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Crisis in Moscow

If Russia is determined to destroy itsell,
through its current power struggle developing
inlo a bloody civil war, no one can save it, neither
Boris Yeltsin nor the West. And mosi certainly not
the communist-dominated conservalive Congress
whose sole interest now lies in siripping the
elected president of all his er. blocking his
reform process and, if possible, ta the repub-
lic back to some kind of a Stalinist rule, governed
under a controlled economy.

Al the time of writing, a slim hope [or Russia
lies in the declaration of a presidential rule im-
posed on the republic by Yeltsin, which is to
continue until April 25 when a special releren-
dum will decide who is to run the country, the

resident or the legislature. Since il is anything
ul a consensus decision, [ar [rom a compromise
between the feuding head of state and the
Congress, anything can happen within the nexi
24 hours. Leadi res in the Congress have al-
ready started t:ﬂ.tr:? of impeachment ol Yeltsin,
the court has ruled that the imposition of the
residential rule is unconstitutional and Yeltsin
1as vowed that he would not let another
Bolshevic revolution of the type that changed
Russia in 1917, take place again.

One of the most absurd features of the crisis in
Moscow today stems from the inability — or un-
willingness — of Yeltsin to change the constitu-
tion that has totally lost its relevance to the pre-
sent-day Russia or, far that matter, to dissolve the
Congress. Yeltsin is hanging on, precariously and
clumsily, under a system that, as far as the
Congress is concerned, does nct want him any
longer. In turning to his people for support
through a referendum, the Russian leader is vir-
tually catching at a straw. However, he remains as
vulnerable as ever, il not more. The Congress will
do everything in its power, perhaps with the help
of the {udiciary. to block the referendum. Again.
can Yeltsin be certain that in a country facing all
kinds ol shortages, nol to mention a severe win-
ler. he has enough grassroots support to win Lthe
relerendum, even if it is held?

For Russia, now [aced with this unprecedented
crisis. one that is pushing the country towards a
civil war, the only answer lies in throwing the
oul-daled constitution to the four winds, in
pulling it where it really belongs. the garbage bin
ol history. One can even go further and suggest
that this is one time in history when a militarv
lake-over ol the republic by the elected president
— Boris Yeltsin — would be [ully justilied The
problem here lies in the uncertainty that sur-
rounds Lhe republic's defence establishment,
Another option. the intervention [rom outside in
suppert ol a democratically elected head of state,
is ruled out for a variely ol reasons. However. a
strong signal of support from the Wesl, especially
the United States. ¢ould still help Yeltsin in pro-
ceeding with his planned referendum, We will
see within next few days, perhaps hours, which
way the chilly wind is blowing through the snow-
bound Moscow.

We Won't Forget You, Helen

When Audrey Hepburn died recently, Liz Taylor
compared her to an angel and we  said Liz just
gave word to what was in the mind of millions.
including this paper. Now that Helen Hayes is
gone at after a life of pristine purity what shall
we compare this deyenne ol American actors and
actresses to? The double Oscar winner shuttled
belween the stage and the film for over seventy
vears and put her mark on both withoit mixing
up the media. She never grew beyond five feet
and she was the perfect [emale counterpart of
Pelter Pan with a harmless sense of humor that
easily took in its stride the impurities and other
defects ol the world. Hers was some sort of an
elfin pressure in both Broadway and Hollywood
and, wilhout ever succumbing to the irresistible
lure of glamour, she held (o her childhood [amily
values lill her death last week.

Although she made more than a score of
movies, the theatre was her real place. And when
doctors barred her way tothe proscenium saying
the dust of the theatre hall was hurting her
health she took her leave from where she started
at 5 with the nostalgic words, "It's become a re-
flex. Parlov's actress, that me." She could say that
for over six decades she took the curtain call al-
ways of an enruptured audience. While she
reached the apex of her sltage acting career in
Victoria Regina' as Queen Victoria, on 969 stag-
ings she happened to be a very [ine Shakes-
pearean actiress indeed and the bard was very
close 1o her heartl.

