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Dhaka, Sunday, March 28, 1993

We Demand an;lnquiry

The three-day Eid and Inde nce Day holi-
day of the newspapers has the nation
from learning about an incident that we consider
to be of tremendous significance in terms of con-
stitutionality of governance and of admin-
istrative action. As announced earlier the Ghatak
Dalal Ntrmul Committee was to hold a meeting to
press for its demand for the implementation of
the verdict of "Gano Adalat" which was passed on
the same day last year. Without commenting on
whether the concept of public trial is tenable
within the [ramework of democracy, we would
like to express our grave concern as to how the
police., without proper legal order, took an action
that prevented the Nirmul Committee [rom ex-
ercising its democratic rights.

As ch;on:d. the police on the night of 25
March, dismantled and carried away the dias set
up the Nirmul Committee for its meeting on
the 26th. On the day itself, the cordoned
ofl the Suhrawardy Uddan and Ramna Park
area where the Nirmul Committee planned to
hold its public demonstration. Later the adjacent
areas of the University, the Press Club. the Zero
Point and the roads in front of the GPO were also
scaled ofl. preventing the Nirmul Committee
from holding its proposed meeting in an alterna-
tive stte. Cord off such a huge area with a
massive mobilization ol the police, and some re-
ports have it, the BDR, gave the impression that
the city was under seize, creating panic in the
public mind and striking a contrast to the
Eid and Independence Day festivities.

We would like to raise several questions. Why
was the Nirmul Committee prevented from exer-
cising its constitutional ts ? The right of
freedom of speech, of assembly and of public
demonstration are guaranteed by our Constitu-
tion. The government also has the right to

revent such freedoms within the preview of the
aw. However, the police, when repeatedly cha-
llenged to produce any official order, or to
explain under what legal provision, the action was

being taken, could only reply "We have orders
from the high-ups." Such an explanation from
the police hardly measures upto the requirement
of the law. If the government thought it wise, for
public salety 'and peace, to ban this gathering,. it
could have taken out an appropriate court order,
But it did not bother to. There was not even an
official administrative order which was shown to
the organisers as the basis for the police action.
As far as we have been able to gather, the govern-
ment, more specifically the home ministry, did
not even try to contact the Nirtmul Committee to
persuade them, either to cha its ramme
or the venue on the grounds of the sanctity of Eid
or of the Independence Day. When the govern-
ment chooses to act arbitrarily even when justifi-
able legal measures are within its reach, we [eel
concerned — concerned at the mentality that
shows such disrespect for the legal process. Like
the public the government is also bound by the
law. In fact more s0. '

Then there s the question of public conve-
nience. Cordoning off such a huge area, especially
when it included such 1]'::ular recreational areas
like the Shishu Park F(? ildren's Park], Ramna
Park, created unmeasurable inconvenience faor
the public. The [estive mood of the occasion was
seriously compromised. The heavy-handed be-
haviour of the police must also come under se-
vere criticism. The assault on many public figures
and the indiscriminate beating of the pEeneral
public who came to participate in the Nirmul
Commitiee's programme must be condemned in
the clearest of terms and the government must
be held accountable for this excess. We also ques-
tion the wisdom of the Nirmul Committee for
planning to organise, what is essentially its parti-
san programme, on the occasion of the Inde-

endence Day, a day that should be kept [ree
rom all political programmmes and reserved only
for festivities.

We consider the police action to be a violation
of the Constitutional rights of the citizens. We
therefore demand an immediate inquiry as to the
origin of the police action, the legal basis on
which it was based, and the reasons lor the public
assaull on prominent public figures.

Credit to France

It goes to the credit of the political system of
France that the stage is set for what has come to
be known as "co-habitation” between the Socialist
President, Francois Mitterrand and the Conser-
valives-dominated parliament. 1t has happened
before, often creating waves but seldom causing a
constitutional stalemate. So, experts say, it will be

business as usual for the republic.

Part of the success would le in the respect for
tradition, based on acceptance of constitutional
norms. t is more important, there i{s an un-
wrilten broad-based national consensus, binding
‘most parties, on domestic and external policies.
For instance, leaders of major parties agree on
the need to follow the German model of eco-
nomic compelition and display no serious diver-
gences on other issues.

