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Eid, the festival of cheer
and merriment, is in the oll-
ing. Alter a month-long obser
vance of restraint and scll-dis-
cipltne during Ramzan, feel-
ings of joy and contentment on
this occasion acquire an un-
dertone of sobriety. The high
spirits aflecting us at this time
makc us forget, however tem-
porarily it may be, some of our
problems in life.

: In the down to earth view of
things, the problems of Eid
celebration that we commonly
[ace relate mainly to shopping,
visiting ones near and dear
oncs in villages and prepara-
tion of various tasty dishes for
family and friends. Whatever be
oncs station im lile, these
problems are sought to be met
within the capacity of ones
means.

The major part of the
preparations consist in shop-

ing for the various new things
nccded. For most pcople Eid
shopping s no easy job. As Eid
day draws near, the buying
spree gets momentum in
crowded roads and shops.

In the city, there are differ-
ent logales for shopping for
diffcrent classes of pcople: af-
Muent. less aflluent and the
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vast majority of persons with

limited means. For the afflu-
enl, shopping presents litlle
problem of bargaining. They
have select centres and plazas,
where the buyers’ main con-
cern is just to select the ob-
jeets ol their choice. Price is
no problem here; if there is
any bargaining here, it is on a
marginal scale.

The real problem {s faced
by other classes of people. In
the market there is no dearth
ol indigenous products in sa
rees, dresses, shoes, etc. But
according to observers, Lheir
prices generally register a rise.
This is in contrast with situa-
llons Iin many countries,
where, at times ol big festivals
reduction sales are a normal
feature. But here no such trend
is noticeable. Of course, some
isolated reduction sale banners

Eid Rejoicing in City

By ASM. Nurunnab

are seen before some shops. In
most cases, these banners can
be misleading. Some obscrvers
arc of the opinion that most of
these are eyewash to attract
customers.

But the most distressing
aspeet is the tendency among
many sallers o ask arbitrarily
high prices at random. A wide

variation is also found in prices
for the same thing in the same
arca from one shop to another.
The shopkeepers have, of
course, have their explanation
for this. but that docs not
scem to be convincing,

The wise thing in such situ-
ations for the cconomy-
minded buyers, according to
some. cxperienced persons, is
to verify a price, as far as pos-
sible, from a couple of shops
before making a purchasc. But
during this season, il is not
easy to follow the dictum of
verification in the hcavy rush
of shoppers which drives onces
encrgy and temper to the
cdge.

Many cconomy-mindcd
people will take resort to
shopping on the footpaths. In
the city, roadside shops have
lately proliflerated to such an
l:lent lhal. lhcrr. arc few
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things which are not availablc
at these places: Dult to buy any
thing here you should have the
abilty oi delt bargaining. This
is no placc for chicken hearted
shoppers. The price inilially
asked at such places may be
high but the ecxpert playcer
knows where to begin in the
bargaining gamec. All this is
admilledly exacling and timu
consuming.

The next part of the ccke
bration sccnario relales o the
frantic bids of a substantial
part of the city population to
icave Lhe city to join their ncar
and dear oncs in the villages
The exodus will rcach tLhe
height ol its momentum when
public and privale ofllccs close
for the Eid holidays The sight
ol the mass movement by rall
ways, Ebuses, stcamers and
launches is staggering in the

Rouf murder case

From Mage | Col 6
A Doputy Superintending of
Customs, Abdur Roul, was re
portedly tortured to death al
the DFI Headquartiers, Dhaka
Cantonment, on May 27 In
1983 afier Roufl had detected a
large quantity of smuggled
walches at the airfreight
own at Zia International
Airport (ZIA) on May 24 in the
Same yOar:
Even after len years the
death of Roul is still shrouded

Emazuddin

From Page | Col B

The President appointed
Prof Emazuddin Ahmed o act
as Vice Chancellor of the uni-
versity following the resigna-
tiom of Profl Moniruzzaman
Miah on November |

From Emazuddin Ahmed
joined the Dhaka University as
Assistant Prolessor of Polilical
Science In 1970 and became
Aspociate Professor in 1978
He became Professor in | 985

Besides being a teacher. he
has scrved the university as
house tutor of Surja Sen Hall
and as Proctor of the univer-
sity. He was appoinied Pro-VC
in December, 1886 BHelore
that he was the Provost of
Mohsin Hall

Prof Emazuddin Ahmed is
associated with different na
tional and international organi-
SalWms.

So far 14 books and more
than 100 articles of Preof
Emazruddin have been pub
lished.

in mystery. In a hasty autopay
of the body at the Forensic
Department of Dhaka Medical
College the death was
recorded due w heart faflure.

