US Senate body
pleads for oil
ban on Libya

UNDATED., Mar 3]1: The
Scnale Forvign Relations Com-
mitlee March 30 unanimously
approved a resolution urging
President Clinton lo ask the
United Nationals to begin an
international oil embargo
against Libya, reports UND.

The action is neccssary, the
resolution slates, because ol
Libya's refusal to comply wilh
United Nalions Securily
Council Resolutions 731 and
748 concerning the lerrorist
bombings of Pan Am Flight 103
in 1988 and of UTA Flight 772

in 1989,
The two resolutions, passed

in 1992, ask Libya to provide
all informaltion in ils possecs-
sion regarding the bombings;
to remand into American,
'British or French custody Lhe
suspecicd Libyan agents; 1o pay
compensation to the lamvlies
of Lthe viciims of both fights;
and Lo ccase supporl, training
and the arming of terrorist
groups and movements thro-
ughoutl the world.

Indo-Myanmar agreement

to stop drug trafficking

BANGKOK, Mar 31: Mya-
nmar and India signed an
agrcement to cooperate on the
suppression of narcotics traf-
ficking across their common
border, state-run Radio Yangon
rcported late Tuesday, says
o d g h

The radio, in a dispatc
monitored here, said nl'lqcuh
from india's Narcotics Control
Board and Myanmar's central
committee for drug abuse
control signed the agreement
in Yangon on Tuesday.

Myanmar signed similar
agreement last year with its
neighbours to the north and
cast — China, Laos and
Thailand.

The Indian anti-narcotics
oflicials were with an Indian
Foreign Ministry delegation
which arrived in the Myanmar
capital earlier Tuesday, the ra-
dio said.

A senjor Thal anti-narcolics

BRIEEFRY

3 of an Indian famil{‘to die: a-

court on Tuesday sentenced a man,

father and h-mther to

dcath for murdering his wile for not including a buffalo in her
marriage dowry, the Press Trust of India (PTH reported. says

AFP from Now Delhi.

Judge SP '
and mother to life
the northern Indian vill
without naming the peop

also sentenced the wife — killer's sister
imprisonment for abetting

the murder in

of Shiarol two ycars ago, I'Tl said
involved.
The bride was burned in front of peop

le because her lather

could not present a buffalo and a motorcycle in her dowry to

the bridegroom, the judge said.
‘ctching insufficient dowry
dreds ol murders of women in India every

or wedding gifts leads to hun-

year, bul in mosl

cases criminals go unpunished because of lack of evidence.
Vlemamese leader allEd. The leader ol a

Vietnamese op
subversion

ition movement ‘I"I.l jailed for 20 ycars for
by a Ho Chi Minh city court, the newspaper Nahan

Dan reported Wednesday, AFP says [rom llanoi
Doan Viet Hoat, an intellectual arrested in November
1990, was sentenced Tuesday, the Communist Party paper

saud,

Doan Viet Hoat set up a reactionary organisation called the
“free forum”™ in No Chi Minh city with Lhe aim of dissolving
the national assembly, abolishing the constitution, disbanding
the army and over throwing the government, it said.

Another member of the group,
in the former south Vietnamese

for recruitment and pro

Pham Duc Kham, an officer
. who was responsible
, was jafled for 16 yvars whilke

six other members were jailed for terms ranging between
~ ¢ight months and 186 years, the paper said.

Thai

ueen will visit Ja
Sirikit Kittlyakara will pay a goodwill visil

« Thad queen
Japan from April

7 w0 20 to preside over an exhibition of Thai folk art
products, it was announced Wednesday, reports Xinhua from

Banghkak.

According to the Queen's Persenal Affairs Division,

the

goodwill visit will propagate the products of the foundation

lor the promotion of sup

niary occupa

tlons and rclaled

techniques {support) which was founded in 1976.
About 40 support members will accompany the queen on

Lhe strip.

During her stay in Japan, the queen will have an audicnee
with Emperor Akihito and Empm- Michiko.

11 Vietnamese crewmen missing:

Eleven Vietnamese crewmen are missing ofl Hong

Kong aftcr

a Chinese-crewed Panamanian cargo ship collided with a
Vietnamese fishing boat early on Wednesday, Marinc officials
said, reports Reuter from Hong Kong

Six of the 17 crew members aboard the Viclnamcse-regis-
tered Hatl Long were rescued after their fishing vessel sank.
the Hong Kong Marine Department said. One was in hospital

in [air condition.