It has helped the national consensus that the
rightist National Front of Jean-Marie Le Pen and
the Communist Party secured less than 10 per
cent ol popular vote, with the two Green pariies
emerging stronger, w 15 percent of votes.
Now, instead ol merely focusing on environmental
issues, the two grou are talking of their con-
cern for economic themes:

This is, in effect, the multi-party system at
work, a sysiem in which isations, like the
two Green groupings, are fighting to come to
power as such. Instead, t are more interested
in educating the public on issues and, through
their parliamentary representation, acting as
lobbies in moulding official policies.

Here is a lesson for a developing country like
Bangladesh, one that believes In a multi-party
parliamentary democracy, to learn from.

This hardly means that with all its strength,
the political scene as we see in France today is
without its hidden power st e¢. There is some
inevitable tension, almost bordering on bitter-
ness, between the two mainstream opposition
parties’ leaders — former President Valery Gis-
card d’Eslah'::g. 66, and his former prime minis-
ter, Jacques Chirac, 60 — with both wistfully loo-
king at the preside
term of Mitterrand, now 76, ends.

However, all this is In future. France will cross

the bridge when it comes to it, as the saying goes. |
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Iftar Parties: An Elitist Extravagance

I FTAR parties have been a
regulnr part of our politic-
al and soctal landscape
du the month of Ramadan,

L rtes
by the !:t..t'z';uﬁ""a

the state lor selected guesis.
Ministers, members of
paritament, L offi-

cinls, journalists, la

~ doctors, businessmen, .

It

Admittedly, ft
who introd

. He was well known
using religious occasfons

lgious
of the people, But the BNP
government scems to be sur-
passing even the fallen dictator
in extra : of-
ficial parties to entertain the

tep layer ol the governing class -

at the cost of the taxpayer
raiscs both moral and legal
quesiions. Why the BNP gov-
crnment is following in the
footsicps of Ershad is a mys-
tery o me.

Sooner or later, the people
arc going to ask embarrassing

Western

ONSIDER these numb-
ers. :
At the end of 1991, the

developing countrics’ total
debt st stood at USS1.3
trillion, with the countries of
Latin America and the
Cgfhun owing a third of the
pagg
Ro hall of the lon

term ‘éf.-'é."l. held by oMeial
sources (meaning multilatcral

peg-tgt-< L o

Private creditors account for
the remaining amount.

This average, however,
masks variations. In
sub-Saharan Africa and South
Asia, private creditors hold
only about a quarter of total
debt whereas in Latin America,
they account for two-thirds.

Measurcs of the debt bur-
den also t regional
differences. ratio of inter-
est payments on debt to the
value of ranges {rom
2.1 per cent for the developing
couniries of Europe and the
Mediterranean to 16.4 per
cent for Latin America and the
mﬂu'lhhcnn. Total outstanding

as a proportion of gross
national product ranges from
about 30 per cent for South

of realised piecemeal solutions
— ranging [rom forgiveness
and abrogation on the one
hand, to more choreographed
re-schedulings on the other —

hlﬁclmﬁtlnnttuun[tlﬁ
“debt prob today.
A little over 10 years ago, in

August 1082, Mcxico an-
nounoed it could not make in-

Zakat fund

Sir, Almost in every year, in
the month of Ramadon, Zakat
money is asked to be de-

posited in the national Zakat
fund.

To make the step morc

“meaningful to the people, |

think a full programme to uti-
Hze the Zakat meney needs to
be given to the people's
knowledge through the na-
tional dailics and 13TV, As for
example, f the concerned au-
thority intends 10 rehabilitale a
scetion of our slum dwellers
with the fund by making low
cost houses in different areas,
| think the sicp will yicld bet-
ler result as this can be a pro-
cess of gradual solution of this
scvrious problem.

