr 6: Why would
a small town in
Japan splash out
more than 70
milllon dollar to

relired Brazilian

buy a
superstar and build a brand
new stadium for him?

This drab industrial munic-

ipality of 45,000 people on
Japan's east coast has no his-
tory of soccer. Yet Sumitomo
Mcial and Ibraki Prefecture, to
which Kashima belongs, have
sel oul to create a soccer
dream as a way ol reviving the
area, reports Reuter. -

Sumitomo, whose stecel
plant is the biggest local em-
ployer, stunned Kashima resi-
dents and the soccer world
two years ago when it an-
nounced it had signed Zico,
then 38, Brazil's most famous
player afier Pele, for the local
tcam.

In October 1991, the
Kashima Antlers Club was for-
mally born with investment
from five towns in the area and
Sumitomo Group.

The Antlers Club is ane of
10 founder members of
Japan's new professional J-
league, which kicks off on May
15.

Work on a new sia-
dium in April 1992 in an area
of woods and scrubland. and
Antlers will inaugurate it on
May 4 in a f[riendly with
Fluminense of Brazil.

The stadium, the country's
first custom-built all-scat cov-
ered soccer arena, has 15,000
scais and an advanced Swiss
drainage system which, for the
first time in Japan, will guar-

antee grass throughout the
year.

Giant earthmovers and
trucks are still hard at work on
the project, which also in-

chudes construction-of a 3,000 |

piace car park. a big new road
and a railway station.

Total cost is 8.2 bilion yen
(71 milllon dollar). all put up
by the Ibaraki authorities.

"In the Kashima industrial
zone there are about 150 fac-
tories but no amusements,”
said Yasushi Keizumi, an
Tbaraki official inveived in the

project.
'fnunlpophmh-ﬂn‘.
So we are building this

dium as a way tn revive the
area,” he said.

"We are known as a town
with a tradition of martial
arts,” said Kashima mayor
Takeshi Ikari. "We want to be-
come famous for soccer. Let

soccer be the fire o ignite the
arca and give it new lile.” .
Posters specak of the

"Antlers Football Dream.”

As in other part of Japan,
soccer has become the most
popular sport among school-
boys in Kashima over Lthe last
five years, overtaking baseball,
tHe traditional favourite.

Yet the arca has no soccer
tradition. The Sumitomo leam,
on which the Antlers was bulit..
played only in the Second
Division of the pre-professional

So the club bought not only
Zico, on a three-year coniract
worth 1.5 million dollar, but
also fellow Brazilian interna
tional Carlos Alberto Souza Dos
Santos, six Japancse players
and a coach from the Honda
team.

In B8 games for Brasil, Zico
scored 68 poals, second only
to the legendary Pele.
tired in

He re-
1990 and became

ZICO

Brazil's first sports ambas
sador, a post he gave up on
joining the Antlers.

"The start of a professional
league s a turning point lor
soccer in Japan. This is a

the knight in Kashima's dream

challenge for me,” said Zico,
explaining why he came out of
retirement.

"} want to make whalever
contribution |1 can and make
Antlers a famous name in the
soceer world,” he said,

Zico, who turned 40 in
March, lives in an cxpensive
area of Tokyo with his wile and
three sons, who attend the
city's American school. He
makes the 105-minute journcy
to Kashima for Games and
training sessions and stays in a
club flat.

"Before 1991, no-one in
Kashima had heard of Zico,’
said one local shopkecper. "He
has improved our image. Most
Japanese used to think of
Kashima as just a dreary indus-
trial town but Zico has given
them another image.

"I have no interest in soccer
and don't understand {1 so |
won't go to games,” the shop
keeper,said. "But my sons all
play at school. The club should
have no trouble [illing the sta-
dium.”
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Inh-rnlznrn.lle Milan's erugunyan star Ruben Sosa faces Sampdonas defender Marco
Lenna during the Italian league match on April 4 in Genoa. Inter Milan snuffed Sam pdoria

31

— AFP photo

Clinton opens

‘baseball league

BALTIMORE, Maryland, Apr
" Clinton
opened the 1993 baseball sea-
son Monday with a ceremonial
first pitch at Camden Yards for
the game between the
Baltimore Orioles and Texas
Rangers, reports. AFP.

The lelt-handed President
donned a Baltimore baseball
cap and wore his own well-
worn glove to the mound,
where the tossed the [irst
baseball, a tradition for US
Presidents.