An air and sea scarch was under way for Lthose missing.

Mainland Chinese crew f{rom
registered cargo ship

Panamanian -

the Hing Son, the
which ran into the fishing

boat off Waglan Island, mhdphglntltmh

wounded tweo wor
py ramids,

ers T‘Llﬂdlj' inside
pt's most famous tourist attraction. Pelice

one of lht Giza

arrcsied four men at the site but later said the blast was

accidental,

AP from Cairo.

The 8:45 am blast occurred inside Chephren,’the middle
of the three pyramids, where restorers have been working.

Police said no tourists were hurt,

though two Egyptians work-

ing on the monuments suffered undisclosed injuries.
Investigators said the explosion occurred when acclone, a

lammable solvent being used to clean salt from the

MU -

ment's inner walls, ignited from a spark.

[3ut police,

another Muslim extremist attack, al-

ready had quickly arrested four men on Giza Plateau and more
than 30 in Cairo, officers said.

Malays mewthfom

Malaysia will send two
Somalia tn June as

to 1,000 soldicrs to

part nl' a :nm strong United Nations

peace-keeping foree, a Defence Ministry spokesman said on

Wednesday,

reports Reuter from Kuala Lumpur.

The soldiers will serve a minimum of a year, he said
The UN is due Lo take over command on May | from US-

kwd lorces

Defence Minisier Najfb Razak was quoted by the National
HBernama News Agency as saying Lhe deployment was

Malaysia s largest ever involving the

14 Kurds killed
in clash with
security forces

[NYARBAKIR, Turkey, Mar
1. Security lorces killed 14

Kurdish insu ts in threc
clashes in Tu . an official
wadd IFM reports AP,

clashes Tuesday and

w-dnnd-p occurred despiie a
unilateral 25-day cease-fire
annoureed by Kurdish rebel
Abdullah Ocalan in a peace of
iwr 1o the Turkish government
Several other minor clashes
nave erupted since the cease
fire be March 20

Turkish officials welcomed
the truce butl ruled out talks
with the rebels, whoe have been
fighting for sell rule In south-
castern Turkey since 19684

More than 6,000 peopic
including security personnci,
civiltans and guerillas have
died in the fighting over the

pas! nine years.

army, navy and air foroe.

official said last month that
heroin syndicates were cx-

panding from Thailand to India
and China as the main transit
countries for smuggling heroin
to the West from the notorious
Golden Triangle — poppy
growing area.

"The [(main) routes have
changed to the Myanmar-China
and Myanmar-india border,”
Narong Suwanapiam of Thail-
and's office of Narcotics
control Board told a meeting of
loreign journalists.

According to US State
Department estimates the land

under poppy cultivation in the

Myanmar section of the Golden
Triangle has increased from
92.300 hectares (230,750
acres)] in 1087 to 161,012
hectares (402,530 acres) in
1991,

The Golden Triangle poppy
growing region Iincludes
northern Thailand northeast:

crn Myanmar and northwest-
ern Laos.

The Indian Foreign Ministry

delegation; invited to Yangon
by the Myanmar Forcign
Ministry, was scheduled to
meel several Myanmar minis-
ters during the visit, Radio
Yangon said. The size of the
Indian delegation and ils
length of stay were not given,

An Indian trade misston
visited Yangon carlicr this
month, becoming the [irst
Indian tcam to visit Myanmar
since 1988,

Ties between India and
Myanmar have been cool since
a bloody 19BB crackdown by
the Myanmar military on na-
tionwide pro-democracy dem-
onstrations.

India has called for the
peacelul transition 40 democe-
racy in Myanmar
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SARAJEVO: Serb soldiers Borislav Herak (L), Stretko Damjanovic (C) and Nada Tomic (R)

listen to the verdict in their military trial for “genocide” in the Serb strategy of ethnic
cleansing in Buuma—HEr:eg'ﬂvmn Tuesday.

JERUSALEM, Mar 31: The
army clamped a tight seal on
the occupied West Bank and
Gaza Strip, sent in more
troops and looseéned rules on
opening fire and making ar-
rests Wednesday after a serics
of attacks against Israclis, re-
ports AP.