- So the actual programme of
the fand and its wutilization
need o be known to all before
starting the collection. Il this
is implemented, people will
‘t more and more interest to
pay Zakat money there, Instead
of solving one or two persons’
problem haphazardly, | think
the ecoheerned authority can

I have often wondered why political quarters
of using public funds ... . The answer, probably, is rooted in the structure of our society.

are not raised by

country believes that what is good for them is good for the country.

about the moral and justification

elite of this

questions. Somehow the lssuce
has not yet been addressed se-
riously. The press Is wary of
commenting on a praciice
which carrics a religious cover.

Bul should we not look at ft

from the point of view of those

illusive beings — the common

men and women — of the

country? How de thecy view
these glittering state alfairs?

Do these scrve the In-
lervsts of the nation? One can

appreciate if an Mar party or
il

«d any party is arranged
for a visiting foreign dignitary

or il #t 18 linked directly with a

stale activity but these arc not
occasions of that nalure. In
rcality, these arc public rela-
lion exercises calculated 1o
promote the polftical interosts
of the host. The religious «loak
is used in order 1o hide their
rcal purpose. The organizers
scem to believe that no one
will complain aboul cither the
extravagance or the improper
us¢ of state funds as long as¥
this is done under cover ol re-
ligious piety.

Millions of people In the
country at or below the
subsistence | are ©
to ‘take satisfaction from the
fact that .their leaders are

' in Dhaka at their cost
in the intesest of thetr welfaret
in the past onc used 1o hear
the word ‘austerity’ from time
to time bul under the present
democratic government this
seems tohave gone out of (ash-
fon. The use of public funds for
one's personal religious pur-
poses seems o have cnicered
our political culture. There i1s

no suggestion of impropriety
when government Ilcaders

travel with large enlourage for
rforming either the heoly
mrah or Hajj. | have been
taught from childhood that
there must be an element of

Creditors should Resolve

tcrest payments on the US$80

billlien it owed to external
creditors. It was the first ma-

jor debtor country to dcfault
of

on its loens. =1

It marked beginning
a large debt crisis. In the next
10 years, more developin
countries stopped or
intcrest payments on

debts.
that the bulk of the
problem is concentrated in

L.,ﬂn fd] i
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concerted efforts at a managed
resolution of the debt crisis
have focused on this region.

In Chile, a combination of
scvercly disciplinary macro-
economic policies, an export
boom, and the innovative use
of such measures as the ex-

of debt for stock re-
«d the country's debt bur-
den.

In almost all the countries

where the debt burden has
been reduced through con-
certed official action, direct
and indirect benefits have fol-
lowed. Direct benefits include
the reduction in a country's
debt burden — 35 per cent
debt relief for Mexico, and up

to 62 per cent rcliel for Costa

Rica.
The
clude lower domestic inicrest
rates (as pressure on the ex-
rate eases), cncourag-
levels of domestic
investment and the return of
direct investment and

capital flight to the country.

not all countries —
and particularly not the
smaller ones — can expect to
achieve the same success as
Mexico and Chile, this sce-
nario must be with
the alternative ol continuing in
arrears, snubbing the interna-
tional community or

dragging out negotiations over
periods of time.

situation in Latin
America has improved dramat-

identily one major problem ol
our Hi-lated people to solve in
i syslemaltic process. '

Motius Samad Chowdhury
Assisiand Manager,
Muiliola Tea Estate, Sylhet

Vegetable garden

Sir, The vegetable cultiva-
tion meodel initiated by the
Deptt. of Agricultural Exten-
sion, BAU 1{s a practical one
and should be expanded
throughout the country. If all
the schools can set up their
respective model vegetable
garden, it will not only
strengthen the students’ prac-
tical knowledge about veg-
etable farming but will also
help in popularising vegetable
growing among the people.

The Mintstry of Education
should take approprialc men-
sures (o set up such modcl
vegetable gardens in all the
Govl, and private schools and
colleges. Meanwhile care

should be taken so that estab- ™

lishment of vegetable garden
, may not squeeze the land for

eir

countries), ft
is not surprising that the most

indirect beneflits in- .

