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The Flow of Investment

Al a meeling held last week to review the
progress of investment in the industrial sector
over the last two years or, to be precise, since
April, 1991, Shamsul Islam Khan, the Industries
Minister. came out with some vital statistics. He
was impelled to do so, it would seem, to counter
what. he said. a [alse and motivated campaign
being carried out by some vested interest g:u
which have lost their credibility with the ban
and hence were now being
hunds.

It is not diflicult to understand that the politi-
cal ¢ -over in the country, and such a mo-
mentous one at that, by the devastating

lones of April, 1991, would cause a disruption
of normal economic activity. Due to the disloca-
tion in infrastructure facilities, particularly in
communication, power and transportation sec-
tors, industrial investment often turns out (o be
the worst hit in such a sftuation. A pause in new
invesiments was, therefore, perhaps inevitable.
What has worrted many was, whether or not this

ause was degenerating into inertia. The data
urnished now should help dispel some of these
misgivings. The int um, it seems, is over.

Statistics furnished at the meeting show that
during the period under review, the Board of
Investment (BOI) has registered 602 large and
medium scale industries outside the Chillagﬂnﬁ
Export Processing Zone while the Bangla-des
Small and Cottage Industries Corporation (BSCIC)
has registered 3319 units.

These numbers are encouraging. However, we
have to point out that unless accompanied by a
base for comparison, numbers reeled off do not,

themselves, bring out the full picture. For want
ol a referral, we, in this case, find ourselves un-
able to discern how much, by way of achievement,
these numbers signify and whether the perfor-
mance is impressive or just lacklustre, We feel
that the minister would have done well to corre-
late his figures to the industrial investment tar-
gets for the private sector as set out in the Fourth
Five Year Plan for the corresponding period. This
would have provided a fairly firm base for
adjudging the performance in two years' time.

Another area which has us worried is the rela-
tively high incidence of what the minister called
dormant’ units among the industries registered
during the period under consideration. the to-
tal number of industries ered with BOI, 189
or 31 per cent of the lot, are stated to have still
remained dormant. In the case of BSCIC, it is 792
or nearly 24 per cent of the total. In a country
where, after the change of administration, nearly
one-third of the total industrial establishments
are found to be non-performing, or 'sick' as many
would put it, this phenomenon of dormancy is
rather unnerving. It is not known to us if the
sponsors of these dormant entities_had already
availed of bank financing. If it be so then we could
be well on the way to creating a new breed of
bank loan defaulters.

We suggest that this aspect of the matter
should be looked into hnmcdtatey. May be the
appropriate agency, to our mind BOI, should
carry out a survey of these dormant entities
forthwith. The survey should identify the reasons
for the dormancy and corrective measures, if any,
that could appropriately be takem:aboth by the
sponsors and the agencies in the government
charged with the task ol supporting the process
of industrialisation. Such a job, i[ discharged
earnestly, could also test how eflective the pre-
senl supportive role of the government is in
pmmﬂtlnﬁ industry. May we also hope that the
results ol such a survey, if undertaken at all,
would be made public as soon as possible.

Loan for the Disadvantaged

The arguments over macroeconomic and mi-
croeconomic plans have often been intensely pas-
sionate of late, with mdcroeconomy receiving
overwhelmingly greater emphasis. Amidst the
furore, however. economic and social justice
seems (o have gone out of focus. The lopsided

lanning -maniflests its weakness in d forms

ul a representative case in point is the ular-
ity not only in loan payment but also credit sanc-
tion. This newspaﬂcr carried a report on this is-
sue yeslerday highlighting the various problems
small and marginal farmers face. The system has
been manipulated to give benefits of agricultural
loans to the comparatively better-placed middle
class and landlords, leaving the poor peasants fur-
ther disadvantaged. This report from Manikgonj
speaks for almost the entire country which has to
bear the mounting pressure of the ever-increas-
ing landlessness — a natural consequence of the
soclo-economic aberration,

In question here are not the big loan default-
ers, against whom the government is yet to de-
cide its actions, but simple village folks with
small amounts. Floods, droughts and other natural
calamities have most of the times been responsi-
ble for the small farmers’ non-payment their
loans. But even more pernicious is the abnormally
high rate ol interest on credits they receive from
money-lenders and landlords. Evidently, if the
privileged are allowed to enjoy
worlds, the disadvantaged are forced to forsake
claims to all conceivable rights. What a nice way
of rewarding the most productive section of our

ople ! Alter all it is not the toffs but the ill-clad
armers who produce most.

