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District roundup

DINAJPUR
Tk 60,000

property
gutted

Mar 20: Propcerty worth
about Taka 60,000 were gutted
and two goals rvasted alive in
scparate incidents of fire in
the district Wedncsday, re-
ports UNB.

Witnesses said nine houses
al Bartial village in Kotwali
thana were burnt to ashes and
ftwo goals roaslcd alive in a

devastating fire that originated

from the residence of Jamir-
uddin on the day.

Fire fightcrs rushed to the
spot and brought the fire un-
der control afler a frantic el-
fort.

In another incident a stock
of tush worth about Taka 5,000
were gutted in a fire originated
from a abandonced bidi lit at
[$ochaganf Sugar Mills.

A housewile and a mother of
three childrcn committed sui-
cide by hanging hersell at vil-
lage Bogra in Kolwali thana
Wednesday.

The deccased identified as
Rani, wife of Chandi Das took
her life by hanging herscll at
her village residence on
Wt:dm:uday night.

Economic hardship was the

cause ol her suicide, police
said, '

SHERPUR
People suffering
from waterborne

diseases

Mar 20: Pcople are suffering
from various air and water-
borne diseases in the district
duec to sudden change in
weather, reports UNB.

It has been reported that a
large number of pic have
been atlacked by fever, cough,
measles, pox, dysentery and
other air and walerborne dis-
cascs following the abrupt
change in the climate.

Sulfering pecople said the
weather remain dry and very
hot during day-time while se-
vere cold was fclt during the
night. - )

This sudden fall in the
mercury may be cause of the
discases, local people said.

RAJSHAHI
Rival groups
¢lash leaves
10 injured .

Mar 20: At lcast 10 people
were injured, two seriously, in
a clash between two rival
‘groups in the town in the last
two days, reports UNB.

The seriously injured as
Abdul Awal Dellar (28) and
Aminul Islam (26] of Sepoy-

were admitted Lo Rajshahi
mﬁl College |lospital.

The clash c¢nsued on
Tuesday night between two ri-
val groups of youths of two
ncighbouring arcas over toll
collection from the shops and
clinkes of those arcas.

it is reported that an armed
group from lloscngan] went
Sepoypara (o collect toll from a
clinic but the youths of the
area tried Lo resist them. At
this the clash ensued and both
the groups hurled hand bombs
each other.

As a sequel o this Dollar
and Aminul were seriously
stabbed on Wednesday morn-
ng
* A case has been flled with

CHANDPUR

ork on 1ron

removal plant
compléte

Mar 20: The conslruction
work of the lone lron emoval
Plant of the Public Health and

Enginccring Deparimcnl
(PHED} has been comploied,
reporis UNI.

Official sourecs said the
plant will now be able 10 sup-
ply 2.4 lakh Hire pure drinking
water, free of fron to aboul
one lakh - people "of the
Pourashava pcr hour.

The projoct costing Tk onc
crore, at arca of the
town was laken up by Lhe
Dutch vernment in the
month of June-July, 1990

FARIDPUR
Token strike
observed

Mar 20: An hour long loken
sirike was obscrved in all thc

nationalised banks hcre
Thursday, rcports UNB.
The bank employces of

Sonali. Janala, Agrani and

Rupali Banks observed the
pendown strike from 9 am to
10 am o press home Lheir

cight point demand, including -

payment of lestival bonus and
F-—I;innmnﬂm
Bank sources said the hour
long strike had caused much
inconvenicnce o the people as
the tramsaction in the banks
closed ai 11 am Thursday, an
hall-working day .

CHITTAGONG

Discussion on
ideals of Islam

Mar 20: Participanis al a
discussion here called for
furging greater alllance againsl
anti-independence and Lerror:
ist clements, reports 3SS.