1000

Elzrmmtl sacrifice in the por-
wmance of such religlous du-
lics. Where is the personal
sacrifice when state funds are
used to advertise onc's reli-
glous devotion? The hypocrisy
inherent tn this practice has
not escaped public aliention. |
do not know why the NI gov-
ernment is s0 insensitive as 1o
go on with these lionable
traditions with s gusio. The

ordinary people certainly know
that these promotional partics

in the of religious obser-
vance, al the cost of the
taxpayer, s not an arvepinble

Islamie practice. Perhaps they

have not heard the jokes that
are going round.

| have often wondered why
guestions are not raiscd by po-
litical about the moral
and legal justification of using
public funds for this kind of
activities. The answer, proba-

. Is rooted In the structure

our . The elte of this

.mmryhhrvuthnlch

good for them is good for the
country. Perhaps that is why
the practice of entertaining
cach other at the cost of the
public exchequer does not ap-
pear to them o be unethical at
all. The use of roliglous covur
gives them an additionn] 1nca-
sule ol ~alety agatnst publie
erithcism. The Comncise Oxford
Dictionary says lerm means
“the choiee part, the best.”
Actually these people are net-
ther the boest nor perhaps the
worst! they arc simply the up-
per and middie income pooph
mosthy living in Dhaka dnd

other urban comtres. W s &
firh:h* large oclass T‘l'rlph' with
vdoction and white collar

or & busincssman or a pr{:b
sional man or just anybody
with some school cducation or
good family bickground has
wcress (o Lhis class. It is not an
cxcluosive chiss and yet it can
be no seif-serving. The whole
political as woll as cconomiv
systcm is organized for their
benefit. Take the educalion

system, for cxample. We have
had a moadern oducation sys-
tem for over a hundred years
but the poreentage of Merale
peoplc has not iwreased o

HMAMB

dreal donl during this long pe-
rixl. Desplic a liberal budget
allocation on education the
pereentage of Hleraey is stuck
somewhoere around thirty, The
rate of fomade lllilcracy 1s un-
doubtedly much higher. The
reasons are not unknown. Dut
one reason that is oflen ig-
nored s she absence of gen-
ulne commitment en the part
of the eie o universal oduca-
Lhomy. =
Those who are fertunalce
vnough 1o have alre moved
up the soctul and cconomie
ldder 1o bocome a member of
the ruling class arc loo busy in
laking cure of themselves. A
very large shiev of the eduea-
tlon grant t directed to the
higher cducation. The prinsiry
schools fer the children of the
poasants continue o he housed
in thatched cotlages often
without a roel or a wall or
other choamentary amenitios.
The upper chwacs could not be

This is the debt crisis today: much of the
solution still lies within the West's grasp ...

Rohinton Medhora of Economic and Tech-
nology Policy Programme, International

Development Research Centre (Canada),

writes @m Ottawa.

ically. In Asia, the crisis was
.hq;mm&:dtnl*&:mm—
mm-:ﬁbu with
unmanageable debt, the crisis
continues unabated.
Nigeria, by virtue of the fts
size, always seems to dominate
the scene in sub-Saharan
Africa, and the samce is trué on
the dcbt [ront. Although its
debt is much more weighted

to private sources than in
other countries in the region,

its general predicament is very
imilar

s :

Judged by the raw numbers,
the multilateral institutions
may not seem like big players
in the debt game. - the
situation varies in individual
countries, less than a fifth of
the developing countries’ total
debt stock is due to the multi-
latcrals.

However, this belies the
multilaterals’ true power and
rolc in the resolution of the
debt crisis. Their loans
with them a "scal of ap
which then leads to lending
from ether sources.

The input of the multilater-
als —in particular the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and the World Bank — is
critical before, during and
after debt negotiations.
Furthermore, for the smaller
and/or poorer countrics, espe-
cially in Africa, the multilater-
als hold the bulk of the debt.