The then Home Minister
Major General Mohobbat Jan
Chowdhury in a press confer-
¢nce on June 6, 1983, told the
journalists that Roul died of
heart fallure while inter-
rogated In connection with the
walch smuggling

After ten years, a murder
casc was Jodged with
Cantonment Police Station on
March 13, 1983 The two
former high defence officials
were arrested on March 23
lollowing the filing of the case.

Charges brought against the
accused persons were under
Seclions 342 (for wrongful
confinement of a person), 302
(for committing murder]. 201
[causing di nce of evi-
dence of offence, or giving
false information to screen of-
fender] and 34 [acts done by
several persons in furtherance
of common Intention) of
Bangladesh Penal Code (BPC),
according 1o police source

Mecanwhile, a police source
connected with the investiga-
ton sajd that several sendor
police offict investigat -
ing the murder of toul

"Nuo major hcadwuy W el
made . interrogation is boing
continued Involvenw nt ol
other persons are yot to be
confirmed”. sald the sourc

Howcver, four-day police
remand of the two accuscd will

end on Su nﬂi_l-!
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extreme. Though the respec-
tive agcncics run cxira scr-
vices to meet the increasced
demands, they fall far skort of
the requirement.

The galling thing 1o which
intending passengers by dil-
ferent modes of transporl arc
subjected at this time of inor-

. dinate rush every ycar is the

black market racket by organ-
fscd groups charging high
prices on tickets carlier col-
lected by them through covert
mecans. The intending passcn:
gers will be greatly rclicved [
the law-enloreing agencics arc
more alert and active in co-op-
cration with the booking stall
to cnsure that the black muar-
kel operators are nol given a
f[rece hand in Ltheir business.
Any corruption at the ticket
counters should be checked
and a suitable procedure for-
mulated under which tickets
are sold to bonalide passen-
2UTS.

During this time all the
modcs of transport will be car-
rving additional foads of pas-
sengers, In the past this had
resulled in some cases in
Lragic accidents causing loss of
life. It, therelore, behoves the
concerned operators lo ob-
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serve due caution and safcety
formalitics in the operatlion of
their scrvices.,

The other imporiant asperct
of Eid celcbration is the gen-
cral proelivity for indulgence
in gastronomic luxurics. Here
also the scope is considerably
lmited for the majorily by the
rising {rend of prices al this
time. Inspile of this, some of
the characleristic dishes ke
‘semad’, 'firnf, pollau will be
precpared in many homes,
whalcver be their financial
lindtations This is as much
part of the festive ritual as
woaring noew clothes

Overcoming all odds, when
Eid comes, 11 will be an occa
for gencral clattion and
cuphoria, throwing into tem-
porary Hmbo all our carcs and
Atk fhes

sienn

Romanian govt
survives

BUCIHAREST, Mar 19
Romania's minorily left-wing
government survived a no-con-
lidence vole today. Senale
lcader Oliviu Cherman an-
nounced a 260-192 result in
the governmient's favour aller a
parllamentary no-confidence
debale and vote. The scssion
was tclevised live, reports
Reuter

RU Syndicate

Frism Page 1 Col 5

The signatorics are M. Al
Asger Khan, Abul Fazal liug,
Syed Rafiqul Alam Rumi, Mo-
hammad Nurullah, Sheikh
Matiur Rahman and A KM
Shafiul Islam.

The VC was appointed by
the Chancellor and took office
on July 22 aller his predeces-
sor Amanullah Ahmed re-
signed

They challenged the Vice-
Chancellor regarding his po-
wer (o transfer employees and
said that all transfers he made
without consulting the con-
cerned body, were {llegal.

They said in the memo that
the tenure of the previous
commitiees on appointment of
assistant professors, lecturers
and employees expired on
February 16 but those commit-
tees were still working ‘ille-
gally

Appointment ol the provest
and employees for the ]13th
residential hall was also a mis-
use of power as the hall was

"1 not yet handed over by the

contractor to the university au-
thorities.

They also pointed out some
anomalies in teachers promo-
tion and allotting of rooms in
Zuberi Guest House where
some leachers had been resid
ing over the years because of

| restidential problem

{ Shahe Jam-c-Masjid

President Addur H.nhman B]lwnl and Prime Minister Begum l{hﬂledn ?..m at an iftar p
at Bangabhaban arranged in honour of members of the :ab: net and ambassadors f‘rnm the

Muslim countries yesterday.

—P1D photo

Pak minister

From Page 1 Col 8

eration that is being envisaged.