Outside the stadium, a
group led by black leader Jesse
Jackson demonstrated in
favour of more opportunities
for minorities in baseball man-
agement. Clinton called the
protest a Eegltimte issue,

$50m preparation
KUALA LUMPUR, Apr 6:
The cabinet has approved
129.5 million ringgit (about 50
million US dollars) to train
Malaysian athletes for the
Commonwealth Games in Kuala
Lumpur in 1998, Youth and
Sports Minister Annuar Musa
said Monday, reports Xinhua.

Annuar told a news confer-

cnce Lhat 39 milion ringgit
(15.06 million dollars) of the
total would go for recruitment
of foreign coaches.

The Baily Har 11

M Umted magic at Carrow Road

NORWICH, Eng
land, Apr 6: Eiqht
devastating minu-
tes from Man-
chester United
| =~ transformed the
hnglish Championship into a
straight fight with Aston Villa
alter the visitors scored an
exhilarating victory over
Premier League rivals Norwich
al Carrow Road Monday night,
rcports AFP,

The Manchester triumph
ended the title dreams of Mike
Walker's men, who have
headed the table eight times in
the past eight months and who
were once eight points clear.

Their lethal spell came
midway thmuglg the first-half
with s froth Ryan Giggs,
Andrcgioalahn}mllkil and Eric
Cantona and the victory,
United's first in five games,

cmphatically revived their title

challenge.
With six dramatic games to

go, United are now just one

. point behind Ron Atkinson's
Aston Villa with a superior goal
difference.

Norwich, who pulled a goal
back in -+the second-half
through former Old Trafford
striker Mark Robins, are only
one point further adrift — but

have played a game more.
the?'t is a m!rnclc that they
have stayed in contention so

Becker plans to wed Feltus

| IAMBURG, Germany. Apr 6: Tennis ace Boris Becker is
engaged to marry his longtime girlfriend Barbara Feltus, a

German magazine said

™

Tuesday, reports AP.
The Hamburg-based Stern magazine qugted Becker as
saying the couple have beén engaged

since March 5.

“‘Barbara is my future wife,” Becker was quoted as saying.
“We want to have children, a home and a very normal life.”

The r

eport, released in advance of publication in

Wednesday's editions, did not say when the two plan to
o

Stern quoted Becker, 25, as saying the couple has
thought about him taking off more time from tennis to allow °
his future wife to pursue an acting careet.

The report said Becker is considering moving from

Monte Carlo, his offic
low Ms Feltus to attend

ial residence, tnFurl.surLandmtaal

school.

The two have lived together for 16 months, the report

said,

Stern quoted Ms Feltus, whose father is American, as

saying she has faced racism in Germany since being with
Becker, especially after the Olympics in Barceldna when

there were reports the couple had split up.
"Some people In Munich spat at my feet and said: ‘See,

your problem, you

deserve it

Others have said: You're only

a black floozy, go back to the bush'™ the magazine quoted

Ms Feltus as saying.

The report said Ms Feltus, who once worked as a model,
was also upset by public reaction to a picture showing her
modeling luawry mdenmr which was printed by German

newspapers.

But Stern quoted her as sauﬁg she realized now she has

beconw a Puhh’r

—ry

g

figure through her relationship with

BA.RBA.RA FELTUS-FERBST (L) with BORIS BELEER

... together against the world.

Becker, a three-time Wimbledon c¢
since he was

pleted a tournament

— Star file photo

ion, has not com-
out of the

Ewocard Open in Stuttgart in February because of a viral

infection.

llowever, he has been practicing in Monte Carlo for the
beginning of the clay court season.

"I have at ﬁum!jhwurwumyum of tennis, then
it is dfilnul'lﬂ over,” Stern qup:rd Bechr m_ﬂgng
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A
CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

long on their shoestring re-

" RYAN GIGGS

when the gulf in class was
never more evident.

Norwich flattered in a lively
opening, claiming a penalty
when Robins fell under Gary
Pallister's fifth-minute chal-
lenge but London referee Tony

Ward saw no offence.

Two minutes later, he pe-
nalised Steve Bruce for trip-
ping the former Old Trafford
striker a yard ottside the area
but lan Crook lofted the free
kick just over the bar.

A booking for Gary Megson
for a foul on Kanchelskis
merely  seemed to signal
Norwich's intent to give noth-
ing away.

How wrong can one be 7
Three goals and eight minutes

later, the game was effectively

over.