Held under the auspices of
Chitlagong Cily wunit of
Bangladesh Muslim Leaguc
(I3ML]) at the Zilla Parishad au-
dilorfum, the discussion on
idcals of Islam and [Ramean was
chaired by BML lcader Alhaj
Mohammad Serajul Islam
Chowdhury, a parly pruess re-
lcase said,

Central convenor of the uni-
lied BML Kazi Abdul Kadcer
spoRe on the occasion as chief
gucst, while Joint Convenor
Alhaj M A Matin, Alhaj M A
Salam, Principal Rezaul Karim,
Kishan Editor Kazi Khalilur
Rahman, Prof Nurul Islam
Siddiqui, Advocate Badiul Alam
were among other who took
part in the discussion.

The speakers said that
through pursuit ol the truc
spiril of Islam only oppression
and atrocity on Muslims in
diffcrent countries can be re:
sisted.

CHAPAINAWABGANYJ

Tk 80.55 cr
PDB bill
outstanding

“Mar 20: The Power Devel-
opment Board has [lailed to
rcalise outstanding clectric
biis worth Taka 80.55 crorc in
three circles of Northern zone,
reports UNB. |

According to official sou-
rees. the amount has been
lying with diffcremt govern-
menl organisations. The cir-
cle-wise outstanding bills are
as follows: Rajshghi—Taka
26.87 crore, Bogra—Taka
21.75 crore and Dinajpur—
Taka 31.91 crorc. '

The PDB lodged a number
of cascs against the owner ol
the government ollices lor re-
fﬂmuunn ol the amount. But all
the cases remained undis-
poscd for a long time. In the
meantime, PDB served several
nolices to the concerned au-

thoritics for the hearing ol the

2, NS,
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stilpped 3822 eleciric ines in

these circles.

Oflicial sources said the re-
covery of private bills arc satis-
facltory. The system loss in the
regton is reducing gradually
which now stands at 25 per
oenld

MAULVIBAZAR
Coaster plunges
into roadside
ditch, one killed

Mar 200 A tecn-aged girl
was killed and 25 others were
injured when a coaster
plunged into a roadside diich
al Lasna tea pBarden in
Srimongal thana on Saturday,
reports UND,

Police said the accident oc-
curred when the driver of the
coaster tried w0 overtake a
truck on Dhaka-Sylhet highway
and lost control over the steer-
irg

The deccascd was idenu-
ficd as Shilpt Begum, daughter
of Raliq Ahmed of village Poil
in Habiganj district. The body
wiis scnl o Maulvibazar hospi -

ud&rr aulopsy.

The injured were admitted
to Sadar hospital. Police sectzed
L coaster and the truck. Bul
the drivers lo escape.

A case was fi with the
police in this connection.

NAOGAON

Boro cultivation
plan taken up

Mar 20: A scheme has been
taken up lo bring 88,400
hectares of land under boro
cultivation during the current
season, rcports UNB.

According to Agriculiure
Extension Department, scveral
demonstration plots have been
set up lo acquaint the farmers
with the modern methods of
cultivation.

Bangladesh Agriculture Dev-
clopment Eﬂrpﬂrlli.nn has

been supplyis yil:ldinl
varely sc

puls to the farmers at fair
prices for the successful im-
plementation of the scheme.
it is expecied that about
four lakh metric tons of rice
will be produccd with the im-
plementation of Lthe scheme.

About 2,000 deep, 3,000
shallow Lubcweils and 1,500
power pumps of Barendra
Multtpurpose Development
Preject arc cngaged
tion neiwork to
scheme a success.

e
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SYLHET: The BSCIC acquired lands in Sunamganj to set up an 1:1dustnal estite. The Innds

have lying unused for years together.

— Star photo

JAMALPUR, Mar 20: The
[RIRI-boro paddy on 45,000
acres of land under pest attack
in seven thanas of the district.

The pests arc locally known
as lal-poka, lada poka and
pamri poka which have at-
tacked the IRRI-boro paddy
field in various parts of the
dislrict. :

According to an unofficial
source, out of the above men-
tioned pest atlacked arcas,
6312 acres of land in
Melandah, 4115 acres of land
in Madurganj, 3480 acres of
land in j. 5702 acres
in Islampur, 3142 acres in
Bakshiganj, 6012 acres in
Jamalpur Sadar and 4889
acrcs in Sarishabari thana
'~ The district Agriculture
Office, however, confirmed
that about 10,000 acres of land
have been afllecied by pests in
these thanas.

