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Arms Race in Asia

The erratic, generally defiant, attitude dis-
played by North Korea on the question of mapec
tion of its alleged nuclear facilities es per-
haps the most significant example ol the growing
arms race in Asia. There are other examples
which, in one form or another, add to an unfold-
ing dangerous scenario throughout the region,
{rom the two Koreas to Pakistan and beyond.

Two most populous countries of the world,
China and India, have been concentrating on
modemisation plans for their respective naval
[orces. one competing with the other. One west-
ern report says that Befjing has doubled its mili-
tary spending since 1988, using the additional
budget more for its sea-going navy than for land
and air forces. It has even threatened to move
against Taiwan if the former Formosa, now flexing
its economic and political muscles. takes a step
towards independence. On the other hand. the
build-up of the Indian navy has caused concern (o
several countries, including Australia and Indo-
nesia. These countries may not feel threatened by
New Delhi. But what they are worried about is the

arms race which eats up vast resources of
countries, like India, Pakistan and Indonesia,
which seek aid for their i

Meanwhile, Malaysia and Indonesia, Pakistan
and Shri Lanka have embarked on arms-buying
sprees. And so has r. For many of them,
China remains the biggest seller. From having
been a manufacturer and exporter of small
weapons for decades, India has now moved up to
the big league. The other dang

er lies In the indi-
vidual republics of the former Soviet Union pick-
ing up shopping lists from all sorts of countries.

During the Cold War era, with Washingtion and
Moscow monitoring what was going on in each
other's camps, intelligence networks kept the
international community better-informed than it
is foday of the size and dimension ol the arms
race. Now, the whole system is in a shambles,

with each country now pursuing its nationalistic
' or regional ambitions, instead of acting as proxy
in the superpower rivalry.

In what is undoubtedly a bleak situation, a slim
hope is offered by the six-member Association of
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) to discuss a
regional security arrangement, which has been
endorsed by the Clinton administration.
Unfortunately, it keeps a number of countries of
East Asia, including China and Taiwan, out of the
deliberation and leaves us in some doubts if the
ASEAN meeting might not end up setting up a
military alliance of sorts.

In the final analysis, what the world needs are
not new defence alliances, but infernational
agreements, promoted and sustained by the
United Nations and its agencies. Both the World
Bank and the International Fund (IMF)
have been saying again and again that future aid
programmes for developing countries must be
linked to their cuts in their défente budgets. In
endorsing the proposal, this paper has suggestied
that a system of inspection of arms sales by ex-
porting nations, including China and India,
should be in force and be conditional to invest-
ments and joint ventures.

Such measures cannol be arbitrarily imposed
by the United Nations. To start with, we should
discuss the arms race in Asia at a regional confer-
ence, perhaps with ASEAN playing a pivotal role
in organising it. We see no reason why some kind
of a think tank cannot come into being to put to-
gether all the relevant information. We have de-
pended too long on bits and pieces of news from
outside to know what is going on inside the re-
gion. The position should be reversed and we
should then work out agreements which call a
hall to the arms race in Asia.

Safe Transport

Saturday’
to the mad rush of home-bound
the occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr. A cyc
what has caused this
people have died. Mercifu
often caused by crowding

— has been report

ers on
storm is
in which scores of
mothermident—

this time. ‘h"etthe

fi)-fated launch that was carrying more than 200
‘is more than tu rob the cele-
of both Eid and the I Day of

its fervour. Nor is there any reason to be compla-
cent over the fact that not so many accidents
made headlines after the festive occasions.

