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8 Y 3: Taiwan came
out of the shadow
of their puﬂrful
Asian neighbours

m Friday to reach

the semiflinals of the Asian

Badminton Championships

here for the first time, reports
AFP.

A highly-char
tory over Tha

preliminary
in the 30,000 US dollars tour-

nament saw Talwan achieve
their best international team
result.

“It is our best performance
on the international stage. [t
has take a long time in com-
ing,” said a delighted Talwan
manager Huang Ren-Ji Jie.

Taiwan will meet bad-
minton powerhouse China in
their semifinal today.

Hot favourites Indonesia
will take on Malaysia in the
other semi.

As in the preliminary
rounds, the semifinals will be
played on a Thomas Cup for-
mal with three singles and
two doubles matches.

So long overshadowed by
their more powerful Chinese

cousins, Tatwan finally entered
the limelight mainly thanks to
a magnificent win over South
Korea on the opening day,
Wed .
Their doubles combination
Gou Hsin-Ming with Yang
Shin-Jeng, and Horng Shin-
Jeng with Huang Chuan-Chen
— propelled them to a narrow
3-2 win over the Korcans, and
proved invaluable again against
Thailand, Friday.

After Talwanese number
one Lee Mou-Chou had con-
ceded the first singles to Thai
Sompol Kukasemkij, 15-7, 5-
15, 3-15, doubles pair Gou and
Yang levelled the score by

d 4-1 vic-
in their last

Group B encounter

beating Pramote
Thirawiwatana and Sakrapee
Thongsari 15-9,15-13.

Tatwan's number two sin-
gles player, Lin Wel-Chen  then
defeated Teeranun Chinagta
17-14, 15-12 in a nail-bitting
match to give his country a 2-1
lead.

Taiwan's second doubles
pairing, Horng and Huang
clinched the tie, and a scmifi-
nal berth, by defeating Sompol
and Kasemak Chatuchinda 15

7. 15-5
1;::1: conlident of en-
tr:ring the semf-linals espc-

n'-inll;g.ar aflter the way we had

ALLAN BUDI KUSUMA

played against South Korca
earlier in the tournament,”

said Taiwan manager Huang,
INDONESIA

MARCH ON

The Indonesian Juggernaut
continued (o stcamroller the
opposition, thrashing South
Korea 5-0 in their imperious
march into the semilinals.

Taiwan's best showing ever

HONG KONG, Apr

Indonesia, who took
preliminary Group B without
losing a match, dominated the
Korean as thcy came a step
closer to an expected f[inal
showdown against arch-rivals
China.

With their top three sin-
gles players, Heryanto Arbi,
Allan Budi Kusuma and Ardy
Wiranata in perfect touch, the
Indonesians have so far faced
few obstacles in the tourna-
ment.

World number two Arbfi,
currently the hottest player on
the circuit, hammered Park
Sungg Woo 15-7, 15-6, while
Kusuma defeated Le Yong Sun
15-8, 15-6.

Wiranata did not let up the

pressure, although the match
had already been decided by
Indonesia’'s doubles pairs by
the time he set about his 15-7,
15-3 win over Ha Tae Kwon.

Indonesia’s semifinal op-
poncnts, Malaysia, were beaten
5-0 by China in the final
Group A game,

Although resting their top
singles player, Foo Kok Keong
and doubles specjalists Soo
Beng Kiang, the Malaysians
new generation of badminton
players did not let China have
it all their own way.

Up-and- cumlng teenager
Yong Hock Kign and Ong Ewe
Hock were the pick of he
Malaysian team as went
down fighting in the singles to
Chinese world No. 9 Wu

Wenkai, and Wan Zhengwen
respectively.

India meanwhile, will meet
Singapore in the Division two
[nal, today.

India defeated arch-rivals
Pakistan 5-0 in the semi-finals
while Singapore booked their
berth with an equally convine-
ing 5-0 win over Shri Lanka.

BONN, Apr 3 :
German league
leaders Bayern
Munich's hopes
of sealing a re-
cord title suffered
another setback on Friday
when they were beaten 2-0 by
struggling Wattenscheid, their
second defeat in a week,
reports Reuter.

A superb, long-range eflort
from G international Ali
Ibrahim in the 70th minute
and Polish striker Marek
Lesniak's overhead kick eight
minutes later gave relegation-
threatened Wattenscheid two
valuable points.

were unbeaten my
this season until last Sunday’s
3-1 loss at Hamburg,.

But the Bavarians, who a few
days ago boasted a four-point
jead at the top, are now in real
danger of losing their pole po-
sition.