An affected farmer (n-
formed that the green paddy
plants have turncd yellowish.

it fs reported that the staff
of the Agriculture Department
prepared the report on the ba-
sis of the information supplied
by the block supervisors who
did not inform the concerned
department about the pecst at-
tack. The pests have been at-

From QOur Correspondent

tacking the ncw ficlds.

The larmers told this cor-
respondent thal the spray ma-
chines supplicd by the
Agriculture Extension Depart-
ment have becen lying
inoperative for want of spare
parts. Experienced quarters
expressed that i the govern-
mcnl do not take any effective
measures immediately, the sit-
uation may get out of control.

The farmers of the affectced
arcas can not aflord to buy the
required quantity of pesticides
which are being sold in the lo-
cal markets at an exorbitant
price.

Confirming thc extensive
pest attack in seven thanas of
the district, the district
Agriculture Officer informed
this correspondent that due to
shortage of pesticides and
spray machines, they are able
to stop this pest attack.

The farmers of the districl
urged the concerned authori-
ties to take immediate mca-
sures to save the standing
crops from pesl atlack.

Poor farmers in
hardships

Another report says: The
poor pcasants of some villages
in scven thanas c-f the district

are sclling their standing IRRI-
boro paddy in the fickd in ad-
vance at a lower price due lo
economic hardships. .

lgrnup of well-to-do pco-
ple of the area is taking the
advantage of the situation, it is
informed.

The poor peasants arc
selling their paddy betwcecen
Taka 80 and Taka 100 per
maund whereas the paddy is
now selling at Taka 180 1o
Taka 210. -

The peasants of thesc arcas
are not getting loan from the
Krishi Bank, Sonali Bank and
other commercial banks as
some dishonest bank stafl ha-
rass them on various grounds,
it is learnt.

It can be mentioncd herc
that the prices of daily neces-
sitics have shot up in the mar-
kets of all the thanas. As a re-
sultl, the poor and low income
group has been ing thcir
days in hardship. High price of
fucl, fertilizer, scarcity of spare
parts, sceds and pesticides arc
hampering their [IRRI-boro
farming much.

A tolal of about 3 lakh acres
of land has been brought under
1iXRl-boro cultivation this year.
Everyday 5 to 6 hours load-
shedding is a common feature

No security. of life,

KUSHTIA, Mar 20: Security
of lifc and property has be-
come uncertain in six thanas of
the district following detcrio-
ration of law and order situa-
tion.

The peace loving people of
the district have been passing
their days in fear as they can
be victim of terrorism at any
time.

Untoward incidents, free
movement of terrorists with
firc arms, murder in broad day
light and s uent release ol
the accused on bafl from pres-
sure of higher authority, stab-
hing, rape, hijacking toll col-
lectton and violence have be-
o common [eature.

llicgal sale of wine and its
usc, culttvation of ganja and
olther immoral activities are
also on rise. Campus violences
in the educational institutions
and its reialiatory measurcs
have led several murders.
Clashes between rival under:
ground parties have vitiated
the atmosphere.

After complaints, police
conducted several raids to
curb crimes but the law en-
foreing agencies falled to
choeek the erimes. During raids
police torture on innocent
pcople have also been re-
poried.

Unoflicial sources informed
that over 1000 cattle were
stolen from villages of the dis-
irict during last one year. It is
also informed thal some organ
jscd gang of miscreants de-
mand ransom to free the cat-

I Ik

From Qur Correspondent

Armed clashes occurred at
dificrent places where the ac-
tivists used all kinds of [ire
arms but police failed to re-
cover any arms so far.

In the month of December
1992, eightyfive cases were
recorded with different police
stations of the district which
includes dacoity, hijacking,
burglary, theft, riots, murder
with riot and others.