Alter all there is a serious lapse in our whole
em — be it in the area of road or

river. Ea arning system is as much
s by the m::cmed indmduz
im natural calami

as is the fon

vessels before . In
this case, it is clear that either on B?rt the
weather forecast or its reception by launch,
there was a serious miscalculation. The passen-
gers had to pay with their dear lives — a phe-
nomenon we are only too acquainted with to be
alarmed. But on the part of those whose
concern really matters, it seems they are less en-
thusiastic about a drastic overhaul in the rules
and their proper implementation,

This is not to mean that there are not laws for
the vehicles and vessels to abide by. Only they are
not enough and often leave room for manipulation
and even violation. Let us, however, face the real-
ity. The drrver: and conductors are not the only

1

people to be held blamable; pa €rs are, more
often than not, not simply aware of the hazard
might cau crwgmg the vehicle or ves-

- sel Ithmctlyalthiupolntth:
rule he law agency matters — and

s0 much spec when the ers

le vehicle or vessel are exposed

ks of serious accidents. e time of

f thch nghweirth?ta le

to nu of people travelling on roof-t

a bus or a launch that has to neguuatcnﬁuul
weather in the river.

All this is overlooked in the name of festivals
and the inevilable happens. This can be possible
not because Lthe extra money earned is lining the
pockets of the transport workers alone but also,
lllqea'.?‘ruo[ the law enforcers. Corruption and ir-

la s are so entrenched in the transport
that they serve some people quite well.
e need is to give the whole :em a major

ahakcu and o then the ch of
r:anbep oy en the chances of accidents

a
, there should be a limit

s launch accident is not quite related

Sick Industry Did the Finance Ministry Halt its Quick Revwal"

CCORDING to a
reporl, Lhe Hﬂrnpnﬁ

tan Chamber of Comm- under-invoicing and over-

erce.and Industry (MCCH) n its
February fssue of Chamber
News, takes note of the fact
that the rnment's policy
measures MACTO CCONOMIC
stabtlisation have yielded good
resuits. But MCCl argues that
micro-level performance, rep-
resenting ground level econ-
omic situation facing individual
enterprises, remains lacklus-
tre. MCCI then on to Msit
three factors, namely, (1) pub-
lie investment (i) real ex-
change rate and (i) credibility
of the government policies,
which come to affect the mi-
cro-level scenarto in any eocon-
omy like that of

One could, of course, argue
that Lthe list was not exhaustive
or that the priority assigned
was not quite right. However,
there is no denying the fact
that these are critical ele-
ments in guiding business and
investment decisions.

The last ftem on the MCC|
list, namely, credibility ol the
government policies, indecd
merits fuller (reatment.
Expanding on the themec,

MCC! says that the m-
mnu business- poli-
have not fully

t.'-l.l'l"lﬂl the confidence of the
trade and industry. During the

While one cannot blame the entire business community and industrialists for bank loan default,

in foreign trade, rampant tax evasion and the like, the fact
mummmbﬂmmmmd-mﬂ*dm

last two years,) it adds, han-
dling of issues which concern
business, such as labour, tartll,
localised law and order, has
fallen short ol the expectations
of the business community.
The of MCCIl are
indeed placed. And yet,
one wonders if Lhe of
bufiding up 'crdﬂ.rt;!:rt—
ally a one-way Lraffic. Do not
the government or for that
matter, the country as a wholc,
have 'expectations’ from the
busincss community as wcll?
While it would be erroneous 1o
blame the business community
and industrialists en masse for
such as bank loan
default, under-invoicing and
over-invoicing in foreign tradc,
rampant tax evasion and tLhe
Hke, the fact remains that such
behaviour, even by a minority
in the business communily,
creates, an air ol distrusl.
Credibility is a two-way sirectl.
Tuming back o the issue of
credibility of the nmeni
policies, it has Lo be recog-
niscd that revival of busincss
confidence is a precondition
for economic recovery. And,

business confidence can prowe
clusive, particularly when the

is sluggish. Conside-
red from this angle, 1l does

seem lrue that there have been

instances in the past when

contrary signals emanating
from the icy -makers have

delivered joits to business
confidence.

The saga of 'sick industries
perhaps provides a glaring in-

siance of contradictions in

ALONG

pelicy decisions which hurt

the credibility of the govern-
ment. Incidentally, it has been
said, perhaps with a degree
asperity, that there are ‘sick’
industries in Ba csh bul
no sick’ owners! In any case,
such utterances tend © undcr-
Hne the sensitive nature of the
issuc which should have been
handled with extreme care
from the start.

