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Janata Tower case

Ershad's aide paid Tk 75 lakh

A close aide of the deposed
I'resident H M Ershad yester-
day told a Special Judgces
Court that he had handed over
Taka 75 lakh on behalf of his
boss for the construction of
the multi-storied building,
Janata Tower, in the capital's
Kawran Bazar Commercial
Arca, reporis BSS.

Brig [retd) Sharif Aziz, who
scrved as Privale Secrelary (o
IPresident Ershad (who was
also the Supreme Commandcr
of Armed Forces) belwceen
April 1987 and January 1990,
told the Special Judge's Court
of his role in the transaction of
money o Nirman International
Limited for the construction of
Janata Tower. Begum Raushan
Ershad is the Chairman of
Janata Publishers Limited,
which owns the Janata Tower.

The former general fs the
principal accused in the Janala
Tower case now being hcard in
the Special Judge's Oqurl
chaired by Additional Sessions
Judge and Special Judge Md
Ansaruddin Sikder.

When asked by Attorney
General Aminul Haq what role
he had in the transactions,
Brig Aziz said in three install-
ments (each time Taka 25
lakh) he paid K Z Islam of
Nirman a sum of Taka 75 lakh
in total for the construction ol
Janata Tower. The transactions
wore made during his tenure
as PS to he Supremc
Commander, he said.

Ershad's defence counscl
objucted to a query by the
Altlorney General to the effect
from where Brig Aziz got the
money. The court recordced
the objection and heard the
witness saying that he received
the money from his boss, the
Su Commander.

Brig Sharif Aziz who is PW-
29 in this case is the first of
the five new witnesses who
have been summoned to make

deposition on the prayer of the
prosccution.

Brig Aziz who was retired
[rom the army in February this
year joined defence services in
1968, he informed the court.

Ershad is charged in this
casc with misuse of his official
position and resorting to cor-
rupt practices in procuring the
land on which Janata |owcer is
situaled and also in funding
Lthe construction of Lthe lower
itscll. ;

Construction firm Nirman
International Limited built
Janata Tower under an agree-
ment signed with JPL, . the
court was told earlier.

During cross examination by
Khandakar Mahbub lossain,
defence counsel of General
Ershad, Brig Sharifl Aziz said as
the aide of Supreme Comman-
der he used to organise
mectings between K Z Islam
and his boss. He stated that he
did nol retire on physical or
mental ground and added that
his normal retirement would
have taken another 6 to 7

yuars,

Brig Sharil refectcd a sug-
gestion that he had made the
deposition under durcss to be-
little Ershad politically.

When asked by DBegum
Raushan Ershad's lawyer
Sharfuddin Ahmed Mukul, the
PW-29 alfirmed that he made a
statement to the investigating
officer about the case, but did
nol remember the date. He
said he knew he might one day
have to make deposilion in
this casec.

‘Brig Sharil Aziz admilled
that he has a house in Gulshan,
whose plot he got allotted
from RAJUK in 1988. The sin-
gle unit two storied housc has
been rented out at Taka 67
thousand per month, he told
the court. On being crossed,
Brig Aziz denied to have re-
ceived the plot through per

to Nirman on behalf of boss

suasion. He also rejecled de-
fenee su tion that he madc
the deposition for the twin
objective of saleguarding his
valued propertly and also to be
relieved of legal complications
arising out ol a litigation
against allotment of plots in-
cluding his own one.

A lotal of four witnesses
made their deposition yester-
day. Cross examination ol Lt
Col (retd) Nurul Haqg, member,
cstate RAJUK and the last wit-
ness of the day remained in-
complele.

Till now four former army
officers including three who
worked very closely with the
depused gencral at one time or
other made their depasition in
Lhis case.

Col Haq during deposition
told the court that a plot of
land at Kawran DBazar
Commercial Area was sold o
ATAI, the highcst bid of auc-
tion held in January” Lthis ycar
at Taka 18.30 lakh per katha.
lle said in a similuar auction,
RAJUK sold a plot of land in
the same arca last year at Taka
15 lakh per katha.

