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Shining Path
rebels break out
of jail: 5 killed

LIMA, Mar 29: About 70
prisoners, most of them
Shining Path guerillas, broke
out of a jail near Cuzco on
Sunday night after a car bomb
exploded in the perimetre of
the facility, leaving four gueril-
las and a policeman dead, po-
lice said, reports Reuter.

The guerillas, some of
whom may have also belonged
to the pro-Cuban Tupac Amar
Revolutionary Front, broke out
of the Quincoro Jail in the dis-
trict of San Geronimo near
Cuzco, 550 km (330 miles)
southeast of Lima, police offi-
clals said.

The mass escape followed
the explosion of a car bomb
which blew a hole in the lefi
side of the building, the ofli-
cials added. Police said four
prisoners and one policeman
had been killed in the inci-
dent, but declined to give lur-
ther details.

‘Police with helicoplers
were corabing the area, the of-
ficials said.

Somalis plan to celebrate ce:

Somnll! plan a big

War-weary
Monday to mark what they hope will be a new era of peace in

the anarchic country, reports Reuter from Mo

Representatives from the country's 15
address a rally at the city's main stadium after warlords
reached agreemeént on Sunday to establish the first glimmer
of a government since a devastating civil war began two years

celebration in
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Synnn Fnralgn Mlm:ter Faruq Al Stara {H} and his Eg}rptmn counterpart Amr "»1uussa
make their way to the meeting of the Arab foreign ministers on Sunday at the Sheraton Hotel
in Damascus to discuss whether to réesume peace talks with Israel,

— AFP/UNB photo

International

Israel seals off Gaza

JERUSALEM, Mar 29: [srael
reacied to a surge in Arab-
Israeli violence by sealing off
the: 750,000 Palestinians and
the occupied Gaza Strip for the
second time since it deported
415 alleged Muslim activists in
December, reports Reuter.

Palestinians stabbed to
death a Jew and lsraeli troops
shot dead an Arab in the Gaza
Strip on Sunday, while police
said a Palestinian and an lsracli
were stabbed and wounded in
scparate incidents {n
Jerusalem.

Some of the 3,000 Jewish
settlers living in the Gaza Sirip
rioted after the killing and
Israel radio said security forces
arrested two people.

The army said Palestinfans
from the Strip would be barred
indefinitely from Israel from
3.00 am (0100 GMT) today,
the Strip was closed for six
days earlier this month after a
Gaza Arab killed two Israeclis
and wounded eight in Tel Aviv.

Israel expelled 415 alleged
Muslim fundamentalists, most

of the from Gaza, to a no man s
land in south Lebanon on
December 17 with the stated
aim of halting Arab-Israeli
bloodshed. But 756 Palestinians
and 14 Israclis have since been
killed.

Middle East peace talks
have stalled over the deporta-
tions. Palestinians, saying that
Israel must take back the de-
portees, say they will not join
the next session of negotia-
tions set for April 20 unless
Israel promises no further ex-
pulsions. Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin said on Sunday
that a goal of peace talks was
to separate Israclis and the
Palestinjans of the West Bank
and Gaza Strip to prevent vio-
lence.

We will have to institute
gradual measures during the
ne¢gotiations, Rabin . We
will certainly reach agreement
on an interim accord on au-
tonomy, on Palestinian self-
rule, so that there will be as

TOKYO, Mar 29: A defiant
North Korea, facing a March
31 deadline to open suspected
nuclear weapons sites for in-
spection, wamed today of a
powerful riposte if the United
Nations voted to slap sanctions
on fit, Reuten.

A Foreign Ministry state-
ment said that if the United

“ir capital

ishu.
actions are o

“ This is the first real agreement we have had and people
really want to celebrate what we hope will be a new, peacecful
Somalia,” said Abdi Hassan Awale, Internal Affairs
Commissioner of the Somali National Aliance, dominated by
principal warlord Mohamed Farah Aideed.

Germans join mnirom? over Bosnia:
A German air force cargo plane joi six US and one French
aircraft flying aid in an airdrop over Bosnia on Monday despite
Serb threats to shoot down any Germans making the trip,
reports Reuter from Frankfurt.

"There were no incidents whatsoever,” a US military
spokeswoman told Reuters after the eight planes returned
safely to Rhein-main airbase in Frankfurt.