What happened was thal a
Cell for revival and rehabilita-
tion of sick indusirics was sect

up under the chairmanship of
the Industrics Secretary. The
Cell inchuded, a its mem-
bers, lop level leaders of in-
dusiry and chambers of com-
merce. After prolonged delib-
eralion, spreading over
months, the
recommendations for the re-
habiltation of sick indusirial
units. These recommendalions

MY WAY

were submitied to the gov-
ernment in the middle of last
year, The Cell had called for
applications from the owners
of non-performing industrial
units and had then identified

N formulated its

Il
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sie .Indualrk*l wore, for all

practical purposcs, back to
square one. As onc sces from
the reports of the meeting
held in the International
Confcrence Centre on March

. the stance of
the government over the re-
cent call for a 48 hour strtke
by the Sramik Karmachari
Otkya Parishad (SKOP) and

THE POPE IS INSENSITIVE ON THE ABORTION ISSUE
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agitations. |1 is said that upset

by what they perecive as
governmenti's echoing

employers' voice by backing
out of s commi-
tments, the lcaders are

AL this juncture, it is reas-
suring to note thalt DEA as well
the chambers, of commerce
and industrics have stiressed
the need for initiating fresh
discussions under the auspices
of the Tripartite Consultative
Commitiee (TCC]. Let us hope
that this dialogue resumes
sooner than later, al least be-
fore another crisis comes up,
so that cenflidence In the
economy may grow uninter-

The writer whose guest
column appears in this
every Monday is a m
Governor of the Bangladesh

Clinton must Get Tough in Ending Serbian Massacre of Bosnian Muslims

HE leader-to-be of Lhe

Free World recently sp-

oke in righteous anger
when he chastised the
previous Bush administration
for its insensitivity to the
plight of the ;mph,m Bosnia-
Herzegovina left to the tender
mercies of Serbian military
overlords. Since the { ra-
tion of the new US President,
there has been more and more
evidence ol ethnic cleansing,
rape, and whole-sale massacre
but it has drawn less and less
response from the White
1 louse,

While the "World's news
leader’ [CNN]) continues to
beam vivid details of the most
heinous erimes into homes in
‘'over 200 countries and terri-
lories’ the warni and con-
demnations which emanate
from the Security Council ap-

VER the last 30 ycars,
the Guatcmalan army
has been fighting leflist
gucrrillas and their Indian
sympathiscrs in the Guate-
malan  highlands.. For the
Indian population this has
mcant repression, war and the
suppression of human rights.
In that time, according to
Amnesly International, 50-
70,000 have been killed,
100,000 have fled the country
to. cscape the violenee, hun-
dreds of thousands have be-
come  internal relugeces,
46,000 have disappcarcd and
hall a millon have been foreed
into delention centres.
Indians lucky cnough to
survive either [led o Mexico
or inlo mountains where they
rcmained for ten ycars. For
fear of being spotted rom the
air and bombed, they Hved un-
der trees covered wilth plastic
shects in the rain and cold,
unablc to grow maize and
[orced Lo cat roots, herbs and
berrics.
IL was only in 1989 when
word spread into the moun-

“Lains Lthat there was a United

Mitions presence in the Ixil
Traingle, the region hardcest
hit by wviolence, that people
started to return to their
anccstral

A &115.4 milhion UN
Development mme for
Displacéd Persons, Relugecs
and. Returnces in Central
Anmwrica, known as Prodere, is
funded by the Itallan govern-
ment,

Juan Pable, the national co-
ordinator in Guatcmala, says:
To have lasting peace you have
o climinate causcs that
were al the rool of war. Not
only the political causes such
as military governmenis and
dirmtqr: but alse the
poverty -mi Pnpdcnnﬂl that
spawned the violence of the
last decade.”