She didn't want many things for hersell. That
makes what she wanted with the whole of her
being very important indeed for all of us to note
and care and take our cue. One of her lifelong
dreams was to see, if not meet, only to see Mary
Sklodowska, Madame Curie to the world. She had
very obviously found her ideal in the double Nobel
lawreale scientist. She sailed all the way to
Eurgpe 1o Lake the journey back, this time as a
co-passenger of her ideal. No one was allowed on
deck when the Madame was taken out for her
evening stroll Eve, her daughter. Helen espied
‘her from some hideout every evening of the jour-

A curious desire seized her on way (o a visit of
Greece. She wanted to be all by herself in the
‘greal Athenian amphitheatre — and take in Lhe
fee]l of how it could be when Aristophanes,
Sophocles, Euripedes and so on was performed
in Periclean Athens. When she found hersell all
alone in the amphitheatre, something gripped
her as never had so far and she burst out reciting
[rom her dear Shakespeare. This was Helen then,
the real Helen behind the [ilmic and theatrical
masks.

Her marrying a completely discordant charac-
ter. playwright Charles MacArthur, wild and un-
predictable, was doomed to totter and fail,
thought her admirers. No, it held, as very near to
an ideal ma e, for 28 years when her Charlie
died In 1956. She lived ever after with his mem-
ory alive. -

One marvels as to how such a one — dipped
fully down in the muck that can be showbiz —
could keep her innocence so intact.

Helen's would remain an example almost im-
possible to emulale. Her uprightness, her good-
ness. her purily and histrionic power and relent-
less rise in her calling
hard to repeat in one person specially if that per-
son is made to earn for the family from early
childhood as an actress in some travelling com-

We would not forget you, Helen HaVes.
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Reduction in Public Sector Outlay in the Fourth

Plan Marks a Ne

HE Pourth Five Year
Plan (FFYP) has been
scaled down from the
original outlay of 68,930 erorc

represents a reduction of
10 per cenl in siee.

is has been eflected
through a substantial cut in the
share of the sector in
the total outlay from 41,930
crore mka to 34,700 erore
Taka. This means a reduction
of about 17 per cent in public
scctor outlay ih FFYP (1980-
95) and it alse signals a de-
cline in the proportionate
sharc of public sector in the
total Plan outlay from 61 per
cent o 56 per cent.

This declining trend in
public sector invesiment is
dffficuit. to wunderstand.
Significant augmentation of the
government's ca ity Lo
gcncrate higher

inlcrnal resource mobilisation
and tighter -contrel on
expenditure is an oft repeated
success story. We are bein
lald that the share of inte

resopurces in the Annual
Development Plan (ADP) was
25 per cent now and would
risc to 42 per cent by the year
1995. Why is this then
reduction in public sector

investment in FFYP?
No less alarming is a report

on poor fmplementation of
AP appearing in this mewspa-

‘per.

Quoting the

unds for*
investment through greater .

One crucial element contributing to poor ADP

is

Iimplementation, Menitoring
and Evaluation Division (IMED)

of the | Ministry, the
report s rather a dismal
picture of ADP 1 Lation

the first hailfl of the cur-
ren year. This perfor-
mance, albeit some improve-
ment compared to last year,
still falls far short of the tar-
#ts. Thus, only 27 per cent, i
€., 2363 crore Taka, out of the
total ADP allocation ol 8650
crore laka for the wholec year
has beer spent during the first
hall of the year, i. e. during the
July-December period. Against
this achicvement of 27 per
cent in financial terms, the
performance in physical terms
is even worse al 22 per gent.
The usual cliche that ADP utili-
sation normally goes slow in
the first hall of the year should
not be considered adequaite
explanation for this perfor-
mance failure. ,

