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Why Harkin Bill?

The Child Labour Deterrence Act, 1993 — also
known as the Harkin Bill and made law only re-
cently — aims at curbing child labour in develop-
lng countries. Even before f{ts Elac before the
US Senate and the House, the bill set alarm bell
ringing across the countries where children are
employed in large numbers and forced to work.
The hardest hit obviou will be countries like
Bangladesh thriving on child labour in garments
manufacturing. Garment factories here obviously
are not going to be amused. Already resentments
have been expressed over the US measure.

However, the pith of the argument in favour of
child labour is that the children now employed
will turn into soclal parasites once they have been
out of job. Understandable thotugh the US
concern is, there are still one or two vital points
the Senator concerned seems to have missed
while tabling the bill. Our society is neither suffi-
ciently developed nor egalitarian to afford com-
plete abolition of child la r. No law can prevent
this social curse when abject is the order
of the day. Yet the nature of child labour varies: it
is one thing for a child to lend a helping hand to
his/her parents and quite another to do the haz-
ardous and hard jobs at welding factories and au-
tomobile workshops. Jobs at a garment factory
should not necessarily have been as much arduous
at any rate.

Yet the crux of the problem is exactly there.
This is not for nothing that a great number of
childrelh — most of them girls — have been em-
ployed 4n garment factories. A nominal pay. over-
time and difficult working atmosphere often
mark their service. Children, girls and women
are the most vulnerable section of society and-
they can be exploited without the risk of protests.
It is universally known that the country is bur-
dened with a hu%; number of eligible unemployed
people and their labour also can be bought cheap.
But their employment entails with it the obliga-
tion to abide by the industrial laws and factory
rules. And, while considering the fact of child
labour, it has also to be remembered that em-
ployment in a garment factory is a far better op-
tion than ing in the streets.

Evidently, the garment factories here will have
to improve their pérformance in other possible

areas i{f they are not wil to lose the market
abroad, specially in the US. this score the rea-
soning has to be based on other considerations as

well. And those are the considerations we ought
to bring into focus. Children below 15 years of age
normally should find themselves in schools. But
liv standard of majority of our population is so
low that their children either have to completely
opt out of any such facility or drop out soon.

Nor will those children driven out of job now
find the world more receptive. Some of them will
simply have no place to turn to. This humanitar-
ian question deserves close attention. The
telepress conference dealt with in the report
carried in this newspaper yesterday. happily, has
come up with a few suggestions that include
funding parents for enrolling their kids in
schools, ref budget priorities, increased in-
ternational assistance to im standard
of the people and enforcement of laws against
child abuse. But the key question is how the
funding of parents will be-done. In fact, this is the
essence of North-South dialogue and over
decades things have moved but little. What, how-
ever, can be done with less complication is that
the working children can be brought under a na-
tional schenie combining education and work to-
gether, without allecting any. International help
and NGO assistance can be sought for this purpose.

Breaking the Educational
Impasse

Next Friday some 12 thousand meritorious

students would sit for tests designed to sift 1325 |

lucky ones from among them for admission to the
medical colleges of the country. If there were
enough accommodation in those colleges, nearly
all of the 12 thousand could qualify for admission
— on the basis of their academic excellence. The
admission tests are a device to eliminate worthy
candidates in order that the crowd f{it the in-
commodious vessel.

It is well understood that the 12 thousand bulk
is not exclusively a load on the medical colleges’
conscience for these and some thousands more of
the best of the new Science -undergraduates of
the past year have been dninﬁ their round of hit-
ting luck at the doors of the different universities
and particularly the BUET. This is patently a
waste of education and talent that cannot but hurt
the nation as well as individuals and their families
in a serious manner.

The problem can be engaged through a two-
pronged attack. Opportunities should be in-
creased to lure the bulk of better students to dif-
ferent technpical lines, lessening the pressure on
the degree-level science and professional educa-
tion. The second effort should go to m ac-
commodation for taking on some thousands of
more students by the universities.