Yet this is not the only virtue of the small
farmers to qualify them for a better deal. At least
one glaring example of the poor people's repay-
ment ol loans has been set by the Grameen Bank.
So the fault does not lie with the farmers but with
the system itséll. Sure enough, the banks and
other [inancial institutes have exposed their in-
ternal drawbacks more, allegedly, by adopting a
one-eyed policy in which the people of minority
communily are said to have been 'barred’ from
loan entitlement. Reports and articles carried in
a section of the media also have it that members
of the so-called minority community are facing

enied access to

difficulty to draw large sums from their own

savings accounts. This reported discriminatory
measure has come under attack but to no avalil.
Clearly all this goes against the provisions of
the country's constitution. The discrimination
against the poor and the members of a certain
community or communities may have different
facets .and connotations but essentially both of
these leave a crippling effect on the country's
economy. Hundreds of crores have been wasted
in the name of industrialisation and on the privi-
leged class. Even a fraction of this could resusci-
tate the economy at the grassroots level. It has to
be a political decision arrived at with support
socio-economic planning.

the best of both
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HERE were times
when none doubted the
victory of the Congress
al the polls; now none doubts

[ the defeat of the party. It may

not even emerge as the single
largest group In the next Lok
Sabha. The party is sliding
down Lhe slope so rapidly that
fts wvery [uture shape s
uncertain.

o atiribute this to the
holding of Congress presi
dent's office by the prime min
ister is an over-simplification.
Mhose who have been agitating
lor one-man, one-post may
have found the issue handy to
attack Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao's functioning
withoul coming into the open.
But they too know he realises
that it is not the le
arc alter but Rao [

Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira
Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi com-
bined the two positions. When
Purshottam Das Tandon was
elceted the Congress presi-
dent, despite Nehru's reserva-
tions, the former had to go.
Later, Mrs Gandhi went to the
extent ol splitting the party
when S Nijalingappa sided
with the old guard to select
Sanfjiva Reddy as the party's
presidential candidate in the
lace of her opposition. Rajtv
Gandhi never took any
chances.

Rao has been quite right in
objecting to a parallel point of
power. The Congiess presi
dent, the organisational head,
is bound to clash with the ex
ecutive chiel because one has
all the trappings of position
withoul power and the other
has all the power.

The issue is not that of
sharing power. Nor is the orfe
raiscd by Arjun Singh, who has
challenged Rae, that the
Congress leadership has failed
to evolve a strategy to counter
Hindu communalism. The cri-
sis stems from the increasing
realisation among the
Congressmen that they cannot
win in the next elections with
Rao as their leader. They want

EVERAL Northern gove-

mments have cut their

aid budgets or diverted

the flow of funds from the

South of Eastern Europe,

despite the pledges their

lecaders made at the Earth

Summit in Rio last June to
increase aid significantly.

In the past month Sweden

. has announced a 10% cut in fis

aid programme by $204 mil-
lion from the 1992 level of $2
bilion. As a proportion of gross
national income, the aid would
decline from 1% to 0.9%.

In Canada, the government
announced the development
aid budget would be cut by
10% in each of the next three
years, and over a five-year pe-
rtod the aid cut would amount
to $4.4 billlon. According to
news reports, a substantial
Ezrt of the reduced aid would

diverted from the South
towards Eastern Europe and
aid to middle-income coun-
tries would be more closely
tied to Canadian corporate in-
terests.

The European Community
has also planned to cut off 11%
ol its development aid budget
which would fall by 8300 mil-
lion, from $2.81 billion In
1992 to $2.5] billion.

In October, the Dutch
Minister [or Development
Cooperation Jan Pronk,
lamented that the 'spirit of

address.

"Letters to the editor”

Sir, 1 have gone through the
letter caplioned “Letters to the
Editor” by Mr K R Zakhmi
(The Daily Star 17.3.93). The
remarks of Mr Zakhmi that
"Mr Zahidul lague has devel-
oped a mania for letler writ-
ing” and that he had "no inten-
lion to hurt his leclings in any
way” while at the same time
expressing wonder as to how
Prol Haque manages to write
s0 many letters o almost all
the English language newspa-
pers and periedicals on nu-
merous topics and raising a
question of his prolessional re-
sponsibility, very much amused
me. After 50 many comments a
reader will be very much in a
fix to decide what actually Mr
Zakhmi wanls to say.