It is truc that shortlalls in
ADP utilisation had bcen a
rcgular feature in past ycars.
Failure of the Government to
generate adequate local re-
sources to finance taka coun-
terpart fund needs had been
(] [ the r causes for the
shortlall. llowever, this no

gative Approac

longer holds truc. Deliy in
project approval had beon an-
other major factor slowing
down ADP utilisation. This
bottleneck has been cleared
and the backlog of projects

al has been vir-
tually eliminated. To ratio-
nalise the procurement pro-
cess, guidelines in this respect

il

arc said o have boen revised.
These and various other pro-
cedural boltlenccks, for in-
stance the lengthy land acqui-
sition process, thal have
plagued project implemcnta-
tion in the past, are said lo

,have been removed. Training

programmes arc beihg pro-
vided to assist the sccloral

ministries to improve the
preparation of devclopment
rrqecu, Project prioritization
ramework has been [urther
rationalised. Intensive moni:
toring of nationally important
projects are said to be under-

is the bureaucratic weakness . ... It
that some of the ministries, divisions and public sector enterprises do not even hold

taka to 62.000 crore taka. This monthly evaluation meetings. For some agencies,

mwrmﬂﬁmm -

ALONG MY WAY

way. Project implementation is
Iwing kept under gonstant re-
view at appropriaic levels.
Measures that have been taken
to improve project implemen-
tation and ADP utilisation are
indeed impressive and oné

could on and on, listing those.
And yet ADI? implementa-
tion shows no improvement.

it

s almost o« no-go  situation

A substantial increase atl 1he
level and efficicncy of public
investment are esscential 10

support higher cconomi
growth in the coming ycars.
Usually, it is lack of funds
which hamper efforts in this
direction; whercas in our casc,
nwoney is really not the prob-
lem, atleast for now. te
tuka funding for projeet fm-
plomenting agencics has been
assurcd while the project aid
pipeline grows bigger each
succussive yoear

One crucial clerment con-

tributing lo poor implemenia
tion of ADFP in Lhe past is very
much in evidence even now,
namely, the burcaucratic
weakness. This is Lhe offshoot
i an inhecrently cumbersomc
ministrative a
of our mhrﬂﬂ.ﬁ drnuthm
overhauling of administra
tive framework for the execu-

tion of development 1
projects is

Tnorh.rlttnlh: IMED re-
view of ADP utilisation, the re-
peri underiines the apathetic
attitude of differemt ministrics.
divisions, departments and key
public entcrprises responsible
for implementing vartous de-
velopment s. Some of
them, ft is said, would not
even comply with the simple
directive (o monthly eval-
uatfon meetings. For some
aguencies, the rformance
record is totally blank. Evef in
the casc of nationally impor-

“tant priority projects brought

under intenstve monitoring,
ptl;:;‘::lnﬂ in a [atrly large
nu of projects have lagged
behind.

It Is worth noting that at fits
meeting held last week, the
Nattonal Implementalion
Commitice for Administrative
Reforms [(NICAR) authorised

h

formation of thehp-.-r_ nt
Coordination Commitices at

the thana level. Chairpersons
ol concermned unton

will serve as of the
Commitice by retation. The lo-
eal member of the parliament
will art as the adviser of the

- Commitice.

Presumably, NICAR took
this decision to ensure smooth
implementation of rural uplift
programmes coming under the
allocation in the ADP for in-
frastructumal development
work in thanas and districts.
One wonders #f some such ar-
rangemenits could not be made
for. field level su of
impicmentation of all ADP pro-
jerils.

The importance of under-
taking a successful public in-
vestment for the
cconomic u of the country
is perhaps escaping the alien-
tion of all concerned. There
are questions asked. For one
thing, can the Government
count on the dedication and
commitment of the bureau-
cracy? Should the democrati-
cally installed government as-
sociale the clected =
tives of the people more
closely with development pro-
jects? ARer all, commitment
may very well be the missing

picee in the jigsaw pusrie.

