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Holiday No;im

The offices of The Buily Star
will remain closed on March

24, 25 and 26 on the
occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr and
tke |ndependence Day.
Therefore, there will be
no issue of the on
March 25, 26, and 27.

NEWS BRIEFS

Holiday on Mar 27
if Eid on Friday

The government has de-
clared Eid-ul-Fitr holiday from

March 24 to 28 subject to
sighting of the moon, an offi-

The announcemeni was
madec on the basis of the rec-
ommendations of the National
Moon ting Committee that
the moon is likely to be
sighted on March 24.

However, if the moon is
stighted on March 25 the gov-
ernment has taken a prior de-
ciston to declare March 25, 26
and 27 as Eid-holidays in that
casc the holiday on March 24
as decided earlier will remain
clicetive under special consid-
eralion.

New BDRCS
chairman

President Abdur Rahman
iliswns yesicrday appointed
Syced Shahidul H Jamal

MP the Chairman of the Bang-
ladecsh Red Crescent Soclety
(BDRCS] for a term ol three
ycars with effect from March
10, reports BSS,

College teachers
call off strike
Bangladesh Covernment Co-
Ilge Prolessors Association

and lLecturer Assoclation have
announced the postponement
of their scheduled abstain from
duly and boycotting of degree
examinations on March 31,
reporis BSS.

DU reopens Apr 3
The classes of Dhaka Uni-
versity will resume on April 3
after Eid holidays instead of
March 290 as had been an-
nounced earlicr, reports UNB.

Health Day Apr 7
The World Health Day will
be observed on April 7

throughout the country as
clsewhere in the world, re-
poris IS8

Sehri, ftar Timings '
Iftar
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Impeachment proceedings may start today

MOSCOW, Mar 23: Russia's
Constitutional Court ruled

|

Tucsday that President Boris
Ycltsin violated the Consti-
fution when he declared emer-
geney rule, and the s r of
Congress said there were
grounds to remove him from
office, reports AP.

Russia’'s 247 -member stan-
ding legislature, the Supreme
Soviet, met in atmosphere of
confusion and glee n.n:r called a
meeting for Wednesday at
which it may start impeach-
ment . Some legis-
lators shouted for Yeltsin's im-

peachment in the briel meet-
ing.

The court’s decision, a non
binding conclusion that did
nol mention impeachment,
was likely 1o be disputed by
the president's legal advisers.
Kremlin spokesmen declined
immediate comment on the
decision but said Yeltsin would
go ahcad with plans for a rel-
erendum on his rule.

Court altorneys and Yelt:
sin's critics in the Congress
clearly viewed the ruling as a
green light to remove the 62-
year- old president from office.

It is absolutely clear that
there are grounds for initiating
the impeachment process
That's without gquestion,” Con
gress speaker Ruslan Khas
bulatov, Yeltsin's main rival

Under Russian law, a con-
clusion by the court that
Yeltsin violated the constity
tion gives the Su Soviet
grounds lo convene the 1,033-
member Congress of People s
Depulies, which can impeach
htm on a two-thirds vote. An
impeachmenl vote would de-
clare his powers void fmmedi-
ately and permanently.
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President's rule unconstltutlona],
Russian Court declares

The president’'s aldes have
said he would ignore Im-
peachment by the Soviet-era
Congress, more than B0 per
cent of whom are former
Communist Party officials. Yelt-
sin, a reformer and Jormer
Communist leader, has ac-
cused the Congress of trying to
restore hard-line Communist
ruke

The court ruling said
Yeltsin viclated eight articles
of the constitution and the
Fedcraifve Treaty in his appeal
o the nation Saturday L.
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HECESSITY KNOWS NO LAW : Eager to meet dear qand near uies airving the I*..m home
bound people swarmed the engine and even climbed to reofs of the cnaches of an outgoing

— Star photo

2 bombs detonated in Calf:utrta

a—

Huge arms seized
in Bombay

IVOMBAY, Mar 23: Police
scized a huge quantity of
weapons, including detonators
similar to those used in deadly
bombings here nearly two
wecks ago, from an abandoned
handcart today, reports AFP.