The above is more easily said than done. The
main obstacle to mak the first approach re-
warding is the abominable practice of treating
pre-degree specialisations as half-way education
and ‘the students passing out from pre-de in-
stitutions literally as untouchables. As things are
with the many diploma-level courses, no truly
trilleritnrinus student would ever choose one of

ese. :

Next comes the question of why should the
worthy and willing student be denied a university
education? We don't think the government has a

ht answer there. Our progress in ma basic
education universal is aﬁ too unenviable. If then
we cannot also take care of the few talented ones
that are thrown up by the small base and come

st many an ungenerous socio-economic factor .

aring upon them, the justification of there be-
ing an authority is largely lost.

Behind what can rightly be called an educa-
tional impasse stares, very unmistakenly, the
question of unemployment. The government,
more exactly the society at large, is in no shape
to put to job the doctors and engineers and
agronomists and scientists our universities al-
ready churn out. The parents are bent on seeing
their sons and daughters through the university
s0 that they can find a vocation. The government
is not keen on boosting the number of qualified
unemployed people.

We cannot wish this problem away. But so far
no serious attempt has n made to successfully
engage it to the benefit of the students and their
families and the nation.

=
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Victimising the Victims

NCE again, the world is

a mute spectator to the

atrocity ng commi-
ited to a particular community.
The people of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, once a part of
Yugoslavia, arc being sysic-
matically eliminated. They are
being deprived of their right to
Mie and liberty by the Serbian
forces who belteve that the
Bosnian Muslim population do
nol belong therc. For the last
one year they have been
embroiled in a bitter struggl
for domination and the world
has watched the genocide of a
pcople. In this big tragedy,
another tragedy unfolds — a
tragedy without precedence in
terms of barbarily and crucity.
The women of Bosnia are being
raped; they arce humiliated in
the worst possible way, being
deprived of their honour and
chastity and freedom. It is said
that rape s an outcome of any
war. But no, not on this occa-
sion. This time a new dimen-
sion has been added to rape
which has no precedence ei-
ther in its planning or in its
execution. This time rape is
being used as a weapon of war.
According to limited reports
reaching us, Bosnian women
are being held captive and re-
peatedly raped till they arc
impregnaled. And, as it that
was not enough, they are again
kepl in captivity till they give
birth to the child — this is
done to prevent the women
[rom aborting the foctus. Take
a minute to think of the impli-
cations of these actions! The
purpose is to ‘“ethnically
cleanse” a wholc race. To make
sure that from now onwards
children born to Bosnian
women should only be [athered
by the Serbs. Who else should
then be the victim of this sin-
ister plan but the women of
Bosnia, of course?
There are various rcporis

HE ideological eonflict

between two rival facti-

ons of CPB (Communist
Party of Bangladesh) has now
laken the shape of tussle over
party assets. Most unfortunate.
Reformists and the hardliners
had drawn the line but the fi-
nal dissolution of the party
awails the approval of the del-
cgates conference scheduled
in May next.

CPB, like all other partics,
has both admirers and critics

but was always considered to -

be one based on ideology. It is
a party over 40 years old but
the communist movement in
this land started almost 60
years ago with the formation of
Communist Party of India in
1921. In facl, the Communist
Party ‘of Pakistan with Sajjad
Zahir as its first secretary gen-
eral was launched by CPl in
the late forties. In spite of
many aberrations, it must be
admitted that the democratic
and nationalist movements of
this country owe a great deal
to this party though most of
the times it had to work from
the underground. It is they
whe, for the first time, tried to
organise the trade unions and
the peasants in this land. Many
political intellectuals came out
of their fold.

Admittedly, the communist
movement is international in

potent brew of people,

poverty and pestilence

could trigger upheavals
in the ecologically-brittle up-
lands of Asia.

According to the Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO),
these steep, marginal, often-
treeless and overgrazed lands
already support six out of every
10 Asians. But Frowlng number
of migrants, from job-short
and crowded lowlands, are in-
tensilying the pressure to
snapping point.