The writer, now a guest columnist

of this paper. (s a former governor
of the Hangladesh Bark

OPINION

‘Foreign Policy : Constraints
Overshadow Many Gains

HERE are many critics,
including mysell, who
ccl that the perfor-
ey by the present Govern-
it shows a poor sense ol
prioritics and that, generally
spoaking, it falls beclow —
mayhe  far below our
expoeclations. llowever, il one
takus a balanced vicew, we can-
not LAk aboul “non-perfor-’
nuwnee,” the lerm used by your
contributor, A’ M Mominul lluq
in his attack on the adminis-
iratfon published last
Thursday. .

The article reminded me of
o piece by your estecmed guest
columnist, Shah A M S Kibria,
published a few weeks ago,
that referred (o “stagnation™ on
the cconemic scene, -

Such’ terms, “stagnation®
and "non-performance” are
simplislic, which obscure sev-
cral posilive gains in many ar
cas, by highlighting the (ail
urcs. Some say, this is part of
the modern journalistic skill
which, speaking for mysclf,
docs not add to the credibility
ol scrious discussion on con-
temporary problems.

Contributor Huq has oflered
a sct of Jacts — all negative
oncs — lo focus on the failure
of the administration on the
cconomic front.” In this re-
spect, he has done better than
other critics. The question is,
has he looked at macro-eco-
nomie réforms undertaken by
the Finance Ministry, which
have been endorsed by many
s, or at the in-
troduction of fiscal discipline?
Has he looked at the reduction
ol the inflation rate? Is there a
ris¢ in our export carning ?

+» In the same negative vein,
llyy has gone after the Foreign
Ministry, blaming it for what
he has called "hibernation.”

Instead of being carried
away by emotions, we should
try to understand a number of
constraints in the foreign rela-
tions of developing country
like Bang) . In my view,
within these constraints, our
performance has been any-
thing but dismal. It certainl
does not call for sarcastic con-
demnation, like that of Hugq. It
calls for understanding, careful
evaluation. : i

In the first place, we must
riecognise the continuity in our

—
-

"Window on Asia"
Sir, "Window on Asfa” by
Shahed Latil published on 06
March 19983 is an excellerlt
indepth study of the social ills,
and subsequent health prob-
lcms, prevailing in our coun-
try, or Asfa for that matter. |
have always enjoyed recading
his windows, but this one cuts
where it hurts, and is indeed
thought proveking. However,
he has fatled to observe that in
a male dominated socfety, the
women really have very little to
say or do about "not using it
and thereby losing it", and
here | am not talking about the
00.0001 per cent of the female
population who are gutsy
cnough to want to look charm-
ing thru' the years and who
also pitch in their bit lowards
the GDP, but of the many many
others who are so bound by the
male dominance and whose
lives are so poverty stricken,
living for them is just a passing
of days, bearing children year
afler year and Uying to make
ends meet, dhat they grow old

- =
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Mir Abdus Satter

forcign rclations, The [rame-
work ol our external ties, with

major nations, neighbours, the
Arab countrics and >0 on and

so forth. has cvolved over the
past twc decades. The [frame-
work remains in place. Wc
cannot do toe much about it
cxcept making some changes
here and there, in the hope ol
improving on it, not in chang-
ing it.

" Secondly, as a small coun-
try, Bangladesh [alls victim to
developnxents in its neighbour-
ing country, India. which cven
New Delhi has been unable to

comdain. Huq asks i the Begum Jng from Non-Aligned.
Movenient (NAM) to OIC. This

Zia's government is maintain-

ing equidistance from [slamas

bad and New Delhi? Why
should such a question arisc?
Dhaka's policy is to promole
good relations with India and
other members of SAARC and,
al the same time, to recognisc
the speeial relations between
New Delaf and Dhaka. This re-
lationship gocs back to our lib-
eralion war and touches on our
close trade and economic ties.
On balance, Bangladesh
Foreign Ministry understands

this situation perfectly well. «
. That's why the stage is sct for

talks on water, for increased
trade and even joint venturcs,
for dealing with smuggling and
for open trade? In this con-
lext, how can anyone suggest
"cquidistance” from both India
and Pakistan?