In the month of January
93, B3 cases were recorded
inchading four dacofties, three
burglary ,six thefts, three
murder, six riot, two kidnap-
ping and two smuggling cases.

In the month of the
February, the criminal activi-
lics dou :

in the month of November
last year, one Saiful Islam, a
student of Islamic University
was dr out from a mess
in Harinarayanpur ol sadar
thana and was axed to death.

On March 9, Mchedi an ac-
tivist of BCL and student of
Government College was at-
tacked by armed miscreants in
courl compound who shot at
his abdomen injuring scriously
Mchedi was an accuscd in a
case of stabbing Sumon an ac
tivist of JCD and student of
same college a few monihs
back. Mchedi came in couri
compound to discuss with his
lawyers belore allending
MagistraLcs court. Miscroants
afier shooling cscapod safcly

Lawycrs of Kushtia Bar
protested the incident Linne
diaicly saying thal absolute
lawlcssness provailing and ab

property

stainced from attending courts,
held meeting. Next day, they
brought out procession and
held rally where they urgud
the law enforcing agencics lo
takc proper sleps lo provent
such type of incident.

Number of quacks
on rise
Another reporl says:

Number of quacks spreading
fast in the rural arcas of the
district.

Quacks arc found in cvery
village of Kushtia, Bhcramara,
Mirpur., Daulatpur, Kumar-
k and Khoksa thanas ol the
district giving trealment Lo
the poor and landless people.

Over 80 per cent pcople of
the district live below the
poverty-ine. The problem of
unemployment s becoming
acule day by day and as a rc-
sult, the youth community of
the country is suflering from
frustration.

Being faced with uncm-
ployment problem many young
men of different areas of the
district are secking sources of
income for their survival
Finding no other alternative, a
good number of jobless
youngmen of the district have
taken the profession ol village
doctors. The main centre of
business of the village doctors
or quacks is local hats and

Another rcport adds: Arablc
cultivable lands in six thanas ol
the district arc gradually losing
fertility due o extensiwe use of
chemical fertilizers, sonw ox

peris say.
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BAU bachelor

class from Apr 5

MYMENSINGH, Mar 20:
The classes of the newly ad-
mitted part one bachelor level
students (1991-92) of Bangla-
desh Agriculture University
(BAU) will begin on A.prﬂ 5.
reports UNB.

Nine embrace
Islam
PABNA, Mar 20: Nine

Hindus, including six women,
of two families at Balmari vil-
lage in Santhia thana were
converted to the religion of
Islam on Monday, reports
UNB.

They were renamed as
Rabtul Islam (35), Mosammat
Aleakhatun  (25), Mosammat
Rashida Khatun (8), Sharifa

Khatun (5), Sufia Khatun (2),

-I
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Rabea Bewa (90), Nurul Islam
(28), Firoza Khatun (20) and
Ismail Hossain [6).

IRRI-boro paddy on 45,000 acres
of land under pests attack

in the district which hampers
farming at a great extgnt.

IRRI-boro farming
hampered

Anothcr report adds: IRRI-
boro farming on 1.50 acres of
land under six thanas of the
district has become uncertain
duc to crralic power supply to
devp and shallow tubewells.

The PDB and Palli Biddut
Samity said that it is nol pos-
sibic to give new conncctions
to the decp and shallow tube-
wells for 'lmnl of transformers,
polls, cable, clectric metre etc.
As a result, current IRRI-boro
cultivation target will not be
achicved in the district.

iL is informed that 109
decp and 1082 shallow tube-
wclls were installed in the
aforesaid thanas following the
assurance of power connection
by Power Development Board
(I"'DU). But powcer supply has
not ycl been given.,

A scheme was submilted to
the higher authority of PDB
under annual devclopment
programme providing power
connections to the #rrigation
projccts in Melandah thana.
[3ut the scheme has not yet
been approved for unknown
rt:::imm-,

