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—W'hen the Going Gets Tough

By Shamsad Mortuza
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"We cannot pray for accidents to occur for
the sake of our profit,” said Mohammad Ayub
Ali, one of the nine craltsmen involved in
making crutches in front of" the "Pongu
Hospital.” There are nine small hut-like shops
in total that sell wooden crulches for the lame
patients at the. city's biggest orthopacdic
centre. "Gamari, Garzan and Mango timbers are
generally used to make these crutches,
essential for the treatment of injured or
handicapped persons,” added Ayub, pointing at
the crutches that stood infront of him.

Usually, the sale varies from eight to ten
pairs a day — however, often there is a day
without a single sale, informed the 26-ycar-old
young man.

"There was not a single client yesterday,
and untfl now we have not had a customer,”
said he looking at the blazing sun.

"Our business rises and falls with the
number of accidents,” conceded Ayub.

"Sometimes there are some rich customers
who buy 10 to 12 crutches at a time to donate
them among the poor,” came a voice from
aside. Matiur Rahman, a crippled man in his
early thirties appeared. "We take less moncy
for a large volume of supply,” he said. while
working on the curved wooden portion of the
crutch.

The normal price of a pair of crutches
ranges from Taka 100 to Taka 150, Steel made
crutches are sold for Taka 250.

Typhoid cost Matiur Rahman both his lcgs
when he was just a year old. Being crippled
himsell, he with his skilled hands prepared

walk wit

400

to menlion.

One

"We will

the 'helping sticks' for the handicapped Lo

"] was trained in this profession by the
Baptist missionaries at Tongi. This is the only
thing | am capable of doing to carn my bread.”
sighed Matiur, while sawing off the timber into
sizes. "The making charge of the crutches are
around Taka 100, but we have to pay Taka
per month for the shop.”

The shops. though built on governmcnt
khas land by the side walk, opposite to the
orthopaedic hospital is "owned” by soma local
musclemen, whose name the traders declined

“We have to pay the police also for looking
after us .....” said one salesman.

"We are here because we are nceded ..,
whenever a crippled man comes into the
hospital, crutches are a must to support his
plaster wrapped

legs.” he added.

patient of the orthopaecdic hospital,
however, had a different opinion about the
cruich-shops.

"It is very painful to see the crutches just
opposite to the entrance of the hospitlal ... it
reminds you that you are an invalid,” said the
patient sitting at the corridor of the hospital.
be very
government makes a permanent shed for us in
thé hospital premises,” said another salcsman.

"In that case the government, instead of the
“musclemen,” will earn some revenue, and we
will be saved from the harassment of the
bullies,” he added.
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a procession yesterday protesting police attack on Nirmul
- Star photo

Carry out duties
sincerely: Abbas

By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka Cily Corporation
(CC) or Mirza Abbas, MP
has ur all 10 carry oul Lheir
dutics sincerely o make the
hard earned independence of
Lhe country meaningful.

He was addressing a dis
cussion mecting organised by
DCC Karmachari Sangsad to
mark the Indeperidence Day as
chiel guesl yesicrday

The function was ad-
dressed, among others, by DCC
Secretary Abdus Shukur,
sangsad president and general
sceretary Amiruzzaman and
Samsul Haq Bhuylan respec-
Hivety
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BJMC earns Tk 375c¢r
in eight months

The 13th meeting of the
Parlamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Jute Ministry was
held here yesterday with the
chairman of the committee
Jute Minister ASM Hannan
Shath in the chair, reports BSS.

The mecting discussed var-
jous aspects ol cxporting jutc
goods abroad.

Mcanwhile, Bangladesh Jute
Mills Corporation (I3JJMC) has
exporied onc lakh ninclysix
thousand mectric tons ol jute
goods and carncd 375 crore
taka in the first eight and a
hall months of the current fi-
nancial year. The quantity of
exporl is 19 per cent higher

whilc the camoed amount is 7.

per cent more than that of the
corresponding  period of last
yCur,

Bul at the samie time the
Bangladesh Jute Mills
Assoctation ([3JJMA) and the
Bangladesh Jule Spinners
Association ([RSA) have fafled
o atiain its export target both
in terms of quantfty and
canings.