To alleviate the situation for
the debtor countries, a number
of changes have been sug-
gested. The IMF could in-
crease its lending resources by
selling its stocks of gold (an
idea endorsed by the organisa-

play ground. Every school
should a :.].3 ground be-
cause playing physical ex-
ercise is also a part ol educa-
tion and very much cssential
for buflding up healthy citi-
zens.,

M Zahidul Haque
Asstt, Prof. BAU, Dhaka

Scarcity of water

Sir. We, approximatcly
people living at Sardar
Goli (beside north lane of
Fakirerpool water tank),
Fakirerpool, Motijheel, in this
metropolis, have [allen help-
lcss victims to msuflicient and

irregular water supply by
WASA for the last two monihs.

The scarcity of water sup-
ply has reached to its worst
peak very recently following
the 'so-called renovation’ of
the water pipe line of the area
by WASA.

The unavailabflity of rc-
uired quantity of water is
rcing us to refrain from the
most urgent day-to-day works

- tween

tion itself). Grace and amorti-
sation periods could be

lengthened, providing “Somé
reltef to debtors without affect-

ing the income — and thus the
credit ratings — of the muld-
laterals. A larger of
profits could be ploughed back
into a debt relicf operation.
Clearly, needy countries
could be identified and given
meaningful debt relief, thus

casing the burden where it is
most scvere without
balance

the multilaterals’
shects. -

With or without the multi-
laterals, there exists an inter-
national market for capital,
where suppliers (creditors)

and consumers [debtors] in- |

teract to arrive at a price (the
interest rate) and quantity.

On the demand side, the
restructuring of the economics
of Eastern Europe and the

Commenwealth of
Independent States (the
former Soviet Union) will
shrink. as the two

providers, mp;!

unification) and Japan (due to

S S

At the same time, other
[actors are operating to in-
crease available s and
reduce the demand for them,
including lower mililary
spend The overall gap be-
and de-
sired investment is unlikely to
be very and is even
likely to be a eritical factor in
determining the prospects of

like bathing, cooking, washi
ol clothes and utensils an
even responding to the call of
nature in due course of time.

Many of the tenants ol the
area, who have bven living
here for quite a few yeurs. have
startcd wvacalng thcir llats
owing to this serfous prolidem,

Therelore, we humbly re-
quest and urge the higher an-
thorities concerned for an
immediate action to ensure
suflicient and regular supply of
water in the area and hrﬁ: the
residents to live in peace.

Mohammud Sidchigqur Rahman
| 14, Fakirerpool, Dhaka

Kuldip Nayar

Sir, Mr Kuldip Nayar's repu-
tation is formidable, His piece
in The Daily Star of J0th
March was as good as ever.
Unlortunately, it did not end
well. 1is concluding paragraph
smelt South Bloc plus naivety.

Ruis-ul-llag
Dhaka

year, invelving not only

bothered f the children of
peasants go withowt schooling
Why should wv' not have a pri
mewy school in every village or
a vocational sehool In every
Unien? This, in their judge-
ment, would be (oo expensive
though they are most voeal in
demanding new universities.
The children of the upper
classcs must have “higher edu-
cation” carrying both prestige
and high income. Thus the na-
tion's privrily is determined by
the pereeption of the priority
of the upper chiss,

it Is Inleresiing how the
mwemibers of the urban upper
or niddl class — people who
aciilly run the machinery of
the government — look al eco-
nonie jssues. They are very
happy if the price of riee s
low. Reflecting thelr wishes,
the governmeni makes every
possible effort to keep the
price low even W the farmer's
income falls below the cost of
production. Public opinion, for
the government means the
opinton of this cliss of proplic.
FEvery thing ts Bowe for them if

the of rev or fish or veg-
ﬂnb:r; cheap. What happens
to the farmer or the fisherman

is no one's concern. Indeod
the and the MNsher-
men, In. pereeption of

these privileged classes, cxist
simply to serve them. Such an
aititude often determines gov-

ernment policics. When a pro-
jeet ts launched for the osten-

siblc benefit of the rural poor,

the main interest is around the

white collar jobs created by
the profect mther than fts sub-
sliner.,

The government talks about
“dal bhat” for the poor. One s
certainly entftled 1o ask : why
dal bhat’ for the poor and lav-
ish Nar partics for the rich?
This is such an old that

individual countries.

