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13 militants held in Kashmir; mircen

militants, two of them top-rankers, were arrested in Kashmir

valley since Saturday night, reports PTI from Srinagar.

M:hmnlu sct afire public and private property in diflerent
parts ol the valley and Doda district of Jammu region during
Lhe perdod, an ul'ﬂt ial spokesman said.

Securily forces nabbed seven militants in Srinagar, three
in Baramulla, two in Pulwama and one in Anantnag,

The arrested included a "district’ and a "eompany’ com-
mander of a militant outfit, the spokesman said.

Mohammad Ramzan Bhat, an engineer, kidnapped by mili-
(ants last week from Naseembagh-Habak area here, was let off
Saturday evening, official sources said.

38 killed in Pak bus

with people going home to Pak -ﬂnn lled Kashmir o
celebrate the end of the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan
plunged into a ravine, killing 38 people, the official APP news
agency said Tucsday, reports Reuter.

The bus slipped ofl the road during heavy rain on a sharp
bend along lhc road to the Azad (free) Kashmir capital of
Muzaffarabad and plunged into a 1,000 ft (300 metre) deep
ravine, APP said.

* A bus crowdcd

it said 38 people were killed and 18 people ipjured. some ;

seriously.

9 die as boat ca dpsmes in Haiti: nine people

dicd when an overloaded saflboat ferrying passcngcers
between an Eastern port and the capital sank off the coasi of
flatti, authorities said Monday, reports AFP [from Port-Au-
Prince.

Two people aboard tLhe vessel, "espere en dieu” ("Hope In
God”), were rescued alter the boat sank in high seas and
strong winds near the island of La Gonave on a trip Sunday
form point Aracquette.

The sailboat was the fourth vessel to sink in the area in the
last five weeks. In the worst incident, 275 pcu?l: were con-
firmed dead and at least 800 were missin llowing the
sinking of the ferry Neptune the night of Fd:runry 16-17.

Marine sanctuary for dol S
Frince and Monaco are to create a ma :nncluary
dolphins and whales in the Mediterranean, the 1.hn::
countries announced here Monday, reports AFP from
Brussels.,

They said the sanctuary would include the Ligurian sea,
stretching roughly south from the Franco-Italian coastline to
the southern tip of Corsica, and east from the French port of
Foulon into the Archipleago of

It comprises an area of 73,000 :quan: kilometres. Officials
said the decision would allow about 25,000 dolphins and
1,000 whales to live in safety from drift-nets, fishermen -n:l
lourists,

The agreement was s on the sidelines of a meeting ol
EC ministers of the environment.

The French minister, Segolene Royal, said: “This is a world

first. and |1 hope it will be Iulh-udlnminlmnﬂu hy a
siniilur sanctuary in the Antarctic.”

- Ivory products seized in HK: Ilong

Kot custom officers have seized a large cargo of ivory
products intended for export o Japan, a customs man
said Monday. reports AFP [rom Hong Kong.

The carved ivory products, worth some five million Hong
Kong 'dollars (641,000 US), were the largest lvory scizure
since July 19, 1989, when a lotal ban on ivory trade was im-
poscd by the local colonial administration, he said.

The carving, weighing about 2.5 k (5.8 pounds)
cach, were discovered last Thursday in 12 eartons at the air-
port and were believed to be destined for Osaka, Japan, the
spokesman said,

Despite being signatory to the Washington convention
agiinst (rade in endangered animals and plants, which was
amendoed in January 1990 (o ban all ivory trade, Japan is be-
lieyved ;:i b l.ht hi wt imporiers of tvory from Hnrl[. Kong.

.Eu-» ied ﬂghl winll rs ﬁm mﬁ*uﬂ

Hr:mlu}* in the first altiv’k on a newspaper office in a wave ol
ati-forcigner violence since ﬂ::nrun unification in 1990,
reports. Reuter from Munich,

A stone and a petrol bomb were thrown through a window
in the olfice of the Mittelbayerische Zettung in the town of

Waerth north of Munich, a police spokesman said.

