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Independence Day

In observing the Independence Day, our frst
duty should surely be to pay our sincerest homage
to countless martyrs who sacrificed their lives (o
help us earn our freedom. What they did lor
the liberation of is part of our history,
and a one at that, which, notwithstan-
ding all the varied and often conllicting
inte tions, is an int l element In our

heritage. One day, perhaps [uture historians, will
accord this heritage its rightful place in our

national life.

As we pay our to countless martyrs, we
also olfler our tribute to Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and Shaheed Ziaur Rahman
whose complementary roles in our [reedom
siruggle provided us with inspiration and hope,
the roles which eventually tumed into those ol
builders and architects of the new nation. We
salute them with due reverence.

From the time ol Sheikh Mujib and then of
President Zia. we have come a long way. travel-

ling along a bumpy rocky road. often along an un-
charted course, looking for a light at the end of

the tunnel. Like many other newly-independent
countries, we have our own share of failures and

disappointments, even despair and [rustration.
However, we fought against the odds and often
won, as we did in ousting the authoritarian
regime of Hussain Mohammad Ershad. Indeed.
sadly enough, our victories are forgotten, while
our defeats often acquire immensely large pro-
portions.

This phenomenon, not particularly uncommon
in a developing country, is linked to our expec-
tations raised first at the time of our liberation
and then sustained by our successive govern-
ments, including the present one. Being an open
society, with a cross section of its educated elite
being both politicised and articulate, we leave no
government that is in power in any doubt as to
our expectations, hopes and dreams. No adminis-
tration can survive il it blatantly defles these ex-
pectations. Again, .even in the worst of circum-
stances, a government can enjoy a comiortable
measure ol public support [ it establishes ils
credibility, asserts its authority against divisive
lorces and produces a workable agenda for
progress.

An agenda for progress for Bangladesh is
largely based on a set of priorities that we have
talked about again and again. It is reasonably
straight-forward. We also believe that it enjoys
wide public support, even from a cross-section of
polticians. We plead for a national consensus
which would enable the major political parties Lo
agree on a common economic p We
ask for a new thrust in Uﬁu-tmllmuon and a
well-planned movement towards Increased In-
leraction between the government and the pri-
vate sector. There is nothing new about this pre-
scription. In principle, the Government of Begum
Khaleda Zia has made its full commitment (o lhh
programme.

Unfortunately, the pace of implementation of
this prescription remains half-hearted and oflen
pathetically ' slow. While the Finance Minisiry

takes credit on the introduction of macro-eco-
nomic relorms, its performance al Lhe micro

level leaves wide gaps. causing [rustration in the
business community.

The best gill the government can oflfer the na-
tion on the Independence Day is to take a look at
its own balance sheet, al its own gains and losses.
in the same spirit of dedication and political hon-
esty that moved hearts of millions in 1971.

Myanmar Students in
Thailand

The Government of Thailand has a difficult sit-
ualion in its hand with an increasing number of
dissident students from Myanmar entering the
country Lo escape arrest and harassmenl by the
military junta. The latest report says that Thai
police has arrested some 38 students for illegal
eniry. Now being delained at a police training
school in Bangkok, the students may be asked
to move to a "special sale area” camp on the
border with Myanmar. Meanwhile, the Thai
authorities have identified as many as 516
Myanmar students as being eligible for the ¢amp.
What makes things a little complicated is the
reluctance of the students to move to the camp
[earing their safety. It is just too close (o
Myanmar for their comfort.

It is understandable why the Thai authorities
remain opposed in according political refugee
slalus (o these dissident students, letting them
find jobs and seitle in Bangkok on their own.
They may never go back to Myanmar, as it hap-
pened (o waves of Burmese refugees which en-
tered Thailand in the sixties and even later.
Putting them In temporary camps provides one
answer, as it was Lthe case wh:n refugees [rom
Cambodia poured in.

One wonders il the office ol' the UN High
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) has any role
to play in this situation. Perhaps not — yet.
However. its Bangkok office should monitor the
situation carefully and render even unsolicited
advice to Bangkok on the safety and security of
refugees from Myanmar.