The planes dropped a total of 43.6 tonnes of ready-lo-eat
food and 0.8 tonnes of medical supplies to the towns of Zepa
and Srebrenica, a US millitary statement said.

The US has been sending C-130 Hercules cargo planes on
the nightly high-altitude flights since February 28 without
running into any anti-aircraft fire or other interference from
Serb forces fighting Muslims in Bosnia.

Seven hurt in 3 Egypt blasts: n.

bombs exploded in the southern resort town of Aswan on
Sunday night, injuring a peliceman and six civilfans, security
sources said Monday, Reuter from Aswan in Egypt.

The bombs all went ofl between 9 and 9:30 pm (1930
GMT). One of them, under a police car, produced seven ca-
sualties while the other two caused only material damage.
Security sources said there were no tourists injured in the

The bombs appeared to be the latest episode in an in
creasingly bbudy cycle of attack and counter attack between
Musiim militants trying to overthrow the government and
security forces (rying to crush them.

Mass grave discovered in Iraq: »

mass grave contlaining around 1,500 bodies has hu.n
discovered on the site of former Iragl milita m near the
northern | city of Arbil, said Kurdish o s quoted by
the BBC Su , reports AFP from London.

The bodies were of "Arab soldiers executed by the lragi
government during of after the mass Kurdish uprising against
President Saddam Hussein in March 199]." in the wake of
Iraq s defeat in the CQulf War, the BBC report said.

Arbil was the regional headguariers lor the Iragl military
before the Kurds took control of the north.

NePh“ lomatic ties with Armenia:

shed diplomatic relations with the republics
of mrdmm and Armenia on Friday, reports Xinhua from
Kathmandu.

The protocols (o this effect were signed at separate func-
tons in New York by the Permanent Representative of Nepa)

in the United Nations, Jaya Raj Acharya, and the Permancmt
Rtprn-rnt:tm of Kirghizstan, Ambassador Kjoumakadyr
Atabekov and Permanent Representative of Armenia,
Ambassador Alexander Arzoumanian on behall of their
respeciive governments,

Up to now, Nepal has diplomatic relations with 02
countries.

Quake shakes Manila: i modcrate
lasting about half a minute hit the Philippine
capital and nearby arcas Monday shaking buildings and

causing panic among some of their occupants, reports AFP
from Maniia

The tremor, whose epicentre was plotted in Mindoro
Island south of Manila had a of in four on the
Rossi-Forrel Scale of nine, the Philippine Institute of

Hol-:nrnlugr and Scismology said.

Radio reports said some occupanits of bulldings in Manila
filed outdoors when the tremor struck shortly before noon
{0400 GMT).

China appoints
49 advisers on
HK -affairs

States and other nations took
the North Korean nuclear issue
before the UN Security Council
and continued to apply pres-
sure, "We will be compelled to
take a powerful sclf-defensive
measure , .. ."

The statement, reported by
the official Korean Central

News ncy (KCNA] moni-
tored in Tokyo, said the North
Korean ple would never

bow to threats or blackmail,

but it did ho'd out the -
bility of a negotialed setlle-

ment.

The Foreign Ministry
spokesman quoted on the
statement reiterated
Pyongyang's demand that
Washington “rescind its hostile
policy towards us, pull its nu-
clear weapons and troops out
of South Kerea and abandon its

nuclear threat to us as early as
possible and commit itselfl to
unconditional non-use of nu-
clear WCAPpONS inst us.”

It added, however, "The
best way for this, we think, is
to build up mutual confidence
between the DPRK (North
Korea) and the United States
and start negotiation between
them on the principles of
equality and reciprocity, first
of all.

IAEA deadline to open N-site ends tomorrow.

With the clock fast ticking
lo Wednesday as deadline set
by the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA),
Pyongyang's Stalinist leader-
ship appeared headed for a
showdown with the United
Nations over its refusal to let
experis check a military com-
plex that the West suspects of
producing material for atomic
WCApOnS.

The Vienna-based IAEA has

Jai-son quits politics

SEOUL, Mar 29: A senior
member of South Korea's rul-
ing party quit politics today,
the latest casualty of President
Kim Young-sam's drive to oust
corruption-tainted politicians,
reports Reuter.

Kim Jai-son, a former par-
llamentary Speaker and cur-
rently senior adviser to the

Democratic Liberal Par
(DLI] teld reporiers he woul

giﬂ up his scatl in parliament.
| am leaving political efrcles
. and earnestly hope the na-
lionn is blessed with demeo-

cralic progress, Kim said.

