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Bangladesh Leal Tobacoo Co
Ltd [BLTC) was floated in
1979, starwed exporting toba-
¢co In 1981 and the
president’s third class trophy
for excellence In ex tn
1986-87. That's the -rul
way af describing HLT'I story
of success.

“We also hope to feteh the
trophy for 1991-92 because
our export earning for that
year was the highest for
whacco', Agha Yusul, Chairman
ol BLTC said.” the was
aboul Taka 16 crore”. "Our first
export was (o China; last year
we exporied tobacco to USA,

UK. Laps, Russia, and
Helgium®, Yusufl sagé
the expansion of BLTC's

market.

"We have further plans for
exploring the markel. We will
soon scl up a green leal
tobaceo [GLT] plant to met
hoth the greater demand and
quality of the global market®,
the BLTC chalrman said.

BLTC will bear the cost of
the GLT plant from the
company s own fund as it
discouragey bank loans The
company s aggressive business
strategy has pul it as one of the
highest quoted cpmpany in lhr
llhahu Steck Exchange (DSE). 7~

Today, s Tk -100-share sclls
at Th BOO BLTC management
also earmed the DSE trephy in
1983 and again tn 1986,

The net divisible profit of
BLTC was 34.37 lakh for the
year ending December 31,
199 1. Not that it only cares for
profits, ILTC also cares for the
enmvironment

"Dur company is the only
one in the world which has set
up a factory at Man that
uses natural gas for producing
high quality [lencured
tobareo,” Yusul said, "natural
gas has replaced fuel wood and
coal thus climinating environ-

mental pollution”. _
"Export of lobacco has a
hﬂﬂ‘lt future for Bang
Iulliﬂh Yusufl said.” if given

the right encouragement, the

Agha Yusuf

cxport of this item can fetch as
much as 500 crore within a
time span of four from
the present total tobacco
export figure of Tk 28 crore”.
Yusul may sound too opti-
mistic, but considering the
fuct that tobacco production
has declined sharply due 1o
high labour cost in Thailand
and South Korea, the figure Mt
in comfortably.

"But government's support
is vital for any cxport cxpan-
sion,” Yusuf said, "even the
most developed countries like
USA and Japan provide subsidy
to the tobacco scclor. USA
provides one dollar subsidy per
kg of tobacco production and
Japan provides nine dollar
subsidy per kg. India also ado-
pted similar practices. Then
why not us?” An entreprencur
who is the highest tobacco
exporter of the country
certainly has a point, especially
when he feels tobacco export
has a bright future for

Bangladesh.

Messrs Popular Jute Exchange Ltd,
Narayanganj

Popular Jute Exchange Ltd
was able to play a leading role
fri exporting raw jute during
1the ﬁH'H]. 1968 -87. This com-
pany exporied 2.00 lakh bailcs
of jute worth Th 57.28B crore
in 1984-85, 2.564 lakh bales of
jute worth Tk 42.75 erore in
1985 -86 and 3.44 lakh bales
worth Tk 48.59 crore in 19886-
RT.

Pepular was awarded the
President's Trophy (fifst class)

for traditional goods category
in’ 1986-87,

Though its export figures
show that the earmning declined
inn 1986-87 than those ol pre-
vious two . iis volume In-
creased during the time.

Popular also contributed to 156
per cent of the tolal export
carning in the traditional
goods. catégory. It also showed
significant success in expand-
ing the market abroad.

Bangladesh Export Import
Company Ltd

Bangladesh Ex Import
Company Lid, trading in the
non-tradittonal goods exported
2] lakh kg ol frozen foods
worth Tk 37.97 crore in 1986-
B7. The amount was the high-
est for the non-traditional cat-
cgory. For this extraordinary

success, the cnmﬁﬂy was
awarded the [first

dint's Export Trophy in thc

non-traditional category for
1986-87,

During
1984-85 and 1985-86, it ex-
ported 23.36 lakh kg worth Tk
26.43 crore and 18.49 lakh kg
worth Tk 28.9]1 crore respec-
tively. This shows that al-
though the company exported
less in volume in 1985-86, it
carned more foreign exchange.