The difficulty facing Bangla-
desh in controlling events in
its neighbours also touches on
the Rohingya issue. The
problem is the creation of the
internal development in
Myanmar. Mr Huq says, “The
Foreign Ministry has not come
out with stark facts ... Which
were the countries involved in
fomenting the issue within

Myanmar making Bangladcsh a
scapegoat?” Dose your learned

- contributor want the Foreign

Ministry to name countrics
which may also be invo in
the crisis — frankly, we cannot
be sure who these countries
are — and add to our prob-
lems? There is something
what we call "diplomatic dis-
cretion” which is practised
well by Foreign Minister A S
M Mostafizur Rahman.

———

beyond their years very soon. |
would like Lo relate an ob -
tionn which is in contrast lo
Shahed Latifs 72-year-old
cheerful lady.

Early in the morning, [ have
walched [rom my verandah, a
couple of imes, a young couple
walking to woprk. The man is
always looking grim and walk-
ing fast, holding their child,
The woman, barely in her late
leens is skipping to keep
up with her husband, but she
looks cheerful and that itsell
gives a4 glow to her face, which
makes her look quite beautilul
inspite of her poor altire. It sct
me wondering about the fate of
the woman in a few years time,
when she will perhaps have a
couple more kids and will have
lost some her stamina. | doubt
| will even recognise her then.
It makes me sad to think about
iL. -
I feel this particular article
should be published in a Bangla
newspaper o reach more peo-
ple, and (o start the process of

guiding our people in the right
direction. After all, ten years

Therc are a number of fac-
lors which have hindered the
repalriation of Réhingya. like
the reiurn of  stranded
Pakistanis to the country of
their choice. [lowever, we
must admil that on both these
issucs, some mwvemcenl has
Laken phice in past lwo ycars.
It would have been [aster f
Myanmar and Pakistan had
tackled their internal prob
lems better. Dhaka is hardly in
a position to push these coun-
trics hardor. -

The third constraint facing
us stems from weaknesses of
organisalions of dcvchplng
veuntrics we belong to, rang-
the.

means that in dealing with
problcms which affect our bi-
latcral relations with, say,
India, Myanmar and Pakistan,
we arc obliged to act virtually
on our own, using our devices
and skill as best as we can. In
this sense, we are in the same
situation -as many developing
countries in Asia and Africa,
the Middlc Easlt and the Arab
bloc? Which of these countrics,
has taken the kind of initiative
that has dazzled contributors
to The Daily Star?

We may find fault with the
performance of the Foreign

Ministry. But ket us offer it an -

alternative agenda, il your
contributor can think of onc.

The last constraint we must
lake notce of Hes in our cco-
nomic scene. Bangladesh s
justl loo dependent on donor
nations to pursuc new initia-
tives in its foreign relations.
Just to give onc example: Can
Dhaka take too [irm a linc
against Myanmar without caus-
ing offence to China, Japan
and Thatland which want to
take cautious line against
Yangon? If we are cconon
strong, say, like Malaysia,
Indonesia and Singapore, we
can demonstrate our initiatives
in every [ield, including for-
eign relations.

Contributors to The Daily
Star are welcome to identify
the failures of the present ad-
ministration. Al the same time,
they must focus on our inher-
ent weaknesses which cannot
bu wished away by the Foreign
Minister, A S M Mostalizur

gt nobody thought they would

be ealing vegetables with

gusto, but now the health con-

scious people do eat vegeta-

bles, and this change has

come about thanks to Govern-

ment and media efforts. So
also a change in outlook and
lifustyle of our people can be.
achieved 1l this issue is made a
national one,

Anis
Dhanmandi, Dhaka

Bilateral relations

Sir, | must thank Mr S. M.
AH for his article on a new
agcnda 1o tackle Dhaka-[elhi
bilatcral relations, published in

your paper on March 16.

