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MTV : Turn it on and just

waitch what happens. . ..

ABLE TV has been aro-

und far well over a dec-

ade now, but let's admit
that it is still considered to be
a great luxury to the world
over, least of all Bangladesh.
Thanks to the STAR TV
network in Hong Kong, now all
you've got to do, to enjoy 24
hours of music, films and
sport, is to dish out several
thousand taka — get yourseif a
satellite dish and sit in front of
the TV set until your eyes pop
out or the set gets busted.
Which ever comes first.

I'm not go to waste time
and energy telling you how
many channels are available,
you all probably can list them
of the top of your heads by
now. Personally, 1 prefer to
keep MTV on all day, i | don't
get thrown out of the house for
disturbing the peace and tran-
quility first: But sometimes,
that is not such a good idea,
especially if you are the naive
sort who consider Music
Television to be a family chan-
nel. Yes, unduubt:d}y, it is
great to flaunt in front of
friends and relatives when
they come to visit and it
smooths out the awkward si-
lences between small talk be-
fore and after meals with
them; but trust me, you would
rather share usecless gossip or
swap incorrect weather re-
ports, rather than watch
scenes our censor board would
have necver permitted while

your feet tap along to the beat
of the music in front of these

highly conservative, highly
baring and very unwanted
guests! Solution simple —
change the channel. Thank

heavens for a real family en-
tertainment channel which you,
can switch to during emergen-
cies like this (note, that only
as a last resort would you opt
to turn off the whole set).

by J. G De Costa

Right.
But enough about that life

goes on without chatshows. At
least for the lucky few such as

it not filled with snatiches of
everything from rap to pop,
which show up in my head like
last ajr waves on a radio
Nevertheless, ['ve been giving
a certain issuc a little bit of

'A R8AL MTV UNPLUGGED !

myseclf. But where would 1 be
(I'm being sincere this time)
without music? A mental home
E:rhaps. if my mind were to

come pre-occupied by an

emply humming sound, were

thought recently and 1 think |
just might be right. MTV does
not close the gencration gap'.
It lodges itself in between like
a wall which looks down on
both side and says, :mugl}'

Jump me i you can.” Parenis
have an antipathy to music
videos like they would to your
best [rend if they found out
that he/she was a junkie.
you're unfortunate enough to
have both at them of home
while you're watching a show
you wouldn't miss if you were
getting married in five min-
utes, the following scenarfo is
S0 lypical,

Father; Turn this noise oill
I'm trying to read the paper,
but thanks to you, all I've read
{s the headline about five times
over,

Me: (aside] Why can't he
read the per somewhere
else? [ 'wonder {f the moon is
quiet enough for him. (Aloud):
Daddy, nothing else has been
added or taken away since you
read it this morning.

A story silence, broken only
by the soft pluckings of a guitar
on the TV, prevails.

Enter Mother.

Mother: | want you to lay
the table for dinner.

Me: In a minute

Twenty minutes later dur-
ing a commercial break.

Don't you guys think RE.M
are great. Father and mother
exchange glances, Father
props up a pillow behind his
ncck and is snaring hard in
the next instant. Mother gets
up to go and lay the table for
dinner herself, while 1 settle
back to finish off this weeks
edition of MTV unplugged.

Autobiography
was borm on 31st July,
1827 when Miss Ruby As-
hley died. She was only
nineteen years old when she
died. So | was quite a young
ghost. When her funeral ended
| was finally free to explore the
world on my own. | found it
comiortable to roam in the
dark. | was very curious about
nature and wanted to see and
know things. | found it very
amusing that [ could see
everything and no one could
sec me. | also found my power
of passing through solid doors,
walls, trees etc very handy.
Contrary to widely held
popular belief ghosts do get
hungry! My favourite dish is
‘khutza’ a delicious st food.
| made quite a lot of friends af-
ter | came to this
Other spectres both young and
old took an _instant Hking to
me as people liked the former

me. They called me Smiley be-
cause | always had a s on
my face. Some of my friends

were Snoopy who had a bad
habit of snooping. Then there
was S who was a bit mad
and there was a sweet,
baby spectre who died at birth.
There were also quite a lot of
ghost rabbits, cats, dogs and
birds. We used to throw parties
on very dark nights. We also
had shops, schools where
younger ts were educated.
I mysell did not attend the
school as | was busy enjoying
myselfl. Us, ghosts also held
games with other ghosts from
other graveyards. The ghost
world was altogether fun, ex-
citing and full of interesting
happenings and characters.
There was peace and con-

DHAKA SATURDAY,

by Fariha Kamal

tentment within us.