He is among more than a
dozen DLP lawmakers who
have became the target of pub-
lic outrage for allcgedly using
their positions to accumulate
fortunes through real estate
speculation and other illegal
means.

Last weck two wealthy law-
makers quit parliament after
being accused of shady land
speculation.

The President is expected
to sack scveral senior officials
suspected of Lax cvasion ¢!

DPRKready for showdown with UN

repeatedly voiced concern
over Iinconsistencies iIn
Pyongyang's nuclear data.
Some experts believe North
Korea is making plutonfum on
a scale far e ing any civil-
ian 'nuclear programme needs.

The North denies it is de-
veloping a nuclear arsenal, and
has drawn the line at allowing
IAEA inspectors to check the
Sus complex at Yongbyon.

It says the United States,
still technically at war with the
North 40 years after the
Korean war truce, has faked
satellite and other data to
throw suspicion on a non-nu-
clear milftary installation to
gain access for purposes of
espionage.

On March 12. Pyongyang
announced its withdrawal from

the Nuclear Non-Proliferation

Treaty, under the terms of
which it is obliged to grant ac-
cess to IAEA inspectors.

The move strengthened
suspicions in thé west, and
also in Seoul and Tokyo. that
North Korea had either suc-
ceeded n building a nuclear

weapon or was on the verge ol

doing so. . .

NPC presidium
passes
amendments to

Constitution

BEIJING, Mar 29: The pre-
sidium of the first session of
the eighth National People's
Congress [NPC) passed draft
amendments to the constitu-
tion and other draft docu-
ments and decisions at its
fifth meeting held here this
moming, reports Xinhua.

The following are the doc-
umentis passed at the presid-
lum meeting:

~— Draft amendments to the
constitution of the People's
Republic of China,

— Draft basic law of the
Macao special administrative
region and three appendixes
and draft designs of Macac re-
,[bnﬂ[m nnd emblem,

decisions on estab-
lishment of the Macao special
administrative region and basic
law of the Macao special ad-
ministrative region which are
explained by Wang Hanbin,
Executive Chatrman of the
session's idium,

— Draft decistons on meth-
ods for the formation of the
first government, ltglllltl\ﬂl:
Assembly and judicial
ment of the Macao spec nd-
ministrative region,

~ Draft decisions on estab-
lishment of the commitiee of
the basic law of the Macao
special administrative n
under the NPC Standing

Committee suggested by the
committee

NEW YORK, Mar 29 Backers of Oscar

LOS ANGELES: Erlinda Casady, a scenic artist for the
Academny Awards show, puts the finishing touches on
March 28 on life-size Oscar statues that will decorate the
stage during the Academy Awards presentation

— AFP/UNB photn

This year's Best Picture nominees include two

through March 23 from 158 million dollars

Lesotho BNP
won't accept
polls results

MASERU, Mar 29: The
Basotho National Party (BNP),
which ruled the tiny southern
African mountain kingdom of
Lesotho for 16 rs until it
was toppled by the army, said
on Su it would not accept
the result of weekend elec-
tions which showed its former
cxiled rivals holding a substan-
tial lead. reports Reuter.

By late Sunday night official

returns showed the
Hasotholand Congress Party
(BCP} had won 30 of the 85
constituencies. An analysts said
the BCP need to win only five
of the remaining 35 con-
stituencies to be lared the
outright victor. :

Final results were expected
later today. But the ruling mili-
tary council, which has
pledged to return the count
to civilian rule, has said it wi
not make any official an-
nouncement on the outcome
until late in the week.

Seventeen parties con-
lested the 243 seats in 65
constituencies, but only the
NP and BCP fielded a full
slate candidates.

There had been fears of a
repeat of the violence which
lollowed the last election in
18970. When the BNF's Leabua
Jonathan declared the poll null
and wvoid, suspended the
Constitution and arrested op-
position activists.

Warncre [Hros.

greal a scparation as possible.

in Cairo, tian Foreign
Minister Amr Moussa said

peace tors from
Lchnmn and Jordan would mot
take a final decision for at least
another nine days on whether
to attend the peace talks to be
held in Washington.

Israeli Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres told Israeli tele-
visions Arab news: "l do not
have any doubt that we cannot
stay in Gaza.”

