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If You Want Someone Else's Ma

by Sylvia Saleem
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you want a man Lhe

answer 7] just do” is
enough. Of course you do; s
the way you're made. Butl ™ just
do” s not a good ecnough
answer to the question: "Why
do you want someone elsc's
man? .

Let's say he's engaged to
your f[riend Tasneem and
makes her very happy. Or that
he's married to your cousin
Shahnaz and is a strong, kind,
trustworthy husband and fa-

ther.
Why Him?

Well now, why do you want
him? You want someconc to be
marvelously in love with, and

him with you. You want a hus-
band who will make the world

a less [rightening place.

But if you get him, he won't
be any of those things any
more. If he was in love with
Tasneem last month and this
month he's in love with you,
his passion is not so marvel-
lous and next month someone
else may have it. Il he lcaves
your cousin Shahnaz and the

I F you ask yourselfl wh

|

children for you, then strong,
kind and trustworthy is cxactly
what he won't be. liell be
shaken and guilty.

The point is, in fact; that il
you got either of these men
away from Joanna or Dilruba,
he just wouldn't be the same
man.

You wanl him, you even love
him, in his framework, proba-
bly because of his framework.
Probably what you really want

" is a flance, a marriage, a boy

friend — “just like that”. Well
then, remember thay this is
the one man in the world
whom you can't have "just like
that”. The only way to do it
would be to become the other
girl.
| Fears

There is another strong
possibility: it may well be that
you want this man simply be-
cause you can't have him.
There are a lot of people like
that, and it isn’'t sheer cursed-
ness efther; it's something
else; it's fear. If you spend your
life pining for men you can't
have, it's probably becausc

you're alfraid of the ones you
can have, afraid of the rough
and tumble of a truc relation-
ship where you may get hurt by
the man, and not just by your
own melancholy and unsatis-
faclory love. _

If you're the pinfng typc,
then face the fact and try lo
throw away the bullet-prool
waistcoal that you use as your
armour against reality. You may
feel o bit lost at first, but after
4 while the frecdom of move-
nicnt will be exhilarating.

Consider Everyone

il you fall in love with a man
who has made a mistake and is
truly unhappy with the girl
he's got, that is a very different
situation; " especially if you
know for certain that he has
tried seriously, over a period of
time, W pul things right. You
have to make up your mind
then what everybody else’s in-
terests are; these are more
important than your own, bc-
cause youre in a minority.
Difficulty here is that you are
probably in no [it emotional

state to make a really sound
decision. Se go carefully

If he's en . but wanits
to break it off and get ¢
o you instead, work uum
mistake he made about the
other girl and den't aceceplt
him until you re sure he's not
making one about you, too.

If he's married and wants to
leave his wile and family for
you, work out il he's just gol
tired of one woman and wanls
a fresh one. Il so, steer clear;
for the obvious reason.

I his wile has left him and
he seems to all intents and
purposes a widower, lry to un-
dérstand why she left.
Remember there's at least a
filty-fifty chance that she may
have had a good reason.

The Family

Il he is unhappily married
and has children remember
that it is a terribly grave step
to remove a man from his fam-
fly. even if it is a [amily in ru-
ins. Your first duty to him as a
fellow being, and even more i
you love him, s nol to try te
get him, but to do all you ean
to put things right. You, as a
woman, may be able to show
him how to rebuild his ruin.
And for that you will earn his
deepest respect and affection.

The Vows

Childless marriages. whe-
ther happy or unhappy, still
represent a contract. For many
it 1s a binding contract with
God: for the rest it is simply a

straight arrangement betwoeen
two people. It s a bad act if
you set ou!l lo make even a
childless coupl: break their
faithful promiscs Lo each other.

Your Motives and H'is

To sum up: mistrust your
own motives for wanting
somecone clse's man. Also mis-
trust the motives of a man
who's gol someonc else and
sccems o wanl you.

