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~ District roundup

CHITTAGONG

Workshop on
VGD programme
begins

Mar 30: A two-day work
shop on Vulpcrable Growup
Development (VGD)  pro
gramme for district Relicfl aned
Rehabilitation Olflicers of
Dhaka and Chittagong Divisions
began at the Zila Parshad audi-
torium here on Monday, re-
ports BS5.

Jointly organised by the
Directorate of Rclief and
Rehabilitation and World Food
Programme (WFP), the work-
shop was inauguraled by Dirce-
tor General of the Dircctlorate
Mohammad Shafiqul Islam,

Speaking on the occasion,
Islam said the introduclion of
revised reporting formats and
arrangements for VGl pro-
gramme would familiarize the
participants with the current
expansion programme.

He szid it would also help
reliel officers Lo identify and
select materials and to develop
understanding aboutl appropri-
ate techniques and mcthods
for organising and conducting
orientation.

Depuly Commissioncer A H

Abul Kas Chicl of Training
Programme of WFP Yunus Khan
and Workshop Coordinalor M
A Hamid also spoke. :

Aboul 26 reliel and rchabili-
tation officers are participating
in the workshop.

SIRAJGANJ

~ Dacoits loo
Tk 1.5 lakh cash,

“valuables

Mar 30: Dacoits robbed
three grocery and two houses
on WAPDA embankment in
Kazipur thana of the district of
cash and valuables worth about
Taka 1.5 lakh on Sunday last,
reports UNB.

lLocal sources said the
armed group of about 16 da-
coits came to the arca by en-
gine boat and launched their
attack at about 2 pm, and de-
camped with cash and valu-
ables, including radio cassetie
recorder, radio and orna-
ments, from Lthe shops and
houses al gun point.

Sanwar Hossain filed a case
on behall of the affected peo-
ple with Kazipur police in this
connection. Nonc was arresicd

yel,
PABNA

Use of trees

as firewood

in brickfields
unabated

Mar 30 Treos of the dis-

irict are on the verge of ox-
tinction as brickiicld owners
arc using 1rnes as fircwood in-
discriminaicly vielaling gov
ecrnmenl resiriction, reports
UNIS.

It s allcged that a huge
quantity ol frewood is being
uscd by bricklicld owncrs in
sicad of coal. Fircwood is being
sold between Th B0 and 90
per maund. Dricklicld owners
prefoer fire wood (o coal lor use
in manubvturing bricks duc
s choeap price

Use of lirewood Is prohib
fled by Lhe governimwnt under
Forest PPreservalion Act” Lo
mainlain coologeal balance

Local people alleged thal
fruit bearing trcos like mango,
Jack -frutt. palm and other valu
able trees arc botng kelled for
use in brickic ids

Firewoods arc found openly
culting in saw mills and piled
up in some brickiiclds for use
in manulwiuring breks

It s kcarnt that law-cnforo-
ing ageney 1s ndillorent o the
indiscriminate use of firewood
im the district

Acrording of cxpoerts, use ol
firewood in the brickficlds can
be discouraged by arranging
immaodiate supply of LI’ gas
meanubscture bric ks

JAMALPUR
Lawyer assaulted,

ward commissioner
held

Mar 30 Police arrested a
newly ¢clecied ward commis:
stoner on Sunday lor mwvolve
meni in assaulting a lawyer of
the Sadar thana Magisiralc
court, reports UNK.

Ward Commissioncr Talhir
Chowdhury was dotatned from
the oath taking ccremony heid
at the Jamalpur Public 1lall

He along wilh a local BNP
leader was accused of an at-
tempt to murder case, fled
against them last month. for
.:;:ultmg Advocate Abdul
Kuddus at the court premises
produced belore the Sadar
Magistrate court but his bafl
petition was rejected.

Meanwhile, District Lawyer
Association at a meeting de-
manded exemplary punish-
ment of the accused.

Earlier, the lawyer decided

not o defend Tathir in the
CRse .

NATORE

Tk 5,750 as fines
realised,
20 cases filed

Mar 30: Two mobile courts
realised Taka 5,750 as [incs
and registered 20 cascs
against people from diflerent
arcas ol Nateore and [Rajshahi

districts in the errent month
for using old weithing instru-
instead ol those of

ments
metric system, reports 3SS,

Accordtng 1o an offfcial
source, mobil¢ courts were
conducted by district and
thana administrations, police
and Bangladesh Standards and
Testing Institution. The mobilc
courls scized 100 old weighing

damlifid - ©
Lightning kills
oldman

Mar 30: An old man was
killed by lightning and stand-
ing Irri crops on 15,000 acres
of land were damaged when a
nor’ wester accompanied by
heavy rain and thunder bolt hit
over the district on Monday
last, rcports UNB. .