The crackdown was the
harshest since the 1991 Gulf
War and was likely to further
erode support among
Palestinians for the stalled
peace talks with Israel.

The closure also was a blow
to the shaky Palestinian econ-
omy, which depends on Arabs
doing menial work in Israel

"in the

Newspapers said the govern-
ment may further cut the
Palestinian work force in [sracl
once the closure is lifted.

The 1.8 million Palestinfans
living in the territorics secized
1967 Mideast War will
not be able to enter Isracl dur-
ing the closure. ~

Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin ordered the latest re-
strictions after two policcmen
were gunned down Tucsday in
central Israel, bringing to 13
the number of Israelis killed by
Palestinians in March.

During the same period, 26
Palestinians, including six
children, were slain by Israclis.

The army said it beeled up
foreces in the occupied lands
Woednesday but gave no figures.
Soldiers wcre given permis-
sion to fire without warning at
armed Palestinians, military
officials said. In the past,
troops had to shoul warnings
before opening fire at armed
men.

Regular troops increased
patrols and set up roadblocks
and new rooftop observation
posts. the army said. Under-
cover agents disguised as Pal-
estinfans stepped up raids,
news reporis said.

/The army also has permis-

“sion 1o make extensive arrests

Tight seal on GGaza, West Bank |

and conduct house-to-house
scarches to find wanted peo-
ple, the daily Haaretz said.

Dozens of army and police
roadblocks were set up in the
Wesl Bank Wednesday, and se-
curity forces turned away hun-
dreds of Palestinians trying to
reach jobs in Israel despite the
closure. Gaza has been closed
since Monday because of an
earlier killing of a Jewish set-
tler.

At a roadblock near the
West Bank town of Bethlehem,
troops also turmed away cars
owned by the UN Reliel and
Works Agency and Palestinians
with medical referrals.

LOS ANGELES: Italian director Federico Fellini (C) is flanked by Italian actor Marcello

Mastroianni (L) and actress Sophia Loren Monday shortly after he received a honorary
award for lifetime achievement.

— AFP/UNB photo

Jment and mili

China okays law
to govern

acao

BEWING, Mar 31: The na-
tional legislature on Wednes-

| day approved a basic law by

which China will govern the
Portuguese colony of Macao
after its return to Chinese rule
in 1999, reports AP,

The con s then ended a
16-day session during which it
appointed new slate, govern-
leaders and
amended the constitution lo
enshrine senijor leader Deng
Xiaoping's ‘markel-siyle eco-
nomic

In its ﬂn.ul meeling,
congress passed a resolution
vowing to work for "peacclul
reunification of the mwther-
land,” Including regaining ton-
trol over Hong Kong, Macao
and Taiwan.

Communist Parly lcader
Jiang Zemin, acting in his new
capacity as president, warned
against any efforts by Taiwan to
formally separate from the rest
of China.

Balladur moves swiftly to take over

PARIS, Mar 31: French Pri-
me Minister Edouard Balladur,
moving swiftly to take over the
reins of power from the defe-
ated socialists, meets his now
cabinet today to start planning
the next four years of conser-
vative rule, reports Reuter.

Balladur, 63, on Tuesday
announced a compact cabinel
ol 20 members, more than half
of them first-time ministers,
with a slight advantage to cen-
trists over his own Gaullist
Party.

The names represented a
youthful pro-European team
which could be expected to be
tough on law-and-order bul
moderate on welfare and social
aflairs.

AFP adds: Balladur named
47-year-old Alain Jppe,
Secretary General of the
Gaulljst Rally for the Republic
(RPR} as foreign minister.

Economist Edmond
Alphandery, 49, was made. fi-
nance minister. He is a policy-
maker in economic and socto

Edouard Balladur

affairs for former President
Valery Giscard D'estaing's
Union fer French Democracy
(UDF), the RPR's rival and ally

in parliament.

- DBalladur carefully shared out
portfolios roughly equally be-
tween former Prime Minister
Jacques Chriac's RPR and the
UDF.

Neither Chriac nor Giscard
[Yestaing had portfolios, wish-
ing to save themselves [or
1995 presidential elections.
The new government will
share power or "Cohabit”™ with
Mitterrand for the remaining
two years of his mandate.