Many uplanders are subsis-
tecnce farmers. Others are
indigcnous forest dwellers.
Majority come from ethnic
minorities. These tribals or
aboriginals are dirt poor.

Farming the thin upland
soil brings in less than
USS$ 140 yearly — way below al-
ready harsh poverty lines.

Isolation and lack of educa-
tion deprive them of a voice in
air-conditioned budget offices
in cities from New Delhi to
Jakarta and Port Moresby.
“They often become ‘an
afterthought’ of agriculture
programmes,” observes' Ke-
nnacth Brooks of Minnesota

-

Sir, | am an account holder
of Dhaka WASA. Following the
usual practice | preparcd wa-
ter bill for the months of
January and February, '93
based on meter reading taken
on 28.2.93 under 'Self Billing
System’' and presented the bill
to Agrani Bank, Mahakhali
branch in cash on 5.3.93. The
bank, instead of receiving Lhe
bill said that the system had
changed and the Dcptt would
take the reading and send
computer made bill to con-.
sumers for payment and that
the bank had instruction not to
receive any bill under "Self
Billing Systcm™ after 15.2.93.
There may be little objection
to the department’'s changing

procedures. Bul such a change

" the mind and

by Shaheen Anam

For the women of Bosnia, just being raped does not mean the end of their suffering. There is more horror in
store for them. These women, when they somehow escape or are rescued cannot go back to their families. The
family is too ashamed to take them back. The nightmare continues

on the extent and number of
rapes already commiticed.
Some reports say it is between
20 o 30 thousand women. It is
said that the¢ names ol 15
thousand rapc victims have
been compiled. The rape vie-
tims range in age from as
young as nine lo clderly
women of 80. the scxual por-
version ol the act jusi boggles
to think that
some people actually sal and
planned this leaves one aghast
When the Second World War
ended, and the Nazi forces
were defeated, we though! the
world had scen the end of
such kind of barbarity. That,
hopefully, people will never
again be subjected to genocide
just because of their colour,
race or cthnicity. Alas that was
not to be. Again and again we
have scen a whole race of
pcople being perscculed ef-
ther because they belong o a
certain religious group, or are
ethnically different. or do not
have the right skin colour. One
such example is, ol course,
Bangladesh, where three mil-
Hon people were exccuted just
because they were DBangalees
and wanted sell-determination
for themselves. It has been es-
timated that 200,000 women
were also raped in Bangladesh
most of whom remained un-
traced and undocumented.
istorically, women have
always played the price of war
by being raped. When a king-
dom was conquercd, one of
the agenda the soldiers had
besides looting was raping the
women of the vanquished peo-
ple. Women pay this price of

war even though they have no
influence on the decision to
wagc it. There has been many a
rescarch on why men rape
women.Though the war situa-
tion is diflerent, basically it is
from the same scnsc of supert-
ority that men feel they have
over women. [t is the patriar-
chal nature ol our socicty that
gives men the right to humili-
ale and make women power-
less. Many laws and legislations
have been passed Lo prevent
rape. Il is now considered a
capilal crime and can carry a
death penaltly. But in a war sit-
uation, when all the normal
values and morals break down,
a certain group of men think
they have the licence to perpe:
trale this atrocily on women
with complcte immunity, like
a horde of hyenas deseending
on it pack of kanbs

For the women of Bosnia,
just being raped docs not
mean the end of their suller:
ing. There is more horror in
slore for them. These wonmen,
when they somchow escape or
are rescucd cannol go back to
Lheir familics, The family is wo
ashamed 1o take them back.
The nightmare continues lor
them. The burden of shame is
s0 hcavy that family members
cither drive them away or kill
them: Yes, according lo news
reports, they are brutally mur-
dered by members ol Lheir
own familics. They, in effeet,
are given the death sentence
instead ol the rapists. They
again have 1o pay for a crime
they have not commilied or
have no control over. This s a
classic example ol victimisin