The victim Shaukat Ali (42)
ol Chandipur in Shyamnagar
thana of the district died by

lightning while he was return-

ing home.

Another message adds:
Huge guantity of polyester and
tetron cloths wo about Taka

two lakh were seized from a
shop in Satkhira market in the
evening.

The goods were seized dur-
ing an anti-smuggling drive in
the district and three people
were arrested in this connec-
tion,

The seized cloths stored at
the shop for smyggling were
later deposited with the local
Customs authority.

CoMiLLA

SSC examinee
commits
suicide

Mar 30: An SSC examinee
allcgedly committed suicide by
hanging himsell from a ceiling
fan ai his resldence at
Hagichagaon In the town
Friday. reports UNB.

The victim was identified as
Sajjad Pervezr Alam (15) of
Comilla Zfla School.

The cause of the suicide

could not be known. A casc
was [iled with the local police

5 in this connection.

KISHOREGAN.J

Chicken pox
breaks out
alarmingly

Mar 30: Chicken pox has
broken out in an alarming form
in all the 13 thanas of the dis-
trict, reports UNB.

Hospital sources said
chicken pox affected people
are pouring intoe local health
complexes in large “‘humbers
everyday. Local people said the
discasc is engulling new arcas
creating panic among the peo-
ph

Curative medicine is scarce
in the hospitals as well as in
local markets, it was alleged.

Doctors attributed the causc
ol the spread ol the discasc to
intike of adulterated fopdstufl
and drinking of impure water.

Local leaders have urged
the concerned authorities Lo
lake immediate steps o check
the spread of the disease.

FENI

16 arrested with

ganja, wine
Mar 30: Bangladesh Riflcs
in a raldd arrested 16 peopl

who were allegedly gambling
and drinking alcohol in a resi-

dence in the town on Sunday,
reports UNI3.

Acting on a secret Up, BDR
jawans led by Major Monjur
Ahad gheraoed the residence
al Academy road and caught 16
pecople red-handed with 35
packets of ganja, 2 bottles of
wine and other materials.

The arrested were later
handed over to the police.

TANGAIL

Chairman, ward
commissioners
take oath

Mar 30 The oath-laking
ceremony of the newly clecied
chairman and 18 ward com-
missioners of Tangail
pouras ava was hcld recently
al the Deputy Commissioncr s
conference room, rcports 355,

Abdul Matin. Depuly
Commissioner conducicd the
ocath Shamsul Huq has been
cleciced Chairman of Tangafl

pourashava.
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Shaikh Razzaque Ali wvisiting the exhibition of local
Photographic Society held here at Shaheed Zia Hall in observance
anniversary of Shapla, a cultural organisation recently,

National

e
"'li,.'\:n. ;"3 2

of the 20th founding
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KUSHTIA, Mar 30 : Eight
thousand tubewells have be-
come ihoperative due to rapid
fall in groundwater level fol-
lowing
Farakka causing drinking wa-
fer crisis in the district,
reports UNB

Persisting drought for the
last three months has also ag-
gravated the situation,

Mcanwhile, G-K [Project
cration from March | could
notl epcrate due lo abnormal
low [Mow of Ganges walter ef-
fecting irrigation in 1,20,000
acres ef  land in Kushlia,
Jhenidah, Magura. Chuadanga
and Jessore districts,

A huge number of lisher-
men of the districl are facing
manifold problemis due 1o the
shortage of funds and fishing
malcrials.

About 10,000 fishermen are
living in six thanas of the dis-
irict for whom it has become
difficult 10 continuce the pro-
fession as the price of nets and

the adverse eflect ol

pump housce which started op-

Drinking water crisis

hoats has shot up

Besides, piscicullure in the
six thanas has been largely afl-
feeled as a pood number of wei-
ter bodics have dried up duce Lo
siltatfon in the Garal and
Gangcs.

Fishermen alleged that they
arc¢ to borrow moncy from
moncy lenders at height rate
of intcrest as they arce not get-
ting adequale bank-loan.

Speedy bus takes
life of school
student

KIIULNA, Mar 30: A speedy
bus has taken the Hfe of a
school student on Khulna-
Jessore highway on Friday, re-
ports UNB.

The victim, identified as
Alim, was a student of class
seven of Khulna zila School.

He was knocked down by
micro bus when he was return-
ing home by a bicycle, police
said.

