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15 killed in Pun_liab ¢ R

ing 10 militants, were killed in the (roubled north Indian
state of Punjub during the last four days, reports Pl from
New Delhie

Three hardeore militants of Bhindranwale Tigers Foree ol
Khalistan (BTKF) and a police constable were killed in an ¢n
counter in Kurukshetra district of tlaryana whilc. four nili
tanls were killed in two separate encounters in Punjab since
Sunday night

Superintendent of Police of Kurukshetra district S K Dhul
lold reporters that the slain militants identified as Hardip
Singh, Sajjan Singh and Gurmit Singh wcrc involved in aboul
200 killings in the arcas of Uttar Pradesh and lHaryana.

Scven persons including three militants were killed while
an arrested militants managed to escape from police custody
in scparate incidents in Punjab since Monday night.

L] L4 . -
Indonesia's ministers sworn in:
Indoncsian President Suharto Friday swore in members of the
41-member cabinet that will assist him in leading the world's
fourth larges nation in the next five ycars, reports AFP [rom
Jakarta.

In the ecremony hcld at Jakarta's Merdeka palace, 36
Muslims, two Protestants, one Roman Chatholic and onc
[lindu took the oath according to their respective religions.

A total of 22 names from the outgoing administration [ailed
to reappear in the new line up announced by Suhario late
Wednesday.,

The new cabinet excluded Suharto's long time weslern-
cducated and Christian-dominated economic team lcad by
Berkeley-graduate Radius Prawiro, as well as Delence
Minister Benny Murdani and Coordinating Minister for
Political and Security Affairs Sudomo who are also both non-
Muslims. :

- . -
G-7 ministers to meet in Tokyo :
Group of Seven Finance and Foreign Ministers will convene in
Tokyo on April 19 or 20 lo discuss aid to Russia, Japancsc
press reporis said Friday, rcports AFP from Tokyo.

Japanesc officials said the date would be fixed during the
middle of next weck, after vice foreign minister llisashi
Owada returns from the United Stales, probably via Paris
where he would mect French officials over the weekend.

BBut the meeting will probably take place in Tokyo, al the
ministerial level and, if possible, ahead of the Russian rcler-
endum sct for April 25, and officials source said. _

it would be a G-7 show of support for Russian President
Boris Yeltsin's reforms, which are under severe attack from
hardliners in Moscow, the source said.

Japan s hosting the annual G-7 cconomic summil in
Tokyo on July 7-9, the group also includes Brilain, Canada,
France, Germany, Italy and the United Stales.

UK journalist held in Algeria :

The chiefl of bureau for the London-based news agency
Reuters was arrested by Algerian police and held for 24 hours
for schnding an erroneous story about the assassination of a

government minister, the agency's office in Algicrs said

Thursday, rcports AP.

. John Daggaley was charged

with "spreading false ncws’

and "offense to a public institution,” according to the burvau.
He will face a court hearing Saturday and could have his
journalist's credentials revoked.
The charges stemmed from a story sent Tucsday by
Baggalcy tn which he quoted the police militia as saying thal
Sports Minister Abdelkader Khomiri had been assassinated.

UN completes demarcation
of Irag-Kuwait borders

GENEVA, Mar 19: A United
Natiops Commiission ¢com-
plcicd the demarcation of the
land and sea borders between
Iraq and Kuwait on Thursday,
UN offlicials * said, reporls
Reuler,

The UN Iraq-Kuwait Boun-
dary Demarcation Commission
said in a statement it had fixed
the coordinates of the future
sen border along a median line
of the Khor Abdallah waterway.
Il decided last year on the land
border between  the two coun-
trics.

Officials said h]‘aq, a mem-
ber of the commission. did not
lake part in the four days of
talks.

The commission said it be
licved fis definition of the sea
border would ensure that both
couniries has fair navigational
acccess 1o their respective ter-
ritorics.

The commission was sct u
in mid- 1991, a few months al-
ler US-led forees drove lraqi
troops from Kuwail alter a
scven -month eccupation

It will hold its 10th scasion
in late April before giving its

final report to UN Scerclary-
Gomeral Boutros [hulm-ﬂh;{l.

AFP adds from Manama: UN
iarms inspectors on Thursday
cnded a week-long visit to lrag
delighted with the results of
their latest mission 1o strip
the country of weapons of mass
destruction.

US tcam leader David Franz
said his group of 19 chemical,
biological and ballistics experts
had "a very inlcresting mis
sion” and he praiscd the
“super job of the team’”.

llc also told reporiers on
arrival in Bahrain, headquar-
ters for United Natlons inspec-
llon teams in Iragq, there had
been "no harassment at all”
from Iragi officials or military
personnel.