- Other wiltnesscs of the"day
included advocate Abdul Wahab
and Mohammadullah, Assistt.
Dircetor of RAJUK.

Advocate Wahab is thc man
who first filed a casc against
Ershad and three others for
misuse of powcr in allotting
Janata Tower plot by lodging
an FIR with Tejgaon thana on
12-3-91. '

He testificd his signature in
the photocopy of the FIR,

On being cross cxamined by
defence lawycers, Advocate
Wahab said he had lodged the
FIIt of his own free will, He
said he had later learnt that
his FIR was baggcd with a
similar case filed by Burcau of
Anli Corruption.

The hearing will resume
today.

Promotion of Sub-judges
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tioners, pleaded with the court
yon the neud o take imnwdiale
clicetive measures to stem the
deterforating judicial environ-
ment. )

"An environment has been
created -among the sub-ordi-
nate judges under which
judges have become scared as
they have becen made to feel
that their promotion and mat-
ters relating to their discipline
lic with Lhe law ministry," he
said, adding "that ought not o
have been the case.”

Article 116 of the
Constitution, which calls for
consultation with the Supreme
Court regarding promotion of
sub-ordinale judges, should be
interpreted in such a manner
so that consultation with the
Supreme Court becomes not
only effective but also mean~
ingful, the counsel for the peti-
tioners pointed out.

"Scared judges,” he empha-
sised, "are worse than corrupt

Assuring a full hearing on
the petition, the court rulcd
that during the next session
the Writ would be heard on the
application itself.

During the session
on the day the court defoerred
Jthc hearing for the alicrnoon
scasion because of Lthe absence
of the AL General

Justice Choudhury noted
that he would like Lo hear the

nt side belore pro-
ceeding with the hearing on
the petition.

Earlicr, on January 3 Allor-
ncy General Aminul llaguc
sought a months time, while
assuring the court Lhat a
solution may be arrived at.”

Seeking more Llime Lhe
Attorney General added that
“there is a likelyhood (hal con-
sullation would Lakc place be-
(tween the President and thic
Chic! Justice of the Supreme
Court.”

On February 2 the Allorney
General sought an exicnsion
and again on Fcbruary 14 he

8 nor'westers
likely this
month

Noth-castcrn region of the
country and Khuina, Darisal
and Dhaka divisions arc likcly
to experience 6 to 8 modcrale
nor' westcrs during the currcnit
month, reports UNB.

A moenthly Mct Office [ore-
cast ycsicrday predicied Lhat
the viher s of the couniry
may also have J 1o 5 moddcral
nor'westers during the poriod

The forecast also said (hat
al least one depression is
likely o be formed over the
Bay of Dengal al the end ol the
current montlh

soughi another month's time.
On that occasion, the hcaring
was adjourncd till April 2,
which being a holiday was held
yeslerday.

Filed by 12 members of the
bar [rom around the country,
the Writ challenged the cxer-
cisc of power by the President
while promoting Sub-Judges
without taking into considera-
tion the recommendations ol
the Supreme Court and the
impugn action of the law min-
istry in allowing two of the
Sub-Judges (o be supcrseded
in the process.

The respondents in the pe-
ution include the Law Minister
and Bangladesh Lhrough the
Cabinet Secretary, the Scere-
Lary, Ministry of Law and th«
Sccrelary, Ministry of Es-
tablisY mment,

Malpractice
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ladesh garments in LSA

The Arm had managed
clearance from the Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB) by
showing forged bill of landing
and invoice, the sources said.

The discrepancy was de-
tected by the US Customs and
they immediately registered a
sirong protest with Bangladesh
authorities.

To the US rmment, the
act of the Pakistani firm was a
sort of "transshi nt" which
is a breach of the textile
agreement between Bangla-
desh and the United States.

On receipt of the US
protest, the Commerce Minis-
try immedialely scrapped the
export license of the firm and
initiated legal action against it.