Mr All dcserves special
thanks for coming out with
bold suggestions for casing re-
lationship between Dhaka and
Delhi. 1 fully agree wilth him

when he says "If we cannot

rais¢ the level of credibilily
which involves trust and mu-
lual confidence we will be in
serijous Lrouble”. His concern

J
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S Asia Spends US $ 18b
for Arms Each Year

Prakash Chandra writes from New Delhi

R Mahbub ul laq fs de-
eply concerned about
South Asia

The development guru, who
is adviser to the administrator
of the United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP} and author of the
agency's annual human devel-
opment reports, thinks the
rcgion seems out of step with
Lthe rest of the world.

Dr ul Haq notes that faced
with a choice between invest-
ing in air-conditioned for
generals and classrooms for

Ichiidrtn.' South Asia, unlike

the rest of the world, is still

| inclined to choose the

"l am worried -hnutpg:th
Asia. This region seems iso-
laled from the changes visible
in Europe and Russia, where
the pecople’'s initiative alone

have a population of aboul two
million, with the former's in-
come being three times the
latter's. But Oman has one-
third the rate of Costa
Rica. And life expectancy in
this Arab country is ten ycars
less. Social indicators of Oman
are a fraction of those of Costa
Rica. Again, the United States
income is number six in the
world, but it is 44th in the
world list of child mortality,”
he says.

UNDFs fourth development
report being prepared now
confirms Dr ul Haq's asscrtion
that {income does nolt’
necessarily translate into
impressive social indicalors.
The report examines the
human profile of the US in all
its aspocts, accerding to Dr ul
Haq who revcaled, human

A freeze on annual defence spending can make
available in the next 10 years at least US $50 billion

for meeting basic needs

has changed their political
alignments. This has become
possible after years of invest-
ment in people, which s the
best investment for a very [ast
rate ol growth,” Dr ul Haq says.

South Asia, with a billion
peoplc, "has along way to go in
investing in people. The re-
gion's literacy rate is lower
than any other regions, inchad-
ing that of Africa.”

Dr ul Haq says no govern-
ment can pretend that it has
no money for education, public
hcalth, primary schools, hospi-
lals and other soctal services.
Moncy can always be found by
governments if they cut down
un expenditure.

lie points out that a freeze
on the annual USS$18 billion
budget for defence in South
Asia can make available in the
next ten years at least US$50
billion for meeting basic hu-
man necds. Food security, pro-
tection of human rights, edu-
calional security should get
higher priorily than border
sccurity, Dr ul Haq .

The UNDP official said
countries cannot justify their
failure to spend for social ser-
vices by citing low income.

‘Income cannolt be the
only measuring yardstick be-
tween countries. For instance,
Oman and Costa Rica bolh

e —

may not be sharcd by many in
both the¢ countries but | an
happy that at least onc person
has been as bold to state the
facl as it s — concerned as he
is of Lhe possible danger of [ur-
ther estrangement of rela-
tions.

His suggestion of allowing

_ the privale scelor to play a -

jor rolc in lostering betlor re-

lations botween th two coun
Irivs deserves special consid-
cration by the enireprencurs

of both the countrics. Alter all
Flag follows the trade”.

lt the two lcaders be nol
misguided by inadoyuale or in
spircd bricfings or influcneed
by Lthe comments ol those who
lack objectivily and whose
idcas ol forests are obscured by
trees

A M Mominal Ilugy
R K Mission Road, Dwka

"1958 not '564"

Sir, No soontr had Mr P
IHague in his leticr 1958 not

54, published in your daily on

index for blacks in the US is

lower than that in many
African countries. Similarly,
the human index for lispanics
is lower than in many Latin

* American countries. This, o a

large extent, explains the riots
in Los Angeles.” 2
= Indias defence establish-
ment rejects Dr ul Haq's view
that military budgets -can be
salcly reduced. “If Pakistan
(India's r with whom
it has had conllicts in the past)
goes on spending for more
money is necessary, can
india remain far bechind?
There is always an arms race
between the two countries.
They are looking at each other
across the national boundaries
and shopping desperately for
arms. Only a political under-
standing between the two
Prime Ministers can reduce
this urge to spend more
money on Lhe military,” ae-
cording Lo defence observers.
Observers note that both
countrics’ Prime Ministers are
not e ng in any ncgotia-
tions which could curb arms
spending. Winds of a cold war

and ncar-conlrontation con-
linuwe W blow on the sub conti-
nent making "any major
changes In arms spending un-
likely.