"I don’t believe my team
was in danger at any time,”
sald Franz. “In most cases, the
iragis gave me answers (o my
qucstions,

'revious inspection lcams
had complained of threats and
cfloris to hamper their UN
nuindated missions under Gulf
War ceasclire terms.

Allow N-inspectors

31, IAEA tells DPRK

VIENNA, Mar 19 The
International Atomic Encrgy
Agency (LAEA) Thursday gave
North Koreca until March 3] o
allow international tnspectors
to visil two controversial nu-
clear sites, reports AFP

The deadline, already set at
an |AEA meecting on February
25. was conflirmed by an
CIMET meeting of 35 IAEA
directors conve after North
Korea's decision to withdraw
from the nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT)

The decision came amid
unconfirmed rumours that
Pyongyang was reconsidering
its decision, which included a

refusal to allow inspeciors ac-
cess to the lwo sites at
Yangbyon, north of Pyongyang.

North Korea is suspected of
devcloping a nuclear weapon,
and Washington and Seoul have
been pressuring Pyongyaig
allow IAEA inspoctions as well
as Soulh Korean inspoclions
under an inter-Korcan accord
signed last year,

The agency suspocts Lhat

the two sites are holding liqguid |

and solid nuclcar wasie.

But the North Korcans in-
sist the two siles arc uscd only
for military pu and arc
not invelved with nuclcar op-
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'Sharif jeopardises ties with India

Pakistan in danger of turning

to fundamnsm: B

LONDON, Mar 19: Pakistani
opposition leader Benazir
3hutto accuscd the govern-
ment of Thursday of economic
mismanagement and said
Pakistan was in danger of dis-
integrating into fundamental-
ism, reporis Reuter,

1 am deeply concerned
aboul the state of democracy in
PPakistan,” she saild in a
strongly worded address to
forcign journalists in London.

She sald Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharil was falling to
provide even a semblance of
good government, damagin
the country economically an
politically and jeopardising re-
lations with neighbouring
powcrs fncluding India.

Pakistanis were becoming
cynical about democracy itsell

and were in danger of turning

to Islamic fundamentalism
famned by a government which,
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shiv safd, cxploited old reli-
tious hatred to cover ils mis-
management.

"No criteria of good gov-
¢rnment has been employed,”
the [ormer prime minister
said of the coalition Islamic
Democratic Alliance which

deleated her Pakistan People's
’arty in 1990 elections which
she says were rl :

Bhutto, 39, in her first pub-
lic remarks since having her
third child in a London hospi-
il last month and them un-

dergoing an operation to re-

move her gall bladder, accused
Sharifs government of faiting
the people of Pakistan,

She said it had reversed the
¢cconomic and social progress
of her 1988-90- government,
investment, health, education
and reform for women had
been reversed in three years,
she said, and crucial relations
with India had becn ’

President Ghulam Ishaq
‘Khan dismissed Bhullo's 20-
month government over allega-
tions of massive bribery and
corruption charges always de-
nicd by Bhutto.

Bhutto said a rundown in

enazir

forcign exc reserves had
badly weakend the Pakistan
cconomy and it would collapse
il only a third of foreign in-
vestors withdrew their money.

Privatisation programmes
had been df not to pro-
mote wider share ownership
and fnvestment but to ‘heit
government “cronies who pic
up the institutions at throw-
away prices.”

Asked i she believed her
party would win fresh clec-
tions, Bhutto said she thought
Pakistan was for a return
of the liberal, reformist plat-
form espouscd by her and her
father Zullikar AH Bhullto,
hanged by a military govern-
ment in 1979.

"It is just a question of fair
clections because the people of
Pakistan have made up their
minds,” she said.

'NATO ready to make Albania ‘a

partner' for security in Balkans

TIRANA, Mar 19: NATO
Sccerctary-General Manfred
Woerner, here on the first-
cver visit to Albania by a leader
of the Atlantic Alliance, said
today that NATO was ready Lo
make Albania "a partner” in
tackling security problems in
Europe and particularly in the
Balkans, reports AFP. '

"Albania may well be a small
country but it has an important
role to play,” Woerner told the
Albanian Parliament on the
sccond day of his three-day
visit to this former Bastion of
Stalinism.

He said NATO sought to
"extend the hand of coopera-
tion” and to help Albania 'to
build modern armed forces
that can not only preserve your
indcpendence but also be our
partners in upholding coopera-
ttve security in Europe.” ~

Wocrner, who was wel-

comed on Thursday by
President Saili Berisha, said
“The success of Albania's in-
ternal reform programme and
the policy it spursucs vis-a-vis
its neighbours have a signili-
cance cxtending far beyond
your borders.”