8,000 tubewells inoperative
1in Kushtia

Relfable source sald many
drug companics arc seclling
substandard drugs violating the
rules and regulations of drug
manufacturing.

Paticnts alleged that a sec-
tion of physictans, particularly
sonw village guacks are pre-
scribing the spurious drugs.

Another report adds:
Kushtia Municipal Kute

Market have become very
much congested causing much
inconvenience to the people
who come for their daily shop-

ping.
This market was con-
structed 17 back having

all sorts of facilitics. But by
this time, population has in-
creased in great number and
the market can not accom-
modate huge rush of people at
present.

Immediate ton of the
market is very essential if the
inconvenience of the people is
counted. People feel that pre-
sent rice market is required to
be shifted to other place for
convenience of market goers,

DINAJPUR, Mar 30: The

Swanirvar Credit Schemes
have changed the fate of somc

265 [amilics in three northern
districts of Dinajpur, Thak:
urgaon and Panchagarh
According to the report,
Rupali Bank f{niroduced the
Swanirvar Credit Schemes in
three thanas of these districts

familics. Under the schemes,
five persons of five poor [ami-
Hes jointly opened a group ac-
count in the bank. Later, the
bank gave them loan for small
scale busincss. An amount of
taka 3,49 000 has becen :
tributed among 265 persdfis
during the year 1984, After six
years, the credit schemes
changed the fale of those 265
familics. All the familics were
doing well in small scale busi
ness,

The Cencral Manager ol
Rupali Bank Mnajpur Zonal
{}I'E- told that thosc 28656
families arc repaying thelr
loans to the bank cvery weck
The 11 branches of the bank
have alsaq distribuled an
amount of taka 50 000 among
Il distressed women of the
district in the year 1990-91

He also that an amount
of taka 5,186,10,900 has been
disbursed in these three dis-
lricts by the bank during the
last cight years. On the other
hand, an amount of Ltaka 3 50
crore has so [ar been collected
[rom the lvances during the
period.

In the year
amount of laka

1990-81 an
1,50,00. 000

wilh a view to helping the poor

Correspondent

has been distributed in thesc
thrce districts among 5,600
cultivators. Under irrigation
programme, an amount of taka
1.60,000 has been distributed
during the year.

Under BASWA [Programme,
an amount of Taka 15,00,000
has been distributed in thesc
districts during 1989-90. On
the other hand, an amount ol
Taka 11,50,000 has been col-
lected from the loarnves under
BASWA Programme during the

The Manager also said that
the bank branches distributed
reliel goods worth about taka
20,000 among Mood victims of
these districts so far

Women's college
facing problems

Dinajpur Government Wo-
men's College has been facing
acute accommodalion crisis
hampering its academic pur
suil Yo a great oxient.

The college cstablished In
1961 and nationalised in 19686
hias now over 1,000 studcents
But its accommodation facility
was not expanded up to the
requirement.

The main college bullding
and a C.1. sheet boarding house
on only 3.3 decimal land can
not accommodate students
properly. The hostel cannol
accommodate more than 60
students where the number of
siudents seeking hostel ac
commodation s much more,

There is no scparale build-
ing for science laboratory, i-

Swanirvar Credit Schemes change

fate of 265 families

brary and office in the college.
The college authority could
not provide any common room
for the students. The college
has no playground.

It was expected that the
concerned department would
take up measures for providing
better accommodation facility
for the students aflter the na-
tHionaltsation. But nothing has
s far been done in this regard.

Erratic power
supply

Power disruption has be-
come a regular feature at
Dinajpur town for some time
past causing great trouble to
the domestic as well as to the
commercial consumer.

| lardly a day or night p-lmsl

without faflure ol power sup-
ply. plunging the whole town
and its suburbs into darkness
for hours together and some-
times supply remains sus-
pcnded for days together In
the outskirt of the town and its
adjoining arcas causing untold
sufferings to the consumers.
Fluctuation of voltage is yet an-
other acute problem.

Hundreds of small indus-
tries have been facing inter-
mittent closures due (o power
disruption. Cercal grinding
machines also remained closed
most of the time for the same
regpon and villagers were seen
awafting resumption of power
supply for cereal grinding at
different markets of Dinajpur
town. But local authorities
seem Lo be quite indifferent to
the situation.

S

RANGPUR: Kotwali police arrested two sn
| worth about Taka 75,000 from Asratpur recently
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Notes from

Sirajganj

From Qur Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 30: Bang-
ladesh Sangbadik Samity and
District Press Club in a joint
meeting with Abdul Quddus in
the chair recently expressed
deep concern over hindrances
in performi professional
duties of the correspon-
dents of the national dailies.