Bul, according to highly
placed sources, the Commerce
Ministry plan eventually fell
flat as the higher authorities
interfered into he matter and
ordcred “solter action.” The
firm was [ined 675,000 US
dollars to be paid in four in-
stallments and its exports U-
cense restored.

The Pakistani firm paid two
installments and then success-
fully influenced the acthorities
through their legal counsel to
waive paymcnt of the rest two
installments.

Sources said, the higher
authorities last month ordered
the Ministry of Commerce o
refrain from realising the fine
irom the Pakistan| firm.

Mcanwhile, the US author-
tics has recently expressed
anger over the faflure of Bang-
ladesh government in taking
k gal acrtion against the forgery.

The Bangladesh textile del-
cgmiion, during its visit to the

Livtiod Siales last November,
faced ¢mbarrasament a-~ the

US side enguired aboul the
aclions laken against the
Pgkistant hirm
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Professionals
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newh' achicved democrivy was
nol sade in the hands of a sec-
tion of bureaucrats who con-
nived with the autocratic

regime.

The country's professionals
had joined the anti-autocratic
movement with the hope of an
accountable administration led
by the public representatives,
he said.

Prof. Majed said that under
the present administration
sysicm, there was no scope for
accountability to the people
wcause the public representa-
ttves had no share in it.

ile alleged that the gov-
crnment had served show
causc notices on three of the
lcaders of Lhe professional
groups and said that the
statcments and the demands
did not belong to the individu-
als but to four national organi-
sations.

The leaders also alleged
that "certain over-enthusiastic
secrelarics” ol some minisirics
had been active to obstruct the
movement by Lhe profcssion-
als.

There are 20,000 engineers
in the country of which 10,000
arc registcred with the |ED.
The total number of agriculiur
ists is 12,000 of which 8,000
belong to the Krishibid
Institution.

According lo BMA, thure
are 20,000 doctors in the
country of which half of them
arc IMA members. A lotal ol
8,300 doctors arc employcd in
the governmentl's cadre sor
vice, BMA oflicials said.

Opposition call
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March 26 and 28 by resorling
to police action.

This government does notl
Lielieve in spirit and values of
the liberation war, it has bc-
come the subservient of anti-
liberation evil forces.”

The resolution warned that
pcople will never tolerale fur-
ther attack on the spirit of lib
cration war, peoplc’s funda-
mental rights and democracy

Blasts, looting
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at 10 am yesterday
House members sald that

the men who hurled tLhe
cracker at the housc cscaped
immediately .

In another
group of extortionists lootled
Tk 17,000 and lcft threc per
sons injured when they
stormed into the Romroma
Hotel and Restaurant at Groen
Road yestlerday evening

Of the injured, Shamsul
|lagque, 20, was admitlcd Lo
the Dhaka Medical College
losphal [DMCH) with a bullet
injury while two others Ishak,
30 and Siddiq, 20,
rushed to a private medical
clinic,

A resitaurant stall said that
the extortionists carlicr de-
manded Tk 50,000 as toll but
the manager refused o pay.

The ecxtlortionisis opened
gun shots and blasted crackcrs
in the hotel and looled the
cash yesierday, he said.

incident,

o

'amv Min

ground in Mehendiganj, Barisal yesterday.

Bankers asked to expedite recovery

Saifur sees favouritism
in loan disbursement

Finiunce Minister M Saifur
Rahmian yesterday asked the
bankers to expedite the pro-
cessing ol loan-default cases,
specially those involving Taka
25 lakh or more, reports BSS.

lie was addrecssing the di-
rectors of banks and other fi-
nancial institutions at a review
meeting on the banking sector
in the conference room of
Ministry of Finance.

The Minister directed the
banks to prepare monthly
stalements on oulstanding
loans and defaulting borrowers
and asked them to expedite
the process of loan recovery
through coordinated follow up
action.

