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HE satellite communica
tion has caused a signi-

I ficant impact on the

broadcasting media landscapes
of the world, particularly in
South-Asia region. With the
continual thrust of satellites in
the orbit, the system of
communication got its
breakthrough from region to
region and continent to
continent. This electronic me-
dia has democratised our en-
tertainments worldwide and
freed the ON THE AIR services
of the international broadcast-
ers to the individuals of the
world.

The satellite services has
got some significant advan-
tages over the terrestrial net-
works. For example, an entire
couniry can be covered [rom
the first day of the satellite
service, whereas the construc-
lion of the terrestrial transmit-
icrs may take many years.
Moreover, the reason for the
dominance of satellite services
is that the direct-to-home
iclevision 1s more cost eflec-
tive because of universal cover-
age. Also, the satellites are
transparent to both analog ahd
digital signals. That is why,
from US to India and Japan to
Indonesia, satellite broadcast-
ing is emerging fast. In view of
the pivotal role of the satellite
communication in the modern
world, it is high time to make
a broad-based review on the
eflects of satellite broadcasting
in south Asia region.

First of all let us focus on
the reactions ol some Asian
countries other than

In Japan, about eight mil-
lion households subscribe to
NHK's Broadcast Satellite (BS).
Moreover, in Oct 1992, a
communication satellite has
been launched by MTV of USA
as a musical channel in Japan.
Inspite of this international
broad casting invasion, the
Japanese terrestrial TV sta-
tions are not much worried
about the threat of satellite
competition. According to
Japanese network experts,
they are not expecting any
negative impact in the next
few . The main cause be-
hind this confidence is that
they have developed strong
capability to offer their own
better programmes to their
viewers. - sl gk

In Hong Kong, the arrival of
satellite TV caused some
mixed reactions among the
terresirial broadcasters.
According to Hong Kong gov-
ernment owned channels, the
arrival of Star TV caused
minimal impact on the audi-
ence figures and advertising
revenuc. However, the private
channel owners of Hong Kong
are more concerned about the
future, especially if Star TV
started broadcasting in
Captonese on three of its [ree-
to-air channels. In view of this
apprehension, the Hong Kong
Govt. decided to impose li-
cense for satcllite receiver, Pay
TV etc. and will explore new
avenues to help the private
channels.

In Indonesta, TV broadcast-
ing started over 30 years ago
and now 95% broadcast cover-
age of the nation is being done
by its own satellite "Palapa”.
The Indonecsian broadcasting
policy and its effect on the
public are considered in the
context of national develop-
ment. Regarding the foreign
channel choices, the
Indonestan Ministry of
Information has made it clear
that foreign TV broadcasters
will not be allowed te beam
their programmes to
indonesia. But this situation is
going to change with the

Govt's recent "Open sky™ pol-

In India first the 'video
threatered the existence of
stale run TV the Doordarshan’
(DDA}, then came the Cabie TV,
But the DDl was still confident
of retaining its No. | status.
Now the race of international
viewership has started in
India. Several TV networks are
rushing tc bring their pro
grammes into the drawing
rcoms of Indtan households.

These arce possibly due the
presence of a large number of
- satellites over Asia. The ATN
(Asia Television Network)
claims to be the first trans-
conlinental Hindi language
Direct Broadcast satellite TV
service with the target audi-

ence of indian origin residing

in the Asian continent. Neow
more developments are
threatening the situation Now
the Indian viewers with satel-
lite dishes are tuning to the
loreign channels like CNN and
Star TV. The satellite nctwork
has stuck a deal with Asia to
day. The proliferation of Asian
channel competitors has
scrambled them tlogether and
the programme providers ad
vertisers are confused that
who are their particular view
ers. This channel scrambling
caused some adverse eflect on
the revenue of terrestrial
broadcasters

In india the advertisers are
running after the satellite pro-

grammers and cable operators,

because the audience is being’

diverted to these trends. But
the Indian officials don't fcel
threatened, bccausce they be-
lieve that advertisers will not
be able to pay the foreign net-
works in local currency. They
also claim that advertisers to-
day are more interested in ru-
ral market as their urban mar-
ket is already saturated.

