JUSt Another Ram

by Sumaiyva Andaleeb

T is only during the mon-
I th of Ram=aan that | wake

up carly enough to sce the
hearthreaking beauty of dawn,
which cannot fail o stir the
most dormant poctic instincts
in me. The trouble s, of
coursc, waking up in the first
place. | wake up with great dif-
ffculty, provided that:

) My alarm was set previ-
ously

bl My mother woke up be-
fore me.

Il the truth was known, you
would probably find me sleep-
ing through the alarm and my
mother shaking me awake.
Even so, there's always the
danger that I'll drift off to ...
(YAWN!) . skocp . again ...

Unfortunatecly, someonc
chooscs the cxact moment
when | oreturn to my happy
world of drdams to make an

announcement from the
ncighbourhood mosque. Now
that | am awake 1 lo do the

sccond toughest thing of wak-
ing up so carly — do my mom-
ing ablutions. The walcr seems
almost icy as | splash it on my
face, hands and fect, and the
last of my drowsincss vanishes.
Mechanically, 1 eat what-
ever Lhere ts to cat. No matter
how delictious the food, {t
docsn't lasic quite the same at
four — something in the mom-
ing. And | always scem to run
out of time before sehri is over
and a cacophony of moming
prayers break out. | am seo
thoroughly awake now that it is
impossible to go back to bed
aller saying my prayers, as
inviting as the thought had
been a more twenty [/ thirty
minulcs ago. Usually, | read
myscll to slecp again, dozing
ofl at about six-thirty or seven
and since | don't have school
anymore, | could sleep in late.
So | thought.

My mother had different
Whons.

"Why don't we go shopping
tomorrow 7 It's Friday and i
we start out carly, we will find
the shops empty. What do you
think about it7" -

As if 1t mattered. But jus
how ecarly were we talking
about?

"Nine™,

llow could a person go lo
sleep al seven and wake up at
ninc and function ke a nor
mal persen? | guess I'd find
out, because | had to admit, it
sounded like a good idca. |
have had BAD cxpericnces in
the past years doing Eid
shopping. | remembered bow-
ing’ through masscs of sweaty,
smelly humanity, bickering bit -
terly wi_h not-headed shop-
keepers and gencrally thinking
very unislamic thoughts by the
time | returmned home.

We started out promptly at
nine-thirty (what's an hall hour
anyway?), feeling smug and
confident that this yecar we
would beat the crowds. Traflic
was light and the shops com-
paratively uncrowded and we
began to systematically go
down the list of what we had
to buy. At least, it was un-
crowded till around clcven
when suddenly it became dif-
ficult to breathe. At any rate,
we had finished almost sixty
per cen: of our shopping in
only one and a hall hours! This
was a commendable fact. | re-
call the time when we had o
return three consecutive days
under the harsh rays of the
glaring aflternoon sun to finish
all the shopping bit by tiny bit.
If we progressed at this sicady
rate, maybe we could even [in-
ish by today! | was full of opti-
mism.

| was feeling rather less on-
thusiastic by the time we had

finished matching the varfous
blouscs and petticoats and du
patias to respective sarces and
shalwar kameezes. | was ul-
terly grateful when we finally
headed back home at one.

On the way back. of course,
we had to an hour in the
various traflic jams that datly

block some roads. As soon as
we recturned, | staggered

scil that absolutcly nothing
would make me get up before
five when my mother walked
inw my room | not going
anywhere clse loday, no way
One more sicp and my back
will break 11 collapse, 'l
faint, 'l .. | started pleading,
blocking my cars before she
could persuade me into any-

thing.

Eid Is Coming

by Nazncen Anwar
Hurray! Hurray! Eid is coming,

Eid is with its

happiness,

Eid is coming with its heart of love,
Everyone wants to wear new dresses,
And everyone wants to eat delicious food.

Mwmhhhﬁam
could not be so

Because they are very poor,
anything

To buy

But we can malke them happy
Just lilce all of us,
We can help them a little
And then Share our joy and love.