The Minister regretted that
‘credit goes not where it is re-
quired, but where therc are
connections’,

The Finance Minister sug-
gested the setting up of in-
vestment cclls in all the banks
for prompt processing of in-
vesiment applications.

These cells should coordi-
natc with the branches so that
the applications can be dis-
posed of in a month.

Saifur Rahman said that
[rom now on the [irst two
items in the agenda for board
meetings of banks should be
disposal of credit proposals
and recovery of loans, |le said

there should be incentives for
timely repayments in the form
of discounts or rebates.

The Minister said that
bankers have to be responsible
and responsive to people’s
wcllare. Credit delivery should
be performed on the basis of
character security, rather than
on physical security. The good
borrowers should be rewarded,
and the bad borrowers should
be¢ punished, not vice versa as
is the current practice, he
said.

llc urged the banking
community to develop financial
relationships with the clien-
tcle and undertake creative,
cntreprencurial and mission
oricnied banking for develop-
ing the economy.

Saifur Rahman stressed the
importance of easy availability
of credit in the rural sector for
promoting agricultural activi-
tics side by side with provi-
sions for extension services.
e said there were bottle-
nueks and corruption in the
rural credit delivery pro-
gramme. The situation must be
improved and there should be
[recr flow of credit to the
farmers for activities like hor-
ticulture, pouliry and dafry
Farniing, fodder and feed man-

ufacture, and fisherics, he said.

ist gum HhﬂEdﬂ Zia nddn::si a public meeting at Patl

1

e ——————

SAARC summit
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the <irmmit was called off al
the last moment

When  late  Bangladesh
President Ziaur Rahman
mooled the idea ol the Seven-
Nation South Asian Economic
Cooperation, the concepl was
greeted with a large degree of
sceptictsm by different quar-
ters,

But the utility of the pro-
posal for the economic bene-
fits of the vast multitude living
in the region was gradually
appreciated and the con-
cerned countries eventually
veered towards the view that
the idea bore consequences of
far-reaching positive results.

The officials of scven coun-
tries initially burnt midnighi
oil in preparing the pros and
cons of the regional coopcra-
tion and their unremitting
works reached the zenith
when the SAARC came into
being launehing through the
first summit.

The nascent SAARC made a
modest beginning wilth coop-
eration in sclected arcas but
gradually came to cover a lot of
areas ol dircet benelits to the
common people in the region,

Area analysts say that the
SAARC has over the last few
years blossomed into a mean
ingful economic forum and it is
tim that the group addrusses
itsclf to more hardecore ecco
numic fssues mecting the aspi

rations of the people of the
South Asia,

The seventh summit is ex-
pecied to take up such hard-

core economic matiers in ad- -

dition to consolidating the
gains made so far by the
SAARC.

While the bilateral issucs
are not covercd by the SAARC
arcna, the SAARC gatherings —
either at the heads of govern-
ment or loreign minislers or
even foreign sccretarics level
— have always
sirable opportunity for the
member stales to discuss
rather vexed bilateral matiers,

Such discussions might not
have produced resolulions ol
the pugnacious issucs but cast
a sobering cflects on the over-
all environment in the region,
the area analysts said,

For instance, they pointed
oul, Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia's talks with Indian
Prime Minisicr Narasimha Rao
would focus on such crucial is-
sucs like the sharing of the wa-
ters on the Ganges and with
the Pakistan Prime Minister
on carly rcpatriation of the
"stranded  Pakistanis”™ [rom
Bangladcsh.

The seventh SAARC summit
is ¢xpected Lo provide a col-
lective stimulation to the el
forts lor common gouods by the
slalu s whese ties are
dovalled by oo
. bilateral plarw

Lty b
i slraln -

provided a de- |

$1.6b US aid pa_ckage
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signalled 1t would support
Moscow's long pressed pha to
beenine a member of the in-
ternational trading organiza
tion, the General Agreement
on Tarifls and Trade.