Bengal Leather Industries Ltd

Hrn?ul Leather Industries is
one the few industries
which have undergone a mod-
ernisation scheme for high
value -added export.

It exporied 75.76 thousand
square feet of finished leather
worth Tk 24 46 crore during
19686-87 and toppéd the list of

finished leather exporters.
It also received a 1986-87
second eclass President's

Export mhy for its role in

. of non-tra-
diﬁnnal Item: Leather
also exported finished leather
of Tk 14.50 crore and Tk
14.82 crore during 1984-85

and 1985-86 respectively.

Messrs Friends International

Fricinds international was
awarded na sccond class
President’s  Export Trophy in
non-tracditionad category for its
plencering reler in exporting
hosfery domds In 1986 87,

Hosicry prslucts arc a new
addftion fo readymade gar-
ments ¢ t;rnrt

During 1984-85, Fricnds
Internatt aud exported 54000
dozens ! hosiéry Hems and
carncd Tk 1.25 crore. In the
following ycars, itls carning
shot up by many folds. In
1985-86G, the caming reached
Tk 3.53 crore from where it
went up 1o Tk 11.17 crore in
IQHE-B?

MemmMgladeshExportsLtd

iLimticrafis were generally
neglorted as an export carning

scctor, Bl Bangladesh Exports
Lid canw forward vigorously in
this sector and showeg bril-
Hant restits. In 1984-85, it ex-
ported handicrafl goods worth
Tk 46.47 lakh. The Nigure was
Tk 1.64 rrorc in 1985-86 and
T™ 2.13 erore In 19896-N7.

As Bangladesh Exports: Lid

topped all the handicrafts ox
porting cnterprises, it got the
President’s  Export Trophy
third cluss tor 19868-87 for
non -traodil lona b iteims,

The feores also show that
Banghwlc -h Exports Lid con
tributed 1o 17.668 pur cenf of
the total corning from handi-
crafls export,

Messrs Export Trade International

Export Trude Interhational
expurted Th 4809 crore
warth of jule goods during
T4RG-87 amd topped the Hst of
jute goods gxporters. Daring
shis period, its velume of ex-
porl was 15,000 metric tons.

This vompany carned Tk
45.33 crore the previous year,
1985-86, contributing -lo 'six

per cent of the tolal earning
from jute goods. Export Trade
International has been lauded
for its endeavour in market
expansion

It revcived President's
Export :-Trophy (third class) for
I1986-87 for non-traditional

iltlﬂl-h

Monno Ceramic Industries Ltd

Monno Ceramic Industrics
has carned its [ame in the in-
‘terpmtional market for its ce-
ramic and

The inm

market is a highly competitive
one. Despite that Monne
Ceramic earned Tk 1.08 crore

?ﬂf‘?ﬂl‘lﬁl its products in

the previous years of |

BLTC's Giant |
W

——

—

1 Qamrul with a

Award Gives xport

national level
The first class trophy

by Staff Correspondi:nt

ITH the distribution of the Prestdent's Trophy and Certificates In Prinne Miniisicr Khaleda Zia on March 3 among 32
exporting houses for the years 1986-87 1987 B8 1988-89 and |89 90, the country's exportiers have reasons to feel
quite encouraged and inspired.

The President's Export Trophy was introduced in 1978 o give recogntiion
make valuable contribution to the national economy

The trophy aimed at creating enthusiasm and fair compe
two firsi class, two second class and four third class (wards
ia given, one for Lthe export of traditional flems and anolher for non-traditional tems.
The classification of the Lrophy was done afler analysing a number of lactors

o the exporting houses which will be able to
through exporting Bang ladesht goods.

titlon amony Lthe exporiers, industirialisis and businessmen at

The export growth rate of the ﬂm1

nru-nhltm has been compared with the overall and sectoral growth rile lor the years for which trophies were given. Eac

company's growt

market and Lapping new markets.