He said NATO wanled to
"encourage” Albania's "aclive
participation in the search for
sccurily and stability in the
Balkans.”

He praiscd Albania for
showing restraint in Lhc
Yugoslav conflict despilc “your
understandable concern al the
fate of cthnic Albanians outside
your country”— a clcar rcfor-
ence lo tension in Scrbias
predominantly Albanian Kosovo
province.

He expressed concern that
the Yugoslav conflict might
spill over into ncigbhbouring
countrics, adding that Albania's

policy of restraint “has been a
vital Jactor in preventing the
Yugoslav conflict bccoming
¢ven more dangerous.”

"An explosion ol violence in
Kosovo could, by spreading the
conllict, constitule a scrious
threat to international peace
and sceurity,” Woerner said.

NATO, he said “will support
the international cfforts™ 1o
stop that happening and was
“replying on Albania lo con-
tinuc ils constructive and reas-

suring diplomacy.”

lle said NATO was
“espuecially pleased thal Albania
has agreed to cooperate fully
with NATO" in c¢nlorcing
United Nations sanclions
against Yugoslavia. Ile said
NATO was Talready helping to
implement™ UN decisions on
Yugoskivia

TBILISI, Georgia, Mar 19:
Georgia has accusced Russia of
stirring war in thc Transcauc-

asus by supporling separatisis
fn an assault on the capftal of

the HBlack sea region of
Abkharia, reports Reuter.

But the Russian Defence
Minisicr denied the charges
and denounced Georgla for
what he called "Hes and provo.
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cation” aimed at smearing the
Russian armed forces.

Russian rs in the
region alse proclaimed their
nculrality but vowed to hit
back if attacked.

The events of recent days
in Abkhazia confirm that
Russia is ¢ the scope
of ils undeclared war against
Georgia,” read an appeal on
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experts, flown in from Bomba)

collect specimens March 18 to try and establish the cause
of the explosions in Bow Bazar March 16

— AFP/UNB photo

accuses Russia of
Abkhazian rebels

Thursday by the Georgian par-
Maument to the United Nations.

Fighting in the volatile re-
gion flared last week after
months of uneasy clam when
rebels attacked the capilal
Sukhumi. Bul the Georgian
army said on Thursday it had
halted the scparatist offensive.

Georgian military sources
said 35 soldicrs and 50 civil-
jans in Sukhumi were killed
and more than 60 wounded.
They satd at least 300 Abkh-
aztans were killed or wounded.

The Georglan appual, also
addressed to the Russian and
other parliaments, said
Russia's position was “opunly
lﬂﬂ?m_ and almoed ul SLUPE -
rating Abkhazia from Georgia.

It would accusations by Guo-
rgian leader Eduard Shevard-
nadze that Russian Lroops and
citizens were backing the
rebels in the conflict. which
erupled last August when the
Abkhazian parliament voted for
greater autonomy.

Russian Delencc Minister
Pavel Grachev retorted by say-
ing the Georglan governuwint
was waging war againsl its own
pe:rk. ltar-Tass ncws ageney

Kerala govt won't
allow Advani
to address rally

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
Mar 19: The Kerala govern-
ment would not permit BJP
leader, L K Advani to address
the party’'s rally at Kozhtkode
on March 26, he Chief
Minister, K Karunakaran told

the State Assembly today, re- |

poris PT1.
The decision to stall the
meeting was taken tn view ol

Gunmen kidnap
Spanish priest
in Philippines
ZAMBOANGA (Philippincs),
Mar 19: Unidentified gunmen
kidnapped a Spanish Roman
Catholic priest in a Muslim-
dominated province in the
southern Philippines, police
said Friday, reports AP,

It was the third kidnapping
of a Spanish cleric in the
southern Philippines, this ycar.

An Amcrican missionary was
also scized in the same area Ist

Police said two men fagged
down Rev Bernardo Blanco and
took him and his jecp al gun-
point at 3:30 pm {0730 GMT)
Thursday in a village ncar
Lantawan town on the island
province of Basilan oll this
southern port city, B80 kilo-
meters (850 miles) south ol
Manila.

Blanco, 65, of Alisic in the
Spanish .province of Zamora,

to the Clarctian order
and is the parish pricst of
Hmmmtamn- e has
been on for at lcast 16
years, a member of the mission
in Manila said.