The government list in-
cludes four senior ministers of
state — also in c of other
portiolios — induding 656-year-
old [ormer European
Parliament President Simone

Vetl, a UDF member, as health
mintster, a portfolio she held

in the 1970's

The interior portlolio went
to the RPR's Charles Pasqua
and Francois Leotard, of the
UDF. was named minisicr of
defence

Pasqua, 66, a colourful RPR
baron, already hold the inte-

rior portfolie for 1986 10 1988
a previous cohabilation,

during
In that period, Pasqua shocked
opinion by organising charter
flights for illegal Maltan immi-
grants back to Bamako and
staged a loud but ineffective
campaign against pornography.
He is on the right of the
RPR, and campaigned against
the Maastricht
European Union.
Leotad, 51, a former culture
minister who once trained as a
Benedictine monk, was last
ycar charged with corruption
and influence —peddling in the
French Riviera city ol Frejus
where he is Mayor, bul the
charges were dropped.
Balladur, a Finance Minister
ol the 1980's cohgbilation i?:w—
ernmment, spent the day in [inal
consultations with polential
ministers before showing the
list to Mitterrand for approval.
Giscard D'estaing had de-
manded the same number of
key portiolios as those given Lo
its senjor pariner of the RPR.

the

Trealy onc:

Russia can't guarantee safe
operation of N-subs

LONDON, Mar 3]1: Russia
can no r guaranice the

safe operation of its nuclear
submarines because of a criti

cal shortage of storage facil-
ties for radioactive waste, ac-

cording to a Russian gowvern-

| ment report relcased Tuesday

by Greenpeace, reports AP,

The report, commisstoned
by Russian President Boris
Yeihtsin sad the Russian navy is
still du radioactive wasle
at sca and will continue to do
sc until land -based storage [s-
clifties are buflt. They are not
sc heduled 1o start operating
until 1997

The former Soviet Union
dumped |8 reaciors and
13 150 containers of radioac-
tive wasie in the Kara and
HBarents Seas in northern

Russia and the Sea of Japan be-
tween 1966 and 19091, the re-
port said. Al least six reactors

conlained radioactive fuel
[tussia is slaring at a ra-

divactive waste nightmare, the
deadly legacy ol the Cold War,”
said John Sprange, Green-
peacc s campaigner for
nuclear -free seas

The report said Russia's
Northern and Pacific Fleets
have stored the equivalent of
140 reactor cores from nu-
rlvar submarines, mainly on
loating vesecls, while waiting
for permanent slorage space
on land.

The navy normally refuels
20 submarine reactors every
year, but has storage space
only for spent fuel from three
reactors, it sald

“It is evidenl there is a
critical situation (which pre-
vents) further safe operation ol
the undersea fleet,” the report
concluded.

Sprange explained that if
the spent nuclear fuel can't be
stored safely, "you cannot take
it out of the reactor.”

That means operational
submarines cannot be refucled.
So, in effect, the Russian navy
is slowly grinding lo a halt,” he
saidc

At least 785 percent of
former Soviet submarines that
have been decommissioned
still contain their spent nu
clcar fuel, the report said
Another 300 former Sovicl re
actors are to be decommis
sioned by the year 2000

— AFP/ UNB photo.
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1 Secﬁnd Indo-US
naval exercise

this year
NEW DELHI, Mar 31: The
United States and India are to

hold a second and bigger
naval exercise in the

Sea later this year, the Press
Trust of India (PT1) reported
Tuesday, says AFP.

"The exercises would be on
a much scale than the
fone} held” in May last year
the news agency quoted lnlhln
Defence Ministry sources as

saying after a meeting here be-
tween Indian and US defence

nﬂ'iﬂli.

miral Charles Larson,
Commander in Chief of the US
Pacific Command, would dis-
cuss the exercise with his
Indian counterparts before he

ends his three-da
Thursday, PT1 said e e

An Indian Deimnc Ministry

spokesman safd it was
"premature” to say if the naval
exercise would place.

On T:du;l;y Larson, ac-
compan acti
bassador

()ﬁ' the Record
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Everest meet

KATHMANDU : Conquerers of Mount Everest, past and
present, gathered here Tuesday to mark the 40th annive
of the first ascent of the B,848-metre-high (29,028-foot)
pcak by Sir Edmund Hillary, reports AFP.