The final answer lies in hringmg about a
change in the internal situation in Myanmar, a
change that paves the way for a return of democ-
racy to the country. In bringing about this change,
Thailand has already made a shift from earlier

aloofness (o one of cautious involvement by letting
Nobel Peace Prize winners speak from Bangkok
last month on the need for democracy in
Myanmar and the release of Aung San Suu Kyl. Let
us hope that Bangkok will centinue with its ef-
forts to creale conditions which, in not too dis-
lant future, would let dissident students to return
to their own home.
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of Ilunh blasts

government has p lhi-
curd too ollen l'.n e
inadequasies. When lndlrl
Gandhi was gunned down, it

was a lorcign plot’. The same
C : was repeated on Rajiv
Gandhi's assassination. Even
the Shiv Sena-made riot in
liombay was attributed to
ex lorces.

Prime Minister Narasimha

Rao has been more specific
this time. He believes that the
blasts are o scare
away loreign capital. The ar-
gument does not jell because
ne tnvestment worth the
name, nol even domestic, has
matured in the past two years
despile the liberalisation of
cconomy. What sounds more

plausible is that the distur:

. bances have come in handy 1o

the government to cover up its
faflure to attract capital. That
the smugglers want to return
to the pre-relorm days is true.
3ut they realise that no amount
of blasts can bring them back.

It is also alleged at times
that fore clements are out
1o destabilise India. Militancy
in Kashmir, Punjab, Assam or
the north-cast reflects the as-
scrifon of tdentity which many
in Lhese areas believe will re-
main submerged until the
country is restructured Into a
federal polity. If at all, the in-
tcrest of foreign elements is a
consequence, not the cause.

If militancy has lessened in
mt» and Assam and not in

mir, it is primarily be-

cause the people have got
disillusioned -ruh those who
have been indulging into it
The foreign [actor, whatever
its lcvel, has not
it was there because of the
climale; it had no ndent
existence. The people who

In fact, it is the foreign conspiracy theory which baffles me. | cannot visualise some countries getting together
mmmmammmmwh"—-h-ﬁmuuu

scapegoat for its own mistakes.

gave Lthe militants shelter and

support have stopped 80
conscguently, an abrupl drop
in militancy,

As regards the lefi-wing
mn:niﬂ activity, it is a fallout

r:n neglect. There is a be
violence may change
people’'s lot since the
irmn-r:rnlit meithods have
failed o bring it aboul. Foreign
intervention, to the exient of
provid training and arms.
stopped long ago in the wake
of close relations between
India and China. Even the gov
ernment does not suspecl a
nexus between the lell-wing

extremisis and foreign powers.

| do not rule out the possi-
bility of some foreigners Indi-
vidually or stray groups operai
ing in India for nefarious pur
poses. The Intelligence Burcau
is not happy even over the
presence of 15,000 foreign
students. But this scenario is
not peculiar to India; it is all
over the world. Some external
forces would like to fish in the
trouble waters. The blame les
not on the forces which do so
but on the countries which
keep the waters disturbed

In fact, it is the. foreign
conspiracy theory which bal-
fles me. | cannot visualise
some countries gelting to-
lhcr and d}ilﬂ.l‘lnl'nl the desta-
ndia. By spreading

thl!' impression. the govern-
ment is only trying to find a
scapcgoal for its own mistakes,
The Bombay blasts indicale
sheer Immfe. tence. Ever-ex-
ing intelligence agencies,

th central and the slate,
fafled to get any prior clue of

the 13 blasts, which ook many

days to plan and which re-

uired many visits to the well-
ted buildings.

IB ftself admitied thai
there has been a fall in
the detection of high-grade
agenits or resident agenis
planted under cover (as for ex-
ample at alr bases, canton-
ments, etc) or of wircless and
CAMCTa ipped agents. The
1D fecls t even the appre-
henston of high-grade escorts

Unfon Honwe Ministry, has nol
been able o Mdeniify the
known and suspccted lerror-
ists. The spectally set up ecll,
the Terrorist Information
System [T1S], jor the purposc
Lo has fafled, Even when some
culprits have been arrested, it
has not been able to know
from where they got the ex-
plostve devices. It is no use
raising thc bogey of foreign
conspiracy Lo instfll fear.