We have occasions to see
that a bank officer may at the
same time be a TV performer,

A Govt employce may do some
work 1in privale capacity,
which does not affect his main
job either. Mr Zakhmi should
rcalise that if he really did not
mean wounding the feeling of
'rof Haque, he miscrably failed
to make a point.

[ Hus sain Ahmed
13, Abdul Hadi Lane, Dhaka

Iftar parties

Sir, This has a reference to
Mr S M All's column, 'My
World' of 19th March '93. In
.one of the parties that Mr Al{
attended, he was told that the
cost of the Iftar parties came
[rom the contingency fund.
This contingency fund is ob-

Letters for publication in these columns
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed |
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Congress: A Party without Ethos

could arovse
sentiments the old days.
This may well be part of a

long-term stralegy but it

waiting but Rao has sl 10
convince his band of support-
ers that he s worthy of the of-
fice he tolds. This only dwarfs
the future of the Congress.

The rcal problem with the
Congress is thal it is a non-ac-
tion and non-thought party. It
is tacking without idcology or
idealism. The dissidents arc
trying to refurbish the old im-
age. Arjun Singh's call for con-
frontation against the Bhartiya
Janata Farty (BJP) or the other
RSS front, Vishwa Ilindu
Parishad (VHP) is meant to re-
gain the Congress nﬁzcnl
among the Muslims, who at
present dislike the party more
than the BJP. Some¢ other
critics Fave brought in even
liberal economie reforms

in the large numbcr of
i who have been lefl out
in new policy.

There are two reasons why
the is losing fts hold,
One is internal squabbling; ev-

meetings in privale have re-
turned. This is nothing new
but in the past the prime nin-

was powerful enough o
impose his or her will. [t has
a consensus candidale
and has fafled to build the im-
age of an unquestionod leadcor
Take Maharashtra. Ilc tried
to build up a lobby against
Sharad Pawar, the stile satrap,
and selected Sudhakar Natk as
the chicl minister. The ploy
fatled when Sharad Pawar de-
edded w challecnge Naik. In
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gonal party, tl frrvatien of
which fs now v o
stage. The o) vhich the
present o b minister

Vecruppa Moily s Lwitng *
hands of dissidents may be the
start of a splt in Congress
Fearils

In Orissa, 1he
in Ik Coni
the kay, Dospie Hao s
re o - appeals, Uty have
noi . narrowed down their dif-
fcrences, much less come to-
gether. One faction has openly
said that it would rather have
the continuance of Janata Nal
govermmen! than aceept the
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THE LINES

Kuidip Nayar writes from New Delhi

should step down battle
of nerves between Lhe two
raged for more than six

months, making a mockary of
Rao's authority. Bangarappa
cvenlually stepped down on
the persuaston of seme media-
tors but he made it obvious
that he would start a new re-

minister is
consulting him regularly and
may cven o day induct him
in the Union eabinet. But
Tiwart cannot coalesee the
. which is divided tnte

the
which has practically gone o
the hands of the [P, Rao, un-
fike Indira Gandhi, Rajiv
Candhi or even V I* Singh. has

tthe following in the state.

Madhya Pradesh is the
soene of open Hghting between
Arjun Singh and V C Shukla,
who is reportedly running the
siate governmoenl, al present
under the coentral rule, afier
the dismissal of the BJP min-
isiry. This is eiw state from
the carlier four (WP -run stales
which can be worn back by the
Congress. ut Lactionalism is so
decp and so wide that rivals
are bunt upon defeating each
ether cven al the cxpense of
the IWJP's return,

Rao's threat of taking strin

gent action against arwone
‘crossing the bounds n{rLI

" in the party s not

the Haste

in
demolition of the
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with the BJP. Some say that he
ultimately wanis to head a
coalition with the BJP.

The signs of this unholy al-
llance were visible when he
had a Congress MP elected as

agreeing in advance that the

post deputy !

would to the BJP. |

RSS chiefl Balagaheb Deoras
aising Rao h;: presence
doing what an

a “good job.”