Bush, Barbara
in Washington

WASHINGTON, Mar 19:
George and Barbara Bush re
turncd to Washingion Thurs-
day for the [irst lime since
Inauguration Day to accept an
award and visil their pregnant
daughter, reporters AP.

The former president was
o reeetve the James Forrestal
award from the National
Securily Industrial Association,
a group of 364 dcfence-ori-
cnted companics. Former
President Dwight D Eisen-
hower was the association's
only previous presidential
winner.

The award, named for a
former sccrctary of defence,
has been given annually since
1954 to an Amcrican whosc
lcadership has promoted sig-
nificant understanding and co-
opcration between  industry
and ment in the inler-
est of national sccurity.

Lankan planes
raid LTTE
targets

COLOMBO, Mar 19: Air
force today carried out
a scries of raids on suspected
Tamil Tiger guerilla targets in
northern Shri Lanka amid a
build-up of rebel forces in the

region, military sources said, -

AFP,
Ground attack aircrafll
bombed a su base of
the Liberation of Tamil

Eelam (LTTE) in ltichankulam
in Vavu district within a
day of similar attacks in -
bouring Mannar district,
sources said.

It was not immediately
clcar f there had been ca-
sual ties as a result the
stcpped up alr raids which
ciame a a rcported heavy

bufld up of LTTE gucrillas in

Eid-ul-Fitr coinciding with the | the Jaffna peninsula, further to

day of the rally.

the north.

Timorese rebels
kill students,
soldiers

JAKRTA, Mar 19 Eas!
Timorese rebels have shot and
killed two soldicrs and two
students in the former
Portuguese colony. the armed
forces headquarters said
Friday. reports AP

it said the four were shot
Wednesday night in Los Palos,
about 180 kilometers (112
mifics] easi of the East Timor
capital of Dili.

The students, from Jakarta
and Surakarta Central Java,
were conducting compulsory
ficid work in East Timor. the
army said, without releasing
deiafls on the two scldiers.

| military
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US, allies moving t

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 19
Outraged by new Serb aerial
allacks on Muslims, the Unt-
ted States, Britain and France
AT nmring to enforee a ban on

ights owver Bosnia,
diplomats said Thursday,
reporis AP

France met with diplomats
from Russia, the United States,
fritain and Spain on Thursday
and told them it would circu-
late a draft resolution in the
Securily Council late this
woeek, according to diplomats
who spoke on condition of
arony mily

The resolution suggesis en-
forcement of the no-fly zone
set up by the 156-nation

| Security Counefl in October,

they natd .

In Parts, Foreign Minister
Roland Dumas said his gov
crnment was pushing toward
having the resclution adopted,
perhaps next week.

The zone had been violated
465 Umes, according to the
Uniled Nations

But the first violation trvolv-
ing a bembing occurred
Saturday, when small planes
bombed Muslim villages in
castern Bosnia and then fled
townrd Serb-ruled Yugoslavia.

The Security Council con
demned the raid on
Wednesday and asked for
Scrbs 1o explain. Yugosiavias
foreign minister, Viadislav
Jovanovic, denied his country

had anything to do wilth the
raid

On Thursday, Besnias UN
ambassador also accuscd four
Serbian planes of bombing vil
lages in Lthe arca again, on
Wednesday night. lie had no
details, and the council was in
vestigalting the report,

In the past, two dispulcs
among Seccurity Coundil mem
bers have delayed enforcement
of the no-lly zone.

The United Statcs has
wanied o give 10 days notic
bofore enforeement would Lake
elfect, while the French have
wanled three to four wocks,
the diplomats said

Iin addition, the Anwricans
wanted to include procmplive

strikes against Scrbian air-
ficlds, from which altacks
against Muslim enclaves have
been launched.

A Sarajevo report says |
Serbs are blocking UN food
convoys Lo Srebrenica and two
other Muslim cnclaves, whore

amudlnhptrnﬂ'ﬁwr-hr
" two days of hcavy Scrb
shelling. but Serb gunncrs sub-
jected Sarajeve te onc of Lhe

worst assaults of 1the 11
month old Bosnian war

Under UN ressure,
Bosnian Serbs alkrand
the three blocked CONVOY s

into Bosnta. But they then
stoppad all three, demonstrat
ing their hold over much of
vastern Dosnin regardiess of
inlcrnationnl criticism and
puace talks in New York

No aid has reached
Srcbrenica by land since Dec.
10 Many of the refugecs are
living in the open, and four
peoplc were reporied killed
Wednesday gun and knife

lights over airdropped US
foodd
The main mossage from

here is that somwone has to
siop the Serbs from advanc-
ng.” said Larry Hollingworth, a
UN rcfugee official, by ham
radio from Srcbrenica. “Like
somc ovil jmbberwocky. they

o enforce 'nofly zone' in Bosnia

must be stopped”.