tho victims
Just sit back and think what
this means. First the wonwen of

Hosnia arc being  made wid
ows, Lheir homes are being de

siroyved, their children are be
ing killed. And that is nol
cnough lor (thoir lormentors,
They arc being raped, kept

prisoncrs Ll they become
proegnant which mwans  re
peated rapes and every other
kind of humiliation smaginable,
Then when they somehow
dare to starl thinking the
nighitmarc is over, comes the
most brutal cut of all, to be

killed by their own familics.
How is such an act commitied
and by whom s it the brother
she has playced with as a young
girl? Or ts 1t the father who
used to take her around on his
back just the other day? Does
he shoot her or is it done by
strangulation? One wonders.

Just think of the psycholog-
jcal trauma of these women. As
it is, being raped is one of the
worst nightmarcs Lthat most
women have. Rescarch has
shown that most women al-
most never reeover from that
horrible [cecling of helpless-
ncess, of being made o feel
powcerless, For the women of
[3Josnia, rape is like a double
¢dged sword. Even [ she
somchow escapes [rom the
clutches of her rapists, she
cannot escape the taboo, the
customs and the social norms
of her society where her worth
is only within her body. When
her body is defiled, she be-
comes worthless.,

While my strongesl con-
demnation is for the Serbians

who are perpetrating this vile
and barbaric act, there is an-
other point that also needs to
be made. As a woman, | think,
the shame (s ol on the
women of Bosnta. The shame is
on the men who kill their
wives, daughlers or sislers,
The shame is on the rapists
and on all those who have just
docided 1o sit back and watch
without reacting to it. Shame
is on the conscience of the
world where nobody has raised
a [inger, in any real sense, to
help them,

Whatever happened lo all
the fancy human rights organi-
ralions? Whatever happened,
for that matter, to all the
women s organizations? Why
isn't there a burst of outrage,
an outburst that will shake the
world out of the present iner-
tia? This is a global issue and
has to be dealt with as such
Recently, there has been a

move to set up a tribunal to try .

war criminals in the Balkans
and this could include rapists.
The ceasclire accord signed by
the three parties seems
worthless as (t could not even
guarantee safe passage for UN
relief goods. But, besides being
a global issue, this is women's
issue. Women should react to
this outrage with all the force,
all the strength and all the ve-
hemence they can put to-
gether, Women are, alter all,
filty per cent of the world's
population and should voice
their indignation and protest
in a way that they are able to
make a diflflerence. What other
women's issue, at this stage,
could be more grave or more

Whatever Happened to Global Conscience?

sevious than the one facing the
women of Dosnia?

The other issue we should
not forget in this whole tragie
drama is about the children
who are being born to these
women. What kind of life will
they have? What can the future
hold for them? Somebody will
have o start laking responsi-
bilities. If women are the inno-
cent victims of this senseless
war, one can only imagine the
humiliation., the tnsults and
the degradation these children
will be subjected to. What can
one expect from a society
where women are murdered
for being raped? Thelir chil-
dren are condcmned before
they are bornt

Although the ncws of the
war is siill on, we have
siopped getting any report on
the rape victims. Probably this
does not make dramatic news
anymore. Twenly thousand
rape victims do make news.
But sporadic rape here hand
there do not. Soon all will be
forgotten and, worse still, even
forgiven. The world lecaders
will shake their heads and an-
nounce that though what hap-
pecned to the women of Dosnia
is very unfortunate, yet we
have (o be realistic and look to
the future and towards recon-
ciliation. The women of Bosnia,
those who survive from the
chatches of the rapists as also
from the wrath of their family

~mcmbers, have lo accept Lhis

as their [ate. Bul as women,
should we allow this to go un-
punished? Should we let 1t go
as fust another unfortunate
outcome of war? Think about
it. Every time we acquiesce,
we surrender a bit of our dig-
nity, our honour and our quest
for equality.