The meeting sought co-op-
eration of the political, labour,
students and other isa-
tions in this respect. Among
others Rafiqul Alam Khan,
Aminul [slam Chowdhury,
Ashit Chowdhury, Nurul Islam
[3Jabu, Hedayetul Islam, Syed
Shamin Shirajee and Abdul
Mannan Sarder spoke in the
meeting.

The meeting also called
upon the administration to
take steps for improving the
law and order situation of the
district town.

Three minor children
" burnt alive

Three minor children
Hajera Khatun (8), Hasna Bamu
(6) and Ashraful Islam (1)
daughters and son of Mantaz
Ali of village in Tarash
thana were burnt altve in fire
incident took place or March
18 night. '

Asma Khatun (35) wife of
Mantaz Alf was admitted at
Tarash hospital with serious
burn injury. Besides, three
houses, crops and other yalu-
ables worth about Taka 80
thousand were gutted. Fire
originated from the kitchen of
Mantaz Ali while cooking
shehri food.

Fishing project
looted, 4 held

The Joisagar Fishing
Project of N hi in
thana was mur March 1
night and four of the criminals
were handed over to police
while fleeing.

A gang of 20/25 armed
miscreants raided the project
area and fled away with valu-
ables and fishes worth about
Taka five lakh while fleeing by
truck, local people led by
Project Manager Abdul Bari
chased the miscreants by a
jeep and caught Ramzan AlN,

Assoc executives
A 22-member commitice of
district Assoc-
jation was fo here rece-
ntly with Deputy Commiss-
joner A Z M Shafiqul Islam in
the chair.

Police Super Mokhlesur
Rahman, ADC (Generall M R
Amin Khondoker, Abdul Lauf
Mirza, ex-MP and Municipal
Chairman- elect T R M Noor-e-
Alam Helal were elected Vice-
Chairman, Mokaddes AH was
elected General Secrelary,
Gazi Shafiqul Islam and
Quamrul Islam were clected
joint secretaries and Syed
Abdur Roufl Sirajee Mukta was
clected treasure of the asso-
clation.

Bangabandhu's Birth
Day observed

Sirajganj district unit of
B‘ngl.ig:h Awami League and
various socio-cultural organisa-
tions observed the 73rd birth
annive of Bangbandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on
March 17. In the discussion
meeling with district AL
President Motahar llossain
Talukder presided over the
discussion meeting. The
spcakers highlighted on the
life long works of the associ-
ated leader. Among others
former MP Abdul Latif Mirza,
Anowar Hossain Rotu, Shahidul
Islam Talukder, Golam Kibria
and Bimal Das spoke on the
occasion.

Courts in thana

level demanded

Sirajgan] district Bar
Association in a meeling on
March 18 with Advocate
Rahman in the chair de-
manded re-setting of Civil and
Criminal Courts in the thana
levels.

The speakers said that after
shifting the lower courts al
district head quarters. inci-
dental costs of the cascs have
increased and the poor men
have fallen victim of such

They also told that
P e R
earlfer in the thana
levels. For greater interest of
the people, the courts of
Assistant Judges and

need re-shiflting at
thana levels, the meetljng
added

.Twn hotel

boarders
found dead

BRAH MANBARIA, Mar 30
Police recovered two bodics
including of a young girl from
hotel In the town . The
young girl was identt as
Halima BSegum,. Ist year stu:
dent of Brahmanbaria Womoen
College. But the bay, however,
could not be named immeds-

! ately, reports UNB.
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Bus journey hazardous
in Satkhira

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Mar 30 : [jus
journey in all the cight routes
of Satkhira district has become
hazardous i{n absc¢nee of good
roads, adherence to Lrallie
rules and due to reckless
driving and over loading of
buses which often lcad o ac-
cident aaxd causes uniold sul-

ferings to the passcngcrs.

According to thc sources,
the law enforcing agency can
not find out the drivers re-
sponsible for the accidenis as
they use [ake names and ad-
dresses without having any
valid licences.

Whenever a bus slops pas-
sengers get on the vchicles
and are even allowed to
sit on the roof of the bus and
to stand on the bumper even
or on the footboards.

This entails a greal risk for

&-‘.ucnfn and in addition
scs also carry a huge quan-
tity of goods on Lhe As a
result many road accidents
have occurred on Lhe roads
during recent period.