According to a Pakistani
newspaper, Dhaka and
Islamabad are sIPmlﬂﬂcs o a
memorandum of undecrstand-
ing on transfer of equipment
primarily from the Pakislan
ordnance factories. The mem-
orandum cxpires in 1995,

"A rcgular level conlact is
maintained between the de-
fence cstablishments of the
two countries,” said The Noews,
in a rcport after Begum Zia's
visit, referring to frequent ex-
change of trips by the scrvices

chicls.

During the Prime Minisicr's
visit, ~ Lahore-based Ncws
International rcporled,
Pakistan had offered Lo supply
an unspecified numbcr of
Chinecse-built military atrcraft.

No official commenl came
from Bangladesh.

On the “strategic signili-
cance” of growing Dhaka-
Islamabad military connce-
tions, The News commcnled:
"To some extent it hclps Lo
offset the Indian mcnacce in
the region.”

The paper said that trainces
from Bangladesh were atlend-
ing courses in Pakistan's mili-
tary acadcmies while Dhaka
was not eager to respand lo
similar offers from India.

RU VC

From Page 1 Col 7
come but the situation will not
improve if we all are not sin-
rere.” the Vice-Chancellor
sauid.

He said that the politicians
were not sincere about their
words and sometimes they had
no control on their workers.

"We had talks with the
politicians who promised to
contain their organisations but
violence recurred,” the VC said
adding” that "most of the trou-
blemakers are outsiders who
come with their friends and
eaders.”

Prof. Rahman who is a
leacher of Eb&ll:z
from 1964 said role ol
police in curbing campus vio-
lence was not sa

He said that the unhtrllty
authorities had little power o
ban politics and punish the
culprits.

lle, however, sadd that many
pcople had started thinking
about the positive effect of a
ban on campus politics might
have.

Profl Rahman who was oncu
the president of local Zia
Parisad said that as a viee-
chancellor he now had neo
conncetion with the parisad.

lie slated the move by the
Rajshahi University Teachers
Assoctation which demanded
his rvimoval accusing him of
failurc in controlling February
8 incident, and sald thal simid
lar incidents happencd during
the tenure of ot vice -chag -
ccllors including his prodeces-
sor Amanullah Ahmed.

Ile reacicd a bil angrily
when asked about the allega-
tion by ADPSU thal he was
favouring the Shibir and said it
was bascices.

"1 am not In favour or
against anybody as all arc my
students,” he said.

e sald that mosl of the
ncwspapers publishcd
mislcading reporis on the
campus siluation.

Jumatul Wida

From Page 1 Col 5

President Abdur HRahman
Biswas oflcred his Jumatul
Wida praycr at the Garrison
Mosque at lhe cantonment
here.

The Jumatul Wida was coin-
cided with the Al-Quds Day
yesterday. Al-Quds commilice
heid a seminar at Jatlya P'ress
Chub.

Spcaker at the scminar
called upon the Muslims all
over the world to unitc them-
scives and make all out cflorts
in freeing the first kebla from
the Zionist occupation.

Another report [rom
Chl'l ng says: Jumatul-Wida

obscrved In the port
city and clsewhere in the dis-
trict yes

Musiims devotecs of all ages
asscmbled the main juma con-
gregations held at H.ndt'rhilh;:
an
Jamiutul Falah Complcx and
offered prayer

r

Another bomb blast

From Page | Col 5
are not great conspira-
tors”, he told newsmen.

Police have idcnltificd some
of the cars and motor scoolcrs
used in the bombing and
traced them to the Mcmon
family, who .own scveral
restaurants and hotels and who
police say were involved in
lmuﬂluig gold and narcolics.

casec is as good as
luhrcd Now we know whal
happened and who did il. It is
a case of getting them,” Samra
claimed.

But police admit they don't
know if the fugitives were Lhe
planners or just the exccution-
ers ol the bomb plot. They also
have offered no convincing
motive for the underworld to
have carried out the assaulL

Police also were trying lo
trace more than 5 million ru-
pees (dirs 160,000) the
Memon brothcrs reportedly
recetved from Indians Iiving in
the Persian Gulfl, Sanwa said.

The Statesman ncwspaper
quoled wunnamed police
sourccs as ng the Mcmon
brothers had fled from Dubai

_to Jiddah, Saudi Arabia, and

were seccking asylum in
Pakisian, india’'s hoslilc neigh-
bour.

A Sikh militant group may
have been involved in the
siring of bombings in Bombay,
Lthe police chicf of the north-
crn Indian State of Punjab said
today .