Eid is coming qfter

the month

Ramadan

' After a month qf fasting for % pleasure,
Allah our creater is very

merciful
To give us such a wonderful pleasure.

wearily into the shower, trying
to cool ofl and wash away the
“bazaar” smell, and the smoke
and dust that clings to one's
clothes.

| was just beginning to re-
lax, dceiding to catch up on
last night's sleep, telling my-

Shc¢ looked surprised at my
outburst,

"Oh, well | thought 1t would
be nice if we could go shop-
ping for you, but il you're too
tirned ... She turned to go but

not before | had jumped up
from bed. This changed every-

zaan Day

Yeah well mayvbe I'm not
so lired aflter all.” | said, slip-
ping my sandals on before she
charged her mind Mothers
arc an unpredictable lol
C mon, ket's go

S0 we ventured forth once
mare into the dangerous
sirocis of our oty This time |
ignored the trallie and the
mindlcss police who were
supposed o keop 1 organteed.
| was too busy running the
contvnts of my wardrobe
through my hcad. | already
had 100 many whitcs, and quite
a low blues, so these colours
were  eliminated. Maybe
something lemon would be
nice, definficly a pasicl shadc
— somcthing Noral? Not em-
brotdcred . Block-printed per-
haps? The chotees we have o
make thesc days!

It was unbchievable that we
were already oulside my [a-
vorile boutique. Where had the
Hme gone? The owner grected
us with a smilc and proceeded
1o show hor display. As | gared
al onc beautiful gaury kameez
aflter another, | carrted on the
mental debate and began to
panic. And constantly re-
minded myscll of my budget.
Why is it that cverything | like
is always way over {17

Finally, aflter much delib-
cration and two trals, | madce

chotce (with the approval
ol my mother, of course) and
woe managed 1o make it back
home a good hall hour before
Iflaar, the main event of the
day. There was no more time
for rest as woe gol caught in the
rush of preparing flaar. | had
the honour of making the le-
monade, that cool, refreshing
drink with which we always
broke our last. Other aromas of
cooking and [rying peculiar to
this month waited around our
kitchen. Why do we never eat

cred beguine at any other time
of the year? or the crisp
and alunf? Why is there a :
din increase in the sale of
sticky, hot jelapf? And to top it
all off. there is either halim or
chatpati or dahfbara and the
constant presence of bhuna
chola and murl, not to forget
the wsliced cucumbers and
dried dates. | can't ne
having iftaar without these
items. They have become an
integral part of Ramzaan, just
as halwas have become syn-
onymous with Shab-e-Berat,
and painted cggs with Easter,
It is almost time and my
family gathers around the
table. We hear the azaan ploaft-
ing up in the dusk afr and with

always manage to average at
iftaar, unable to resist the food
spread oul before me. Finally |
lcin back, satiated, as a wave of
lethargy sweeps aover me and |
finally let go the tenstons of
the day .

Another day of Ramzaan
with its lesson a self-control
and abstainmen! has

-

spirtt to celebrate

The Power Of My Brother

AST time when | visit-

ed England to spemt my

- summcr vacation at
Auntic's place at Bath Terrace

of South East of London 1 met |

with an English tcacher. He
was our neighbour and a very
close [riend of my uncle. ]
liked him a lot. He knew lots
of wonderful stories. | often
visiled him; when onc day he
told me a story of his retarded
little brother Oliver. It's not
only a story but a truc as well
as a sad onc.

And | thought it would be
better if |1 write exactly the way
Christopher Vinck (English
icacher) told me. Although at
tertain points | added some
information about Christopher
Vinck.

"He was the most helpless
human | ever met. But we were
blesscd with his prescnce.”

in the housc where | grew
up, my brother was on hhinﬂll

in his bed for almost 33 years,

by Nusrat Ahmed Tanni

tin the same corncer of his
roouy, under the same window,
beside. the and pink
walls, Oliver was blind and
mute. His lcgs were twisted.
e didn't have the strength to
lit his head or the intelligence
to learn anything.

Today | am an English
teacher, and cach time | in-
troduce my class to “The
Miracle Worker™, a about a
blind and deal Helen Keller, |
tell my students about Oliver.
Onece a boy raised his hand and
said, "Oh, Mr Vinck, you mean
he was a vegetable?”

| stammered for a fow scc-

‘onds. My family and [ fed

Oliver. We changed his dia-
pers, bathed him, tickled his
chest to make him laugh. We
listened to him laugh as we
watched television downstairs.
We listened to him as he
rocked his arms up and down
to make the bed squeak. We
listecned to him eough In the
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"l called him Oliver, my’
brother. You would have liked
him.