In Pakistan owning of dish
antenna 1is opcen to  all.
Moreover, a number of cable
operators in [Dakistan and
Middle East arc making que
for transpondcrs from Asia Sat,
South Koreca, Taiwan and
Thailand don't allow individu-
als to own salcllitc dishes and
in Malaysia and Singapore only
state owned instilutions are al-
lowed to instal dishes but they
arc considering to allow cable
operalors and Pay TV.

Bangladesh entered the
satellite communication net-
work via the INTELSAT quite a
long time The first live TV
coverage

in 1975 by point-to-point in-
ternational connection through
satellite communication. The
programme after being re-
ceived by our Betbunia earth
station was fed to BTV trans-
mitter and thus for the first
time the people of Bangladesh
experienced the viewing of
international programme live.
In a small but populous courrtry
like ours, this satellite broad-
casting system has given a
tremendous reach of dissemi-
nating audio-visual information
to the people. If we meview Lhe
past of our broadcasting, we
can sce that, since its libera-
tion in 1971, Bangladesh in-
herited some significant lead
at least in one area — the "TV
Broadcasting”, which most of
its neighbouring coun.ries
could not think of at that time.
Our broadcasting goals, con-
tent and its effects on our
viewers are considered in the
context of our national politics
and socio-economic develop-
ment. In the past 28 years ol
BTV services, very few pivolal
changes took place in the
broadcasting landscape of
Bangladesh excepting some
organizational changes. Ycars
together most of our viewers
arc confined in a single chan-
nel transmission. And though
BTV authority does not want to
admit it but it is true that a
large chunk of its vicwers are
bored with its rammes.
With the debut of some
ncighbouring TV channels the
viewers of our bordering belt
were able to pick up the TV
signals other than BTV broad-
casting. The viewers of those
area were investing in boosters
and high power antennas for
recetving DD programmes and

now il has becomme a common
practice in the countryside.
Thus the foreign programme
[ascination has already started
in our eountry. This reaction
hastened the process of official
consideration of our nation-
wide broadcasting network.
The national objectives of this
expansion are to bring abdut
cconomic emancipation and
gradual changes in the life
style of the teeming millions
through raising production,
mass literacy, per capita in-
come, inte efforts at
the future planning and peo-
pk''s participation in the uplift
programmes. The la of
more satellites such as ASIA
SAT, ARABSAT in the orbit,
has opened more widely the
door of recet foreign
broadcasting The year 1092
will be remembered as a
significant year in the
broadcasting landscape of

Bangladesh [t was in this year
that the government legalised
the salgllite dishes to the
viewers and brought CNN

programmes Lo the wviewers

challenge bout of
“ Mohammad Adi Clay) was made
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Impacts are being Felt

free of cost by rebroadcasting
if in the national network.
Getting green signal from the
government, the vendors  of
TVRO and dish antenna have
sprung throughout the country
with a fierce competition. As a
result, satellite dishes have
begun popping up on the
rooftops in the affluent area of
Dhaka and other divisional
cities of the country.

Although the availability of
foreign channels has provided
our TV viewers with pro-
gramme choices, but it is diffi-
cult to asses its impact at this
moment. Compared to other
south Asian neighbours, the
practice of satellite receiving

is very much in d preliminary
stage in our country now. The
choice of foreign channels is
confined to the affluent elites
which is a negligible part of
the  total pepulation. Ower
three hundred TVROs and
dishes are there in the country
now and of which 10% belongs
to the government and au-
lonomous institutions.
Amongst the privileged group
who have got an 8 dia dish,
can tune six channels of Star
TV, Pakistan TV, Burma TV
etc. If anybody can afford a 12
dia dish, he can also tune CNN

by Syed Lutfi Ali

Global beam
antennae

programmes. A recent survey
report reveals that only 7% of
total TV audience are viewing
CNN for a short period (bclore
£ am everyday] and amang this
7 per cent, 90 per cent are
male viewers.

Moreover, the S5tar TV's
Hindi channe!l for the Asian
people has made the purchase
of satellite receiving system
may hot be considered io be
serious viewers and no reac-
tion or impact of forcign
broadecasting can be expucted
from this affluent group.

On the other hand, the
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'AsiaSat 1 : Its Northern and Southern footprints cover a.wide areq.

worthy. It may be reiterated
that most of the satellite pro-
gramming now bcing offered
to South Asia is free. Star TV is
trying to spread ils signals to-
ward this region, while CNN is
already in trial run of its inter-
national programming in this
region.