But Dr ul lliag 18 oplimistic

March 12, got the date cor-
rected than he himscll com-
mitted a mistake by saying, in
the samc lctter, that Shahced
Al, the then Decputy Speaker
of the National Assembly of
Pakistan was bcaten to death
in the hational Assembly. As a
matlier of laclt Shahced AH was
Deputy Spcaker of the then
'rovincial Asscmbly of East
I"akistan when the grucsome
incident occurred. The
provincial assembly was then
funetioning temporarily in the
assembly hall of Jagannath
I1all, Dhaka University.

M Zaman
DOIIS, Dhaka Candt

Chowkbazar

Sir, Chowkbazar is the most
timportant business spol tn the
city. But fi s very regretful o
say thal it is always packed
with rickshaw vans and trucks.
The same Is with the adjoining
arcas Itke Begumbarar,
Najimuddin Road, Nawabbari

Lhat grcaler involvement and
participation by people will
cvenlually result in major pol-
icy changes. "Finance mipis-
ters can do nething without
pressure being mounted from
the prople. non-governmental
organisations and the mcdia
which have a major role to play

now and in the future to

change things,” he says.

Dr ul llag says the "seven
sins of pﬂvllilarhn“ will also
be analysed in the Human
Development Report 1993,
These “sins” are: confused ob-
jectives, lack of transparency,
concentration of assets, lack of
competition, poor [inancial
strategy, dominance of the fis-
cal objeetive eof [inancing
defictts, and the lack of a polit- .
ical consensus.

Revenue maximisalion
should not be the objective of
privatisation and disinvest-
ment  in public sector cnicr-
prises, he says. Efficiency and
egpuity should be the goals and
the suecess of privatisation
should -be evaluated against
these objectives. =

The lack of transparcncy in
the privatisation process will
be counter-productive and will
facilitate abuse. Privatisation
has often become a way of
enriching a minority and re-
sulted in gains for personal
friends.

The privatisation process
should also cnsure greater
compctition through more
dispcrsed ownership rather
than the greater concentration
ol assets. Moreover, the finan-
cial strategy should be sound.

Dr ul Hag stresses that pri-

_valisation cannol be based on
unrcalistic labour

strategy and
it should not be the wehicle
for bridging budgelary deficits.
Nor should it be cllected
merely through an exceutive
dircetive. The process should
be implemented through the
Parliament, after an open de-
bate which facilitates a con- '
sensus, rather than simply
through an executive order. 1

_ Dr ul Haq points out that
exceutive eorders can be re-
versed, thus, causing anxicly
and uncertainly.

— Depthnews Asia

and Swarighat.

Il you nced to go lrom
Chowkbazar to Nawabbari, it
will take more than (wo hours
due to Lhe hopeless tralfic
sysicm. |

Busincss people of this arca
need a quick and easy mwove-
ment bul, unfortunalely we
have to wastle a whole day (o
finish a single work.

Semclimes, some arce scen
clearing the way for the trans
poris and in exchange they re-
portiedly ask for money. They
even say that they arce repre-
senting the tralfic policel We'
don't understand who Lhosc
people arc, but they arc Lhere

everyday.

Onc just can't do his busi
ncss in a place like this, The
aulhorities concerncd please
cnsure a good atmosphere for
business community al the
most important busincss spot
in the city.

A Rahman
Swarighat, Dhaka