Try, in the midst of the
emotional confusion, to keep
your sense of balance. Reme-
mber that something, or

_someone, thal is difficult to get

acquires a special charm, like
diamonds. But diamonds can
be very «cold comiort.
Circumstances change and lile
is always developing new and
existing opportunities. The
world won't come to an end
without him. It really won't.

- Almost Everlasting Irritation -
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by Mujibul Haque

quite often? Ome should get
used to such things, | believed.

Myhnth:r—h—im?nto
giggle lor no reason at all. That

is the trouble with him. After *

making sounds that no human
being does, he began to find
his behaviour funny. The
brother-in-law remained un-
his

"O-o-wah" was for.

My wife was red by
what [ had done. As if | was the
only person who had done
and the rest were
all mnocent! What about our
daughter who had been saying

consoling words
not please niece:
kept howling like a
it was better that |
not bothered about. Yet |
t rest until | knew
in-law made that
. say what you have
| demanded of my in-
king at him, without
ng to listen to what my
wife had been saying in dis-
pleasure. Then, suddenly my
niece stopped crying and
ordered me to turn on the
::.:R Our daughter too joined *
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"Ants bit him,” said my sis-
ter-in-law, as #he entered the
room. She had been, busy leed-
ing her infant who had lately
discovered a novel way of
showing his indignation for
being left alone as he slept. So,
after about every five minutes
he would make ear:piercing
noises as though the wolves
had attacked him. "You mecan
mosquitoes?” | asked or maybe
corrected her. But all she said
was, "ants.”

"Ants,” | said, and | almost
fainted. When all living beings
were getting bitten by
mosquiloes here was my
brother-in-law, who got bitten
by ants, what incredible non-
scnse ensued! Yel my sister-in-
law has seldom been found to
have made a mistake. The only
time she talked nonsense was
when she was antagonized for
taking her bathing at odd
hours, specially in the months
of .

"Why, maybe she is right,"
said my in-law.

"Yes why not?" | questioned
sarcastically. The mosquitoes
of the city had turned into
ants. But my brother-in-law
was paying no more allention.

"The shirt that he is wear-
ing had been hung on the wire
in the kitchen and there were

ants all over the wire,” my sis-
ter-in-law said.

"What are they doin
there?” | asked in surprisc nn!
began to feel uncasy for some
unknown reason. Now, why
should not there be ants any
way?

"The shirt hadn’'t been
checked properly. So there
might be ants,” the lady ex-
plained. By then our daughter
had put on the VCP and |
could not enjoy the movie at
all. My sister-in-law was never
intcrested in video films. Of
course she loved BTV dramas,
no matter whether they were
good or bad. As far as she was
concerned, all BTV dramas
were “excellent.”

And brother-in-law
made the same sound once
again, "Will yoa take off your
shirt,” | then screamed. My
wife looked at me suspiciously.
| felt disgusted. My brother-in-
law appeared to be fearful, nat-
urally, as he was thinking that
| had gone mad after all.” Take
off your shirt before 1 kill you!”
| exploded. But he simply kept
staring at me in bewilderment.
Only then did rescuec arrive.
My sister-in-law explained.
And then he understood. The
others were not interested in
the least. Ants or mosquitocs

Venturing into a New World

HAMIMA C :

who has worked at both

the east and west, and
having brought up three sons,
is mow wventuring into the
world of interior rations,
along with her sister-in-law,
Nehreen Rahman.

When asked as what made
her go into  the mouveau world
of intertor decorations, Sha-
nmima replied, "What | am
going into is party decoration
scrvices that will eco
making exclusively designed
‘shaminas’, Nower arrange-
ments, fruit baskets, crockery
and knick-knacks for the
table-wear, | feel that there is a
tremendous lack of acsthetic
scnsibiiity in the cater-
ing done today in Dhaka. In
weddings, poople are fed In a
harum-scarum manncr, quite
oficn. Just by planning, using
ont's ingenuity, and spending,
perhaps, a little more, one
could organise a function in a
more methodical manner,

Dwelling on the that
e had I wind’ Shesiae
claborated, "1 plan to make
‘shaminas’ of patierns different
from what has been witnessed
before in Dhaka. | propose o
use poltery, meore cxclusive
prescnlations, in the form of
baskets of fruits or flowers, as
the clients desire, along with
potted plants — it is entirely

up to the to decide
what exacUy it is Lthat thc‘
wanl and much thcy wis

to spend.”