Hilhry
Modern-day

himself was present together with two members of
his original expedition, Charles Wyalie and Geo

ygc Lowe.

mountaineers Chris Bonington and Recinhold

Messner also attended the function organised by the Nepal

Moun Association.

To mark the occasion, Hillary and John Hunt, leader of the
first British expedition, were presented with replicas ol the

famous Buddhists Tupa, the
Hillary

unath.

also received a letter of commendation for his

work with Sherpa communities in Nepal

~ Loose-fitting pants saved her
HONG KONG: A 8]-year-old woman fell from the window

of her sixth floor apartment but was saved by the loosc-filling
pants she was wearing, police said on Wednesday, rcports

AFP.

The woman, Yip Hau-Wan, lost her balance and fell out of a
window while leaning out to hﬂmg clothes on a drying rack at

her a

She was saved, humrwhmher

hook protruding

ts were cauighl on a

from the side of the building. the police said.

She was treated for minor injuries at a hospital and laler

Filipino grandmas to
sue Japanese govt '

released.

MANILA : Two Filipino
forced into sexual slavery

hers who say thcy were

Japanese troops during World

War 11 said Wednesday they would file a class action suit
against the Japamese government, reports AP. -

Maria Resa Luna Hemsen and Julia Porras teld rcporicrs
they would leave for Tolkyo on Thursday te file the suit the

following day with the Tokyo

District Court.

They are demanding 160,000 dollar in "reparations,” an

apology from the Ja
wartime atrocity in J

said.

ment and Inclusion of the

textbooks.
"| am very optimistic (of winning the case)’,

Mrs licnson

She chains him to a bed
to teach nuptial manner

NEW DELHI : An Indian

soldter has complained lo

the police that his wile chained him to a bed to punish him

for not s
shortl

nding

time with her after a‘ho
, & newspaper said today, reports AFP.

n thalt was

The Hindustan Times said the police in the weslern cily

of Pune lodged a complaint against the 48-year-old woman for
using “iron chains” to keep her husband. a 28-year-old sol-

dier, in bed on Monday.

The daily did not name the couple, but said the “enraged”
wife and three of her friends used chains to punish her hus-
band, who was refusing to spend time with her aller 18

months ol marriage.

"Irked by the unobliging attitude of the husband.”
lured him to a suburb of Pune, home of India's l'urmur sex
Guru Bhagwan Rajneesh, and kept him chained to a bed o
teach him nuptial manners, the Hindustan Times added.

Mao jacket no longer

in

- BEWING : A bastion of socialist fashion in China is on the
way out, the victim of Western influence. The Mao jackel is no

longer in AP,

, reports
The drab. hlgh-culllrul coat was standard attire for mil-
lions of Chinese for decades. It beeame known in the West
as the Mao jacket, named after revolutionary leader Mao Tse-

tung,

But its association with old-guard Communists has steadily

croded its
jacket with rpdl is

ttnn recent years and the Weslern-siyle

Whenever television news anchors switch from double-
breasted suits to Mao suits, viewers start to fear a return (o

hardline policies.

The Meidu Clthing Factory in Befjing, renowned for its
Mao suits, stopped making the jackets last year because it al-

ready had warchouses stulled with' several tens of thousands
of them, the Beijing Daily reported Wednesday.

Madonna look-alike Ofra Swisa from Israel, enjoys the company of [sraeli soldiers during

the promotion of a new tourist attraction near the Dead Sea Monday.

— AFP/UNB pheoto

Sharif meets
Kohl

[IONN, Mar 3]1: Pakistan's
Prime Minister Muhammad
Nawaz Sharil met with
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, and a
Foreign Ministry official ex-
pressed concern about nuclear
proliferation on the Indian
subcontinent, reports AP.

Talks between Nawaz and
the Chancellor focused on In-
creasing economic ties be-
tween the two countries, said
Kohl's spokesman, Dieler
Vagel.

e noted that Nawaz would
personally attend a seminar on
Wednesday hosted by the
German Association of Industry

lo promotle investmeni In
Makistan.

Kohl also ” urged a
pr.rﬂuludmut solution

the unresolved guestions be-
iween India and Pakistan.”

Vogel said in a statement.