it hardly fires anybody's
nuition. | beliewe Sher-¢-
Fardul Hug used this

slogiin in the
people are net o be sat-

honestly
cfficiently implemented pro-
gramme. Instead, the m
are old, tnwe and ‘

coeriain wnpatriolic

conspiring o thwart the
velopment efforts. Bat

These Miar parties expose
the hollowness of the “so-

digressed
from my original premise but a
moment's refllection will show

that the Wiar parties bring this
hiatus n our oul into

, the open. To my mind, these

parties are a symbel of the
tchasm
ficial community whith 18 rul-
ing the country
nury people of this unha
! tothng from morni 'a
rrl#ulnrhr-lullm

riles are also an example of

: religion ts used for poliy-
cal purposcs. Awami lcague
ought to consider the
in the light of its conmmitment
o secular values, As for the
government, the least thal a
Z’*Fﬂ'ﬂiﬂf governmeni can

s to pul an end 0 this ex-
travagance and unscemly feast -
ing at the taxpayer's expensc,
in fact the public has a right to
know how much of the tax-
paycr's money haw been spent
for these Mar parties during
the month of Ramadan.

Debt Crisis Now

Iinstead, meore attention
should be paid

This, then, is the debt eri-
sis as we see il today. One

common link em and
that is how much of the solus-
whrﬂ"' o B il
Granted, as stable
s S
nomic policies in developing
countries are for
success. But are only nec-
, mot condi-
success.

sceking a solution —
flexibility during
adapting institutions to
T CesS
nising tegra
of today's
Some {ssues remain oul-
standing. It is not

-
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When two heavy vehicles
clash head-on on the highway,
it is not duc to mechanical
fawit, but human error. In the
press reports we read that the
driver/s "escape” most of the
time. During head-on crash
they should be killed along
with a number of Innocent
passcngers, bul such news is
not prominently displayed in
the headlines,

A big publicity campaign
should be mounted by the traf-
[l police and the front organi-
sallons of the political parties
against bad driving. Killer
drivers should not be tolerated
by the society. A strict salcty
cam should be mounted
and continued 365 days in the
the
regulating agencies, but the
lakhs of pcople whe can afford
to atiend the innumerable po-
litical m-tinm called by the
politiclans who are supposed
to run our country, and not run
the adminisiration, which
counts in cve y Mfe.

The PR wing of the DPolice
have to be sirengihened not
only with professionally traf-
ned personnel, but also
psychologist-consultants to
guide the campaign. The pub-
lic must be fed up of reading
the daily reports on vehicle
accidents [and hijacking). The
minisiers and the Opposition
ar¢e mum on the issue (and
many other issues which need
tackling on a war-footing).

Why the public arc not in-
for how many bad drivers
have been punished by the
court? Such news and inwves-
tigntive re ing are absent in
our prcﬂml the wehicle

Get the Killer Drivers

owners' assoclation have (o say
on the frequent accidents in-
volving buses and trucks? Why
such accidenis are so low in-
volving the privale cars?

Here we are a social
problem — the bad habit of
driving fast and rec . Has
some academician found out
how much this habft is related
to the level of education of the
driver? Is ft not a sign of
indiseiplined mind? Owver-
laking has become way of with
the prolessional drivers, whe
arc generally educated up the
primary level or are secondary
s'hool full-ouls.

It needs a lot ol expericnee,
foresight - and judgement to
overiake another vehicle on
the road. Recklessness is a
discase ul the untrained mind.
Here even a goo ! driver can-
nol Nt acciacils, because
the other party might be mak-
ing the mistake [such as a
rickshaw driver). Thercfore
the well trained driver has to
be alert all the time to save his
own vehicle In the firsl place,
for no fault of his ownl

Since we are unablc te
tackle this continuing kiler
driver menace, let us got a fow
experts from abroad te train
up Lthe local regulating agen-
cies, afler drawing up a master
E‘Iln of re-organization. It is

tal to rely on common sense
and amateurish hall-baked ex-
perience with limited radius of
consciousness.

First we must know what
we don't know, before we be-
come aware of what we know.

A Mawaz
Dhaka