My thosis s thatl the

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from iNew Delhi
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of couricrs. providing the link
oy woll-placed resident agents
or esplonage nets has boconw
comparatively rare. Thoreforce,
it Is the fatlure of our own nw -
chincry

The usc ol plastic cxplo-
sives by lerrorisis, as wil-
nesscd in Hombay, has been on
the increase for the last few
years. Time power units,
plunger devices and the elec:
ironically -operaled remote
controlled contraptions have
also been employed in the
past. The dircctors and in:
™ ors general of police have
themselves discussed this an-
nualdly in their conference from
1980, I still some persons
have been able lo cause the
blasts. the intelligenee and po
lice organisations cannot os-
cape the blame.

Apparcntly, (the Nattonal
Crinw: Records Burcau (NCIRL,
working dircctly under the

[hombay blasis wre a retaliation
o the denmwlition of the Babri
M;m{:‘l and ita aftermath, par-
ticu llzl the riots in Bombay
early this ycar. The Muslims
had felt alienatcd and helpless
and had warncd al that time
itselfl that some of their youths
could become terrorists. A few
from the undorworid, if net
from among the meotivaicd,
took upon themsclves 1o
avenge. There s no conspir-
acy: it is the handiwork of the
few worked up.

It s a warning that il they,

the 12 per cent of Lhe ula:
tion, are sought o de-
stroyed, the B2 per cent of Lhe

Hindus will not stay unMurt.
They have given the message
that Bombay will cither belong
o all or it will become another
Uctrut. This is desperation but
they can say that they have
been driven to the wall.

Such elements may have

been helped by the forces
which are inimical o Iniln

plan g vrute S Masr

wﬂh precision. But the lltu--
ion is nol of their creation. it
is the Rashiriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) family, including
the BJP, that has buflt an at-
mosphere of hatred. It has
miade the Muslim youth, which

has been growing up to comply
with the dema and obliga-
thons of a secular , COn-

scious of their

This 1s a tragedy because
the demolition at Ayodhya and
the riots In were not
the Hindus versus Muslims
but some Hindu chauvinists
inking the law into their own
hnnd:. Even at the height of

rr cerd of Hindus
nnd Mus

were sharing
hearths and neighbourhoods in

the countryside and other

parts of the country. In l-'bml'.1
itsell, most of Lthe reliel wor

was done by the Hindus, draw-
ing money and goods from
their own community. Those

who are trying to deform the
Indian society are no friend of

Hindus or, for that matter,
Muslims. have only their
own brand of politics lo ped-
die.

It is easy for the govern-
ment and others lo project the
cconomic menl as a rea-
son for communal riots In an
oversimplification of the prob-
lem. Indeed, Intolerable infla-
llon in urban arcas, steadily
diminishing job opportunitics,
the irrational distribution of
land In the countryside, the
total change in the complexion
ol traditional cott indus-
trics  like shoc making and
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the Musiims And when
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they are more o

Msten to counsels of .
thon.

scems o have no sense of di-
rection. Where the Rao gov-
ernment is at fault s that it
backs the will to fight. It ap-
pears that (o have lost the bat-
tle before even joining it
Surprisingly, all the non-BJP
pnrl‘.b:- as has been witnessed
rilament, have extended,
IE‘ illy, their support 1o the
government.

The result is widespread
mlimumnﬂm The
people’'s morale at no stage of
Eut independent India has
‘vn 80 low as 1s today. There
is fear that the worst is yet to
come. Indeed, there are many

threais but
is bitterly mm S

Angola on Brink of Becoming Another Somalia

Francis Mwanza writes from Rome

A NGOLA fs on the verge
of total breakdown,
with hunger and dis-
casc Lhreatening the lives of
three million pmplc including
1.5 million people newly
displaced by the return of civil
nr The United Nations World
hcfrnmme (WFP), the
urnly re fully opera-
tional in thc country, wams a
famine is in the making.