Twelve Chinese-made AK-
56 rilles, 5,306 bullets for the
aulomatic weapons, five nine-
millimetre pistols, about 300

and an equal number
of detonators were found.
Deputy Commissioner of Police
C rashekhar Rokde said.

The cart was found near a
Ilindu temple at Kalbadevi, a

congested business district in

Meanwhile, in Calcutta,
army experis detonated two
bombs found in a parcel which
was to have been sent to an
address in the Netherlands,
the PPress Trust ol India (PTI)
rcported.

The experts kept the parcel
under observation for 12 hours
in an isolated area of a post of-
ficc before detonating the
bombs Tuesday, Deputy Com-
missioncr of Police Gautam
Chakravorty said.
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Pak airports on
~ red alert

ISLAMABAD, Mar 23:
Islamabad has placed airports
on alert after reports that sus-
pects in India's bomb-
ings may have fled to Pakistan,
reports Reuter.

Police officials in the south-
ern port city of Karachi said
Makistan International Airline
(I’lA) was on red alert for sus-
pects in the bombings that
killed 250 people and
wounded 1,200 on March 12.

"We are on full alert,” the
PA managing director, retired
Air Vice Marshal Faroog Umar,
lold reporters in Karachi. "Our
sccurity agencies have ste
up and strengthened the secu-
rity system all over the coun-
try."
Forcign Ministry officials

See Page 12 Col 7

Govt won't yield to SKOP threat

Tk 7 cr jute export loss
in two days : Minister

Bangladesh suflered an ex-
port loss of jute to the
lune of Tk 7 crore due to the
two-day sirike called by SKOP
on the 15th and 16th of this
month.

Msclosing this, Jute
Minister B ler (Retd) A S
M llannan h told UNB yes-

terday (Tuesday] that BJMC
(Bangladesh Jute Mills Corpor-
ation) suffered export loss of
Tk 5 crore and the BJMA
(Bangladesh Juate Mills Asso-
ciation) approximately Tk 2
crore due to work suspension
by SKOP.

Giving detafls, the minister
said that only eight of the 35

jutc mills in the public sector
worked on the first day of the
sirike.

But next day the number
increased to 14 without any
pressure from the ment.

Of the 33 mills in the pri-
vate scclor, eight are sick and
have gone out ol operation,
Twelve of the remaining 25
mills operated during the
sirike period, he added.

When his attention was
drawn to the 72-hour strike
the SKOP is rcportedly plan-
ning in May, the Jute Minister
stitted with-all the ¢cmphasis at
his command that the gov-

See Page 12 Col 3

SKOP discusses

future course
of action

Sramik Karmachari Oikya
Parishad [SKOP) al a mecting
yesterday (Tuesday) reviewced
the outcome of its recent 48-
hour strike and discussed
about futurce course of action.

A. SKOP source told UNB
that the meeting also dis-
cussed the pros and cons of a
72-hour strike being planned
for, the last week of April to
press Lhe government for fm-
plementation of the Wage
Commission re

"Opinion in lf:)mur of an in-
definite strike if the planned
72-hour work stoppage fail to
yield any result also emerged
at “the meeting,” the source
said.

i

See Page 12 Col 8

Investment picking up,
minister claims

T}Iupclhn.i:g the general Im-
prussion of a gloomy invest-
mcnl clisnate, Industries
Minister Shamsul Islam Khan
Tucsday saiid that the country's
industrialf satfon and invest-
ment were picking up

“steadily”.