The reciple

nts of the trophy were : Mcssrs Popular Jute Exchange,
Co Lid, first class, 1986-87; Messrs Bengal Leather Industries Lid, secondd

Hrst « hvss,

! i.l"'l"'h-

h rate has also been compared with its previous two yeins growth Other major factors include expansion of

1946-87, Messrs Bangladesh Export Impont
| 986 K7 Mcssrs Friends Intermnational, second

class, 1986-87, Mesars Bangladesh Exports Lid, third class, 1986-B7: Mos s | xport Trade International, third class, 1986-87,;

Mesars Monno Ceramic Industries, third class.
James Finlay PLC first class, 1987-88; Messrs Meghna Sea Foods Lid, fir o1 class,
1987-88; Messrs Transcom Ltd, second class,
Mohammad and Co Lid, third class,
Messrs Liberty Impex, third class,
1988-89, Messrs Friends International Ltd, second class,
1988 -89; Messrs Salch Carpel Mills Lid, third class,
Envoy Group, third class, 1988-89; Mesars Core the Juie Works, third cliss,
class, 1989-90; Bangladesh Export Import Company Ltd., first class,
Tanne

class,

|989-90; Mecssrs Apex

1989-90: Mesara N R Kniting

, sccond class,
ilis, third class,

1987 -BR: Mossrs KlVs Goarnunis Lad,
1987 -88: Mossrs [Dhaka |
1987-88, Mcssrs M M Ispa

1989 -90 Mesars Lasoco Lid, third class.
1988 90 Messrs Karim Loesithoers Lid,

1986-87: Mesars DBanglad b leal Tobacen Co, third class,

ani, RArsi o Lss

1 Gy M)

1986-87, Mesars

| N7 -B8: Mcssrs Apex Tannery Lid, second
third class, 1987-88: Messrs Nur
ind and M.nuiacturing Company Lid., third class,
| 98K BD. Mcessrs Apex Foods Lid, first class,
1988-89; Messs hngladosh Export Import
|OR8-89: Messars Monoo € cramic Industries, third class, |988-89: Mcssrs
188 KO, Mossrs Popular Jute Exchange Lid, first

Moessrs KiDS Garmwenis Industries, second class,
1989-90; Messrs Conexpo, third class,
third class,

1987 -88:
, second class,

1989 -90,

An Interview with DGM, James Finlay

Interviewed by Nurul Alam

"

sense of professiona-
lism, competitive out-
look and vision of
market diversification heclped
our company to earn laurels”,
said the Deputy General
Manager ol British-owned
company James Finlay PLC,
Qamrul Islam Chowdhury who
received on his com ‘s be-
hall the "President’'s Export
Trophy” recently for its com-
mendable tea export perfor-
mance in 1987-B8.

In an exclusive interview
with The Dafly Stan Qamrul
confidently claimed his com-
pany's success in producing
and exporting good liquoring
tea having a natural {lavour.

"Finlay does not give much
emphasis on appearance
rather than on flavour because
tea 1s meant for drinking”, said
beam adding
that "we want to make Assam
medfum-type tea which helps
precpare a good and flavoury

"We are competing with
other traditionally known

companies of the country lo
sell our tea both at home and

abroad ', he also said.

James Finlay known as a
hundred per cent sterling
company earned Tk. 102.4
milion in 1987-88 fNiscal year,
almost 9 per cent of the coun
try s total export earning from
Ica, by exporting 25.,70,457
kgs of tea. Above BO per cent
of Finlay's ed tea went Lo
UK markets, | informed.

Hesides, James Finlay cx’
poried its tea to Pakistan,
China, Australia, New Zcaland,
Oman, Qatar, UAE, Saudf
Arabia, The Netherlands,
Malaysia and Japan, he also
informed saying thalt "now we
arv trying to enter more for-
eign markets particularly in
Poland, Russia and Iran”.