Members of the Jatiya
Sangsad Advocale Khairul
Enam. AKM Fazlul Hag,
Mosharral Hossain and Altal
llossain Golandaj were present
in the meeting.

Gamma irradiation plant
commissioned in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Mar 30: The
first commereial gamma irra-
diation plant in the country
was formally commissioned
today in the BSCIC industrial
¢state at Faujdarhat here, re-
ports BSS,

Gammatech Limited, a pri-
vate joint venture com be-
tween Bangladesh Alomic
Energy Commission (BAEC)
and Beximco Group estab-
lished the multi-purpose
gamma {rradiation plant to
preserve foods and sterilise
medical, family planning and
personal care products and
supplies.

Inaugurating the plant as
the chief guest Education
Minister Barrister Jamiruddin
Sircar said irradiation was a
convenient and cificient tech-
nique for food preservalion
and sterilisation of medical

products, which s now
recognised and accepted in-
ternationally.

He said the use of this
technique would help achieve
high degree of sterility for bulk
supplies in a short period of
time.

Presided over by BAEC
Chairman Dr M A Mannan, the
inaugural function was ad-
dressed, among others, by L K

Siddiqui MP, Additional
Sccretary in-Charge of the
Science and Technology

Division Abdulla |larcon Asha,
Beximco Chairman Sohel
Rahman and Managing

Director of Gammatech Dr Mir
Mousharral Hossain.

Speaking on the occasion
Dr M A Mannan, who is also
Chairman
Limited, said food irradiation
is used to save cnergy, reduce
foodspoilage, ensure supply of
safer and quality foods, extend
storage life, improve distribu-
tion and markcting leading 10
stabilisation of food prices.

The irradiation plant has
been established at a cost of
Taka 8 crore with the techni-
cal assistance of Inlernational
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

Dr Mannan said frradiated
food was safc and beneficial for
mankind and it was proved by
experiments conducted by the
UN agencies like FAO, WHO
and IAEA.

, Dr Mosharral |lossain said
irradiation could be profitably
used in preserving frozen
shrimps, fish and meat by
prolonging storage life, reduc-
ing spillage bactcrial load, re-

ducing the number of cerlain
pathogenic microorganisms
which cause food bornce dis-
eases and safeguarding against
foreign buyer's rejection.

He said irradiation could
inhibit sprouting and rotting of
polatoes, onjons and garlics
during storage and reducc
sweelening of potatoes in the
ofl- scason. It can also control
insect and fungal infestation of
dricd fish, he added.

of Gammatech 1

S-party call to
make Nirmul
rally a success

The Five Party  Alliance
Monday cille<d upon the people
to uniledly resist any attempt
of the government to thwart
tomorrow's public meeting in
the city called by the Nirmul
Commitiee, reports UNDB.

The call was given by the
stecring committee of the al-
Hance at a meeting held at the
residence of Rashed Khan

| Menon in the evening. The

Alltance convenor Hasanul Haq
Inu chaired the meeting.

The National Coordination
Commitiee for Elimination of
Killers and Collaborators of 71
called the country-wide
demonstration on March 31 to
protest police excess on dur-
ing their rallies March 26 and
2R

It called for making the
March 31 programmes of the
Committee an allout success.

JS body on Social

Welfare meet held |

About 11.5 thousand n
and women have been re i-
tated socio- economically dur-
ing the last 12 ycars through
six government rchabilitation
centres run by Social Scrvices
Department, rcports 1SS,

This was informed ycsicr-
day in a meeting ol the
Parlamentary Standing Com-
mitiee on Social Wcllare
Ministry at the Sangsad [3haban
here.

State Minister for Social
Welfare and Women's Allairs
Sarwari Rahman presided over
the mecling.