Northern Countries Impose Drastic Aid Cuts

Rio’ had already seemed to
have faded away and said ‘'we
should not allow that to hap-
pen’. But in November, Pronk
himself had to announce a real
decline in Dutch development
aid.

Faced with stagnant
cconomies and high budget
deficits, and placing increas-
ingly higher priorities on
Eastern Europe, most
Northern governments seem
to have been overcome by

fatigue’ in providing aid to the
South.

This is ironic, since so
much time and effort had been
expended at the Rioc Summit
and in the two years of
preparatory meetings before
that, to negotiate the size of
the financial resources that the
South needed from the North
to implement UNCED - (the
United Nations Conference on
Environment and

Development] commitments.
The UNCED Sccretariat had

by Martin Khor

Aid or ‘financial resources’ was the Earth Summit’'s biggest issue. The principle of large
increases was accepted. But the North is backtracking and imposing cuts instead, with
severe social and economic consequences for Third World countries.

estimated thht the South re-
quired $125 billion of external
aid for Agenda 21 activilies,
After prolonged and heated
debates, the governments at
Rio agreed to reaflirm their
commilments to reach the UN
target of 0.7% of gross national
product [GNP) for aid. Some
countries agreed to recach the
target by the year 2000,
Developed countries agreed to
make their ‘best efforts 10 in-
crease thetr ODA level .

On the last days of the Rio
Summit, many Southern coun-
ry diplomats had alrecady ex-
pressed disappointment at the
Northern countries’ refusal to
make a firm commitment to
increase their aid to the al-
ready long pledge 0.7% of GNP
level by a fixed year.

One ciplomal said he found
that after many months of ag-
onising talks on aid and B-
nance, ‘'we were after all nego-
tiating the size of the zero'
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should be

tuined from the government
taxes and ultimately from what
the country produces through
hard labour,

When 80% of the people in
this country do not have two
proper meals a day, the Iftar
parties can hardly be justified.

The well heeled people of our
society hardly need the nour-
ishment that is offered in the
parties. Besides, valuable time

in lost, which is also a non-re-
newable resource.

Shahabuddin Mahtab
5] Siddheswari Road
Dhaka -1217

Chittagong Cement
Co. dividend

Sir, This refers to a letter
written by Mr Adecbur Rahm-
an and appearing in your
esteemed daily on the 19th
February, 1993. The appre-
hensfon expressed by Mr
Rahman {s reinforced by the
fact that the A G M of
Chittagong Cement Co has not
yet been convened despite the
lact that BCIC as fts Managing
Agents declared 40% dividend
as carly as December, 1992 —
maybe ostensibly for the pur-
pose of enhancing the market
value of its shares to an all
time high and obtaining a big
offer from the prospective
bidders. In the process the
small investors who purchased
the shares at very high rate af-
ter declaration of 40% divi-
dend are in a fix. Many of them
had no knowledge about disin-
vestment nor doubted about
the sincerity of the
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Corporation about the declared
dividend.

For the past two years, the
AGM was held in the month of
March but this year there is
still no indication yet about the
date of AGM despite the decla-
ration of 40% dividend in
December last, which is quite
unusual. Maybe the highest
bidder is applying pressure on
the Corporation and Govt
Department concerned to
hand over the ma nt of
the company before the AGM
is held.

We hope that the AGM is
held without further delay and
that there won't be any foul
play in this regard and the in-
vestors will not be deprived of
the declared dividend.

I3 Hassan
54, Siddheswart Circular Road.,

Dhaka

'Third Force in
Politics'

Sir, Mr Zillur Rahman Sidd-
iqui’'s commentary on the
"Third Force in Politics” (Star,
Passing Clouds', March B8) is
more like an academician's
benevolent look at the passing
show, than an acute political

analysis.

He has ignored the unten-
able scenario that two leaders
at tug of war cannot lead the
country forward. One has to
yield substantially, and, obwvi-
ously, that cannot be the party

in power.

The main opposition party
has to change the gear from
reverse to forward. There is no
point in harping on the quality
of the government — a situa-
tion (understandable) in
evolving societies.

We need dynamic leader
ship, not dynamometers (stati-
onary running wheel to
measure power),

Allf Zabr
Dhaka

However, despite the lack
of concrete aid commitments,
there was a distinct undcer
slanding throughout the
UNCED process that the North
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would increase aid flows sub-
stantially to enable the South
to implement UNCED propos-
als.