Ferguson's surprise ¢hoice
in . prelerring Andrei
Kancheiskis to Bryan Robson

for the suspended Mark
Hughes, and running Giggs
down the middle, was swiftly
vindicated.

Eric Cantona's perfectly-
we pass from the centre
circle launched a 13th minute
cavalry charge of Giggs, Lee
Sharpe and Kanchelskis
through the middle.

With full-back Mark Bowen
not getting  forward [ast
enough to play them ofl-side,
there was no flag and Giggs
raced on to fire home his 10th
goal of the season.

The second United goal,
seven minutes later, stemmed
from a broken-down Norwich
attack when Ruel Fox failed to

make immediate use of Robin's’

excellent pass.

Pallister and Paul Tricé fed
the clearance to Brian McClair
and again a great pass un-
leashed the break, this time
from Kanchelskis who rapped
home a short from a very tight
angle as he cut in from the

right.

Becker to play
in Nice Open

NICE, France, Aprf 6:
German tennis star DBoris
Becker will y in the Nice
Open, recovering sufficiently
from a virus that has knocked
him out of his last five tourna-
ments, organizers said
Tuesday, reports AP.

Becker has been issued a
wild-card invitation to the
tournament, to be played on
clay from Saturday through
April 18.

Becker, who fell victim to a
virus in February during a
tournament in Stuttgart, for-
feited this weck's Japan Open.
He trained Monday at the
Meonte Carlo Country Club with
French star Henri Leconte.

- sources, but this was a night -

Shell-shocked Norwich
suffered again within a minute

Norwich protested furiously
for nll'-ddl: as Cantona arrived

‘to crack in his 16th goal of the

season. Television replays Illlr
nNEsIMman.

it was unbelievable that
United had scored only two

games and it seemed merely a
question of how many as Bryan
Guhn saved smartly from
Cantona and McClair's long-
ranger . before Kanchelskis
smacked a shot against the

But Norwich were revived
by a geal out of the blue in the
61st minute, no-one picking
up Robin's as he headed home
Fox's cross.

They could not relrieve a
crucial second and handed the
initiative back to United who
were denied only by Gunn.

He saved from Giggs and

Kanchelskis in quick succes-
sion, then got a foot to deny
Cantona afler a lazy run by the
Frenchman. Ince also crashed
a 25-yarder against the bar.
* Ferguson stillencd up his
side with the lalc introduction
of Bryan Robson who was
booked in the last minute for a
two-footed tackle on Crook.
Ince also went into the book
for pushing Polston in the
melee that ensued.

C e _ﬁ'
suspension

ROME, . Apr 6: Claudio

bunal, the Italian Soccer
Federation announced
. reports AP, e

years.
The. federation made tLhe
announcement alfter a second

test on urine al the
Federation Med Centre in
Rome.

First reports thal a AS
Roma player had failed a drug
test following the March 21
maich with Napoli came lasi
week, and [talian media largely
identified Caniggia - as the

player.
Krickstein wins
S African Open

DURBAN, South Africa, Apr
6: American Aaron Krickstein,
on the comeback trail follow-
ing a broken foot last year, de-
fended his South African Open
title Sunday with a 6-3, 7-6 (98-
7). victory over unsceded
Grant Staflord, reports AP.

Krickstein, playing in only
his second tournament since
the injury seven months
took almost all of the ke)'
points with his more aggres-
sive play in the 90-minute
match.

"My oot was really sore out

there so I'll probably take this
week off before . start nf
the clay cnurt season,”

!(rh:htctn said afterward.

Stafford, a 2]-year-old
South Afrfean ranked 161st in
the world, managed to stay
close, but appeared tentative
on the key points. It was
Stafford’'s first appearance iIn
an ATP tournament final.
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CRYPTOQUIP

DYV 1JMKG’G EHRVLE
ECNHEN NH VECCMF GHY:
“FHB IBGN NLJYD J'I
| K M C H S i H Y CE)

. Yesterday’s Cryptoquip:
‘ HIS JOB BECAUSE HE SPENT
TOO MUCH TIME IDLING:

PATCHER JUST L

LAGGARD CAB DIS-

Today's Cryptoquip clue: | equals M

The Cryptoqui

p is a substitution cipher in which one

letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it

will
words and words using an a
locating vowels. Solution is

equal O throughout the puzzie. Single letters, short

strophe
m trial a

ve you clues to
error.