It was informed in the
meeting that 1354 inmaics of
six government rehabilitation
centres are residing at Mirpur
of Dhaka, Godnafl ol Nara-
yanganj, Detila of Manikgan},
Dhala of Mymensingh, Ka-
shimrpur and Pubail of
Gazipur,

THERE

Lok Nattya
Dal

Lok Nattya Dal organiscd a
gct-together at the Mahila
Samity auditorfum roecently
Activisis of fifty theatre groups
ook part in the get ogether
Sporis, music were Lhe high
lights of Lthe day

Bangladesh Cancer
Society
The 20 -member Exvoutive
Commitice of the Dangladcesh

Cancer Socivty (BCS] was
formed recently with Prol Sy

yid Fazlul |lug and Prol Samir

Kumar Sharma as ['rostdond
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and Scerciary- General res-
pectively.

The meeling forming the
commitiee was held at the of-
fice of the society with its
President Prof Huq in the
chair.

The other office bearers of
the sociely are: Vice-Pres|-
dents—  Prol Mirza Mazharul
islam and Shahabuddin Mah-
tab, Treasurer— Dr MA Mazed,
Joint Secretary— Dr SM Anisur
Rahman, Organising Seccre-
tary— Dr Shetkh Golam Mus-
tala, Soctal Welfare Secretary—
Advocale [lumayun Kabir,

Publicity Secretary— [Dr AKM
Azad, Scienufic Affairs Sec-
rotary— Profl AKM Nurul Islam.
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By Staff Correspondent

Weather [orecast
comumencin
o remain

by Met office for the next 24 hours

6 am today (Wednesday) says, weather is likely
ry and day temperature may risc by onc 1o wo
degree Celstus over the country.

The maximum temperature of the country recorded yos
terday (Tuesday) of 32.7 degree Celsius was reporiced from
Jessore and the minimum of 12.5 degrec was  from Rangpur

The sun sets today (Wednesday) at 8.14 pm and riscs
tomorrow [Thursday) at 5.51 am

The maximum and the minimum lemperature and hu
midity recorded in some of the major cities and towns of the

countiry yesierday were:

Cities/ Towns Temperature in Hiumddity in
degree Colwius puree n g
Max Min 9 am 6 pm
[Dhaka 31.3 15.8 A5 34
Chitiagong 30.0 16.4 B3 54
Itajshahi 32.5 13.8 a4 . 37
Khulna 31.0 171 g: 44
Hortmal 30.8 17.4 a6
Cox's Bazar 318 In7 4R a5
SyThet 2085 16.3 4 w
Dinajpur 31.8 13.0 A7 36
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Move to make
DCs project
coordinators

slated

By Staff Correspondent

Engineers, agriculturalists,
physicians and Bangladesh
Civil Service coordination
committee Tuesday slated gov-
ctnment move Lo make the
iH's and Divisional Commi-
ssioners the coordinators of
the local-level development
projects.

in an emergency meeting
of the committee chaired by
its chairman Dr M A Majed,
the organisation revicwed the
report published in The Daily
Star and said "it considers the
move as a backward step by
the government.”

The commillee urged the
government Lo give up the idea
and to implement the BCS ac-
tion commitice’'s decision to
handover the charge to the
functional departments or the
organisations or the project
directors.

it urged its members to
make the commillee’'s pro-
gramme from April 5 to 18 a
SUCCESS.

.Commemorative
stamps on
World Health Day

Bangladesh Postal Depart-
ment will release two co-
mmemorative stamps of Tk 6
and Tk 10 denomination on
April 7 on the occasion of
World Health Day. reporis

A first day cover valued at
Tk 5 will also be released and
a special chancellor will be
used on the occasion, said an
official handout yesterday.

The stamps and the first
day cover will be sold at the
main post offices of the coun-
try including four GPOs.

BFU]J forms
tribunal to
solve problems

A 10-member tribunal was
formed at a meeling of the
Execulive Commitice of
Bangladesh Federal Union ef
Journalists (BFUJ) yesicrday Lo
solve vartous organisational

roblems, a BFUJ pruss re-
asc said, reports BSS.

Club with Acting President of

3FL Athaj Zahirul 1lag in the
chair, the mecting ook Lhg
devision as per provision of its
constitution.