But he said the Palestinians
had to return to the negotia-
tion table if there was to be any
progress, adding: “We've

hinted to them that on scveral
issues lsrael would be willing
to move towards them."

Peres had said earlier that
Israel would not make new
gcltun!- over the deported
alestinians to persuade
Palestinian negotiators o re-
sume peace talks.
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| Regional confce

on human rights
opens in Bangkok

BANGKOK, Mar 29:
Thailand's Prime Minister
opened here today a five-day
regional conference on human
rights with a call for recogni-
tion that human right cannot
be implemented in the same °

way in all countries, reports
AFP.

Chuan Leekpai, implicitly
referring to criticisms by
western countries of the hu-
man rights record of other
countries, also remarked that
changés human ts must
emerge primarily from within
and not (be) imposed from the
outside.

Human rights should also
evolve at their own pace if they
are to be | and sustain-
able, he said.

Representatives of 49 gov-
ernments and numerous non-
governmental organizations are
attending the meeting in the
Thai capital to draft a regional
position for the UN-sponsored
world conference on human

| rights later this year.

Off the Record

ZURICH: The Duchess of York takes care of her daughters
Princes Eugenie (L) and Princes Beatrice (R), as they leave
Zurich Airport for holidays in the Swiss ski resort Klosters

on Sunday.

— AFP/UNB photo

Golden-tooth goat

TEHRAN: A goat sjaughtered and cooked by aides b a

Muslim

s leader in a southern Iranian town was lound

to have golden teeth, a newspaper said on Sunday, reports

Reuter.

Jewellers in Lamard near the Gulicoasi, called in to st

the teeth, confirmed
(0.12-inch) film of goid,
Old peo

were covered by a three-millimetre
Salam said.

ple in the town said a kind of grass grew in the

region which gave golden teeth to animals which grazed on it,

the paper added

No memorials for her because
she has been raped

BOSTON: Activists asked Saturday that the United Nations

do more to
raped and killed, reports AP.
"The

protect women in war-torn Yugoslavia from being

big difference between men and women in the war is

that when he is killed, he has died for defending the nation
If she is raped, she is nothing,” said Lepa Mladjenovic of

Belgrade, Yugoslavia.

There are no memorials for her because

she's been raped, and there are memortals for unknown sol-

diers.

Miadjenovic and six other women's rights advocatcs frem
around the world spoke at the Old South Church at a ncws
conference sponsored by the Boston chapter of the National

Organization for Women.

He was distraught

PITTSBURGH: A white man who salid he was distraught

because he'd

just been robbed by black youths of his last two

dollars climbed down from a bridge afier a black policeman
offered him 5 dollars, reports AP.

The man, identified
alop

by authorities or.
the Seventh Street Bridge over t

as Louis, climbed
Allegheny River

around 7:30 pm Saturday {0030 GMT Sunday)}.

Officer George Phillips, who i black volunteered to join a
medic and firefighter on a ladder 100 feet (30 yards) above
the river. Phillips tried to convince the man the robbery

motivated.

wasn 't

Thy stole

cigarette lighter and two dollars. That's all he

had to him name, Phillips said. He was distraught about

blacks not liking him.

Phillips said he offered the man 5 dollar and gave him a
lighter so he could smoke a cigarette as they spoke. The man
finally came down about ® pm (0200 GMT Sunday). “When he
came down he wanted his five dollars and | gave it to him.”

Phillips said

Oscar prize brlngs millions of dollars for winners

“Unforgiven.,” which tied

Japanese minister
defends death

penalty

nominated films can expect more than a independently distributed films, " Howards before (he nominations, according to figures Howards End” with nine nominations, col-
h&mudﬂrfn:: z:rj}::r: glittery statue and the l::;au-: ol pecrs i !-‘.ndPtand "‘gm Crying Gamwe.” which had from Exhibitor Relations Co, Inc. of Los kected 81.7 million dollars at the box office TOKYO., Mar 29 : Pro-hang
dents, including a former act their movie wins the industry's top prize, cach logged less than 20 million dollars al e i SHE. 118 FEOCREE e AU - g Juavne T eV
ing British colonial governor reports AP. the box office as of the nominations on The tnercase cannol be attributed to the Universal's Scent of & Wemen mldibﬁl.ﬂ Gotoda defended lhe death
as advisers on Hong Kong al- Veteran industry-watchers say the Best Picture February 17 nomination alone, however million dollar in tickets and Columbia's ~ A penalty today, following the
fairs before the colony reverts |  award usually inspires millions of dollars in  The other three nominees for besl film were |t also was fueled by a big expansion in the "ew Good Men ” did more than 133 milllon | first reported execulions in