Most of the roads in the
district are narrow and besides
numerous potholes have devel-
oped on these roads in ab-
sence of timely repairs. As a
result in rainy days these roads
turn unserviceable thus caus-
ing much miseries o the Lrav-
ellers. '

IL is also found that most of
the buses and minibuses on
the roads arc engaged in mad
competition lo pick up pas-
senger without considering
the capacily of the vchicles.
Morecover, the bus conduciors
realise excessive fare and cvery
often misbchave with Lhe pas-
sengers, it is also widcly felt

Dinajpur town beset

with manifold problems
" From Our Correspondent

DINAJPUR, Mar 30 :
Dinajpur district town wit
about 1,50,000 inhabitants has
long been neglecied by the
pwrnm:ulhnrlun.

The middle class and poor
sccijon of the are yet to
enjoy urban facilities though
the pourasava was established
here long ago. No government
in the past bothered to min-
imjse the problems of the
town dwellers. Protlests were
ratsed several times against
the pourasava authoritics but to
no effect. -

Almost all the roads in the
town are so narrow thal two
rickshaws cannot ply side by
side at a time. Besidcs, the
roads once damaged arc notl
repaired again. During the

season, the traffic on the

s meet with total collapsc.

The vital road linking the

kachari 1as long been left in a
precarious state.

Roadside drains with hcavy
silt overflow after a slight
rainfall disrupting road com-
munication and civic life.
Continuous flow of service la-
trines emit bad odour causing

serious afir pollution. Most
ponds are [illed with watcrhy-
acinth and stagnanl walcr
creates massive breeding cen-
tres for the mosquilocs. As a
result, mosquito menace s so
scrious thal il goes beyond on-
durance. Even atl day lime, the
babies are kepl wunder
flo‘nets.
Mosl tubewells in Lhe town
are rng out of order due to
about Afty pcr cent of
inhabitants are compclied to
collect water from Lthe mcarby
ponds and canals. As a result,
most people are suffering from
intestinel disease. Markels on

‘the otiy>r hand arc always

loaded with filth and
are rarcly clea causing se-
rious inconvience to both cus-
tomers and sellers,

Besides, the educalion sec-
tor also lacks minimum facili-
tics as most high and primary
schools are running without
adequate number of leachers,

Moreover, the boeggars shal-
ter peace ol the dwellers
‘Hundreds of slums have been
crealed causing sheer envi-
ronmenial polhation

NARAYANGANJ: A broken electric pole in front of local

Rifle Club at Chashara which may bring danger at any

moment.
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Sale of bidis without

bandrolls unabated

KISHOREGANJ, Mar 30 :
The sale of bidis without ban-
drolls in all the 13 thanas of
Kishoreganj district has been
causing heavy loss to the gov-
ernment.

According to the reports,
many bidi factories in the dis
trict which emp thou-
sand of workers arc selling
bidis without bandrolls. The
consumption of bidis has in-
creased during the recent
ttmes due to the rise in the
prices of different brands of
cigarciles.

As per the existing law taka
37 musl be as excise duty
for cach 100 packets of bidis
It is found that the owners ol
the bidi factories supply their
products to the markets with
oul bandrolls. It is alse ob-
scerved that they use forged
bandrolls.

The colleciion of the used
bandrells from the rttl;l
scllers is ng on, it is a
leged. lbug the actual pro-
duction of the factories is not

shown in the for evad-
ing government duties.
It s that many cus-

tom ollie were involved in
such bad practices.

Another rveport adds: The
dny girls are moving freely in
the district town and this is
creating social ms

The. gay mostly [from
poor fanilies are engaged in
tmmaoral activities spreading
venereal diseases among Lthe
youths of the town,

Some of the gay girls in-

| formed that in the absence of

job opportunities they arc
mnpcrk-d to take this heinous

occupation to earn their livell-
hood.

The school and college stu-
dents and the s are en-
ticed by the ugly gestures ol
these gay girls in different
places of the town. Some are
also cngaged in other antj-so-
cial activities after the sunsel
it is alleged.

The gay girls are found
roaming near cinema halls,
railway stations, clubs, bus
stands, hospital area and
roadsides in search of clienis.

Chhatra Le:Eue
thana, college

unit confce held
From Our Cerrespondent

MOULVIBAZAR, Mar 30:

Annual conference of Ban:
Chhatra B-K,
Rajnagar thana college

units was held recently at
Rajnagar Degree C ge

presided
while, Oeneral Secretary of
Moulvibazar distriet wnit of

Jattya Dal WUSD-
Inu) Mathar Masik at-
tended as chiel guest.

Nazimuddin Ahmed ral,
distriet unit President of

Chhatra League (B-K) inaughu-
rated it