Living peacefully, | became
restiess and wanted excite-

One night, before Christ-
mas, | visited the home nf}:
t

inside | saw two small
dren thinking udlL of all the
luxuries that their father could
not afford. | decided to deo
them a good deed. | hurried to
a store, packed an evening
dress, two frocks and an ex-

pensively cut suit. next
destination was the store,
I stuffed turkeys, sherry
wines, candies and other

dishes in a large basket and |
went to a tree shop. | chose a
little fir tree already deco-
rated. Then | went back to the
house. | quietly stole inside,

kept the in the living
room and spent the night

there. My main intention of

staying overnight was to sece
the Johnsons' reaction to my
presents. In the morning all of

.them came down and the fa-

ther was the first one to say:
"Where did these things
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Ghost of Ruby Ashley (Part I)

come from? Ol God Anna,
Linne am | dreaiming?

| could see it in their eyes.
that they were very happy.
Then the mother said: "1 don't
think fit's right for us to have
are not ours.”
touched that |
pulse without
1 satd: "It ie

and
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silence then the

Can’t stop it !| A
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= " His past, full of fear and hopes.
Full of determination to win the war.
Not only Jor independence, but also for being
independent. |
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Hls-past utters the sound of warriors.

His past shouts with joy of winning the war.
Deep down in my soul, I hear a moaning,

My

heart is busy with

thoughts of future.

What will I be? What can I be?
What will this society make me to be?

Deep down in my soul, I hear a moaning.
I am trying hard but I can’t stop it.

* "“Tasin, you liar, ldlot
numskull. Just because you
have a NACI girlfriend

doesn’'t mean you have to

support everything they do. -

Anyway you weren't present
in the 1991 debates. And

they never did call me
Shahruk what his name.
From Mr J Alamgir”

# Dear Sags.
Hmuﬂmtymmlaym
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t Dear Sagheer

Have an awesome won-
derfully fantabulastic, radi-
cal birthday!

Seems it runs in the
family; looks like you and I
are finally getting some-
where {if you know what [
mean)

Love, Flzzy.

‘# Dearest Ad-non-Rock,

Hope to see the Ivy
League graduate, Paris-
based cosmopolitan
winning the FA Cup In
Monte Carol dressed iIn
Armani!

In other words, hope you
get all that you desire.

Love, And!

‘& Dear Kashfi (Tithi),
Loadsa’ love on your

T!uuéh a belated one.

Hope I'll always wish you |

belated birthday forever.
Ever yours

* Dearest Kalim
Secret Admirefm
You desperately need

Naira Khan.

——

byASK,&BF,JGC&FK

Why?
Why Not?
But Why?
Because.

The Sun
Age- 500 million years

Did you know that...
..ith

called the Moon.

SUHAR PROFPULE

Marital Status- Single. It's too hot to handle!!

. it is the hottest star in the universe
day and night by 13 followers
+ it has a British tabloid named of ter it

- &t might, it prefers, for some strange reason, to be

Apﬁl Jool weelkend

RIDDLES

Working hard for her whole
life,

Beautiful flower gardens her
haunts;

She is mu.king something
valuable,

Sweeter even than delicious
candies.
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You'll go that way,

I'll go this way.
We'll soon meet
At a beau (bow)] spot ¥

yses y

Bent over when filled,
straight when empty.

Arithmetic above, play in a
swing below.

jueid 20U ¥ °

A tiny tot, this girl:
Her name — Miss Ruby Red.
Clad in a skirt of scarlet,

A pice, the price on her head.
She burns mouths and brings
lears;

In this she's unequalled, with
no peers.