When my mother was preg-
nant with Oliver, she was over
come by f[umes from a leaking
coal-burning stove. My [ather
pulled her outside, where she
revived cuickly. .

On April 20, 1956, Olfver
was born. A healthy-looking,
plump, beautiful boy. A fcw
months later my mother
brought him to a window and
held him in the sunlight
Oliver looked directly into the
sun and my mother rcalized
that her baby was blind. My
parcenits learned, with the
Eululng months. That

lindncss was only part of the
problem.

The doctor at ML 'Sinai
llospital in New York City told
my mother and [ather there
was absolutely nothing that
could be done for Oliver. Ile
didn't want my parents to
grasp al false hope. "You could
i;:c him in an institution”, he

But he is our son”, my par-
ents replied. "We will Lake
Oliver home, of course.”

The good doctor answered,
"Then take him home and love
him”. :

We'd wrap a box of baby ce-
real for Oliver at christmas and
place it under the tree. We'd
pat his head with a dump cloth
in the middle of a July hcat
wave. His baptismal certificate
hung on the wall above his
head. A bishop came to the
house and confirmed him.

Even now, after his death,
Oliver remains the wcakest,
most hclpless human being
ever met, and yet he was onc
of the most powerful, he could
do absolutely nothing cxcept
breathe, sleep and eat: yct he
was responsible for love,
courage and insight.

When 1 was small my
mother would say, "lsn't f{t
wonderful that you can sce?”
Once she said, "when you go to
heaven, Oliver will run 1o you
and embrace you. And he will
say, "Thank you". | remember,
too, that my mother explained
now we were blessed with
Oliver in ways that were not
clear to her first.

So often parents arc faced
with the problem of scverely
retarded child who is also hy-
peractive, demanding or wild,
who necds constant care. So
many people have little choice
but to place their child in as
institution.

We were fortunate that
Oltver didn't need us o be in
his room all day. lle never
knew what his conditon was.
We were blessed with his
presence, a lrue presence of
peace.

# Eid Mubarak

To my best Jriend and ‘Ll
sis Karnta with lois of love, hugs
and kisses.

Simon

* Flzz E,

Blood is thicker than water.
It's still moving in there. A-
level resulis are coming
college responses are
coming. Have a Happy 19th
BIRTHDAY? t

Sags

#* Dearest Flzz,

A [riend is one who knows
your faults yet loves you in
spite of your virtues. Enjoy
your birthday.

A Friend

* Dear Fizzy,

The years are really flying,
aren’t they? If you need
someone to lean on
(literally and metaphori-
cally) you know who (o call!
Bul have a great birthday

anoayl!

Love
Jucly

#* Dear Flzz{ rooni,

All the ‘good times, all the
bad times, through thick,
through thin, I'll be there
Jor what (t's worth.

Happy 19th!

Loue
Stu’

w Dear Kodu

Naku is in love with you

From ‘Baikr

# Dear Stubborn Miss
Wondering.

Yes, | am on a diet, Last
rnight 1 had 3 pizzas (thick
crusts), 2 litres of ice cream, 5
gallons of coke, 3 plates of
biryant and a doxzen servings of
rhalpatl. Ok doke.

Alsan

#* Goods,

Fm sizzling at the prospect
of dinner,

Gaw

# Dear Secrel Admirer of
Kalim Khan

Get a life!

Not-So-Secret, Non
Admirer of Secret Admirer of
Kalin Khan.

# Eid Mubarak io all the
menibers of the Rising
Siars.

From

Sunua

& [Dear Kalim. K,
Are we an llem yet 77
Guess who !

| Global Awareness

by Tadib Mugtada

VER the last fcw deca-
des the pcople and the
counirics of the world
are coming clostr and closer
through  trade, political and
cultural ex . There are
scveral major problems and
concerns which would require
collective cflorts to solve
thesc. The [irst step is surely
Lo raise Global Awareness.
One of the major problems
is the environmenltal problem.
Pollution is one of the impor-

tant topics in the world.
Dumping wasies, oil spills and
global warming are all major
problcms of pollution. Il a rich
coun wanis to keep itsclf
clcan then {t will dump their
wastes in poorer countrics or
in the occan. When that coun-
try dumps their waste in the
rer country that country

s clean but the rer
country all the garbage.
The garbage also kills all the
fishes and birds in the walcr.
The rich countries arc also
mainly responsible for the re-

lease of CFC [carbolluoroe-

prolect the global climate
and flora and fauna of the
world.