“The US privale seclor as
sistance programme supporis
[fussia’s historic transition 1o
sarket-based economy.” sakl a
White llouse [act sheet on Lhwe

Programimnc

*The United States has
greial deal te gain from a
strong, successful, democratic
Russia,” Clinton said Salurday

. with Yeltsin at his side aflter
| their Arst session. “IL is In our
| interests, and | am wvery en

were |

couraged by_ the things thal
President Yeltsin has stood for
and the fight that he's wag
ing."

For his part, Yeltsin scpa
ratcly told reporters: "For him
[Clinton), what is happcning in
Russia is just as imporiani as
the national interests of
America. You understand
That's very interesting and
pretty unusual

"I am very satisfied,” he

added “You know, wco devel
oped a kind of psychological
perceplion, contact with cach
other desptie the dilference iIn

our ages -

Yelisin 1s 62, Clinton 46

*The DBoris Yeltsin thal
President Clinton mwet with Lo-
day did not look, act or talk
like a politician on the ropes.”
Sirobe Talbott, the presiduni s
chiel adviser on Russia and US
note-laker al the session, said
Saturday night

Chinlon was very imprusscd
with “how vigorous, how rcady
to go President Yellsin scoms
to be,” Talbott said.

As Yeltsin climbod inlo his
limousine at the ¢nd of a two-
hour meeting, Clinton re-
miarked that Yeltsin struck
him “as a fighter,” Talbetl
sald. “The chemistry between
the lwo was very good.”

Russian Foreign Minister
Andred V Kozyrev said Sunday
that if Yelisin did not survive
his struggic with hard-lincrs at
home, “that will mean, W0 my

" mind, disaster.”

=
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people,” she added.

The Prime Minister urged
the people from all walks of
life to resist those who are
hatching conspiracy against

development and existence of |

the country.

UrginF cople to work
unitedly for Euﬂdtng the coun-
try, she said, "The real identity
of all, {rrespective of their re-
ligions and caste is that every-
body is a hi." |

In an oblique reference to
the Awami League, she said
that the ple had rejected
them as tﬂ:;

le in the t during their
ﬁiﬂmﬂ: immecf;:ely after the
liberation.

Begum Zia stressed the
need for maintaining a peacc
in the socicty to implement
devclopmenl activitics.

“If there is no pcace, for
cign investors will be discour-
aged, industrialisation ham-
pered, tradc blocked and pro-

duction halted,” the Prime
Minister said.
Referri to her govern-

ment's development measures,
Begum Zia said that 19-point
programme of late President
Zia is being implcmented in
hases to take the country
orward towards self- rcliance.

In this context, she said
that the government was
working to meet the pcople’s
five basic needs: food, clothing,
housing, education and medi-
care,

Responding to the local
problems, the Prime Minister
assured that Rasik Chandra

and Patharhat Muslim
High School would be nation-
alised. She also said that the
arca would be brought under
rural electrification pro-

Ea:lh.:r. the Pgme Minister
planted a sapling at the college
premiscs.

Water talks: Govt
failed to realise
rights, says JP

By Staff Correspondent

The Presidium of Jatiya
Party at a meeting Saturday
expressed grave concern at
the situation arising out of uni-
lateral withdrawal of water by
the Indian government from
the -

It also criticized the gov-
ernment for its failure in real-
ising the rights of the country
in recent water talks saying
that Jatiya Party was able to
realise 34 thousand cusecs of
waltcr during its rule while the
BNP government failed to re-
alisc cven 10 thousand cusecs.

The JP Presidium also crit-
icized the proposed South
Asian Preferential Trade Agr-
cemcent [SAPTA), which is
awaiting approval of the Se-
venth SAARC Summit and said
that il the agreement was
implemented Bangladesh will
be flooded with Indian goods.