Finlay made all the exports
in cash but not on barter sys-
tem, he added. Turning to
market diversification the
DGM said, Finlay had staried
supplying packet tea which is
straight packed [rom the
garden to keep the [reshness.
Finlay installed on November,

92, a timber treatment plant
which operates commercially

in addition to its project of
rubber plantations over two
thousand hectares of land at
S+ Mongal, Sylhﬂ the DGM
alno said,

Qamirul I.am Chowdhury

_ Apart from these, James
Finlay set up a plant to manu-
facture 'instant lea’ by utilising
the waste tea which were used
to be destroyed earlier, he
ndded. First of its kind in the
couniry the high-tech plant

built at a cost of Taka three

crore with an installed capac-
ity of one lakh kgs of lca, want
into production in August, 9]

to meet the exclustve markets r

of "instant tea” in USA and UK,
he also added.

James Finlay, which at
least 20 tea gardens' in
Bangladesh producing about

21 cent of the couniry's
produetion, wundertook
some programmes (o mod-

ernise (ts factorics as well as
to replace the aging gardens to
reduce the cost of production.
@amrul said, adding that the
gardens now are wil url aver-
age yield 1516 kr.-r
hectare, But the lanu yiclkding
less than !ﬂmtp on an av-
crage will be replaced In
phases within 1997 as the
company is expecting the yield
. per heclare,
@amrul informed. When asked
about recelipt of the
"President’'s Export Trophy”
his company, Qamrul said,
"the move is really encouraging
for a genuine exportier 1o get
more inspired with the infu-
sion of dynamism into thce
business”

Banylade sh leather has great demand abroad

The earning is considered
very significant as the same
company itsell exported goods

worth only Tk 2.49 lakh dur-
ing 1985-86. The latest result
shows ils aggressive type of
cxport programme,

For its role in promoting a
very uncommon item like ce-
riundc, Monno Ceramic Indus-

lries received a 1986-87 third
class President Trophy for
non-ltraditional items.

Messrs Bangladesh Leaf
Tobacco Co

Bangladesh Leal Tobacco
Company has been playing a
leading role in the export of
tobacco. The export earning of
the company was Tk 83 lakh
in 1985-86, In 1986-87, this

figure shot up to Tk two crore.

It rmiw:d the President's
Trophy (third class] for 1286-
B7 for its excellence in the

export of nen-traditional
items.

Messrs James Finlay Plc

James Finlay Plc is a known
name as an exporter of tea.
This company exported tca
and collee seeds worth Tk
7.70 crore in 1985-86, Tk
7.27 crore in 1968-87 and Tk
10.24 crore in 1987-88.

During 1987-88, this com-
pany alone added nine per
cent of the total earning from
lea exporl.

James Finlay is specially
lauded for ad@ing tea bags and
coffce sceds on its export list.
it is also praiscworthy that it
expanded {ts market and
fetehed good prices at a time
of worldwide slump in tea
markek- For its excellent per-
formance in traditional flem
James Finlay Ple got the 1987-
88 President's Trophy, first
class.

Meghna Sea Foods Ltd

A non-traditional enter-
prise, Meghna Sca Foods Lid
cxported [rozen foods worth
Tk 49.98 crore in 1987-88. Its
comitribution is calculated to be
12 per cenlt of the total earn-
ing from [rozen foods sector.

its export earnings in the

previous years of 1985-86 and
1986-87 were Tk 31.79 crore
and Taka 32.29 crore respec-
thvely. _

It b the 1987-2*¢
President’'s Trophy, first class,
for export ol non-traditional
itcms.

Juie !ndustry on der!!ne hul nof ﬂ-eryfhmq is lost

Messrs Transcom Ltd

ing consiiluted nine per cent
of the f(otal export carning
from export ol jute goods.
Transcom has been able Lo
keep its exports stable despite
a slump 1 world jute markel.

Messrs Transcom Lid has
been playing a leading role in
cxporting jute goods, In 1985-
86. this company exported

jute goois worth Tk 16.80
crore. lis export figure in
1986-87 siood at Tk 75.4]
crore.

During 1987-88, Transcom

exported jute goods worth Tk
72.18 crore. Its 1987-88 carn-

For its oulstanding
mance, Mcessrs Transcom Lid
received the 1987-88 Presi-
dent's Trophy second class, for
non -traditional ftems.