The country is being further
ruined by the war, a build-up of
intermal refugees and the de-
siruction of its infrastructure.
Phillippe Borel, WFP director

in Angola, says: "It is a combi-
nation of the worst that hap-

pens Lo a country.”
Thousands of civilians
in Lowns

I T that are
SWO wit placed people
and accessible only by airlift

have little food lelt to eat, said

Borel,

Many, including the sick
and the wounded, are crowded
in makeshift shelters with
inadequate water supply and
sanitation. The threat of
cholcra, malaria and diarrhea

looms.

Food is being atrlifted by
WFP to 10 towns: Lobito, Ben-
gucla, Ulge, Luena, Lubango,
Cazombo, Saurimo, Mbanza
Congo, Makela de Zombe and
Toto. But fighting has kepl
three big cities ofl-limits —
Huambo, with an estimated
population of 400,000, Kuito
and Menongue.

Although the group is still
truck convoys from
he capital Luanda to Dondo, in
Kwanza Nord, overland trans-
port is generally impossible. It
is either umsafe because of
mines or impossible becanse
bridges have been blown up
and Unita rebel forees refuse
to allow aid to pass.

Fighting between Jonas
Savimbf's Unita movement and
the MPLA government led by
President Jose Eduardo dos
Santos disrupted the early har-
vest. And the resumption of
the war has virtually stopped
planting for the late harvest,

normally done in January and
February. .

Jonas Savimbi's Unita movement sta

d away from the Angolan peace talks convened in

Addis Ababa by the UN, US, Portugal and Russia. So the war goes on with the two-month
battle for Huambo still raging fiercely. Hunger and disease are now endangering the lives
of more than three million peoplé. Fighting has disrupted farming and is hindering the
shipment of vital food aid. Fears are growing that another Somalia situation is in the

making.

Angola: torn by war again

Rain has come to most
parts of the country and that
could heve helped the harvest
il peace had taken hold after
the clections last September.
"The harvest, if any, will be ex-
tremely poor. If subsistence
farmers are reduced' to eat
their sceds, l:hcy will have
none lelt to plant,” said WFP
spokeswoman Mercedes

Sayagucz.

Added Borel: "Whatever
stocks of food people had will
be quickly exhausted. The de-
struction of infrastructure and

the loss of life are enormous.”
Aid workers say thousand of

Angolans have died in the war
ravaging the former Por-
tuguese colony. Many of the
dead arc said to be victims of
what is increasingly referred
to as "ideological cleansing”
carried out by armed bandits
and special police loyal to ei-
ther the MPLA or Unita.

Some cities, such as Ulge
and Negage, have become
ghost towns. The inhabitants
fled to escape Unita attacks.
Other towns, such as Malange
and Saurimo, are swollen with
people who fled fighting in the
countryside, Rural life has been
disrupted almost cverywhere.

Even in the capital, Luanda,
there is scarcely any food iIn
the markets. "We are looking
at twice the number of people
in need of lood assistance than
before the elections,” said
Borel, a veteran of 20 years of
food aid emergencies. "This
may be one of Lhe largest relicf
operations of WFP in 1993."

The lawlessness and inse-
curity in Angola has not spared
the WFP, the worid's largest
multilateral food agency. Its
driver in last
December and Is dead.
Two local stall were killed in
Huambo in early January, al-
legedly by Unita. A base man-
ager was shot on the street,
while a radio operator was
killed in the WFP office. Later,
the entire build was de-
stroyed by artillery fire.

With government troops
and Unita rebel lorces continu-

ing to fight, Angola’'s economy

' is a standstill in rural arcas and

in cities surrounded by Unita
rebels, such as Luena, Saurimo
and

Experts say that Angola's
cco is actually shrinking.
Although it has maintained a
fixed official exchange rate
since 1976, the thriving black
market rellects a desperale

shortage of foreign currency.

The so-called parallel mar-
ket value of one United States
dollar has soared from 3,500
kwanza to 10,500. Staple foods
such as maize meal and fish
are sold at prices beyond the
means of most people Inflation
has doubled since the election.

Traditional agricultural ex-
ports — sugar and cotlon

'I‘hell'tarculture

Sir, Hnmnda.n is supposedly
a time for ‘'restraint’ and
‘austerity’, words used and
avidly liked by the administra-
tion. But somehow, the won-
derful beings at the helm of af-
fairs, do not seem to be prac-
tising what they preach. As is
obvious to anyone, who has
walched the two ladies in
competition with each other to
host their Iflars.