North Korea to counter
any UN sanctions

TOKYDO, Mar 23: Neorth
Korea, which this manth
pulk-d oul ol the nuclear Noen-
Mrolifcratéon Treaty (NPT),
sald on Monday it could
counicr any sanctions by the
United Nations Security Cou-
ncil, reports Reuter.

*Whatcver sanctions, block-
nde and military threat on the
part ol the US-led imperialist
reactionarics and Ltheir lollow:
vrs can never frighten the
Korean people.” the official
newspaper Rodong Sinmun
sl

"We will answer their new
satictions with corresponding
mwasures,” added the paper's
report, carried by the Korean
central news agency mont-
tored in Tokyo. L did not elab-
oraie .

Pyongyang luelled tension
on the divided Korean penin-
sula this month when 1L said 1t
was pulling out of the NPT
rather than open military sites
o international inspector who
suspect Lhey are atomic
weiapons laboratorics.

The Vienna-based Intern-
ational Alomic Energy Agency
has given Pyongyang until the
end of the month to allow ils
inspectors in or [ace possible
Security Councill sanetions.

Meanwhile, another report

#
- e T

[rom Scoul adds: South Korean
Foreign Minisier Han Shang-
Joo left for the United Stalcs
day to discuss counter-mea-
surcs against North Korea.

llan will visit the United
Nations during his stay in New
York and then go o
Washington for talks with US
lenders on the nuciear threat,

which has heightened with
Pyongyang's pu t from the
nuclear Non-Proliferation

| dren,
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Chinese CP for strong arm

to match int'l status

BEWING, Mar 23: Chincse
communist party chiel Jiang
Z~min said Beljing must pump
mare money into its growing
military machine to guarantce
a strong army that matches
China’s international status,
reports Reuter.

In a speech splashed over
the [ront of today's
P’cople’s Dally, Jiang said
China's should mod-
ernisc forces and enhance
combat capability now while
the international situation re-
mained rejatively peaceful.

"However, the world situa-
tion still has its grim aspect.
Power politics and hege-
monism still exist, and re-
gional wars and conflicls have
never ceased,” Jiang was

' persistent

deputics to the current par-

"llamentary session.

China’s incrcast power-
ful military muscle tll'l‘;? caused
concern among some of its
Asian neighbours, who fear
Beijing may want the role of a

big regional power as Russia
and the United States cut their

military presence in the area.

The recent Chinese pur-
chasc of jet fighters from the
former Soviet Union as well as
B iumuurl that

jing is secking long-range
naval capabilities all cause con-
ocern.

Jiang said the army, which

Beijing used to crush the -

Tiananmen Square pro-
democracy protests of 1989,
would continue to be the chief

quoted as tclling military

LONDDH Thol"nrmofw:!nu

guarantor of social stability.

"Only with a strong army
which matches China's inter-
national status can the Chinese
nation have reliable security in
the world and the nation's so-
clalist mn-dernll-nunn proceed
SIMoo

B-.-Hng: leaders have re-
peatedly denied secking re-
glonal military supremacy, sa
ing such worries are nlmpy
hangovers from the cold war.

Jiang, who heads China's
all-powerful central military
commission, sald the main
task. ahead for the military wa
to find ways to modernise de-
spite a lack of funds.

Last week, finance minister
Liu Zhongli said China would
hike defence spending by 12.4
per cent in 1993 Lo about US

greeted on lm\rnl at thr Queen I:.hmbe-th Cmtraw

by actresses Ruley Wax (L) and Maurun Lipman (R). The Princess was attending

yesterday
the launch of Refuge, the world's first refuge for battered women.

— AFP/UNB photo

|

Tﬁdulhrhlﬂlﬁn. Lhe fuurth

year in a row that Bca
significantly boosted m’IH-

budget.
Army

China‘’s military budget re-
mains re low in inter-

was
China's

5

itself to take ndvnnﬂt:qe of
ceonomic relorms Lo Increase
Income,

The people’'s liberation
army is alrcady a I ceo-
nomie player in China, trading
in everything' from advanced
weaponry to consumer clec:
tromics.