‘Now, only a lew months afl-

more employment, bigger

investment and rapid
arceleration of The
Congireasme n sce re on all
fronts. Probably the gestation
period will be long but the
party mwi are impatient for
i * ihalos,

temorrow I any case, he
wiarts - < Wimeell fr-
Ay une el as me
Erie as - As The ¢

of the harly . the prese
image of the Congress
of a squabbling crowd inter-
ested only in secking the
lpﬂihﬂfﬂﬁ’lﬂ, It is terrible to
think that we may be losing all
our valucs and sinking into the
sordidness of opportunist poli-
ties,” Nehru wrote w0 Krishna
Menon in a letter nearly 35
ycars ago. That was bound to
happen when the party has
been falling from fts ethos of
scrvice and dedication over
the years. With deteriorating
standards in the leadership,
the situation was bound to be
aggravated

In the past lwo decades,
there has hardly been any
Congress leader at the Centre
or in the states above the taint
ol nepotism. Rajtv Gandhi's
Bolors gun deal is still rocking
the nation. Rao's own family is
said to be involved In land and
business scandals. How does a
Congressman at the sroots
defend his party and what in-
spiration does he draw? And
how does the ous of some
rom Lhe party help it face the
people’s disillusionment?

ter the Rio Summit, it is clear
that many Northern counirfes
are not even willing 1o main-
tain their aid budgets. The giee
of the aid increase has turned
oul o be even less than zero.
The | of aid Nows,
and indeed aid cutbacks. is
likely 10 be a major issue for
discussion at the first meeting
of the Commission for
Sustainable ment, o be
held in Ne% York in June, —

Third World Network Features
Martin Khor (s director of
the Third World Network.

OPINION

"Terrorist" as a Saviour

If you are a Muslim and have
"Mohammed” as a prefix or
suffix to your name, these can't
be very happy days for you in
America. After the recent ter-
rorist attack at the World
Trade Centre in New York that
left at least six persons dead
and several hundred wounded,
Muslims, especially those from
the Arab countries, are unde
suspicion. ¥

This has not surprised most
Muslims. The American soci-
ety. especially its media, ap-
pear to be generally biased
against Muslims of Arab de-
scent. "Fundamentalist® is a
term applied almost exclu-
sively to mean Muslims who
are supposedly out there to
deslgoy America and its most
trusted ally, Israel. After
Mohammed Salameh, ' a
Jordanian of Palestinian origin,
was arrested by FBI for possi-
ble involvement in the Trade
Centre bombing, the New York
Times flashed across its front
page a banner headline pro-
claiming, "Muslim
Fundamentalist arrested”. The
media and the FBI conve-
niently ignored the fact that
hi? religion was only inciden-
tal.

And as expected, the arrest
of the "Muslim fundamentalist”
has led to an upsurge in open
hostility towards all Muslims;
Arab or not. According to re-
ports, all mosques are now un-
der surveillance. Many Muslim
employees are being scruti-
nized and their backgrounds
checked. A number of Arab
employees have been dis-
missed, apparently "due to se-
curity reasons”. As the
President of New York's
National Council on Islamic
Affairs told the New York
Times, "If you are a Muslim,
you are now a suspect in the
eyes of the law.”

Mosques across Amerfca
have come under hostile at-
tacks from neighbourhood
gangs. The New Jersey
mosque, where Salameh used
to pray, has been vandalized,
its second floor serfously dam-
aged. A large [slamic centre in
Brooklyn, New York has been
stoned. FBI squads have ques-
tfoned the organizers of hun-
dreds of Islamic centres in
most major cities. Even a small
prayer house wused by
Bangladeshis in New York has
not eluded the police's stern
vigilance. The mosque in New
York's residential Jamaica dis-

trict has been asked to stop
functioning. "You don't have a
certificate of occupancy,” the
mosque's head Imam was told,

The anti-Arab/Muslim hys-
leria rerminds one of the Gull
war days. Al that time, the FBI
had interrogated practically all
Arab and Middle Eastern busi-
ness and community leaders.