Ewd wngregatwn |

to be held
at 40 places
in Chittagong

CHITTAGONG, ‘Mar 20: The
Eid congregation in the cily
will be held at 40 places this
ycar under the auspices of
Chittagong Central Eid-Jamaat
Comimittee, reports BSS,

This was decided at a joint
annual meeting of Central Eid-
Jamaal Committee, Grealer
Chittagong Town Central and
Regional Graveyard Establish-
mentl Organising Committee
and Greater Chittagong Town
Central G Foundation
held at the Ztla Parishad
auditorium with the Depuly
Commissioner, A H Abul
Kashem in the chair.

According to a committec
press release here tonight
Awami League leader Ataur
Rahman Khan Kaiser,
Committee General Secretary

Alhaj Kamaluddin Ahmed
Khan, imams of ‘different
mosqucs, journalists, repre-

scntatives of various organisa-
tions also addressed the meet-
ing.

It was also decided in the
mecting that the main Eid
congregation will be held at
Chittagong Stadium at 7.30 am.
Khatib of Chit g Shahcc
Jam-e-Masjid Alhaj H-uhm
Sayed Abdul Ahad-Al-Madani
will lead the prayer, the press
reicase added.

One killed, 50
others hurt
in road mishaps

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 20: A man
was killed and 50 others were
injured in two road mishaps in
the district Thursday, pnllec
and hospital sources said, re-
poris UNB.

One unidentified person
(40) was killed and 30 others
were injured, four seriously,
when a Nagarbari-bound bus
collided head-on with a truck
coming from opposite direc-
tion at Hatikumrul in Raiganj
thana at about 11 am.

Four of the Injured were
admitted 10 Raiganj Hospilal
with serfous wounds.

In the second accident that
took place hall an hour later, a

Bogra-bound bus from
fell inte a al
Shialkhol in thana, leav-
ing 20 people :

Three red bus
pas were admitted (o
Sadlar

Drivers of both the vehicles
were absconding.

Two cases were llled with
Sadar and Raiganj police sta
tions respoctively.
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JESSORE, Mar 20: The re-
excavation project of the fifty-
kilometre-long Bhairab river
here is going on in full swing,
reports BSS.

The reexcavation project is
being implemented under the

for Work of
Fisheries Department with the
financial assistance of IFAD.

For the pu ten thou-
sand metric tons of wheat
equivalent to Taka 6.2 crore
has been allocated. The project
is cxpected to be complcted

within three years,
t the re-

Under the p
excavation work of the thl-.rlh
river from Khairtala
icl:l
t five k:lhmttrc

Madhuganj Bridge
lemented in the

cquals to
is being imp
current dry scason involving
over 1.6 I‘.hou:mﬂ metric tons
of wheat.

Social Wellare imd Wum:n

National W

Reexcavation of Bhairab
river going on

Affairs Minster Tariqul Islam
on Friday visited the réexcava-
tion site at Kasimpur and

Noapara union under Jessore
Sadar thana to sec for himsell

h‘]'gx gress of the work.
minister was informed
that about 30 per cent of the
work earmarked for the cur-
rent dry scason has so [ar been
completed.

He was also informed that
the work of the projecl began
in F last and will con-
tinue till April next.

Islam urged the concerned
oflicials to achieve the Larget of
the reexcavation projecl
within the stipulated period.

The chairman of lht: pro-
jept, officials of the fisheries

de cnt attached to the
project, Depuly Connuissioner

of Jessore and local political
leaders were prescnt on thc
n-l'.:l:':ﬂhiun

KHULNA, Mar 20: Khalish-
pur police recovered 116 live
bombs from Buribhita in the
lown, reports UNB.

Acting on a tip, police re-
covered the bombs hidden in
six Dano tins from the
Buribhita area at around 11 am
on Wednesday.

A case was filed with the
police but none was arrested
in this connection.

It may be mentioned that
various crimes including toll
collection and terrorist activi-
ties are on rise in Khalishpur
town area, for a long time.