Second-placed Werder
Bremen would go level on
points with a victory at home
against 1991 champions
Kaiserslautern today and could
take over at the top on goal
difference if they win by two
clear goals.

German national team
Libero Olaf Thon was the only
ph to shine for Bayerm. The

ence looked nervous and

their midfield lacked imagina-
tion, German World Cup cap-
tain Lothar Matthaeus rarely

ring. -

Coach Ribbeck is looking
around for a new striker to
boost his side. Judging by for-
wards Roland Wohlfarth and
Bruno Labbadia's disappointing
form on Friday, the Bayern

LOTHAR MATTHAEUS

coach needs to start spending
his money quickly.

“After the defeat at
Hamburg | said we played well
but were unlucky to lose.
Today we played badly and fully
deserved to be beaten.”
Ribbeck said. "Thon was the

-Bayem suffer second setback

only player to perform at his
normal level.”

EINTRACHT DRAW

Malta's former national
team trainer Horst Heese, who
took over as caretaker coach at
Eintracht Frankfurt on Wed-
nesday, saw his new side draw
0-0 at Saarbruecken despite
playing most of the match with
10 men.

Midfielder Rall Weber was
sont ofl in the 37th minute af-
ter his second foul of the
game. But Eintracht, who are
now three points behind
Bayern in third spot, survived
to bring a positive end to one
of the worst weeks in their
history.

After a 3-1 home defeat by
Borussia Mocnchengladbach
last Saturday, Eintracht lost 3-
O to Bayer Leverkuscn in the
semifinals of the German. Cup
on Tuesday, prompting lormer
coach Dragoslav Stepanovic Lo
resign.

"l am particularly pleaged
that we battled hard when we
needed to," Heese said. "We
started well but the game
changed completely alter the
sending ofl.”

Borussia Moenchengladbach
thumped mo Dresden 5-1
ln the only other gamc on

N o more wild celebratlons

RIO DE JANEIRO,
Phel Apr 3: Brazils re-
fcrees have been
ordered to clamp
down on players
performing tL-b
orate dance routines to cele-

bratc coring a goal, reports
Reuter.

Namesnik never
had 1t so good

NASHVILLE, Tennessee,
Apr 3: Olympic silver medalist
Erte Namesnik far exceceded

his expectations on Friday
when he won the 400-metre
individual mediey title at the

US spring long course national

r"

championships, reports
Reuter.
Namesnik, who finished

second in the 400 [M final at
Barcelona, clocked four min-
utes, 17.13 secpnds in the
event to beal Dutchman Mar-
ced] Wouda

1 just came to this meet to
salvage my secason and | ended
up winning a national title, |
couldn't be more ecstatic or
motivated for the Ffuture.’
Namesnik said

The US record holder in
the 400 IM said he wants 1o
continue competing through
the 19904 World Champions-
hips iIn Rome and maybe the
1996 Atlanta Olympics.

1 know | have a few good
swims in me.” he said. "] never
really made a full commitment

Other winners were Jon
Sakovich in the 200-metre
freesiyle In 1.5) 49 and 18-
year old Kristine Quance. who
capiured the womens 400
meire individual mediey title
in 4:42.08

In the past month Brazil has
been swept by a craze in which
players celebrate by forming a
group and then performing
choreographed routines, some
of questionable taste.

Four Flamengo players per-
formed a routine on Sunday
which would not have been out
ol place at the Moulin Rouge in
Maris.

Corinthians players have
introduced various style, in-
cluding the 'kangaroo dance,’
in which they hope In time
down the pitch one after the
other in a line. Another Corin-
thians routine resembies a rain
dance

Uniao Sao Joao players cel-
ebrated a recent goal by lining
up and then going through a
series of crab-like movements.

Other celebrations include
dancing the lambada with the
corner flag and ‘telephone
ceicbrations,” where the pla-
yer picks up the public tele-
ﬂhﬂ-rw which most stadiums

ave behind the goal and
pretends to make a call.

But Brazilian Football
Confederations refereeing di-
rector lvan Mendes said refer-
ces had been told o class such
celebrations as ungentlemanly
conduct and punish offenders
with the yellow card.

“They keep inventing new
things. If we not call a hait.
there's no telling where this

might stop.”

VASCO UNDERMINED

Mcanwhile, Vasco da Gama
lost a 34-match unbeaten re-
cord in the Rio de Janeiro
Championship when they went
down 1o a surprise |-0 defeat
against Americano on the
provincial leams notortous
pitch.

Vasco were simply unable w
play their normal game on
Americancs bumpy, pot-holed
ficld and there were so many
long kicks upficld that the ac-
tion al times bore more re-
semblance 1o rugby than soc-

Am:rk:nnﬂ forward Pelica
scored the vital at the end
of the first hall and the second
hall was marred by constant
time-wasting by Americano
players.

