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Raid on Street Vendors

We have two views on the police on the
street vendors of certain areas of Dhaka last
Thursday. only a few days before Eid. One view is
that it was a nec action. who has
visited Baitul Mukarram, Motijheel and Gulistan
areas recently will agree that footpaths no-longer
belonged to the pedestrians and were under

rmanent occupation of the street vendors.

tories have it that 'possessions’ of these spaces
are 'sold’ to the highest bidders by the local mas-
tans who take protection money [rom the users.
This m. though acute as it is, became more
s0 during the days of Ramadan when Eid shop-
ping reached its peak. Street vendors, in search
ol a place to sell their wares occupied the footh-
paths in increasing numbers leading to a situation
that forced pedestrians to abandon the sidewalks
and use the main roads for walking from one
place to another,

However. there is another view on the same
action. This apparently well justified action of the
police has allegedly a more shady side to it. It has
been alleged that the step against the street ven-
dors by the police resulted from the refusal of
certain vendors (o pay a 'toll' to the police for the
use of the munictpal space. We would like to be-
lieve that such allegations are not true. However,
the selective approach of the police in removing
street vendors naturally gives rise to such suspi-
cions. There is also the question of the
of the move. Why during the peak shopping
season?

Given the fact thal a serious doubt has arisen
in the public mind as to the real purpose behind
these unplanned police raids, the police authority
or the Home Ministry should investigate
the matter and try to remove these suspicions.
There is also the added question .of what
the police does with the seized items. Quite olten
we hear reports of police and Custom offi-
cials raiding shops to recover smuggled goods
— the most popular being sarees. But we never
hear anything as to what becomes of them.

This again leads to further suspicion about these
raids.

While being [ully supportive of all attempts to
conlain smuggling and to clear up our foothpaths
for the use ol the pedestrians, we are of the view
that vendors themselves are enltitled to some
rights which are being denied to them. To seize
their inventory is, in many cases, to make them
{otal destitutes. Why are we turning these small
traders into deslitutes? Don't we have enough of
them already? Then again these street vendors
represent cerlain activities which are good
for the economy. Just as, on the one hand, the
present situation is quite untenable, so, on the
other, the whimsical and arbitrary repressive
measures against the vendors are counterproduc-
tive and unjustified. Street vending could be
looked upon more posilively and perhaps some
sort of licensing mechanism could be set up
which would reduce the number of such people
on the streets, earn some money for the hard
pressed municipalily and provide these enter-
prising people with some regular outlet for their
business.

Sarees — Local and
Foreign

The sporadic clashes that broke out between
shopkeepers on the one side and law enforcing
agencies and Customs officials on the other is far
from a pleasant sight and, more importantly,
happy development. More so if this is considered
against the backdrop of the sagging economy. No
doubt about the Customs people's right to swoop
on items illegally procured for sale in the market.
The illegal procurement does not necessarily
mean the shopkeepers' direct involvement in
black-marketing of the banned but highly coveted
goods. What in the first place is questionable is
the decision to ban something in high demand in

the market. The argument put forward in this -

connection is to provide the local factories or in-
dustries protection.

Apparently, this looks to be a step designed
to protect the national interests as such. But
a closer analysis shows how flawed the argument
is. The contentious issue on Wednesday was the
sale of sarees allegedly foreign, more precisely
‘Indian, made. The shopkeepers stand by their
claim that the sarees the Customs oflicials came
lo seize were of local origin. Whether the sarees
in question were local or foreign made cannot
be ascertained now, for things have taken a
different turn by the time. But one thing is
absolutely clear that the legal cover intended
to stop smuggling of Indian sarees into the
country's markets has miserably failed. Not
only is there demand for Indian sharees by
our consumers, but they also procure those

anyhow.

All this has set into motion a host nf distoriing
- forces. But the number one bad impact certainly
is non-receipt of a considerable sum of revenue
by the government in the absence of legal import
of the itemm. Smuggled as the sarees are, they just
contribute to black money, putting our local-
made ones into further ulzlr competition. Legal
import, moreover, could provide our local textile
industry with competition necessary for improv-
ing design, texture and quality of sarees. In this
connection, it is worth mentioning that some lo-
cal varieties favourably compare with the Indian-
made clothes. It is not totally uncommon that
sometimes the local sarees are passed oll as
Indian ones with a higher price tag. Therelore, it
becomes quite clear that the clamour by the local
mill-owners for protection from Indian rivals -is
based on a wrong . Instead of protecting
our national or even local textile industry's inter-
ests we are just doing damage to both. A fair
competition in open market will bring the best in
our eritrepreneurship and our products will enjoy

as much popularity as the imported ones, il not
more.