Gun. Ph _
conmander in [oshik sakd one
ul

Srebrenica,
Friday morming,

kave Srebrentea until ald gets
i, the wounded can e cvacu:
alvd, a ceasc-Nire is established
mud UN military obsorwrs are
in plwee,

Gorasde alse wiiv blocked, |
wkd Dosnia s dupuly prosident,
dup Gande, |

whilke., annodnced iy would
sl UP R MWW alr corridor

m;ib htak‘lrd Tuzla

PARIS: A model presents a random-pleated and twisted
taffeta ensemble with bouncing spiral head pieces for the
1993/84 Fall/Winter ready-to-wear collection by lssey
Miyake March 17. .

Comedian marries mother
of his two children

NEW YORK: Actor-comedian Eddie Murphy marricd his
longtime girlfriend and the mother of his two children,
model Nicole Mitchell, at a lavish wedding Thursday evening,
rcports AP.

The ceremony at the Plaza Hotel ncar Central Park was
planned for 500 guests, including Quincy Jones, Donald
Trump, Bruce Willis, Bill Murray, Arscnio Hall. Robert
Townsend. Steic Wonder, Wayne Newion, Queen Latifah
Sugar Ray Leonard and Paramount head Sherry Lansing

Murphy, the 31l-year-old star of "Beverly Hills 'Cops
“Trading Places™ and other movies, met Miichell five ycars
ago. They have two children — daughter Bria, 3. and son
Myles, 4 months.
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Clinton a mine of jokes

WASHINGTON: Hf his curreni garccr doesn't wark put,
President Clinton might consider stand-up comeody
AP, g '

Clinton unlcashed a bar- § - =
rage of sarcastic one-liners |
ridiculing the media @
Washington politics andf = - &
himsellfl Thursday night at f
the annual Radio andf &
Television Correspondents §|°
Association dinner. ks
“If | kept going I'd give you} =
150 jokes, 150 specific o0 o
jokes guaranteed Lo reduce | o
the humour deficit, which | g
is crippling this country, |
and denying us control of § 4
our futurc, jokes that wc
could pass on to our chil
dren,” he said, slipping into
an imitation of his own earmsl Canpaigin Vol

His monologue rolled for about 10 minutes, anl e« fowd
roared as the president roasted his young stall, Ross Perol

and his own idiosyncrasies.

Silicone breast implant may

harm immune system

DETROIT: A Dow Corning Corp. study on laboratory rals
found a possible link between silicone gel breast implants and
immune systent irrcgularities, the company said Thursday,

AP,

“If it can happen with animals, can it happen with hu
mans? We're doing additional research to try to answer that,
Dr Myron Harrison, Dow Corning's chic[ medical officer. said
ina interview.

Harrison emphasized that the gel didnt cause discase in
rats, it stimply caused the immune system (o react morc
s
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Between 3.500 and 4.000 women have [iled lawsuils
the Midland-based company, many claiming the im
have caused auto-immune discase, where the immung

overly activated and attacks its own body s hcalthy

Psychiatrists clear him
of sex abuse charge

NEW HAVEN, Conn: Woody Allen said Thursday that a team
of child abuse experts cleared him of Mia Farrow s alicgation
that he sexually abused their adopted 7-ycar-old daughicr,

AP,

Allen. 57. was accused of molesting the child, Dyl
August at the r home of Farrow, Allen s companmwi
and favourite leading lady for 12 years before a bitter splil last
summer.

plants
system
tissue.

Kazakh President
for stronger
CIS ties

MOSCOW Mar 19 Kazak-
hstan Presidept Nursultan
Nazarbayey on Thursday called
for an early summit of kaders
of the Commonwcalth of
hode peadent States, bolstering
an nppeal for stronger CLS tes
mady one day varhor by Russ-
tan Presidint Boris Yolisin
reports AFP

In a tclegram sent to the
[ussian leader. Nowarbayey said
a sununit mocting should be
hoeld at the end of March or In
early April te “prescrve and
develop mutual cooperation,
Mad a commonway oul of the
cennonine erists and re-estab
lishr pupturce ties, Interfax

re ported.

In & French TV intervicw,
Morillon, the LN

stalled convoys, to
should arrive

the

Morillon has vowed ol o

Convoys fur Tuzla and

UN peacckeopers, nean:

be
-ilndl

. AFP/UNB }JhUh'i 1