Messrs Apex Tamiery

Messrs Apex Tannery plays

djur role in exporting fin-
iahf.. leather for more value
addition. This company ex-
poried leather worth Tk 21.35
crore in 1985-86, Tk 22.76
crore in 1986-87 and Tk

35.17 crore in 1887-88.

It added eight per cent of
the tolal export earning from
lcather. H got the 1987-88
President’'s Trophy, second
class, for export excellence in
non-traditional items.

Messrs KDS Garments Ltd

Mess1s KDS Garments
Industrics has always been
playing « leading role in the
exporl of readymade garments.
It has bovn able to keep its ex-
port rising since [|985-86
when fts cxport carning was
Tk 22.7) crore. In 1986-87,
ils carming rose to Tk 31.44
crore frem which it further
rose to Ik 39.54 crore in

1987-88. 1is 19B7-8B8 perlor-
mance shows that KDS
Garments Lid contributed to
three per cent of the total
earning lrom cxport ol gar-

menis.
For fts quick ¢xpansion

of trade. KDS Garments Lid
received the 1987-88 Proesi-
dent's Trophy (third class), for
non -traditional ftems.

Messrs Nur Mohammad
and Company Ltd

Nur Mohiimmad and Com-
pany Lid showed its excellence

by expoiting an ilem like
salted and dehydrated fish.
In 1985 88, this company

exporicd the ftem worth Tk
1.48 crore. The earning in-
creased almost by twe lolds in

1987 -88 wnd stood al Tk 2.88
crore,

For its oulstanding perfor-
mance in dehydrated and salt-
ed fish +xport, Nur Moham-
mad and Company was awar-
ded the |1987-88 President’s
Trophy third class for non-
traditionad flems.

perfor- |
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Apex Tannery
Journey to Success

197% with the disinves

by Inam Ahmed
PPEX tannery that ment, we had 0 reduce wet
A started s journey in  bluc lcather” Then In 1983 a

led unit, Orient Tannery, has

now achieved a key position in
leather business.

As a recognition to its inde
i igable endeavour, the Apex

Manxur Elah

the
1 990-

Tannery was awarded
President's Trophy for
9] and 1986-90.

The chairman of the tan-
ncry, Syed Manzur Elahi in an
interview with The Dafly Star
sald Apex Tannery (AT), with a
iwo-year technological lead
over iis local rivals, has built
up & 18 per cent share of the
country’s 130 million US dol-
lar leather export business per
year.

"Our nearest rival controls
only 1.4 per cent of the ex-
port”, Elahi said.

"We are now going finished
leather goods production”, said
Elahi who is also a former

t of the Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry.
combining superior
techno with cheap local
hide, AT become the coun-
try's highest value-added fin-

leather .

Over the t 15 years, 1t
has successfully allied 1tself
with leather specialists from
Italy."

"But in the beginning, the
journcy was not as smooth as
it 1s now”, Elahi said, "as the

tannery had backdated equip-

taka six crore modernisation
P Ogra e wilth H‘I“‘PI. bank
kaan was taken jor producton
ol crushed leather.

It was also atl that ttrme Chat
the company was made a pub-
e limited company. At that
lime the paid-up capital of the
com was Th | 8] crore,

Later. in 1986, AT under-
wenl another modernisation
programme [or conversion o
finished leather at the cost of
Th four crore. This time the
lotal cost was realised [rom
the public by issuing 17 per
cent convertible participato
debentures each at par of 13
2000

This is the first time that
such convertible debentures
had been floated by any com-
pany in Bangladesh™, Elahi
said, “options were there that
those whoe want to convert
Lheir debentures into shares
could do it in 1990." So when
the time came. almost all
debentures holders converted
them 1o shares adding annother
Tk two crore to the paid-up
capital thereby pushing it up to
Tk 3.8] crore. “To arcumulate
more capital and W0 avoid
short-term debl. the com jpany
offered 1:1 righis issuc and

raised its pald-up capitald W Th

7.82 crore In 1992, Elahi
saube]

Elahi that AT will
benefit from lower dcbt in

1993 while the margins will
grow with more top grade

lcather sales in 1993 and
1994.
It is estimated that the

profit after tax payment of the
company will be Tk B8 million
in 1992-83 from Tk 28 million
in 199]1-92.