The writer is a programme
officer with UNDP, and wriles
two regular columns for this
paper.,

Can't CPB Maintain a Unity in Diversity?

by Mominul Huq

character. Events in the inter-
national scene, particularly
those in former Soviet Union
or communist China had their
duc inflluences on the commu-
nist parties here and every-
where. Onee Soviet Unfon was
their fatherland. With Mao-
Tse-Tung's assertion of "Let
hundred flowers blossom”
there arose polycentrism in
the movement. Without going
into the merits or demerits of
“mono- centrism” or
“polycentrism”, what we saw
in the sixties — a clear division
in the communist parties of

the sub-continent. One group that in the given dialectics of
toed the Seviet line, the other %&m : fight for democ-
became the camp followers ﬁf’fb : lﬂ‘%t for socialism

the Communist Party of CHind.
The latter, in erstwhile East
Pakistan and also in

Bangladesh, split up into vari-
ous factions ranging from ul-
tra-leftism to extreme-rcac-
tionarism even to the extent of
collaborating with military
regimes. Honorable exceplions

. are still there but they could

not ccnsolidate themsclves
into a party with single agenda.
Some, amongst them, mas-
querading as communists, had
chosen cifferent outfits for ad-
vancing their political pro-
grammes. But in any case, po-

litical demeanour of many of
them do not fit well with im-
age of dedicated communists.
CPB, however, has a difler-
cnt history. It remained an or-
ganised party. In the sixties
when the movement for self-
determination started gaining
ground with the launching of
6-point programme by Awami
League, CPB and its mass and
f[ront organisations immedi-
alcly lent their support to the
nationalist movement. This
was because CPB conceived

‘were synonymous. This, of

course, was a corollary of
Khruschev's prudent stand of
peacelul co-existence with US
for averting the possible dan-
ger of nuclear holocaust. Pro-
Soviet communist parties, in
the third world, at that time
identified themselves with the
nationalist movements. This is
a great historical reality that
can hardly be ignored.

In our liberation war, CPB
remained with Awami League
— the prime political force at
that time. CPB's role, aflter in-

dependence, came under

&

scathing criticism as they did
not advancg any programme
against the ruling Awami
League. Instead they were in-
strumernital in [orming the
"tripartite alliance” with the
regime and ultimately got
merged with one-party
"BAKSAL".

CPB, at that time, under
dictatior. of their international
bosses cared little to sec the
realities at home. But CPB
again became active in the
movements againsi General Zia
and Gencral Ershad. During

e anti-Ershad -movement,

# though a .
‘iﬁa‘rty alliance, {tried (o
bring about a closer under-
standing betlween Awami
League and BN as they did in
the forméation ol United Front

in 1954,

CPB's pasl is yet more glo-
rious in so far as dedication for
political faith and development
ol political culture is con-
cerned, Often working from
behind the sccene, they sup-
plied the sincews of democratic
struggles. Many of their lead-
crs underwent immeasurable
sufferings and privations.
Personalitics ke Yakub Mia

(Bora Mia), Rancsh Das Gupla,
Khoka Roy, Gyim Chakraborty,
Moni Singh. lla Mitra, Alal
Illossain, Abdul Quader
Chowdhury chose lives of suf-
ferings for building up a party
which many of their political
descendants are now too ready
to bury. They are simply
matchless in matters of suller-
ings only comparable to
Congress leaders and workers
produced by Mahatma Gandhi
— that too from "Ashrams”.

Their sufferings not only
helped their parly, many non-
communis!  nalionalists were

red by 1he ideals of their
nal lves,

i (T really beyond compre-
hension, that the untold sufler-
ings ol countless communist
leaders and workers should be
rewarded this way by the very
party they suffered for. Yes,
Soviet Union does no morc
exist. The communist regimes
ol East Europc had been
ousted. These happenings had
brought about tremendous

. change in the thought-pro-

cesses of the communist par-
tics all over the world. CPB
cannot be an cxception, But
are not CPl and CPl (M) in ex-

istenee in India? The roles be-

Poverty Spells Doom for Asia's Uplands

A Special Correspondent writes from Bangkok
Disease constitutes a form of 'ethnic cleansing’'

University who prepared for
FAO a monograph on upland
conservation.