ILLIONS  of kilowalt

hours of hydro

clectricity can be deve
loped in the Arunachal state of
North -cast India, But there are
no consumers while West
Bengal chronically suffers from
load -shedding. It is het eco-
nomic to transfer electrieity
through Indian territory all

alo the northern barder
with . Instead, elec-
tricity should be Iuppl.bd o us

and we in turn provide our
gas-fired power to West Bengal
and beyond through a second
cast-west interconneclor
across the river Jamuna which
has already been designed and
awaiting implementation at
present. Not only that, the en-
tire merchandise trade of
Northeast India both with rest
of India as well as the world at
large can move at much less
cost through Chittagong and
Chalna for international trade
and the road and raflway links
with India on our western bor-
ders. In return, we sell our low
quality tea to India enabling
India to export her high qual-
ily tea to other countries.
France is both an cxporter and
importer of wine. We should
do the same with highly differ-
entiated commodities like tca.
There could be several such
cxamples. In a nutshell, very
many complimentarities for
trade and investment, there-
force economic growth, could
be identified between threc
geographic arcas: North-cast
India, h and rest of
India. This is the growth tri-
angle which could be pro-
moted for rapid boost in in-
vestment, trade and, there-
fore, economic growth.
Another potentially very ef-
fective growth triangle might
be (i} North-east India, (fi)
Bangladesh and (iif) Arakan
province of Burma. Rice culti-
vation promoted in Arakan
can meet the deficits of both
NE India and Bangladesh;
while timber f{rom Arakan
might promote manufacture of

furniture and other wood-

Growth Triangles in Asia

bascd products in Bangladesh
for export since labour which
ts the other significant factor
for the industry is no problem
in Ba h. As mentioned
before, the famous Assam lea
finds the global market
through Chillagong coming by
train all the way [rom the gar-
dens. This uscd 1o be the case
betore 1947 Why similar ar
rangemenis cannot be revived
now?

Basically both Arakan and
NE India are short of labour
Hence there have becen
tremendous pressures from
legal migrants of Bangladesh
Incvitably, it has generaled po
litical problems. The most ob
vious way g obviale Lthe prob-
lem is to promote triangular
trade and investmenl betwoon
these Lhree arcas through cx
ploitation and development ol
natural and other land bascd
resources and generale groalor
value-added from them tho
use of surplus labour of
Bangladesh. All the three arcas
would grow simultancously Lot
us therefore proceed [or the
growth triangle in the midst of
our poverty-ridden part ol Asia.
It is feasible provided the po
litical leadership s bold
enough to see through tnume-
diate short-run turmoils and
look for long term gains for all
of us o secure.

An innovative approagh to
triangular growlh could bc
sought among the coaslal arcas
of the Bay of Bengal:
Bangladesh, Burma and the
states of Orissa-West Bengal of
India for exploftation of ma-
rine resources and ofl-shore
petroleum; as well as mutually
beneficial processing and trad
ing arrangements. Labour in
tensive manulacturing produc-
tion developed in Bangladesh
and Burma could be linked to
the deep-sea port of

Trincomalee in Sri Lanka
which is yet another possibility

of triangular growth and devel-
opment excluding India.

Competitive Advantage

The concept of growth tri-
lnlk:n have emerged o exploil
complimentarities ol geo-
p‘lphllar}y contiguous arcas of
diflerent countries in order o
gain new markets as wcell as
competitive advantages in cx-
ports. After two decades of
sustained high growlh purior-