Ao P

Let me narrate a story, my son.
It flew away without feathers
and wings,

With only a thread tied to its

neck.
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| Wacko Jacko's Family

Courtesy — Anondomela
Translated by — Sagheer Bin Faiz

HEY were always diffe-

rent from any other bo-

ys of that age. In the
evening, everyone else would
dump their schoolbags in a
corner and run out to play.
Even the boys in the town of
Gary were like this. But they
were different, the Jackson
brothers were different. The
boys at school decided they'd
sneak in and see exactly what
they did in the evenings. They
were all amazed. In the
evenings, the tiny Jacksons
were singing relentlessly in
their second floor apartment.

Crane driver Joe never in .

his wildest dreams thought
Michael would be so talented.
To tell the truth, even the
Michael Jackson of today
hadn't expected so much. The
1969 hit "I Want You Back”
made the Jackson Brothers
overnight stars, The five
brothers would go out in a mo-
tor car every weekend, would
sing like mad for 2 days, and
then on Monday, they'd turn
up at school.

In his first programme in
1968, Michael attracted the
attention of famous songstress
Diana Ross. That started his
phenomenal rise. "Jackson 5"
left the town of Gary for
Callflornia. Even though the
other 4 were famous enough
Mickey became a MEGA star,
They were 6 brothers and 3
sisters. Dad Joe used to play

the guitar, but mom Catherine
wasn't very much in touch with
music. Jacky, Tito, Jermaine,
Marlon, Randy and of course
Michael set California on fire.
Among the sisters, LaToya and
Janet were also amazing
prodigies. LaToya never

, reached ,great heights but

Janet is now turning America
inside out.

its amazing how one family
could harbour so many prodi-
gies! No one had any doubts
about Randy's talents. But he
couldn’'t become as famous as
Michael. To the teens In
Europe and America, "bubble-

gum idol” Michael is the best.

However, he’s had to pay the
price of fame. His childhood
was lost in the prison of guard
dogs and electrical fences.
That may sound like prison,

but they were actually security

measutes, He's led a very
protected life in that sense,
hasn't he?

¥

That man's annoying me.’
? He's not even looking
at you.'
'l know. That's what's an-
noying mel”
L B
Mavis fell in love with hcr
boyfriend at second sight
the first time she didn't knﬂw
he had any money.
a8
‘It it true you've fallen in
love with Dracula?’

'Yes. It was love at first bite.’

‘My! How fangtastic!
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BRIBRE BEE

Who

litre of water"?
When was

Who was John N
Which is the

Roman Bellona.

10. Where is Beaufort Sea?

®

Answers for 20.3.93

's larges
Name the Greck goddess war, identified with the

Name the smallest state in USA,

the first human heart transplantation?
Who said A drop of heney can attract more bees than a

defeated and exiled to St Helena?
Where is the Brandenburg Gate?
What is the currency of Turkey?

t museum?

Ans 1. The French architect L'Enfant Pierre Charles.
Ans 2. The science of maintaining and cnuhglng public

documents.

Ans 3. King Farovk.

Ans 4. Param Ulr Chakra.
Ans 5. Thailand.

Ans 6. Actium,

Ans 7, Neptune.

Ans 8. Ca

k

Ans 9, North coast of Victoria Land, Anta-tica.
Ans 10. Wise beyond one's years.

Compromise

by Tabib Mugtada

my friend.
"No, let's go t6 Wim-
py's. We haven't been there for
a long time; it's also about
lunch time, and my stomach's
starting to grumble”, 1 said.
"But | really want to go the
park today, and we haven't
been there for a long time”
replied my friend. "No, No, No
I don't want to go to the park
for the last times, now let's not
get in to a big argument, and
lets go to Wimpy's" | shouted
back.

I just seemed to affect him
somehow because now his face
was turning red. His black-as-
coal eyes stared at me with
uncertainty of what to say next,
His dark black hair started to
sway [rom the wind which was

1" E‘T'Sgutuﬂupark
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coming from the half open
window now. His black, red
swealy hat was now in his
fhands from his head.

"I still think that we should

o lo the today because
sun is shining bright and |
want (o go there” he replied in
a soft but direct voice which
meant he wasn't going to give
up.

Suddenly a wonderful word
struck my mind. So 1 said,
"Iley, how about a
‘compromise’. We [irst go to
the park, play there, and then
go to Wimpy's for lunch”.
"Yeah, why didn't we think of
that before. Well now, no use
wasting time let's go” he said.
Then in about 10 seconds we
were out of the door, in the
car and oll.
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