Talking about the clientele
that she hoped ta &t(
Shamima continued Lo say
nowadays, many people are
“throwing partics for 'gai-
holuds’', engagements, wed-
dings. anniversaries and birth-
days, or even functions at pri-
vate, and public offices, where
there are board rooms, so that
Lthey do not have to
go o the e local heo-
tels or restaurants. Instead of
spending thousands of takas,
with the help of selective and
small attractive {tems, the en-
lirc scenario can be changed.”

Elaborating on how the in-
lerior decorator propescd lo
go aboul her work, she sald
that this would n depend
on the clicnis. Shamima pro-
cceded to explain,” | have
mustard , yellow and goid
‘shaminas’ in mind, for in-
stance, napkinsg and table
cloths to match and suit the
clicnts’ fancy. Mind you, the
flornl decorations that the
Dhakaites witnessced carlier at
Gulshan, reeently, is not my
only expertise.”

The interior decoralor went
on to say. "Abroad one has par-
tics for special occasions of
the year, like Thanksgiving
Day, Christmas and Boxing Day.
In the same fashion, the well-
to-do at Dhaka, during Eid or
any other occasion, could do
the same, keeping in mind the
budget of the client. There are
big organisations, both private
and public, and they too could
be my clients if they so wish.
With ure to the west-
ern culture, | believe | can
bring in morc sophistication
and apply mysell to the task

———

made no difference to them as
they were absorbed in the flm.
My in-law left the room,
while his wife followed. Soon, |
realized that he was not
to come back. | re . At
last, 1 shall not have to hear
that horrible sound more
whether it was because of the
mosqliitoes or the ants, | won-
dered. The world is full of such
strarige things unlike daflodils
in poetry books. ha
ai, that mmt‘m
an everlasting one. And, thank
goodness, it lasted almost for

- ever, untfl 1 got bitten by a

mosquito in a place where the
creature should not have found

its way to enter. Anyway, such
is life.

Pakistani Snack

Samosas

These are stuffed savoury
pouri filled efther with a meat
or vegetable stufling,

For the pourt:

4 oz white sell-raising flour
1 oz butter or cooking fat
For a meat filling:

; 1b minced meat

1 medium ondon
Chilli powder to taste
Fat lor frying

!
; leaspoonful turmeric

% teaspoonful corfander

For a vegetable filling
é Ib potatoes

; teaspoonful cumin grey
salt and chili powder

| oz butter or cooking fat
| teaspoonful lemon juice

Make the pourl as already
described, roll out into circles
and cut each circle in halfl

Fold the half-circle across in
hall again, and stick the two
hales of the straight side
together by damping with
water, thus forming a cone
shape. -

The filing — If using meat,
fry the chopped onion till
golden brown, add turmeric,
coriander and chili powder to
taste, s all the time. Add
the meat and cook slowly for
about 20 minutes.