It has been experienced
that the middle class of our

society is the focal part of any
social reforms and reactions.
The upper and aflluent class of
the society is least bothered
about any social reaction in the
country. Most of them always
tend to lead life in a western
style which keeps them aloof
from our cultural heritage. At
present these people belong Lo
the privileged class of satellite
programming choice. Many of
them have taken the satellite
system as a decor in Ltheir
drawing room to show up their
wealth and ability and they
watch it as a gesture of vanity
of their taste. Therelore they
general viewers of BTV are
confined to the national chan-
nel which is programming its
own and that of CNN at a par-
ticular time. Although they may
be considered as serious view-
ers but they are deprived ol
foreign programming choices.
In general, it may be said that

broader impact in the ficld of

newscasting. With this trans-
mission, the outside world has
come nearer to our viewers in
a palatable form. The viewcrs
are enjoying it with keen in-
terest and they have -already
developed a taste for making
comparison between CNN
news and BTV news. Now we
can feel that our newscasting
is vulnerable because it is more

CNN programming is giving a.

a newsprocessing than necws-
gathering. It {s a propaganda
operation for the government
with very little credibility to
the public service operation.
Now we see that our politi-
clans are fascinated to be over-
exposced in the media, while
the Iloreign leaders fear
“overexposer in the media” as
a worst sin. At the end of
March 1993 when  the test
transmission of CNN ends, we
don't know what will be the
fate of free programming of
CNN. A makeshiflt arrangement
musl have to be provisioned
for the mass viewers. It may be
expected that the test trans-
mission be extended for cer-
tain period or the government
is going to open a second
channel for the viewing the in-
ternational programmes.

If we analyse the effects of
salellite broadcasting on the
Asian viewers we will see that
the foreign channels are invad-
ing this South Asia region day
by day. The TV viewing is go-
ing to the competitors like

' salellite recetvers, Cable TV.

Pay TV, VCR's etc. All these
narrowcasting media are con-

tinuing to siphon off TV audi-

cnee [rom the terrestrial
broadeasting. Like other Asian
countries, the invasion of for-

cign TV channels are having
reaclions on our society. But

we need not be afraid of this
invasion. Because it is not turn-
ing the viewers away from
BTV, rather learning the ap-
plication of technologies in the

media communication, we may
improve our technology and at
thc same time we may explore
our programming market in
the outside world. The thing
BTV must do at this moment is
to improve theirpquality within
their existing framework and
try to promotc the programme
exporting. It is a positive sign
that BTV already siarted ex-
poriing its popular serials and
musical programmes to UK.
And some cable operators of
London are trying to reach
contract with BTV for their
programmes, but duc to logis-
tic constrainits BTV cannot
satisfy the burgeoning needs of
the foreign market. Not only
the UK market, there are
other potential export market
for Bangladesh TV pro-
grammes in Middle East, USA
ete. where Bangladeshi com-
munities are clustered.

If development goes on
properly, Bangladcsh can be-
come a net exporter of enter-
tainment prograammes to for-
cign markets. The government
should increase BTV's techni-
cal and logistic [aciliies and
implement the system of in-

centives to the quality pro-
gramme makers for the for-
eign market. Now meost of the
Asian countries have developed
some private channels to com-
plement their government
channels. Our government too
should take this vow. It has
been agreed by everybody that
BTV's programmes are satu-
rated to their planning and
ideas. So, a competitive envi-
ronment is highly needed in
this situation. To ensure com-
petition in programme pro-
duction, the government may
consider legalising private
production houses, private
channels, cable operators etc.
If an emerging creative talent
base stands ready to give fresh
ideas, certainly we can give

quality production for home
and abroad.

There is no doubt that the
Satellite TV war is well in its
way as varfous networks vie for
transponders fo beam across
this subcontinent. It has come
to us just when our program-
ming choices started. So, it
will be unfair to assess the im-
pact of international broadcast-

ing ot _fo react on its ellects at
this moment. We should wait

for the reactions and comple-
ment our broadcasting arena
with enlightened satellite ac-
tion thus to be exposed to the
world's sophisticated cultures.

Syed Lutfi Ali is Directlor
(Training). National Institute,
Mass Communication, Gout of

Bangladesh.