Asia 1o-day. In l[act, manufac
turtng growth cmn bc con
ceived as a sequence of devel-
opmuent which go through
carly intervention eof the so-
callcd foolloose indusiries.
Labour cost is the key, the tri
angle s the mechanism o re-
tain competitive advaniages of
chcap labour within the grip of
the nations by nwans of In
viestmicnt, trade and common
scrvice industrics: As for ex-
ample. manulacturing shogs is
no longer cconomic in
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mance, por capita inconw of
Singapore has now ruvachod
five digit figures; labour inlcn-

sive manufactured cxporis
canmnat be susbabned ther Ty
longor, Singaporc has  now
turned  nto a capllal-rich,
labour short cconomy. Dut in
adjacent Indonesian island of
Riau on the onc side of
Singnpore. and the southern

part of Malaya peninsula on the
othoer, labour is choap; Indus
irtal sites are plentiful and the
respuociive F'nrt rnnw nis have

come up wilth the neccssary
investment! o butld the re-
quircd infrastructures  like
clectiricitly. telecommunica
Lioh, roads and ports, housing

cle S0  Singaporc en
treprencurs and fis scrvice in
dusirics take carc of Invest
menl, design, management,
murketing and other financial
scrvices while actunl manulac
luring production lacilities are
spread out on Lhe adjoining
regions of Indonesia and
Makivysia

This is the classic cxample
ol one ol the several growth
trianghs that have conw up in

Singapore, so the labour-inten
sive manufacturing itsclf has
shifled out 1o Jhore [3aru in
Mialayasia or Riau Provinee of

 Indonesia but manulacture of

suphisticated accossorics, de
sign, product development
and marketing arc still solid
good business for high wage
Singapore economy and re-
maiincd so through the growth
triangle approach
Such manufacturc hased
growih triangles arv also leasi
ble linking Bangladcsh teon-
omy with south casl and east
Asia. As for exampic, very high
gquality leather can be pro-
duced In Bangladesh from the
avallable goal skins while In-
crcasingly high wagc
ceoninnics of Easl Asia are be-
combig uncompulitive as con
tres for manufacturing shoes
and other leather products.
Therefore it should be feasible
to locate tanneries and low-
scale leather industries in
[Jangladesh, while high quality
shoes and lcather goods are
manufactured in Thafland and
Singapore provide design,
cling scrvices as well as

accessories for the industry
developed within the proposed
so-called leather growth trian-
e

Another nﬁ: ficant ‘mﬂh
iriangle has
ing Southern Prnrﬂrhr:: nf
China, Hongkong and Tatwan
it is basically the combination
of three elements: cheap
labour of China. technology and
management of Talwan and
marketing scrvices of
Hongkong. Ethnically the same
pcople are involved within the
triangle which, in no small
measure, facilitated its emer-
gence. However, basic com-
piimentaritics or comparative
advantages must exist as
esscntial factors behind every

growth trianglc.

There are several growth
triangles at the planning stage
within South cast and East
Asia: (i) Northern Thailand,
adjoining arcas of Burma and
Yunan province of China is one
possibility where tourism will
be wery important followed by
industries based on forestry,
gems and horticulture crops;
(1t} Thailand's southern sca-
board development alms at
linking the region with
Singapore and contiguous ter-
rftories of Malayasia Iin yet an-
other growth triangle. and,
(1) the third such possibility
is the development of Tumen
river basin covering parts of
North and South Korea as well
as north cast China.

Economic Cooperation
It may be noted that the
south Asian countries are all at
similar stages of labour inten-
sive phases of export-led In-
dustrialisation. Consequently,
it may be difficult to id:ntl!z_(
the tr.pi::nl opportunities for
triangles as ts the case
among the NICs and othcr fast
growing cconomics of Asia.

Hence the emphasis should be
on the differences in resource
endowments., economic com-
plimeniarities as well as loca-
tional factors which are solid
greunds for economic coopera-
lion that serve the interests of
all the SARC countries.

In this connection, it is of
interest of south Asia to note
that North-east Asia was the
battle ground three
decades back. of it,
they are now planning the
growth t cannot
Bangladesh., India and Nepal
gcl together to develop such
river basin development? Not
only our agriculture will flour-
ish, the immense hydel power
that could be generated hold
the key to our future industri-
alisation. The Mckong River
development have created an

Antercountry body to promote

integraied development of the
adjoining regions of several
countries: Thailand, Cambodia,
Laos PDR. Vietnam and China
Again it may be recalled that
the countries named above
were fighting wars in the very
recent past. We never fought a
war with our neighbours, the
question does not arise. So,
what for is the delay? This is
the great unanswered question
of the decade of 1990s. Inspite
of being so similar, we are so
different for no good reason
whatsoever,

The delay is due to our
deep scaled compromise with
poverty. In south Asia, the only
sub-region of Asta which is not
growing, one tends to come to
the [atalistic conclusion that
we arc poor because we are
rm;r A new movement to de-
iberately promote trade and
economic co-operation is nec-
essary It cannot be at the gov-
ernment level. It must be
started by the private segfor.
Let them start a new initiative
for the south Asian develop-
ment and the governments
must follow it as the [ait ac-
compli.