Local leaders and clite said
they time and again urged the
authorities to nab the mastans
and known hoodlums for the
safety and security of the
pcace-loving people of the
area. But they alleged that toll
collection and snatching of
valuables are going on with
impunity before nose of the
law enforcing agencies almost
cvery day.

They also complained that a

.1 16 live bombs recovereci
in Khulna town

vested quarter including some
dishonest - officials are
patronising the criminals for
their financial gain.

Another report adds: Power
Development Board has earned
a revenue of over Taka 1.17
core from Khulna zone in the
last February.

According to eofficial
sources, the PDB disconnected
1031 lines during the same
period for non-payment of ar-
rear bill of Taka 56.22 lakh.

Of these, 483 lines were
disconnected for non-payment
of arrear bill of Taka ]7.23
lakh in Barisal circle, 311 lines
snapped for Taka 27.20 lakh in
Faridpur circle, 139 line lor
Taka 6.66 lakh in Jessorc cir-
cle and 118 lines for Taka 5.13
lakh in Khulna circle.

Mecanwhile, mobile court ol
PDB rcalised a fine of Taka
91,500 from 69 peoplc lor us-
ing electric connections fllc-

gally and snapped 110 con-
nections in the last February.

1

DINAJPUR: Artistes are rendering songs at a cultural
function held at the Dinajpur Press Club recently.
— Star phﬂm

MAULVIBAZAR, Mar 20:
The district Livestock Dcpart-
ment has vaccinated 12,000
cattle and poultry birds in the
six thanas of the district in thc
last month, reports UNIJ.

Official sources said the
vaccination programme will
reduce the mortality rate of
the cattle and pouliry birds
and increasc production.

Another report adds: Sian-

ding crops and s on &
vast land have already bcen
invaded by rats.

Affected farmers allcged
that they are unable o rusist
Lthe rat menace for lack ol muc-

insecticides.

Thcy urgcd the authorilics
to launch a rat killing cam-

in the affected arcas to
combal the growing mcnacc,

Another report says
Diarrhoea claimed onec lifc and
aflfected about 500 othors in
the district during last fort

night.
llh dead was identified as
H.I.ll.':'rl Begum (25), daughter
of Mnrtul Al of Asraj village in
Kukwum
Scarcily of pure water and
consumption ol adulierated
food were attributed to the

Local people alleged thal
scarcity of oral saline cls
and medicine have

affected arva.

Local leaders have urged
the authorities to despalch
medical teams with necessary
mcdicines immedialely Lo

combat the spread of the dis
o

Anelher

report addas:

| Barulekha and Kulwra thana

112,000 cattle, poultry
birds vaccinated

parishads ol the distrwet has
taken up a project lur roecon
structing 10 registered non
vernment prinkiry schools in
mr current fiscal ycar
arishad sources saild an
ampunt of about Taka 31 lakh
have been sancuomned for the
implementation ol the pro
gramme
The schools arc Pabfjurt,
Wesl Ganthat, Tuka, Chilapur,
Ajmir, Surikandi ol Barlckha
thana and Azizr Rahnun Adasya,
Uttar Sagarnal and Dakkhin
Bijlce primary schools of
Kulaura thana of thwe distrxt
These were damagvd by the
nalural calamflics like recur
reiil floods, cycloncs, slorms
during the last few yvars. With
the  implementation ol the
projuct primary ocducalion tn
the two thanas will gt further
boost

Road construction
progressing fast

TANGAIL. Mar 200 The
construction of 7.6 kilometre

" long Porabari-Gopalpur Road at

a cost of Taka seven crore s
rogressing last, reports BSS.
g Mandni‘nn te an official
source, the construction has
been taken up under feeder
road improvement project

with Swiss assistance.

Besides construction of the
road the project includes
consiraction of a bridge owver
the river Shaltajant and six cul-
verts at diflerent points. .

Twenlyfive houses were
fuited in a fire on at
village Purbahuli of Katull

_union under sadar thana.