Experience has no certain boundaries; as much as
come out with unique expenence of explosive feelings .. . So is 'Nausicaa’, only one place

1

., NAUSICAA — the

i 1

# Ocean has Landed!
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you will get into its depth, you will

on earth where from you can make an exciting journey to the depths of the ocean.

faint blue hght penetra-

tes through the dark in

the leading to

the 'cathedral’ which cchoes
with the song of whales

You re leaving the earth sur-

face and beginning your des-

cent! Nausicaa takes you on a

voyage ol discovery, an expedi-

tion, a wonderful journey to

sca — to learn about and un-

derstand the sea itsell. Here

oné tends to discover another

world and penetrate the se-
crets ol marine lile.

Nausicaa, the orid's
largestl sea centre, is also
Europe's only marine discovery
complex for the general pub-
e, the fishing industry, mar-
ftime prolessionals, re-
scarchers and scientisis.
Compleied al a cost of £186
millon in May 1991, it is lo-
cated on the sealront in the
heart ol Boulogne, northern

France, And just across the
channel from the south-east
coast of England lies this his-
toric port. The centre was
part-funded by the EEC with a
grant to cover 40 per cent of
the costs coming [rom the
European Fund for Economic
and Reglonal Development.

Nearly 6,00,000 people
have enjoyed Nausicaa's unique
approach to marine discovery
since it opened its doors to
the public. It is the closest
most opportunity people will
ever get to actually exploring
underwater. Nausicaa was on
target to net a bumper catch of
Lhree/four million visitors in
its first year and was successful
lo attract 1,50,000 Dritish vist-
lors alone in 1992,

More than just a huge
aguarium’ Nausicaa's 3,000-
plus fish range from 2.5 metre
sharks to [eroclous conger

ecls, shoals of tuna to tiny
shrimps, colourful tropical
species to the humble cod.
They re just displayed in glass
lanks but illustrate the ways
ish live, feed, communicate,
cope with pollution and aveid
danger by camouflage or
massing in shoals. In each
aguarium their natural habftat
is recreated as actually as pos-
sible so that they can display
all their normal behavioural
patterns to the public.
Watching these so closcly a vis-
itor forgets the happening ol
outside world and starts
thinking himself as one of the
members of this agquarium!

To re-create an absorbing
underwater atmosphere, it is
composed with dramatic light-
ing, atmospheric music, which
reminds of the melancholic
song of shark, which also cre-
ates a sensation of fear within

the wvisitors as if a thousand
sharks are rushing towards
them ... and they become much
more confirmed when they
look up and find just an 'Inch’s
distance’ between them and
the sharksl

And above all by its art of
technology, within a moment,
visitors are plunged into much
more darkness as they enter
the 'exhibition’ and, automati-
cally, it has transported them
into an underwater world to
interact with the fish!

The [irst stage ol the un-
derwater journey begins with a
look at the first element in the
marine food chain — plankton
— which is illustrated on an
immense curved wall.

Clever special effects give
eyeball to eyeball contact with
crabs and lobsters threugh
glass bubbles; humans are
caught in a net with a shoal of
tuna; eerie ocean depths are
explored as if from a subma-
rine and the heat and humid-
ity of a tropical lagoon is
recreated. And before the awe-
inspiring experience of watch-
ing 16 sharks swimming only
inches away, visitors can
out touch tanks — especially
popular with children — where
friendly skates enjoy having
their tummies tickled

Panktons are lustrated on an invnense curved wall.

The next approach is video
screens, set in a sea of
columns of light, which ex-
plain some of the ways fish live
and avoid danger, while sur-
rounding aquarfums {llustrate
the various techniques used
against predator fish which

can camouflage themselves and
the 'shoaling eflect, for ex-
ampile.

After that, the visitors go
right down to the ocean
depths — as {f by a submarine
— to dark, inhospitable places
— where some marine life ex-
ists, thanks to hot water
springs. Large potholes give
the sensational lecling ol actu
ally being there!

In complete contrast, a
tropical lagoon with ecolourful
fish, corals, heat and humidity
comes nexl via an airlock.
More than 1,000 fish, in all
colours ol the rainbow, swim
in a 100; metre tank display
ing somec of the abundant
species to be found in warm
waler.

Then on to "the
Mediterrancan™ — where the
eflcets of pollution are graphi-
cally shown in illuminated
tanks and where, by standing
in a glass bubble, visitors can

Continued on page 11