Malnutrition and disecasc
lake a savage toll in upland
communities —= often two or
three days trek from the ncar-
est doctor. Protein deficicncy
is common as wild game and
domestic livestock are scarcc.
Yearly, thousands from thesc
cthnic clusters die from lack
of safe drinking water and
other preventable water-re-
lated diseases.

"Disecase constitutes a form
of ‘ethnic cleansing’ in the up-
lands,” says FAO Regional
Representative A Z M Obaidu-
llah Khan. "Mortality rates do
not stem from deliberate
policy. But the results arc as
brutal and deadly as the 'cthnic
cleansing' we see in
Yugoslavia.”

Poverty drives these com-
munitics to consume limited
upland natural resources:
forests, land and fodder. This
drain unleashes an ecological

in the uplands

ticsy.
Adverse ellects include:
landslides, mudflows, [lash-

floods, clogging of channcls
and reservoirs, pollution of
water supplies and altered
strcamflow patterns. Dclore-
station also condemns at ledst

- one species of bird, animal or

plant into extinction daily.

"These people emerge into
the headlines only when cco-
logical disaster crupts as a re-
sult of their struggle for sur-
vival," says Dr Y S Rao, FAO's
top forester in Asia.

le ciles the 1988 disasler
in Southern Thailand. There,
flashfloods and mudllows cas-
caded from ecologically-rav-
aged uplands. Some 236 pco-

ple were killed and almost a

_thousand injured.

The Philippines provided a
decadlier carbon copy of the
Thai disaster in 1991, Aller

, rains lashed de-
nuded uplands of Leyte
province, [lashfloods swept
through the unprepared city of
Ormoc. In less than 24 hours
almost 8,000 peoplce were
killed.

At present, there arc few
incentives for uplanders to
adopt technologies for sustain-
able agriculture. Most do not
even have title to the land they
till. Therefore, they sce: no
point in plans for the long
term.

Others argue
tion benefits are corncred by
downstream residents.
Uplanders are nolt compen-
sated for their efforts to pro-
tect waltersheds or curb soil
erosfon.

Governments provide only a
trickle of resources for these
politically powerless people.
Infrastructure in upland arcas

torrential
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should have been made known
well in dvanee with a timely
nolice through newspaper,
which was not done in this
casc. The consumers would
not have been harassed in the
excereise of preparing the bill
and running lo bank with the
bill aund eash and return disap-
puinted.

The department knows it
best whether this system of
sclf hilling worked satisfacto-
rily or not. Bul as lor myself, 1
can say that it was very much
convenient for me and | pre-
parcd bills exactly an the basis
ol mcter reading taken at the
closc of every tlwo months and
made payment regularly.

It is my sad expericnce to
find that the Deplt at times
failed to prepare bills bi-

monthly and send those w
consumers in time for pay-
ment.

As Lthe department has
Llaken a decisien lo prepare
computer bill, consumers
would not and mu.t not object
to it. However, consumers’ ©x-
pectation lo gel the computer
bills pertodically and timely

“has 1o be malcrialised objec-

tively in the new system.
Il M Shaikh -
New DOHS, Mahakhali, Dhaka

Rajuk's pending
cases

Sir, | -applicd o Rajuk in
1985-86 for a residential plot
of land under ils Banani-
Baridhara scheme, with initial
payment in foreign exchange.

It is more than six years

R ——————————

now, and no decision has buen
comimunicated to me, nor the
deposit refunded. In fact my
application was approved as
announced in the press adver-
Lisement.