The minor teams in the
competition are often accused
of deliberately keeping their
pitches in poor condition to
prevent more skillful teams
from playing well.

Brazilian veteran Junior
launched an attack on the state
of pitches after twisting and
ankle in one of the holes on
the same Americano piich 18
months ago.

It was Vasco's first defeat
in the competition since
November 1991

Hamilton stops

Jose Colon

NEW YORK,; Apr 3: Sulaiman
Hamilton successfully de-
fended his heavyweight open
division championship Friday
by stopping Jose Colon in the
New York Golden Gloves
Championships at Madison
Square Garden's Paramount
Theatre, reports AP

Hamilton, a 20-year-old se-
curity guard from Brooklyn,
NY. improved his Gloves
record to 3-0 and handed
Colon his first defeat in four
Gloves bouts.

Hamilton: became the ag-
gressor in the second round
and Colon twice received eight
counts before the fight was
stopped with 10 seconds left

Ten minutes after the fight,
Colon developed trouble
breathing in the locker room
and passed out. The 23-year-
old Brooklyn boxer was revived
immediately and taken to St
Vincent's Hospital.

in another bout, 19-year-old
Joseph Quiambao of Jamaica,
NY. rallied to stop 25-year-old
Manuel Torres of Brooklyn and
win the 108-pound open dmi-
shon.

opening
qualified to the semi-finals
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Salem
Mansdo

Israel’'s Amos Mansdurf makes a hackhand return tu

ld number one American
Sal n tennis semifinal at Osaka, Japan yesterday.
stunned Courier with a 7-5, 7-6 (7-4) win.

Jim Courier during the

— AFP photo

ROK to bid for 2002 WC

SEOUL, Apr 1:
South Korea, boa-
sling experience
as the 1988 Oly-
mpic host, will
bid to stage the
World Cup soccer tournament
in 2002 jointly with rival
North Korea, sports officials
said Thursday, reports AP.

Culture and Sports Minister
Lee Min-sup reported the co-
host plan to President Kim
Young-sam. Ministry officials
said they would seek talks with
North Korea on the idea.

"If we host the international
event with North Korea, it will
greatly contribute to easing in-
ter-Korean tension,” said Kim
Jung-nam, managing director
of the Korea Football Asso-
ciation.

Kim said an organising
committec would be formed

A devil indeed

HHACKENSACK, NJ, Apr 3: A
23-year-old man who wears a
hockey puck costume as the
Ncw Jerscy Devils tlcam mas-
col is accused of molesting
three female vendors during
gamcs, prosecutors have an-
nounced, reports Al

Brad Ebben of Mendham
was rcldased on his own ree-
ognizance after appearing last
month fn municipal court in
East Rutherford where the
Devils play their home games,
I3¢rgen County  prosecutor
John Fahy said I'riday.

The incidents occurred
during Ncw Jersey home
games Feb 28, March 5 and
March 7, Fahy sald. The

women scll food and beverages

in the aisles during the games.

Ebben allegedly grabbed
one vendors breast with the
glove he wcars as part of his
"Slap Shot” costume, Fahy
said. lle also allegedly grabbed
the buttocks of another vendor
and allegedly touched a third
female vendors hair, back and
face inean offensive manner,
Fahy said.

Two complaints ol criminal
sexual conduct and one of ha-
rassment were [iled. The
charges will be presented to a
grl.ng_}urjn

If indicted and convicled on
all charges. Ebben could face

1-2 years in prison,

The team has sus pcnded
bben, Fahy said.

East Bengal rout
Victoria SC

CALCUTTA, Apr 3: Defen-
ding champions, East Bengal
stormed into the semifinals of
the eighth Airlines Gold Cup
football tournament when they
pulverised Victoria Sporting
Club of Bangladesh 6-0 in a
group-A league match at the
Sali Lake Stadium here yester-
day, reports PTI.

The strong East Bengal for-
wards showed little mercy as
they blasted three Is in
each hall and missed several
other chances in a completely
one-sided match.

Captain Kuljit Singh, Tausif
Jamal, Subir Ghosh, Chibuzor
and Baichun Ghutia were the
East Bengal scorers while the
first was a same-side goal. The
Bangladesh outfit never even
got a close look at the East

Bengal goal.
East Begnal will now play

arch rivals Mohun Bagan on
Sunday to decide the Group-A
cha

mpions. Mohun Bagan, who
thrashed Victoria 5-0 in their
match, have also

from the three-team group.