At an extra-ordinary indus-
irial progress review meeting
the Minister spelt out sector-
by-scctor {nvestment to por-

By Staff Correspondent

tray a healthy indusirialisation
The mecting at the Shilpa
Bhaban was convened in the
wake ol growing allegations
rom different sections that in-
vestment in the country had
nosc-dived despite the gov-
ernment’'s policy reforms.
BBesides high government
officials, representatives of
donors, bankers, and chamber

leaders attended the meeting.
Those who attendant were
secn silently listening, and
hardly nodding their heads as
government officials laid out
investment projections.
Only Metropolitan Chamber
ol Commerce and Industry
(MCCl] President Latifur
Ralhvman pointed out the need
for changing the "mind-set” in
Sce Page 12 Col 1

All set for
Eid-ul-Fitr
By Staff Correspondent

The couniry will celebrate
the biggest Muslim lestival, the
Eid-ul-Fitr with due religious
fcrvour and festivity tomorrow
(Thursday) subject to the
sighting of the wal moon

The Muslim community is
going to celebrate the religious
fcstival following the month of
[asting and prayer the
Ranwan.

The National Moon ting
Commitiee will meel at
the Islamic Foundation. The
committee has urged the peo-
ple to inform the committee of
the sighting of the moon frdm
any part of the country.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas, Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia and Leader
Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina in separate
messages wished for the wel-
farc of the people of the coun-
try and have
Eid greectings. The leaders of

conveyed their |
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Independence Day Friday

Materialise dreams
of martyrs: PM

By Staff Correspondent

The nation celebrales the
Independence and National

On this day in 1971 Bangl
adesh's independence was
declared aflier a long struggle
against the Pakistan! rep-
ression. Following the dec-
laration, the vallant sons of the
sofl took up arma to fight the
Pakistani occupalion troops
who kflled three millton peo
ple and violated thousands of
women during the nine-month

Liberation War
Mresident Abdur Rahman

[Hswas yesterday gave a

call 1o all to work hard for ac-
relcrating the speed  of devel-
opmenl through national unity
and Integrity.

in his message on the eve of
Independence and National
Day the Prcstddent said, °|
warmly [elicitate fellow citi
rens and DBangladeshis living
abroad on the occasion of our
Indcpendence and Natlonal
Dey.”

"We achieved indepen
dence and sovereignty through
indomitable heroism and im
mense sacrifice of our free-
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Revenue collection

up by Tk 150 cr

By Inam Ahmed

The overall revenue collec-
tion during July-February term
should a yield tallying
with the government's high
hopes of grealer mobilisation
of internal resource.

During the {irst cight
months of the fiscal year, the
lolial revenue collection ex-
cocded its target Th 8001.56
crore, by Tk 149.77 crore.

The rate of collection was
102.99 per cent over the lar-
get while it was 17.50 per cent

higher than last year's collec-
tion for the same :
“The higher rate

was mainly due to some im-
provements in the taxation
sysicm made in this year's
budget,” an official of the
Nauvonal Board of Revenue
(NBR) said, "pllferage has been
brought down to a consider-
ablc level.”

The Value Added Tax (VAT)

ments. In the import level, it
rcached Th 1104 crore sur-
passing the larget of Tk B45

crore. The fAgure was Th 338
crore higher last years.
However, In the local pro

duction level, VAT collection
fell short of s target by Tk
131:11 crore.

Customs du:{. the biggest
block of tax, also showed a
downward trend during the
period. The target of customs

duly for July-February period
was Taka 2045.52 crore.

However, only Taka 1799.55
crore was of the total

NBR officials point out that
there had been a slump of du-
tiable and also that the
liberalisation of import had al-
fecied the colleetion.

Supplementary duty for lo-

cal manufacturers a dro-
pped short of its target. While

Il

uwnd leader of the

upposed

indc
Lthe
the Liberation War at the call
ol the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Shetkh Mu

Rahman to establish funda-
mental rights of the deprived

Greetings

Bhe Deily Sar wishes s
remcders and patrons a happy

Eid.
Resist forces
opposed 10
liberation: Hasina

president
tn
Sheikh Hasina

Awam! League

pariiament

Tucaday called on the

forres to bulld up “social resis-
lance” against the eclements

to the country's
Liberation War and indepen-

dence In 1971, reports UNB.

In a message on the eve of
nce Day, Hasina said
nation had

——

the major political parties have | collection for this perigd the largeled outlay was Taka | multitude as well as achieving
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