S & Hasan

There was also a dramatic
surge in "hate crimes” against
the Muslims and Arabs. The
American-Arab Committee, a
public interest lobbying group,
claims that in 1991 there were
at least 119 serious crimes

commitied against the Arabs. -

The previous year, the figure
:Lnocrﬂ 39. Even the legal sys-
tem did not remain above the
intrusion of hatred. According
to the New York Times, a New
York judge openly abused an
American Syrian lawyer for be-
ing Arab. "You are our sworn
enemies,” the judge told the
lawyer. He was later censured
by a state commission on judi-
cial conduct.

While the alleged involve-
ment of an Arab in the Trade
Centre bombing deeply dis-
mayed the Muslims in general,
and the Arab-Americans in
particuler, the pro-Israeli lobby
has fourd it a cause for rejoic-
ing. Barners and posters im-
mediately rose at different
parts of New York proclaiming
support for Israel. A picture
published in the New York
Times showed a man holding a
placard that read : "Israel was
right in expelling the
Palestinians.” It was not diffi-
cult to read the message the
Times wanted to transmit.

Major pro-lsraeli newspa-
pers, with the Times in the
lead, have gleefully hammered
the point saying in so many
words that Israel was ex-
tremely vulnerable now due to
“terrorist acts". To meet the
challenge thrown by the ter-
rorists, including those in the
Occupied Territories, Israel
needs continued economic as-
sistance. The New York Times,
in a barrage of successive re-
ports, whined about attempts
by some lawmakers and mem-
bers of the Clinton administra-
tion to put a cap on aid to
Israel.

Recession or no recession,
Israel continues to remain the
reciptent of the largest US aid
It recetves almost $3 billion
annually which amounts to 8
per cent of that country's an-
nual national budgel. Of the
139 billon US forcign aid
budget for 1993, almost 36
per cent are allocated for
Israel and Egypl, the latter re-
ceiving about $2. 1 billion.

Congressman Daid Obey of
Wisconsin, among others, has
sugpcsted that the US could no
longer provide foreign aid to
Isracl and Egypt at the current

level, If domestic econamy is
Washington's prime concern,
it will have to do something

about pumping this amount of
money to just two countries,
he has suggested. Similar
commenls were made by the
US Ambassador to [srael
William Ilarrop who told

israeli officials recently - that

there was ne guarantee that ,
the level of US aid to Israel

would remain unchanged. The

ever vigilant New York Times

immediately ran a lead story
saying "Clinton challenged on

share of US aid going to Israel

and Egypt”. Even before the

strong pro-lsracl lobby could

ring the alarm bell, the pan-

icked Clinton administration

offictals intervened to allay

fears about reducing aid to

Israel. "Our commitment to
Israel is unconditional,” a
spokesman was quoted as say-

ing. The following week, when

Israeli Prime Minister Rabin

visited Washington, President

Clinton himsell assured him

that US aid flow would remain

unchanged.

It has bcen suggested by
many that President Clinton
will face criticism [rom the
developing countries if he sig-
nificantly reduces US foreign
aid without touching the kitty
meant for Isracl. But so sacro-
sanct the aid to Israel has be-
come that Senator Bob Dole,
the sénior-most Republic
Senator, had to retreat from a
suggestion that more money
should be channelled to
Russia, even though it might
mean channelling less money
to Israel. His own colleagues,
besides most major newspa-
pers and op ed page colum-
nists, chided Mr Dole for even
considering such a "fatal mis-
take”.

Incidentally, Russia re-
ceived only millon dur-
ing 199] and 1992 in eco-
nomic assistance from
Washington. Mr Dole had only
suggested that it was more
important now to provide all
possible help to Russia as
America’s national security was
far more related to Moscow's

success in consolidating
democracy at home. Obviously,
his appeal fell on deafl ears.
President Clinton, who ap-
pears to be committed to help-
ing Russia, has recently asked
for an additional $400 million
and it is not sure whether he
will be given the money.

Obviously the pro-lsraeli
lobby was extremely pleased at
the turn of events in the US.
By focusing on the Palestinian
identity of the alleged terror-
ist, constantly hammering his
"fTundamentalist” alleglance and
portraying him as a "Hamas"
supporter, they have been able
to pull off another media coup
for Israel. Mohammed Salameh
may — or many not — be the
man responsible for the bomb
blast at the World Trade
Centre, but he certainly seems
to be a saviour for Israel.

The writer Is a resident of
New York and contributes oc-
casionally to the Star.
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