‘a sports ministry

next month to win public sup-
port, as Seoul did for the 1938
Olympics.

But Kim said sports officials
worried about a possible North
Korean boycott.

"So we need full govern-
ment support to create a favo-
urable atmosphere,” he added.

In 1991, the two Koreas
opcned sports acro-
ss the heavily armed border
and fielded their first united
team in world table tennis and
youth soccer champicnships.
But the Cammunist N 0 e
since cut off such exchanges
for political reaso

Tensions have increased
over North Korea's decision
March 12 to withdraw [rom
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty and over their refusal to
allow intermational nuclear in-
spections.

"A feasibility study on our
plan has been completed,” said
, Spea-
king on condition of nnnny
mity. He sald Seoul is ready to
stage the World Cup tourna-
ment alone {f Pyongyang refu-
ses o cooperate.

Kim and other sports offi-
cials said South Korea would
have no difficulty in building
soccer fields for the tourna-
ment.

"Other nations like Japan
are going ahead to host the
World Cup, but we are not
worried because a three-year
period will be encugh for

fons,” Kim said.

The host nation will be de-
cided in 1996.

South Korea also is bﬂdin;il
to stage the Asian Cup Footba
Championships. in' 1996, The
host nation will be decided
April 29 in Singapore by the
17-member Asia Football
Confeceration.

Peter Velappan of Malaysia,
the AFC's secretary gencral,
reportedly supported the co-
host plan during his visit
March 28-31 to inspecl South
Korea's soccer facilities,

+ winning
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Courier falls, Chang wobbles

5 OSAKA, Japan,
Apr 3: Fifth-seed-
ed Amos, Mans-
dorf, overcoming
a poor first serv-
es, shocked Jim
Courier, the world's top-
ranked player, in the semifinal
match Saturday, setting up the
finals with Michael Chang in
the dirs 500,000 Salem Open
Tennis Tournament, reports
AP.

Mansdorf of Israel, ranked

36th, in the world, scored a 7-
5 7-6 (7-4) triumph over
Courier in two hours’'
on the hard court of
Tennis Center in western

Mansdor{ broke the third
and 11th games and Courier
broke back the fourth game of
the first set.

After tying 3-3, Mansdorf
jumped to a 6-4 lead before
winning the second’ set tie-
break at 7-4.

Mansdorf hit 43 percent of

his first serves

Courier's 54 percent.
“l didn't serve very well

nday. 1 p not as well and

EEC
re——

against

MICHAEL CHANG
he (Mansdorf) played much

better,” said Courier.
American Chang, second-

seed, had the tough match
against French qualifier
Stephane Simian before
downing him 6-2, 3-6, 6-3.
Chang said, "1 had a few
opportunities to break
Stephane 1in the second set
but | wasnt able to convert. In
the second set., he was down
0-40 and | wasn't able to con-
vert there. That could be a ma-
difference in a match like
. The second set was,
by one break as was
the third. It just goes to show
that it's not necessarily how

many points you win out there,
but which ts, which can

determine if you win or lose
match.”

American David Pate and
Glenn Michibata of Canada beat
Chang and Japan's Shuzo
Masuoka 6-3, 3-8, 8-3 in the
doubles semifinals.

The winning pair meels
American Mark Keil and
South Alrican Chrislo van
Rensburg in the finals Sunday,

5 HILTON HEAD,
South Carolina,
Apr 3: Stefli Gral
will meet Gabri-
cla Sabatini and
Jennifer Capriati
carned a showdown with
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario after
the top four seeds rolled into
the semifinals of the 750,000
dollars Family Circle Magazine
Cup tennis tournament on
I'riday, reports Reuter.

The top four kept all their
quarter-final matches short on
a cold, windy day, with each
in straight sets.

Top seed Graf had the easi-
est time reaching the semifi-
nals as she continued to fine-
tune her cldy court game.

The German world number
two gave American teenager
Chanda Rubin a 50-minute
tennis lesson on the way to a
6-1, 6-2 win,

Gral, who had not played on -

clay since last July, has im-
proved with each match.

T'm playing much better,”
noted I}rnf whu lost her serve
just once in the match.

“The first day | was awful.
When you're playing your first
clay court tournament you
need a longer time to get into
-

Second-seeded Sanchez
brought unseeded German
Sabine Hack back down to
earth with a 6-2, 6-2 thrash-

Hack, who reached the final
in Houston last week, had
continued her upset run here
by taking out two seeds in one
day on Thursday. Hack run
picked off fifth seed Manuela
Maleeva Fragniere and 13th
seced Gig Fernandez, before
running into the fourth-ranked

Spaniard, who was just too
much for her.