We do not have anything
against these Iftar parties;
what we dc object to is the
politics which is so blatantly
displayed by such ostentatious,
ridicu behaviour. Switch on
the TV any evening to watch
the news and we have to spend
the better part of the 20-
minute broadcast, watching
cither or both the ladies
‘hosting’ their [ftar pnrtir:l
Onc day it's the Army
the privilege of 'Iﬂ.nring' nfl
the higher-ups and true
enough the next day it's
the Navy or the Air Force, be-
ing given the same privilege.
The day after, it's the Civil
Servants followed in linc by
the Diplomats. Have they ever
pauscd to ask the beleaguered

Diplomat whether he is inter-
ested in these so-called social
events? Or the ordinary soul
who switches on his TV set al
the end of a long day to inno-
cently wateh the evening
news, lo be accosted with the
sight of all these people sitting
around the Iitar table?

Ramadan is a private affair.
Why can't we keep it that way?
Morcover, who pays for these
Itar parties, so lavishly hosted
by the 'supreme authorities'?
Surcly nol the tax payer? And
il so, who has given the
¢lected representatives the
right to squander the hard
carned money in this manncr?
The ordinary man or the ha-
rasscd housewife, can barely
make ends meet; with the
spiralling prices of commaodi-
tics in this month and yet the
ladies who can do somethin
about it, scem least bothe
by the hardships faced by the
commonman as they indulge in
these orgles of Iftar. All they
scem interested in is beating
the other in inviting the hap-
less victims to these Iftars. Let
them settle their score in
sonk' other less obvious man-
ner.

Is il not time the advisers

to the Govt. and the Opposition
sal up and came out from their
ivory tower to hear and sce

what the public in gencral
scem Lo think of their activi-
tics? Let them not forget
nothing is endless and at some
point, they will be answerable
to the very public who they arc
so shamelessly ignoring now.
And the time is not too far cf-
ther. Quite contrary to what
they might think and feel, they
are not the only ories with the
intellect to put two and two
together.

P lHaque

77-D. Uttara Model
Dhalka .

Jumuna Bridge

Sir, We could learn from
the newspapers that interna-
tional tender far constructions
ol Jumuna Bridge has bcun
loated and the tender papcrs
have been scrutinised and ac-
cepted. No [further news rc-
garding the construction has
becn made known to the gen-
cral public as yet. We are also
nol aware whether the World
l3ank has given final consent of
aid /assistance for construction
of a big project like Jumuna

Totun,

l3ridge.

We the people of northern
parl of Bangladesh are anx-
iously waiting to see the con-
struction started at an early
datc as it has been de-
layed. Originally bridge
was supposed to be opened for
movement of vehicular tralfic
in 1992,

The people of northern part
of Bangladesh are already lag-
ging behind in respect of cco-
nomic development for want ol
an easy communication systcm.
The mighty Jumuna river has
divided the country into two
parts blocking the easy road
and rail communication. The
river crossing is even harder
during dry season due Lo silta-
tion of river. The bridge when
constructed will deflinitcly
bring ray of hope for the
northern part of the country.

The construction of the
bridge has been found
economically viable and has
been supported by all people ol
Bangladesh who have con-
tributed Jumuna surcharge as a
gesture of participation in a big
work like Jumuna Bridge.

Mahbubul Haque Chouxdhury
DGM, Sonali Bank HO. Dhauka
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sceds, timber, coffee and rice
— bhave fallen to very low
levels. Official export of dia-
monds has fallen by
cent to 550,000 carats, with
an average value ol 845 por
caral.