For the vegetable filling,

peel and slice potatoes into

tiny' pieces about the size of
large peas, cook in melted
butter or cooking [at with
cumin grey, salt and chilli

er until gelden brown,
adding lemon juice. Fill the
little cones with the mixture,
fastening their tops by
damping and pmnin’ edges

ther. Fry in deep fat until
:ﬁm brown. Serve hot as an
afternoon tea dish or with
cocktails. 5.

by Fayza Haq
with more nation. | as- where | was provided with a
surc you, | am preparcd to  transport, and had no work
carn my living by the sweat of . enwironment problems, while |
my brows for task ahead of worked for the Scientific
me, i | should get the chance.” Director. | put In eighl hours

She said, furthermore, "My
patrons will have to guide me
whilc | use my imagination and
know-how. They have to pro-
vide me with a plan. | cannot
have everything and anything |
want . It to be their Hking.
and | will have to confine my-
sell 1o the budget that | am
gven. My clients have 1o rcly
on my judgement and once
they sce the work, they will
definitcly be impressed -

What made Shamima ven-
ture intq the party decor
eatering exhibit scen earller,
with her sister-in-law, Mah-
reecn Rahman, in the first
place? Teo this Shamima
rephed, "I could not have a
display of ‘shaminas’, ‘kolshis’,

1
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Shamima Chowdhury seen with Nehreen Rahman at Guishan

and other ftems for occasion
such as ‘gai-holuds’ and ‘wed-
dirigs’, and other parapher-
nalia. It had becn an cxposition
contrived at a short time.
Coming back from Ohio, aller
three and a hall years, | have
work cxperience and am not
afraid of work. | have Mandled
teenagers in driving lessons. |
have worked as a scerelary for
varjous organisations in Bang-
ladesh too, sinee '71.
| worked for the Marketing
r at "Squibb’ of Bang-
ladesh. | enjoyed the work as
the opecrators gave me the
exclusive phone calls. | then
workcd for the ICDDR'B,
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and never felt weary with my

job. This was when my hus-

band , now Group Captain
(Retd.) B.A. C hury, was

at Kuwait. | worked at
Kuwail too. llowever, | had a
number of Pakistani and
Bengall collcagues, who were
alwmys helpful. | had 0 work
cxtra hard there, even though
the children were at a board-
ing school, at Malta, while |
scrved with a pharmaccutical
industry — which was a collab-
oraled project of the Kuwait
and Saud! Arablan govern-
mcnis. - Fortunalely, 1| had to
deal with the queries in
English only. | preferred my
life abroad because that was
mom organised, and | was 1oo

e b e

busy to worry aboutl
matters which sometimes rul-
e me here at Dhaka.”

As o how she toped with
the house-work and her ca-

reer, which remains a major -

problem both in the east and
wesl, the interior decoralor
replicd without a pause,” It
dcpends on one's understand-
ing between onesclf and onc's
husband. Both husband and
wife may follow carcers, and
yet have a happy home, as long
as Lhere is give and take. At
times, | had problems with the
scrvants and the children
themselves. In Bangladesh, one
tends to depend largely on

"minor

domcstic help, as one hhs the
wya , chowkidar', and the
chaulfleur. | have been lucky 10
work in organisations where
the bosscs have been ex-
tremely understanding”

A mother of three boys, the
oldest one being Riad, aged
27, who leaches compulors at

a school in USA, the second
being Ziad, 26, who is doing
practical eleetrieal engineer-
ing training abroad, and Fayas,
20, the youngest, whe has
joined the US at [awati,
Shamima is now free to lollow
& career of her own choidee.
Talking about the exhibit
once again, that she had held
al Guishan, Shamima admitted
that the aver midd le-class
in the metropolis could net af-
ford t. However, Shamima
reminded, that #t had been a
mere display of what she could
provide in future. Nehreen has
ilready cstablished hersclf
with hcr decor displady with

her “Tutly's Potter's Hut”,
while Shamima hoped Lo have
a flourishing project with her
own called "Interllora.” «+

This will be a new venture
in which Shamima will exper-
iment, and she looked forward
lo playing the role ol a "boss”,
specially as the children had
now [lown the nest.

Today, people being far too
busy with their work at home
and at office, they would likc
lo have dccorators like
Shamima Chowdhury, who can
be rcached on the telephone,
and provide one with sophisti-
cated decor Lo onc's laste.
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Bangladeshi models are a match for any other in the Subcontinent.
Charm, poise, intrinsic beauty are all found in them.