Aspin won't
attend NATO

meeting

WASHINGTON, Mar 23: US
Defence Secretary Les Aspin,
who received a heart pace-

Aspin repondtnmrkat
about Ilﬂ a.m. (1330 GMT),

hot attend a March 20 mecting
in Brussels

G-7 yet to decide aid plan for Russia

TOKYO, Mar 23: The Group
ol Seven (G-7) industrialiscd
nations has not yet decided on
any concreie aild plan for
Russia, Japanese Finanec
Minister Yoshire Hayashi said

Reuter.

Hayuhi told reporters that
a specific aid programme for
Russia, including a possible

-rescheduling of its, foreign .

debt, shoild be at &
meeting of G-7 foreign and fi:

nance minister expected in
Tokye in April.

Monelary sources in
w said Russia had put
fo a detailed bit 10 win
more than dollars 20 billion in

assisiance from the wesl Lhis
year, inclading dollar 6 billion
for a fund to stabilisc its cur-

rency.
Asked if the G-7 ministerial

meeting might be brought for-
ward in view of the heightened
tensions in Russia, Hayashi

G-7 linance ministers’ meecting
in Washingion ahead of
International Monetary Fund
and World Bank mectings on
April 29.

“The schedule would be up
o dmhgmm in Russia,” he
said.

said "all passibilities remain Hayashi did not
“Pﬂ‘ﬂ mention Japancse
But, he added, it would be . Russia
of Httle: use Ao l-nhn~-‘Tuhpu:uﬂhhwnrppad
mecting i a'lt G-7 - eannot wpmmhmmm
come up with a concrete aid decisively on aiding Russian
President Boris Yeltsin, who is
Hayashi said it was also pos- locked in a confrontation with

sible the G-7 countries might
hold the ministerial meciing at
I.hc same Lime ll.,l -rhﬂl-h&

JERUSALEM. Mar

| Isrnel solkMers shot dead qur

Palestintans, two of them chil
in the occupled Gaza
Sirip on Monday aller an Arab
siabbed and wounded six
Israchs In a Jerusalem school

F yard, reports Reuter.

Angry Israclis blocked
Jerusalem's main street calling
for Prime Minister Yitrhak

Rabin's resignation. In parlia-
ireaty (NET). ment, Rabin's Labour Party
Aﬂtrhll:l:lnlhtllitnd defeated by BO votes 1o 41 «
Stales, Han stop in Japan, | right-wing no-confidence po
which is gravely concerned | tlon prompted by the wave of
aboul rising nuclear tenstons | mmﬂm,
in the Korcan
peninsula, before coming | ©On Monday morning ap
home on March 31. Arab charged inlo a high
e — school (n Jewish west

Polish move to
privatise
economy

WARSAW, Mar 23: The
Polish government will pro-
pose a new bill 1o privatise the
eCcono in two stage rather
than all at once lollowing the
rejection last week by pariia-
ment of s first privatisation
bill, it was announced herc,

reporis AFT

Japan to question
ROK 'comfort

women'

TOKYO, Mar 23: Japan said
ioday i1 was conside gues-
toning South Korean
Wemen™ o discover the truth
about their claims that they
were jorced to work as  prosti
tules jor the Japanese army in
World War Twe, reports
Reuler

"We arc thinking of ques-
tioning people who were in-
volved,” Chiel government
spokesman Yohei Kono toild
Parliament. "The study of doc-
uments alone has proved to be

irsufficient.”
listortans say as many as
2,000,000 women, mostly

Koreans, recrulted as "Comfort
Women

I year-old thlﬂnd Jarbou.

Jerusalem with a kitchen knife
shouting “Allahu Akbar” (God
is great). e stabbed and
Hghtly wounded [ive studcnts
and principal.

Police slopped a crowd
from lynching the atiackor,
agud 22.

In the Caza Sirip soldiers
shol dead four Palestinians,
bringing the number of deaths
in the sirip in a week o 132.

in the Gaza refugee camp ol
Rafah soldiers shot dead 11-

parliament.
German F Ministcr
Klaus Kinkel said on Sunday

| Israeli troops kill four
| Palestin.lans in Gaza

UN oflicials said he was shot
lcaving school during sporadic
stonc-throwing protests.