That is an export value of
under 825 milbon, [I.l; below

£id is on the verge. After
the hardship of long one
month, a delightful reward is
wailing for the Muslims.
Though a religious festival but
Eid in our country has taken a
new shapeé in its spirit. It is
now a mundane festival partic-,
ipaled by all religious sects. As
the holy days are to an
end the velocity of Eid shop-
ping is in acceleration. In this
frantic elfort nobody wanis to
lag behind. The departmental
sl‘.nn:l lh‘n footpaths all are

pmially the service holder
with his limitations is always
swinging, what to buy or not?
lle has to satisfy cverybody. So,
with the bonus and the salary
of the month, he is going lo
Bazar, not thinking the month

lying before him. In Dhaka the -

markets are the sites for the
higher middle class. The up-
per sccts, now in Bangladesh
usually look for difference, so
they fly for elsewhere than the
country. Middle class people -
have lo appease their [amily or
wards, buying from the mar-
kets like those at Elephant
RRoad or Gausia Market etc. A
kind of dissatisfaction persists.
Again under the summer sun,
while in the market, the littlc
oncs nag for snacks, then re-
mains the fear of budget fafl-
ure, Though the saying goes
‘tut your coat according to
your cloth' this becomes im-
possible lo conserve. But
where the whole is bubbling
with enthusiasm then who re-
mains as a window shopper?
Somehow arc to manage.

The shopping at this time
also assumes a form of festival.
In markets you will find differ-
¢nl [aces f[eaturing different
moods.

The quaint shops at the
Hallcy Road has spread their
pclals with eye- catching
Jamdanis. Cute looking girls
and ladies are the clients of
those shops. While a smart lady
stcps down from a sedan then
A newly married couple s seen
lecaving Bailey Road. The
spouse 1s a newly recruited
assistant commissioner, who
prefers anonymity, sullenly
says ‘| could not cope with this
high pricel’ A couple is found
al Elephant Road, they are
quite happy. Their counte-
nance say so, but t com-
ment that the prices of shocs

12 per

one can. After such an ordeal

total diamond production, es-
timated Lo be worth 8750 mil-
llon. With the incursion of
Unita into diamond-producing
arcas, much of this revenue
has been Laken oul of govern-
ment hands. So far the war has
had mintmal effect on oil
duction, even with the of
Soyo to the rebels. Ofl exports
are valued at about $2.5 billion
A year.

To avoid a repeat of the
devastation caused by famine
in Somalia, the WFP is .
ninittu place stockpiles of food

ports of Luanda, Lobito
and Namibe, o be used when
needed. — GEMIN] NEWS

FRANCIS MWANIZA (s a
Zambian journalist based in
Rome,
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for Jubilation
Habibul Islam

are too much.

A dilferent scenc prevails at
the Banga Dazar, Here you will
And everything you necd. You
will not fear to bargain.

Gausia Market, famous for
female clothings
busy. Here all are sweating but
not tired at al. One [rom
Mirpur Mrs Ahsan came to buy
babies wear for her little Tania.
Previously she had gonc to
Garden Market .at Mirpur
Road. She said "Tania has liked
a splendid top and skirt, but it
is too much on my part. |
locked at Tania. She is gloomy
a little bit. |

The market before Dhaka
College with the rcjected
items of garments industry is
and ideal place for shopping.
Low earning groups are the
main buyers of this market. But
the rider of the cars are also
available here. They shop dil-
ferent kinds of wearings from
this market for their daily usc
and for their servants. Rather
the young boys peep here to
shirts and trousers of different
types. So these interventions
cause the price of this market
10 go up 1o.

Males or boys are contented
with their shirts or trousers
but the young ladies or girls
need new cosmelic items on
the eve of the festival. The
owners also demand a lot more
than the usual time. Nolhing
but the yield to it.Yet the
shopping does not find it's way
to home. Because tho basic
part still remains. The loil-
some job of buying raw food
stuffs.

You some boys are saunter-
ing in the market bul nol buy-
ing anything. Would thcy not?
Inquiry gets the way that they
arc waliting for the Shawal's
moonrising night. On that very
moment they will buy pujamas
or punjabies.

Amidst the sounds of dilfer-
ent decibels all are hastily
running. Though the country
belongs to the LDC group the

ple are trying their lewcl

st to forget this tragic classi-
fication on the eve of Eid

With an under current of
dissatisfaction, all walks of life

always |

are busy in shopping as much

many will'not be satisficd, this

is inevitable. But it necds to be
contented somehow.

|