Fourth seed Capriati, who
tumed 17 earlier this week
fought a tough first set
with Amanda Coetzer, before
moving down .the South

Top four advance to semifinals

Alfrican in the second for a 6-4,
6-0 win.

"The main thing was that |
stayed patient the whole time,”
said Capriati, whose impa-
tience led to consecutive carly
round losses In her last two

tournaments.

"When it got tight in the
first set, | didn't just totally
lose it and start going for it
and try to end the game.”
Capriati said.

Sabatini had the toughest
quarter-final opponent in
sixth-seeded Bulgarian Kateri-
na Maleeva. But the oulcome
was the same as the third-
seeded Argentine cruised to a
6-4, 6-2 win to take her
expected place in the final
four.

This is the fifth women's
tournament this season In
which the four top seeds safely
reached the semifinals.

"This is probably what
should happen,” Sabatini said.
"It makes a good tournament.”

Dream run of a reserve side

BERLIN, Apr 3:
Hertha Berlin's
TrEseErve team
were Thursday
savouring a trend
for German foot-
ball underdogs to come from
lower and lower origins,
reports AFP.

Last year's German Cup was
won by a Second Division side,
Hanover 96, who enjoyed a
moment of glory in this sea-
son's European Cup Winners'
Cup. But even they have been
outdonc by Hertha who beat
Chemnitz 2-1 on Wednesday to
rcach this year's domestic cup
final.

The Berlin team are ama-
tecurs, as well as reserves to
the Hertha side which per-
forms unimpressively in the
Bundesliga Second Division.
Banned from using profession-
als, they have still claimed
some impressive scalps on the
way to the final.

Before Chemnitz they beat
cup holders Hanover 968 and
First Division Nuremberg.

"We have been dreaming of
the final, but we have to admit
we werc a bit lucky,” said
coach Jochem Ziegert, who
added that team celebrations
would be allowed to go on until
the weekend. Then it is back
to the regional amateur league.

In front of 56,000 fans, the
latest chapter of the Amateurs'

| fairytale started four minutes
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into Wednesday night when
18-year-old Carsten Ramelow
put Hertha ahead. Sweeper
Sven Meyer headed the second
goal. Though Chemnitz pulled
one goal back from a Steflan
Heidrich penalty, Berlin
Gritted their teeth to reach
the June 12 final against First
Division Bayer Leverkusen.

Leverkusen have already
beaten the Hertha Berlin first
team in the quarter-finals of
the competition.

Ziegert commented: "We
had our backs to the wall in
the second hall, and Chemnitz
always looked s. But
we were able to hold on.”

All Berlin was celebrating
the unlikely heroes on Thurs-
day. Ramelow, scorer of the
first goal which has made him
the hero of the night, said:
"Anything is pnnll:ik- in the fi-
rﬂ L]

Amateur teams can com-
pete in the German Cup so
long as they do not [ield a
player with a professional con-
tract.

A victory in the final would
throw the Hertha reserves into
the spotlight of next magn':
European Cup Winners Cup
against the crstm of the conti-

« nent's professional sides.

If the dream that far,
.the German Football Fede-
ration might be persuaded to
let Berlin use some profes-
sionals from the first team.

Leverkusen, who made it
through to the final on Tuesday
by beating Eintracht Frankfurt
3-0, are taking the Berlin
threat seriously. Leverkusen
coach Reiner Clamund watc-
hed Hertha's match and said;
"Berlin are at the peak of form.

should not be un-
derestimated.”
" 'In last season's cup final,
Hanover 96 beat Werder Bre-
men, holders of the European
Cup Winners' Cup. Bremen got
their revenge in the first
round of this season's Europe-
an tournament when the two
teams were drawn against each
other.

Big day for
bettors

LONDON, Apr 3: British bet-
ting shops, expecting thefr
busiest day of the ycar on
Saturday, have estimated that
people will wager 60 million
pounds (92 million US dollars)
on the Grand National sieep-
lechase race, reports Reulter.

"Filteen million pcople will
have a flutter on the big race,”
sald a spokesman for Ladbro-
kes, one of Britains biggest

betting shops.

"The race is a national insti-
tution and draws Lhe biggest
:foﬂng audience of any cvent

| year,” the spokesman ad-
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Yesterday's : YESTERDAY, THE POPU-
LAR BASEBALL PLAYER ND HIMSELF IN A FOUL
MOOD.

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: Z equails G
The p is a substitution cipher in which one

letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it

will equal O th
words and words using
lauﬂumeh.inhﬂm

the puzzle. Single letters, short

‘::o:mhe ve rnu clues to