"Leather export has a
tremendous [uture for expan-
sion,” Elahi said, “government
must encourage the tanncrs to
go for more value-added prod-
ucts. Government should also
concentrate on developing
ltvestock in the couniry for
both production and leather
supply to the Indusiries”, he
added.

Messrs Dhaka Dying and
Manufacturing Company Ltd

Dhaka Dying and
Manufacturing company had
played a key role In exporting
specialized textfles products.
Its export proceeds showed a
steep rise since 1985-86 when
its earning was Tk 32.47 lakh.
In 1986-87, the figure rose to
Tk 1.67 crore and in 1987-88,
it was Tk 1.75 crore. It has

achieved significant success in
securing good price per unit of
c¢xports and also widened the
market for Bangladeshi fabrics.

For its piloneering role in
the field. Dhaka Dying and
Manufacturing was awarded
the President's Award third
class, for 1987-88 for non-tra-
ditional items.

Messrs Liberty Impex

Liberty Impex has achieved
significant progress in the ex-
port of fresh vegetables. During
1987-88, it has exporied veg-
ctables worth Tk 1.49 crore.
This achievement was possible
when there was a slump in

both the production and ex-
port ol vegetables.

Not only that, Liberty Impex
has been successful to bag a
higher price for each unit of
ex ; -
It has been awarded the
1987-88 Prestdent's trophy,
third class, for exporting an
item that {s both promising
and non-traditional.

(a) President's Export Trophy
for the year 1988-89

1) First grade trophy for traditional items :
(a) MM Ispahani Ltd, Chittagong

Ispahani Limited has got
the President’s Export Trophy,
first class for the year 1988-89
for its outstanding contribution
to Lthe export of tea.

It has carned foreign cur-
rency worth Taka 11.82 crore,
15.62 crore and 20.42 crore
by exporting tea in 1986-87,
1987-88 and 1988-B9 respec-
tively., The growth rate in ex-
port was, however, 32 per
cent in 1987-88 and 39 per
cenl in 1988-89.

The growth was not only in
cxport earning, but alse export
quantity. It exported 20.06
lakh tea in 1986-87, 35.39
lakh kg in 87-88 and 29,58
lakh kg in 88-89 [iscal year.
The growth rate was, however,
8.1 per centl in 87-88 and 9
per cent in B3-89,

pahani Lid earmed 13.47
per m:-nt ol the total export
earnings by the tea sector in
1988 K9.

B

(b) For non-traditional items :

Apex Foods Ltd, Chittagong

The Aywx Foods Lid has got
the Preskbent’'s Export Trophy
of class ¢vw lor the year 1988-
B9 for i+ suweess in exporting
frozen kxels.

It canwd foreign currency
worth Taki 43.17 crore in the
sald ycar by ¢xporting 15 lakh
kg frozen foods. The earmings

were 1tk 22.41 erore and
4011 crure in B8-H7 and B7-
BB fiscal years for exporting
10,74 and 16.41 lakh kg
frozen foods, Altheough the
quantity of cxport reduced in
19688-89. the exporlt carmnings
of the company showed an in-
Crease.

(2) Second grade trophy
(a) Friends International
Limited, Dhaka

Friecnds International Lid
gol the President's Export
Trophy of sccond class for the
year 1988-89 for its success in
cxporling hoslery ilems

In 1986-87 the company
carned a tolal of Taka 11.17

cror: by oxporting 3.49 dozens
of hosicry tlems. The cxport
ftircased to 4 .50 lakh doecns
in 87-88 and 6 lakh dozens In
HH-F9 accounting for increascs
it the export carnings ol Tk
|6/38 crore and 25 587 crore
respoctively

(b) Bangladesh Export Import
Company Limited, Dhaka

langladesh Export Import
Company Lid took the lop v
silion by exporting jute yu
and twinec worth 38.42
crore in | OHB- 86

The amount of export was,
howewver, 14.404 melric tons
during the poriod

The amovint of export and

Continucd on Page 7