The mecting decided to
hold the re-election for the
posts of president and two
members ol the vxeculive
committee by Scptember 23
next instead of April 2 as
schoduled carlier

The meeting also unani-
mously adopted some sperific
MCASUres 0 oVWrTon varous
organisational problcins

National Professor Shamsul Haq speaking at a discussion on the book titled 'Bungiudh in
International Politics: The Dilemmas of Weak States’ at BIISS auditorium yesterday.
Foreign Minister ASM Mostafizur Rahman is seen on dais. (Story on page 12)

Held at the Jatiya Press
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Eye-Specialist Surgeon Wanted

Applications are invited for the post of an
Eye-Specialist Surgeon for Karmirhath Eye §
Hospital, College Road, Gaibandha. '-
| The applicants should have passed DO or
| DCO at least. Salary and other benefits will be
fixed up on negotiation. The candidates will
have to appear before an Interview Board on
1 04-04-93 at 11 am at Karmirhath Karjalaya.

No TA or DA will be paid for this purpose.
President

Karmirhath (NGO)
Phone 365-633
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PERSONNEL OFFICER

We invite applications for the post of
Personnel Officer for our Dhamrai Complex.
The position is ideally suited for a person
with initiative, strong organisational skills
and ability to deal with the personnel
functions of different categories of
employees. The successful candidate will
have a University Degree, preferably with a
diploma in Personnel Management having
at least 5 years experience of working in a
large Industrial Organisation in a similar
position. Knowiedge of Labour Laws will be
an advantage. Age should not exceed 35
years on 1st April, 1993.

Applications with full Curriculum Vitae and
passport size photograph to reach the
Company by 20th April, 1993. Envelopes
should be superscribed with “Personnel
Officer”.

Company Secretary

Bata Shoe Company (Bangladesh) Lid.
Tongi, Gazipur.

BATA/YS04(E 183 »
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MENG HORNG SHIPPING PTE LTD
NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES/ SHIPPERS

M. V. FONG YUN V9309 IMP. ROT NO. 208/93
OR ABOUT 1ST MARCH 1993 WITH IMPORT CONTAINERS RELAYED AT SINGARORE FROM
VARTOUS PORTS AND ALSO CONTATNERS EX-SINGAPORE.

CONSIONEES ARE RBEQUESTED TO TAKE DELIVERY OF GOODS TMMEDTATELY AFTER
DISCHARGE. SURVEY APPLICATION MUST BE PRESENTED TO US WITHIN 3
DISCHARGE. NO CLAIM WILL BE ENTERTAINED NOR ANY L [ABTLITIES ACCEPTED IN
RESPECT OF DAMAGE TO AND OR SHORT LANDINGS F CONSIGNMENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN
REMOVED FROM STORAGE SHED. IN EVENT OF CONSIGNEES TAKING DIRECT DELIVERY
SURVEY TO RE HELD AT SHIP'S SIDE ONLY.

CONSICNMENTS NOT CLEARED WITHIN 45 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF
SHIP ARE LIABLE TO BE CONFISCATED AND AUCTIONED AS PER SEC.
82 RESPECTIVELY OF THE CUSTOMS ACT 1969 WITHOUT ANY FURTHER NOTICE.

THE VESSEL WILL LOAD CONTAINERS UNDER EXP. ROT NO. 206/93 FOR STNGAPORE AND
ALS0 FOR ONWARD TRANSHIPMENT TO EAST/WEST COAST OF 11.5., |
CONTINENT. MEDT FAREAST/JAPAN AND AUSTRALIA/NEW ZFALANT

GENERAL AGENTS.
w Shipping Lines Lid.

ILL. TAKE BERTH CHITTAGONG PORT ON
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DHAKA
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Tol 864546 BEAS4T
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(A HIRE COMPANY)
CHITTAGONG

G /F Jiban Bima Bhaban

1083 Sk Mujih Rd  Agrabad
Tel S04311 502133

Tix - 633027 BDSHP B, 635417
Teletax 229628

KMULNA

! Miapara Road
(P Moor)

Tel 21178

T G300 HHL B
Telegram BODSHIP
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