The Presidium mecting
presided over by JP Senilor
Vice President Mizanyr Rah-
man Chowdhury was addrc-

' sscd, among others, by JP Par-

liamentary Party lcader Ba-
rrister Moudud Ahmed, MP,
Sirajul Hossain Khan, Sunil
Gupta, Shamsul Huda Chow-
dhury, Major Gen (Retd)
Shamsul Huq, Col (Retd) M A
Malcq, Sarder Amjad Hossain,
Dr T | M Fazle Rabbi Chow-
dhury, Skeikh Shahidul Islam,
Abdus Sattar, Begum Syeda
R.zia Fayez and Barrister
Anisul Islam Mahmud.

2 killed as rival
Sharbahara

parties clash

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Apr 4: Two ac-
tivists of Sarbahara Parly
Kamrul group were killed last
night in a gunbattle with its ri-
val Hug group of Purbobanglar
Communist Party.

According to pelice, the
iwo 'outlawed’ groups were
locked in clash yesterday at 1)

at South Narayanpur, 13
mmlrﬂ from Jhenidah.
About 30 rounds of shots were
traded between them during
the clash.

The victims of the gunbatile
are: Abdul Khaleq, 38. of
Kushobaria village and. Oliar
Rahman, 30 of Laksmipur vil-
lage of the district.
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Relief airlift to
Sarajevo resumes

SARAJEVO, Apr 4: The humanitarian airlift to Sarajcvo
resumecd today with a Canadian C-130 arriving from Ancona
on llaly's Adriatic coast, at 7:59 am (0559 GMT), reports AFP.

Israelis urge govt
to open talks with PLO

JERUSALEM, Apr 4: About 1,000 Israelis took to the

streets of Jerusalem to urge

their government to opcn talks

wilth the PLO and establish peace quickly, reports AFP.

Diarrhoea takes

7 more lives

Diarrhoea claimed seven
more lives and attacked 1,534
people in 24 ‘hours till 9 am
yesterday, reports UND.

Diarrhoca Conirol Room
sources in Dhaka said that with
the new deaths, the toll rosc
to 1,552 since the outbreak of
the discase in early January.

Of the latest deaths, four
were in Laxmipur, two in
Jessore and one in Jhalakati.

Sheraton
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Relevant officials of the
seven nalion SAARC arc due to
reach Dhaka April 6, the
Foreign Ministers April 7.

The heads of state or gov-
crnment are expected to ar-
rive April 8-10, the sub-com-
mittee sources informed.

According to the committee
sources, the incumbent
Chairman of the SAARC
President Ranasinghe
PPremadasa of Shri Lanka ar-
rives April 8 while Maldives
President Mamun Abdul
Gayoom, King of Bhutan Jigme
Singe Wangchuk and Pakistan's
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharifl
reach April 9. Indian Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao
comes April 10,

The SAARC summit was
first planned for December 12
and 13 '92 then for January
12-13 this year. But both the
schedules had to be cancelled
as Indian Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao's was unable to
allend because of his preoeccu-
pations at home.

As on the previous occa-
sions, securily teams of the
SAARC countries are now
checking the Sheraton Hotel,
thc hotel management said
and added that such teams
from India and the Maldives
had completed their checks in
the past of

The hotel management had
stopped taking new boarders
since a month ago and the
present boarders have been
rcquested to depart from the
hotel April 6 at 12 noon from
whe;i none but the persons
concerned with the summit
would be permitted entrance
into the hotel with valid
passcs, officials said.

Fresh arrangements at the
hotel would incur no additional
expenditure as all necessary
steps had been taken prior to
the posiponed summil dates,
an said.

No change in the hotel's ar-
rangement to accommodale
the SAARC Icaders and officials
has been made and nothing
added to the previously ex-
tended facilities, carricd out as
part of the hotel's cxpensive
renovation programme, an of-
ficial stated.

To accommodate the
SAARC VVIPs, the Dhaka
Sheraton has provided for each
head of state or government
and his/her entourage equal
facilities on each ol the seven
floors, prepared for the sum-
mit VVIPs, o isers said.

On each floor, they added,
similar suits have been readied
to accommodate the heads of
states or government and ac-
cordingly similar suits have
been allocated among the FMs,
sccretaries and others.