In the town of Khan Younis
in the Strip, soldiers shot dead
a Muazzin, a Muslim who calls
worshippers to prayer at the
mosgue, Palestinians sources
aadd

They said an army snipper
atmed a rifle with a telescopic
sight at jthad Mustafa Al
Sadck, 22, and shot him in the
baek while he was standing at
the top of his mosquc’s
minarct.

in the Nussciral refugee
camp soldiers shot Yasse Al-
Majdalwal, 23, aflter dusk as
Muslim broke the fast
for the holy menth of
Ramadan, Palcstinians said. He
died tn Shila hospital.

Palestinians said
Muhammed Uassma A-Salihi,
10. was hot in the head in
Nussetral, and dicd on the way
1o Lthe hospital.

The army said 1t was
checking the re .
Studenis took to the strects

alier the Jerusalem stabbings
and threw stones al Arab-
owned vehicles,

JERUSALEM: An leraeli policoman
from an angry mob after the man stabbed five schoolboys

and their headmaster here Monday.

that Germany had long be-
Heved It was vital for Y. ;
reforms to succeed but had not
always been backed by other
icading industrial states, espe-

US-Secretary of State Warren
Christopher expressed opti-
mism Japan would not et a
territerial dispute bleck it

“[rom providing ald to Russia.

Tokye and Moscow have yet
to clear up a decades-long
territorial ute over flour
North Pacific sefzed by
Soviet troops at the end of
World War two.

protects a Flhlt‘i
— AFP/UNB photo

|US move to declare
Pakistan a terrorist
state angers Sharif

kistan Prime Minister Nawaz

leaders siress that | Sharil has

his
over efforts by some US politi-
cal leaders to help declare
Pakistan a terrorist state, re-
ports Xinhua.

Any suggestion of Pakistan's
mm.‘mm-
tics are totally “false

Time of Oman,” according to
local datly The Pakistan Times,

Asa law-
the international community,
the Prime Minister said, "We

_nmuppuﬂhﬂl‘l“hll

of its forms and manifestations.
The United Stales has put

and unfounded,” Nawaz Sharil
| said In an interview with the

-abiding member of

Pakistan under watch as the
laiier has been sup-
porting armed Kashmiris in

thair violent movement, while
Pakistan has denfed all the al-

Khan Kanju
also said at a press conference
on Sunday that Pakistan, as a
signatory to international con-
ventions on terrorism, s re-
solved to take all necessary
measures Lo combat terrorist
activities.

Kanju declared Pakistan
would set up an anti-terrorist
cell in the Internal Ministry in
order (o counter terrorist ac-
tivitics in Pakistan

Off the Record

Stoneman claims
his 13th victim

CALCUTI‘# Anuﬂdmtlhdhﬂlu who earned the nick

three ago claimed his 13th victim here Sunday afic's a
gap of three years, police said, AFP,
A beggar was found early with his head smashvd in

The first

June 4, 1990, successive lethal attacks led to one of the city's
. largest manhunts for the serial killer three years 7ago.

GENEVA: Fanny Lips celebrated her 101st birthday on
mﬂ-;{hhy announcing she wants to learn a new language—

reports AP.

Ms Lips, one of the first Swiss women to attend university

she retired as

this century, took up the hobby of learning languages
a German teacher to French-

ing Geneva ;
s ...:".:L;".:: Russian, Chincse and Sanskrit
ltudrh'l-hbmm she turmed 100.

and still reads a great deal”

ps in her

BRASILIA: Blood-seeking ants are besieging a town in
jungle killing animals and attacking children,

officials lﬂimm

Reuter.

the town of Envira are fighting

Mﬁmmﬂmﬂwunﬂumnunga
campaign to clean up garbage, but the ants keep spreading

said Mayor Lulz Antdrade Neto. .

“They attack small animals like chickens and cats and
turtles, and children who don't have defences,” he said in a

telcphone interview. They

g#o alter meat, after salt and blood "

Hﬂnllﬂlhemtlhdh:nﬂ:ntﬂhdulmu[ﬁre

ant. About 70 per

cent of the town had been Invaded. with

low ant-hills everyone to five metres (yards).
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Crime rises sharply in
- China, says top Judge

llon criminal suspects hrn
before courts over the pas
ycars was found mmnt, a
siatistic sure to [an charges
that Chind ignores due process
of law.