As a result of Prodere pro-
grammes, infant mortality,
mainly duc to diarrhoca, has
been drastically reduced, 327
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Dhaka city

Sir, Those fond of watching
European car racing on TV
scroeen now can see it live
without a satellite” recciver
around the same lime 1 am-6
am morning at Kalyanpur-
Mirpur Road-Manik Mia
Avenue on one side and Bijoy
Sharant to Mirpur Road oppo-
site Mohammadpur PS on Lake
Road between Zia Uddyan
Crescent Lake and South Plaza
of the magnificent Parlfament
on the other, legislating little
but transacting chaos at Lax-
paycr's hard earred moncy,

These racing cars simubat-
ing Chengls Khan's Mongolian
cavalry with Lord Clive's
engines, and fitness certificate
from a most chaotic apparatus,
BRTA, driven by 'drunkards’.

| with few helpers on 'hashish’

pear more in line with similar
noises in response to a recalct-
trant Iranian contravention of
‘no flight zone resirictions.
liow the two events can be re-
drawn and to what scale, to
justify the same response bog-
gles the mind,

At the same time, no less a
personality than the Pope has
chosen to advise against ter-
mination of pregnancies
brought about in the most
cynical fashion as a part of the
cthnic cleansing practiced by
Serbian soldiers. [t will not be
much of a world order to lock
forward to {f the tears and an-
guish of the p t Bosnian
women were to drowned in
the celestial verbiage of ob-
scure spirituality. Let us atleast
concede that we are not pos-
scssed ol enough wisdom to lay
down a prescription for the

by Kaiser Rasheed

some amncient doc re-
scribed death anump
Let us not Pontificate. Let us
just pray that the Lord in His
infinite mercy ordains that
each in her own way is given
Lhe mental and spirt-
tual to cope with
her immeasurable misfortune.
in the meantime, il we can
do something to stop the
killing of their kith and kin by
crying halt to the Serbian
bombing and shelling, let us do

it now or for ever hold our
peace. This is the message that

should emanate from the
Vatican. It is enly by hoﬂﬂ

the moral high
pursuit of spiritual welfare
for mankind in any meaningful

Ihe moral nd is

4

.

if there is visible evcn-hand-
edness tn [ormulation of re-
sponse to- events round the
globe. Even at this laic slage
enforcement of ‘no Mlight zone'
restrictions by a multi-national

mp-l-hl' | ek
an immediale
ceasefire be enforced f
necessary by aerial strikes
and ar-

bring the sttuation some
measure of control. While
-makers hammer out

term solutipns, delivery
of manitarian assistance

needs (o be beefed up with ad- .

equate military support.

The burden of leadership
falls even more squarcly on
Washington, with Moscow
paralysed in its own power
play.

President Clinlon must
arouse himself from his visible
reluctance and wield the Big
Stick or atleast speak up. If the
Serbian shelling should oblit-
erale the Bosntan Muslims, the

How the Roots of War are being Lanced

Ruth Massey writes from Nebaj, Guatemala

A development programme in Guatemala is helping the indigenous population emerge
from the poverty and despair that triggered a 30-year civil war by improving medical facil-
tties, constructing housing for the homeless, developing educational programmes and sup-
porting work co-operatives. Gemini News Service reports on the progress of the United

Nations programme.

Guatemalan refugees return

community hualth workers,
including midwives and
nurses, nave been trained and
28 small bealth units have
bueen established. Also, clean
water has been piped to even
the most isolated communi-
Lins.

Prodere also supports craft
and agricultural co-opcralives
whosc products are exported
to Europe and the USS, and
have an important impacl on

. the local economy because

pecople can carn ten times
more than they earn with tra-
ditional maize production.

In Chajul, at the northern
tip of the Ixil trianglc, a pcas-
ant assocfation of 1,400 fami-
lles Includes a weaving co-op-
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at 'lhi. hm:k are kmmu A% -
rauding and moving messcn-

gers of death, called "5B-ton
trucks”, a misnomer!