Global awarcness is also
nceded to fight poverty. Morc

the countries should get
united and help the poor peo-
ple. "WE ARE TIHE WORLD"
was a concert organized lo
raise awarencss o show
that Africa was slarving.
Similarly all countries should
be aware that they should
spend less moncy on arms and
nuclear rs and more on
the welfare of the people. We
should also get united to fight
killer disecases like aids,
cancer and drug addiction.

éo global awarencss is
needed to keep the Earth
clean and peaceful.
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What Someone Said When
He Was Spanked

- by Md Tawfiq Faizur Rahman
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Some day I may, -
Pack my bag and run away.
Someday, | may, -
But not today.
Some night I might,
Slip away in the moonlight.
. I might, some night,
But not tonight.

Some night, some day
I might, I may
But right now [ think

I will stay.

e
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Sorry Mr. J Alamgir

by Tasin Ahmed
HOUGH | am fond of and wherever any dcbates
your articles and read  were held, they were civilized
all of them, but | will and controlled. | would also

have to proicst against your
recently published article “Are
girls dangerous™? for several
reasons.

You directed that girls are
some how dangerous. But to
my knowlcdge | think it is
known to all that t are nat-
uraly soft and harmiess. They
have a very soft heart and they
also have a very strong éon-
scious about creating any dan-
gerous situation, It fs

for them to do such
thins. They have feelings for
cveryone, cverywhere. So
quest about their nature

is simply idiotic.

You said that controlling Lhe

girls in any debate champi-
onship is sccond next to im-
posstble. But for your kind in-
formation | would like to say
that this is not right. Whencver

like 1o add that talking about
their indisciplined manner in
a debate championship is a
blatart Fe.

You humiliated them by
caliing them ferocious and
writing about them so strongly.
You know that our present
situation of relationship with
the girls are in a stable manncr
and we have started thinking
about them as our own. But
talking against them at this
moment can hammer this rela-
tionship and hamper the
progress of unity. So please for
the sake of unity and to keep
you name "Shahruk Khan" (that
is what the girls call you)
don't write ing such bilost
anymore. Orcise you will have
to face the future carth, full of
your bad dream™Dangerous
Girls."

£
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Q1. Who planned the city of Washington D C ?

Q2. What is archivology?

Q3. Who was Lhe last monarch of
Q4. What is the highest military

Egypt ?
decoration of India ?

@5. Which country is called "Golden Peninsula™?
Q6. In history, what was the site of the naval victory of

octavian over mark An
Q7. Which planet is

Q8. What is the name of the Ia
@9. Where is Admiralty Range?

after the Roman
rgest rodent?

god of the sca?

Q10. What is meant by auld-farrant?

Answer for 6,3,93

Lewis Carroll.
Bull Fighting Matador.
Wicket pitch 22 yards.
When a gun is

one killed.

red, all the crows fly away, except the

potential differcnces

across two points of an electrical circuit,

Howe in 19486.
Vasco Da Gama.
Because it is

1
2
3
4
5. An instrument to measure the
6.
i
B.
9.

porous due to capillary action.
Statue of Liberty (New York).

10. Accra.

Answers for 27.2.93

1. Light and shade.

2. Cornclivs Van Drebbels.

3. Myanmar.

4. In the Pyrences range of mountains in France.
5. Cetology.

6. Statford-on-Avon.

7. Verkhoyansk (USSR).

8. For its ganmbling tables and car race.
9 T76 IC

10. Its the centre of diamond mines.

JOKES

A man was deal, but
couldn't afford to buy a hearin
aid, so he hung a piece n%
string over his car.

"Do you hear better with
that string over your ear?” a
[rend asked.

"No,” said the man,
people shout at me now.”

"but

Policeman: Do you know you
were doing ninety miles an
hour, son?

New driver: That's great — |
only passed my test this mom-
ing

WE'VE BEEN OUT WERE FoR
WHALE-WNTING For wougs
ARD 1 HAVEN'r EVEN gapn
A B/NGLE WNALE g1,