The West also has accused

China of human abusés
for jailing ple for their po-
tical or re s beliefs, using

torture to extract confessions
and denying ceonstitutionally

promised rights such as (ree
speech.

Neither Ren nor Liu Fuzhi,
head of the Supreme People's
I‘rncu;:.nl:.te. addressed those
specific charges in separate
reports to the legialature.

Liu said nearly 1,700 cases
of security officials extorting
confessions by torture were
filed for investigation in the
pul. five years. He did not

how many officials were fou

w or how they were pun-

Liu claimed that the gov
ernment immediately investi-
gates reports of human rights
violations and said,
“Unprincipled attacks on the
issue of "human rights’ from a
few Western countries are ut-

terly mndhu,‘

Serbs to walk out of peace talks if UN calls for military action

UNITED Hhm Mar 23:

Bosnian Serbs hinted they
would walk out of the talks #f
the Security Council called for

throwi

Serbian ally. is a

member of the !ﬂ:urlty
Council.

Miki enforcement qf the
ZONC be implemented to

Serblan war planes from at-
tacking Muslim villages.
Noantan Serbs deny responsi-
bility for the atlacks, which
have continued since the UN
declared the no-fly zone last
October.

Bosnian Serb leader
Radovan Karadzic, meanwhile,
proposed a [reeze in Serblan
military activities around be-

Serbrenica and told the
counctl in a letter that enfore-
ing he no-fly mone would
“threaten negotiations and se-
riously increase chances of
hostilities.”

Eckhard said it appeared

unlikely (hat Harud:h and
Bosnian President Allja
Izetbegovic, a Muslim, wou
swiftly accept the Vance-Owen
map which divides Bosnia into
10 provinces, partly along eth-
nic lines, The map is the final
stumbiing block to an overall
peace agreement.

Reuter from Sarajevo adds.
The besicged Bosnian capital

qulﬂ m
the In a key suburb

lunr‘inl ite western ap-
proaches the previous day

Radio Sarajeve reported
that three Serb tanks had been
destroyed in » battle in
Stup, but there was no Inde-
pendent confirmation of this.

Elsewhere in the capital
there was sporadic shelling

mathine- .
Mm-h-ﬂeu{
when nearly 2,400 artillery
hits were recorded in onc of
the heaviest barrages since the
1*11““*.
eastern Bosnia a cease-
fire around the besicged
Muslim town of Serbrenica was
due to have come into cilect
on Tuesday to enable the
United Nations te evacuale
civillans from the town by he-
licopter along Vredetermined
air corridors.
There was no immediate

vonfiomation that the Serb of-
fensive that has taken them to
just a few kms (miles) from
the dge of the town had
ceased . as Dosnkmn Serb lcader
Radovan Karadzic promised it
would

Bosnian Scrb forces hawve
said the UN ean cviwcuale peo-
pke from Serbrenica provided
Serbs tra in the Muslim
stron of Tuzla In nerth-
ern Bosnia are also taken out.

Another report says:
Bosnian Serbs promised to
open an air lnk o the
besicged Muslim enclave ol
Scrbrentea and teo halt an of-
fenalve (hat brought their
forces close to the tlown's oul-
shirts.

Bosnian Serb leader
Radovan Karadzic, in New York
for the nulhd ace lalks on
Bosnia, his forces io
open A hrhpllr corrider o
evacuate ptu:‘t from
Srebrentca
stronghold of Tuxia in mﬂh
ern Bosnim,

| Amato to replace

Agri Minister
soon

ROME, Mar 23. Iltalian
Prime Minister Glullano Amato
said on Monday he would re
piace Glannt Pentana, who re

signed as lture Minister
over the after becom

ca ap In the couniry s
mlt corruption scandal
reports Reuter

"l am working on proposing
a nmw ulture Minisicr”
Amale reporters, ruling

The Christian Democral
Fontana was the Mh minisicr
to resign because of the ~cun-

in less than two monihs