The outlawed Khalistan
Liberation Foree (KLF), onc of
hall-a-dozen Sikh militant
groups battling for a homeland
in Punjab, “could be onc of the
organisations involved in the
bombings,” Kanwar Pal Singh
Gill said,

"Militants from different ar-

cas in the country have devel-
oped o nexus, and KLF is part
ol that nexus,”
confurence in Panjab,
be one of the o
volved in the bombings.”

Gill said that Sikh militants
had often used RDX, a high ex-
plosive used in the Bombay
blasts, in Punjab. lic could not
cxplain why Sikh scparatists
would choose to Largel far away
Hosmbeny.

Gill discounicd the possi-
bility Lhat another Sikh mili-
tant group, the largely dor-
mant Khalistan Commando
Force (KCF), playud a role in
the altacks.

Pilot killed in
Indian fighter
crash

NEW DELHI, Mar 19: An
Indian air foree fighter cra-
shed during a sortie killing its
lone pilot in the northern
desert state of Rajasthan, the
Press Trust of India (PTI) said

Friday, reports BSS,

"il could

he told a news .
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Sheikh Omar denies any
role in WTC attack

NEW YORK, Mar 19: A radical Muslim cleric whose name

has surfaced repeatedly in the

probe of the World Tradc

Center bombing denied any role in the atlack and said he

doesn't know the su

under arrest. Sheikh Omar Abdcl-

Rahman preaches at a Jersey City, N.J, mosque where lwo of
the suspects worshiped, reports AP.

Rushdie ends French visit
under tight security

PARIS, Mar 19: Author Salman Rushdic on Friday cndod a

heavily

in 1989, reports AP.

guarded visit to France, his first since Iran's ormcr
leader, Ayatollah Ruholla Khomeini

scnlenced him o death

Rushdie spoke to an audience of French intcllectuals and

politicians Thursday under
La Defence on the western

From Page 1 Col B

In the past few weeks sev-
cral anti-sm ing drive fafled
in the city ts here in the
fuce of agitation and attack by
the shopkeepers while open
sale of Indian made sarees and
other contraband textile items
is being carried unabated,
sources added,

According to a disgruntled
governmeni olficial in anu-
smuggling squad, the Lask
force can not fight the menace
unless their opecration is wull
planned, well organiscd. well
proltected and well coordi-

nated. Editorial on Page 4

2 children

From Page 1 Col 7
mjures.

Report from Barisal says :
Twelve houses werce com-
pletely gutted and cash and
valuables worth about Taka five
lakh were destroyed when a
devastating fire broke out in
village Faridpur of Bakerganj
thana in the district Friday.

Witnesses said the fire orig-
inated from a kitchen at about
12 noon.

An amount of Tk 5,000 of a
villager, which were Laken as

also gutted in the fre.

About 100 peoplc of 10
families of the village were al-
fected.,

Local people rushad to the
spot and brought the firc un-
der control.

The Chairman of the local
Union Parishad, Golam Moslala
along with local elites visited
the spot and distributed sarce,
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loan [rom Gramecen Bank, wore |

hungi, and foodstufls among Lthe

t securily at the Grand Arch at

of the capital, reports AP

| Shopkeepers abort Myanmar

From Page | Col 7

Olf Ahmed mentioned of
the proposal of joint venture in
pulp and clinker industries
between the two countries and
handed over a letter in this
connection to Myanmar
Foreign Minister who was
present at the meeting.

He also offered seats for
Myanmar students in the med-
jcal and pharmaccutical {acul-
tics in the UTC, the privalc

sector University ol Techno
logy of Chittagong.

The Primc Minisler appro
ciated the gesture and

promised to give his govern-
ment's response soon. Guneral
Than Shwe was assisicd by Maj
Gen Tin Oo, Secrctary 1l of
SLORC and Foreign Ministcr U
Ohn Gyaw.

Later, Oli Ahmed had a
meeting with the Ministcr ol
National Planning and Eco
nomic Development of Myin-
mar Brig Gen D O Abcl at the

Minisiry of Planning
'biarrhoea

From Page 1 Col 7
Laxmipur, 171 in Barguna and
166 in Patuakhali districts

Death figures in other al-
fected districts are: Bagerhat-
137, Khulna-68, Jhalakati-115,
Bhola-85, Barisal-41, Narayan
ganj-2, Gopalganj- 15, Kishore:
ganj-12 and Netrokona 9.

The discase last year killed
over 5,000 people out of
5.68,000 afllicted.

Nearly 700 medical teams,
one in every union of the al
fected areas, and over 200
temporary mobile teams are
working around the clock to
-combat the lmur:gr
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