LLake Road is bammed for
heavy vehicular traflic to save
the beautiful road leading to
Savar Smrily Shoudha and
Mirpur Martyrs' site for VVIPs
from home and abroad and on
it stands the country's most
palatial state gucst house,
Karaloa. And on the South
Maza of this well protecled
site etvie receplions handing

over Dhak:ads voldon Key and
and medal distrtbution fune-
Hons po lor a decade. | see 1all
banner and Mag carrier steel
structures repainted inoday but
al night it beconw's a nod nmuan's
land. Night sccurity  police

men with 1949 madel. 300

guns discuss thetr minister's
well-known honesty  and
smoke and sde the race poer
haps with amuscwent as they

eralive with a membership of
200 women, a garlic produc-
tion co-operative which pro-
vides an employment for 750
families and a 62-member as-
socialion which grows organic
collce.

HHowever, many refugecs
and those who have returned
have no legal documents and
thus cannot join a co-operative.
They have no access Lo credit,
cannol register births and
marriages or cven give their
dead a decent burial. Prodere
is providing legal help to re-
establish documentation by
providing municipalities with
computers, pholo machines
for IDs and vchicles for ldcal
Juslices.,

eertadndy do ot own g satellite
receiver,  Last year | joincd
three Jannas lor three young
and old men Killed on Lake
Road  gid Mirpur Road who
woenl for oo walk in the fresh air
alter saying Fazar prayers in
lgbal Roid Maosquce.

There is ne cllectve foree

or coordination botween BITEA
and Trallic police Lo deal with
road hazards or victiins trivgs-
ler to hospital. 1o Jduly 1992, 1
lound onc truck, abandoned,

stianding on Lake Road in the
miickellc nlu}'hq_' al 530 o0 ) ann

nol sure, boeause opce my
rings-and a costly wrist wanch
woere taken by foree by lour
persons i i baby taxi which

ratt away Lo Gepeva Camp
driving just in  lront of
Mohammadpur Police Slalion,
alter which | do not use thoese,
A man was pushing the truck
whosce defver el holper hiel
Ned away alter a man went

Manuel, who chose not 1o
use his rcal nanmw for fear of
reirfbution, is preoccupicd by
his desire to Eury his r.h.ad
parcnis and brother in a
proper grave. As he sat in the
shack which is home to him
and his wife and five children
in Aldea Batrucail, he told a
visilor.

"Both my parents and my
brother were killed by army
bullets, Then they were
thrown into a mass grave with
12 other bodics. | know e¢x-
actly where they are buried
and as soon as | get my docu-
mentaton 1 will ask [or por-
mission 1o bury them in Aldea

Batzucail. where they were
born.”

rght under the cngine which
broke but the vietim was not
dead and was cudling for help.
Mcanwhile other meorning
witlkers eame e overturneed
the truek 1o retrieve 1the vie

L. The result was, he wis 1o
more a human being In ap

pearance buat o horrible skele:
tony with no head, legs or
hands in a sci of blood. Now |
do not go there before 7 oam
whene trallie: palice come sind
the truck ractng with praphots

ol disastor disappear

Cilwaliorny Murshiel
ek ) 207

Religion-based
politics

Sir, | was also sure that Mr
Shal Rahman of Chor
Konilaopur, Fartdpur will
promptly answer (his letter

cortain

Afler his house was burned,
Manue! rcbuilt it, and when
the army burped il a sccond
time, he rebuilt it again. When
it was burned a Lthird time, he
gave up and, along with the
rest of the village, moved inlo
the mountains, where they
lived in primitive conditions.
Whenever Lthe army saw them,
they were shot at or bombed.

Protecting the human
rights ol people like Manuel
and his faniily is one the most
important aspcets of Prodere's
work. An adult education pro-
gramme fncludes broadcasts in
Ixil cxplaining people's consti-
tutional rights and duties, and
a mobile thealre lours villages
on a large truck presenting
plays on human rights.

Prodere has also developed
cducational programmes for
Indtan children. Fifty per cent
of Ixil children ncver attend
school in Guatcmala because
lessons are given in Spanish.
And this problem is com-
pounded by the annual rural
exodus lo plantations in the
gouth for the harvesting ol
colfee, sugar cane and cotton.