A government source said
that the twgp-day SAARC sum-
mit programmes would wit-
ness a minor change — the
banquet to be hosted by Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia would
now be held at the Sonargaon
Hotcl instead of at the earlier
decided venue ol Scnakunja.
The change has been made
fearing inclement weather. the
source mentioned.

Lanka
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mal consultations on the eve of
the ncxt annual SAARC 5Su-
mmit which has been fixed for
April 10 and 11 in Bangladesh.

The proposed emergency
summit is also expected lo
prevent the spreading of
volatile issues with possible
cross-border repercussions,
Shri Lankan officials said.

Cemmunal mhn in one
country could repercus-
sions in a number of neigh-
bouring countries and such a
situation could lead to outside
interference in the region, a
senfor official satd.

Face to face discussions by
SAARC lcaders could avoid es-
calations of such events and

revent crisis from s
onc's borders, said.

SAARC, founded in 1985 1o
boost regional economic and
political cooperation, now
groups India, Pakistan, Nepal,
Bhutan, , Shri Lan-
ka and the Maldives.

. BSS from Chit

Sharif supports
Ishag's move for
reelections

ISLAMABAD, Apr 4: Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif agrced
Sunday to sup President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan's bid for
re-cleetion, ho to settle a
political impasse that threat-
cied to topple his govern-
ment, an said, reports AP,

“There has been a mutual
lack of trust and conlidence,”
said Sharif's close adviscr
Petroleum Minister Chaudhry
Nisar Alf Khan.

“But’ we feel the worst is
yiow over. We will convey our
decision to the president.”
It was not known whether
the president accepted the
peace offering.

BJP renews
campaign for
fresh polls

NEW DELHI, Apr 4: Indian
Hindu revivalists, buoyed by a
court verdict hing the re-
cent dismissal of one of four
Hindu nationalist state gov-
ernments, have renewed their
campaign for new elections,
reporis AFP,

Lal Krishna Advani, leader
of the main opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), or
Indian People’'s Party, said
Saturday that Prime Minister
PV Narasimha Raoc had lost the
moral authority to rule follow-
ing the verdict.

FM inaugurates

Diplomats’ Assoc

The Foreign Minisicr, Mos-
tafizur Rahman, yesterday inau-
gurated The Diplomals’ Asso-
ciation of Dhaka’ at a function
here, reports BSS.

at a function tp
launch the association, organ-
ised by the diplomats working
with the foreign missions the
Foreign Minister bricfed them
about the forthcoming SAARC
summit.

The diplomatic personnel
in the foreign missions
launched the association with
the objective of crealing op-
portunities inieraction among
themselves and organisc dis-
cussions once a month whcre
gucst speakers would be in-
vited.

Such associations are there
in all the capitals with the
membership drawn from
among Lhe diplomats begin-
ning with the number two and
those junior to him in the mis-
sions. The ambassadors do not
become members.

Diplomats of all the forvign
missions in Dhaka joined t
association. The embassics of
the USA. China and Japan took
the inilialive 10 organise i

Slum fire

Froni poage 1 ool 7
spread rapidly in the whole
slum arca, built 40 years ago”.

Some influential people had
built 167 houses on the land
named Lalmath Slum, Peara-
bagh, and the slum dwellers
had to pay Taka 150 to 250
per house as monthly rent,
slum dwellers said.

Most of the men in the
slum are rickshaw-pullers
while the women work as maid
scrvants, they said.
lagong says: A
fire which broke out at Momin
Road here Sunday gutted 20
thaiched houses and other

property.

The fire caused an esti-
mated loss of about Taka five
lakh, Fire Service source said.

The cause of the fire was
not immediately known.

Chi Newspaper [law-
kers Multi-purposc Coopcera-
tive Soctety leader Monir
Ahmad in a separate statcmoent
said Sunday night that 19
newspaper hawkers were
affected in the fire incident at
Momin Road. These hawkers

a lamp, witnesses said
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