Numerous visits and written
recminders had no effect.
Rajuk's insolence is such that
it does not even acknowledge
registered letters, not to speak
of responding (o the com-
plaint. Letters to the Ministry
are subjected to the same [ate:
silence. The issue is raised in
the press from lime to time,
but as usual, nothing happens.

lHow long will it take to dis-
pose of thousands of such
pending cases, and specially
those of officials now retired?
The same situation prevaills in
the T&T in regard to new
telcphone connections: cem-

ing Lask for these im

that conserva- -

is primitive. Few roads link
them to markets — and allow
technicians to reach and serve
them. Distribution systems are
inadedquate. The little credit
available is strapped with ex-
orbitant i L rates.

"Survival s the all-consum-
pover-
ished people,” says FAO's Mr
Khan. "Many arc simply con-.
cerned aboul today. Mast are
unable to Ltake necessary steps
to improve their children's fu-
ture,”

FAO caulions this threat can
crupt in other Asian and
Macific countries. I this cco-
logical time bomb is to be de-
fused, "human social systems
must be merged in a compati-
ble way with the natural
ceosystems of uplands,” Dr Rao
stressoed.

To reverse this destructive
benign negleel, governments
will have 1o adapl policies that
meet the lood and natural re-
source needs of upland inhabi-
tants. Land usce practices there

ploie silence. Malters have not
improved since the elected
government came into power.
Facing microphones and loud-
spcakers do not solve prob-
lems.

Can we expecl some posi-
tive action? llow can the ad-
ministration expect to cope
with the development projects
when arrears pile up year alter
year?

An applicant
Dhaloa

Investment
allowance

Sir, 11 1s woll-known that
saving and Inveslinenl are very
low in  the ceonomy of
Bangladesh, Hepee it is the
declared policy ol the govern-

ing played by these two parties
on recent happenings of Babri
mosque demolition and
Bombay riots earned for them
universal admiration. The ab-
scnee of these parties would

have left a vacuum — beth
political and intellectual in the
ace of rising fundamentalism.
These parties too have internal
problems — but they could
successfully maintain a unity in
diversity till now.

Does necessity of reform in
the changed circumstances
csscntially call for dissolution
ol the party? Cannot the hard-
liners be little bit flexible to
accommodate the exigency of
situation? Historic responsibil-
ities may befall many but few
can display wisdom in ac-
complishing them. Parties may
come and go but ‘death ol any
political ideology cannot be
declared with finality. History
had proved it time and again.

Iif CPB leaders of both
groups be little bit respectful
ol their political ancestors and
refrain from washing dirty
lines publicly, they will help
themselves and the nation.

Already the political parties,
because of their own doings,
have fallen in the esteem ol
the people. No more grist
should be added to the mills of
the adversaries of clecan poli-
tics to grind.

What remains of upland lorests
must be managoed in a sustain-
able manner. Spruading land
degradation has 1o be curbed.

These require active and
willing participation ol upland
inhabitants. In facl, exclusion
of decimated minoritics from
deeision-making is a major
reason why the upland com-
munity problems fester — and
arc decpening.

Upland censcrvalion mea-
sures require communal ef-
forts. Organising these isolated
groups is difficult. "It is like
stilching together loose sheets
of sand,” FAO officials stress,

To achieve upland conserva-
tion, FAO recommends that
governments  address  the
poverty of upland inhabitants
and dcal with root causcs, nol
just the symptoms of upland
problems.

Governments should also
protcet and rehabilitate criti-
cal areas and develop advocacy
for conservation. It should set
up the appropriatc support in-
stitutions and emphasise Lthc
sustainability of upland pro-
jecls.
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mwntl o promole these. It is
fch that existing fliscal policy
should be modilicd to achicve
that end. In the last budget,
iirvestment  allowance was
fixed at 20% ol gross income.
Iin Pakistan Limwe this invest-
ment allowance was 40%. For
the lower income brackels al
least, the lkevel ol investment
allowsiner should be raised sul-
fictently. It is suggested that it
should be fixed at 50% for
those having a gross income ol
up to Taka five lakh. This will
provide necessary incentive
lowards meore saving and in;
vestment. Will the Ministry of
Finance and NIl do some-
thing in this regard in the next
budget?

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Canit.