To boost school enrollment
Prodere introduced Escuclas
de Paz (Peace Schools), where
children are taught in Ixil for
the first three years and the
curriculum is nol divided into
years, so thalt when a child
comes back to school afller a
long abscnee he has no prob-
lem adapting,

The violenee has made wid-
ows of many women. Prodere's
human sctilements pro-

burden of non-performance
might become a milistone
round the neck which the New
World Order can il afford.

Any flarther delay will be
tantamount o criminal dere-
liction of duty. Blame will ac-
erue 1o us all but a mea-

sure : Wl Ite
thetic air drops in Bosnia will
be compared with strikes
against Saddam Husscin. This
com n will hardly con-
tribute to global understanding

and harmony.

The writer, a noled com-
mentator on conlemporary afl
Jairs, is a former diplomal who
held several high-level posi-
tions in the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs in the erstwhile
Pakisian.
gramme Is helping them

Juana, a widow with three
Lhi}dn,n has just moved into

g gmw: of adobe houscs

) it]. Cmnbniani: whum.
rge

pnpu ll'nn consisis
women who have Inlt t L*lr

husbands at the hands of the
army.

Wearing the beautiful tradi-
tional costume of Ixil women,
she sits outside the housc¢ she
shares with her daughter, wid-
owed mother, sister and her
sister's children. ller hands
are busy with the shuttle of her
backstrap loom as she weaves a
huipile, whose pattern con-
tains the symbols of her tribe's
history.

When asked where she was
living before the resettlement
programme, she suddenly be-
comus uncomliortable.

"When the army came we
didn't think we had any reason
to fear them, but they burned
our vi and shot seven peo-
ple who were just standing
there — including nry husband.
We rebuilt the houses aller
that, but whenever anyone ap-
proached we'd hide. We'd hide
not just ourselves, but every-
thing we had — the dogs, the
animals, even the roosters.”

l.Last year's Noble Peace
Prize was awarded to Rigoberta
Mcnchu, a Guatemalan Indian
who [ought for her people's
civil rights and for an end to
the years of violence. It is ap-
propriate that the award went
to Menchu, coinciding as it did

with he B0Oth anniversary of
Christopher Columbus’™ arrival
ol the New World, when her

people's suflering began.
“"When there is already a

war, when here is alrcady a
conllict,

Eur‘litu involved,

when there are two
the way Lo
ring about a solution is not
merely to condemn it said
Mcnchu. "It is a matter of con-
tributing so that the causcs of
the arc war resolved.”
RUTII MASSEY is a photo-

Journalist who works for the
UN Development Prugrumrrw
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19 .5 93] 1o my letter with

cerlaln excuses for his inability

to furnish the addresscs of
some Madrashas where, ac-

cording to his claim made in

his previous letter di 7-3-93,
traming is being given lo the
young children on how to use
ith¢ bow and arrow and vide
the same letter he advised me
to visil those Madrashas.

My letter was fully bascd on
gencral principles and cthics
of Islam and that was mcant Lo
corrccting Lhose who are mink-
ing misinterpretation of the
Islamie ideals on the basis of
incidents. Mr Shal
Rahman has deliberately
tlurned my general observalion
inlt specific discussion. Hut (o
be speeiflic; we have 1o listen
to all the parties ke in the

court. And even before that we
have 1o locate some nculral
bodics 1o study and [ind out

which party or group first in-
‘trxluced political and soctal
terrorism in this country, Of
COUrsge,
to publicly condemn any tor
rorist act done by any Islamic
political party, be it Jamaat or
Shibir. Mr Rahman, however,
iricd (o generalize the finct-
dents  al
[Rajshahi
think this
banning the entire party activ-
ity throughoul the country. As
a punishment,
may bd banned at the two uni-
versilics. The
ism in Lhe educational institu
ttfons also have other back
grounds in which scveral fa
lors are involved,
gencral
aimed at them for rectification
as per the norm of Islam.

I have every courage

Chiltagong and
Universities, but |
is not enough flor

the activitics

political terror-

In fac
wrile-up was

i, ™y
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