dollar at the box office through March 23
although each was only releascd in

number of thealer screens showing the three

Japan for more tLhan
movie, i was on 239 screens the weekend

box office sales and boosts the price a movie years, reports AFP

can command in the home video and cable

handled by major Hellywood studios and
featured big-name stars — ° A Few Good

to Chinese rule in 1997, two
Beijing-funded newspapers re

- : nd is now on more December
poried Monday, reports AP. television markets. Men~ with Tom Cruise, Jack Nicholson and before the nominations a Gl s i
; This rs Oscars will be awarded in a live Demi Moore, ” Scent of a Woman™ with Al than |,000 ' " 2, % :
ﬂ?igpf::::lnt?:mrﬁpr;r _3:.“", televised programmes on Monday Pacino, and “Unforgiven”’ with Clint llowards End.” based on an early 20th A huge foreign TV audience is expecied for | commitice on judicial aflairs
= s = 2 P night. The sl | Sy ot T g . century nevel by E M Forster and one of the Oscar show. ABC said the three-hour | that Lthe death penally was

iclecast will be seen _in 95 countries.
UCLA's Suber estimated foreign audiences
coniribute ncarly half of a film's total
revenue, and probably are more susceptibie
to influence by the Oscar tag because they
don’t recognize as many big name U S stars.

necessary to maintain the rule
of law and it was not yet time
for Japan to abolish it

He also said, "It is wrong lor
a justice minister o assume

two (Mms to gel nine Osecar nominations,
has sern a much slimmer rise in box olfice
receipls to just under 22 million dollars
from |8 million dollars when nominated.
3l the film, in distribution for more than a

here by handpicking local ad-
viscrs and backing the creation
of several pro-Beijing polttical |

Rroups.
Ta Kung Pao and Wen Wei

second-biggest audience of the year after
the Super Bowl. ABC said commercial time
is sold out at 600,000 dollar's for each 30-
second ad, twice the price on a top regular
programme in prime time.

Howard Suber, a co-chairman of the film and
television producers programme at UCLA
said the Best Picture Oscar typically adds 10
million dollar o 20 milllon dollar at the do

_ While = mestic box office alone. car, is on only 287 screens, continul the post if that person would
Po frovied lll page copmules | While swarde wre Gren in 35 OIS o impact can vary widely, depending on  iibcratch paced marbeund plan that  The awand s sl a plus when movies are sokd | not 'approve. enccutions be
visers, mostly businessmen, | songs o best actor and actress, industry how long the film has been iIn the theatres included advertising for a year on W gy L R of | gon" Pl
profcssionals and politiclans |  cxperts say the prize with the biggest box and how much of the country has had a stratcgically placed Hollywood billboard that Pm{rr:-mrcnil E‘m e e s o
sympathettc (o Beijing's office payofl i1s Best Picture chance to see L Owcar voters lkely would see PAINN  — he vid it Gotoda, appointed In
Communist government. "The Crying Game,” an Irish thriller reieased we feel ronfident we will do 25 milllen Unee & movi is into the c0o store, s ’ " PP

“That's the one that really counts with the

of December, satd "the order of
{

law and a nation cannot be
maintained” il the justice min
ister doos not oul death
senicnces hand down by

Judges.

competition changes from current flims to
virtually every movie made.

I s worth much more in a sale to cable or
to video rental stores i you cam put
Academy Award-winning' on the label.”
Jewell said.

dollars at the box office,” said Michael
Barker, vo-president of fta distributor Sony
PMetures Classies

The olther three nominees already have
dwarfed those totals at the box office been
though they havwe been in thoaters less time.

by Miramax in November, appears (o have
been the biggest box-office benefliciary since
it was nominated for Best Picture and five
other Oscars.

its accumulated box office receipia nearly
tripled te more than 43

The new appoinices are ex
pecled to jeined in the
Chincse capital for meetings
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m-lorly-tl‘! ‘Gln‘ﬂf““ used that award as guidance

nilhion dollars