Abuses Against Journalists in Mideast, S Asia Reported

by A Special Correspondent

ASHINGTON: The

threat of Islamic

fundamentalism has
increasingly been used by gov-
ernments in the Middle East
as a justification for restricting
freedom of the press, accord-
ing to a report rclu.wd March
16 by the Committee to
Protect Journalists (CPJ). The
report also states that violence
against journalists in South
Asia is on the rise.

"Attacks on the Press:
1992," documents 1,625 at-
tacks t more than 1,300
journalists and news organiza-
tions around the world — the
highest number of abuses eyer
recorded by CPJ since Hi
founding in 1981. -

Many of these attacks are
related to "ethnic, religious or
linguistic conflicts™ throughout
the world, Anne Nelson, exec-

utive director of CPJ, said dur-

ing a press briefing at the
National Press Chab.

The release of the report
was held in conjunction with
the National Press Club's
Freedom of the Press Day. The
National Press Club awarded
its annual International
Freedom of Press Award to
Taher Shriteh, a Palestinian
journalist working in the Gaza
Strip. Shriteh is a correspon-
dent for Reuters and has
worked as a stringer for The
New York Times, CBS News,
the Voice of America and the

British Broadcasting

Shritch has been arrested
three times by the lsracli gov-
ernment, the most recent ar-
rest coming days after the an-
nouncement of his the
International Freedom of the
Press Award. Accepting his
award during a luncheon re-
ception, Shriteh said he hopes
the award "sends a message to
the Isracli t to stop
harassment of Palestinian
journalists” in the West Bank
and Gara_

- CPJ documented 251 cases
of attacks against the press in
17 countries in the Middle
East and North Africa, includ-
mg detentions, legal aetions

and killings. At least 40 jour-
nalists remain imprisoned in
the region, CPJ reports.

The threat of Islamic fun-
damentalism "has increasingly
been used by Middle Eastern
regimes to justify heighiened
repression, delayed reform,
postponement and even can-
cellation of elections, and im-
its on press freedom,” the CPJ
report slates.

The governments of Algeria
and Tunisia have arrested
journalists and suspended in-
dependent papers as part of
crackdowns against Islamic
fundamentalists, CPJ rcports.
"These developments were
especially disappoinling be-
cause the governments of

-

Algeria and Tunisia had been
encouraging press libcraliza-
tion and political reform in re-
cent years,” the report slales.

Iin Egypt, the assassinalion
of Dr Farag Fouda, a columnist
and oulspoken secularisi, by
Islamic exlremists, "was usecd
as a pretexl for dralting an
anti-terrorism law and cscalal-
ing the governmenl's war
againsli its Islamist opponcnts,”
the report states.

CPJ reporis Lhat journalists
in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip "remained targcls for

censorship, harassmenl, beat- .

ing detenuon, and threals by
soldiers.”  Improvements  in
press [reedom in the occupied
territorics “were offset by the
governmenl's reaction to the
escalating violence of the
armed Islamist opponcnis of
the peacec process,” according
to the report.

"Condilions for Palcstinian
reporters covering the unrest
deterforated considerably,”
CPJ reporis. Taher Shritch
said the Israch L "is
aiming to slop thesc pcople
from reporting. . . . They want
to stop the flow of information
from Gaza Lo the world.”

Syria and Iraq contlinue Lo
exercise complele conlrol over
all media, CPJ reports. While
prisoner amncsties in Syria in-
cluded the release of scveral

journalists, “"they were quickly
replaced wilh impris-
oned journalists,” report
notes.

In lraq, Uday Saddam
Hussein, Lhe presidenis son
and owner of the ncwspapcer
daily Babil and weckly Al-
Rafidayn, was clecled prusi-
dent of Lthe Lrayi Ls as-
soclalion. This development
"symbolizes the absolule re-
pression ol independent jour-
nalism by the lragqli govern-
meni,” the report slales.

Kuwait holds the largest
number ol journalists in prison
in the region, the repert

.slales. "At least 18 joamalists.

remain in prison in Kuwait,
the second highest number in
the world,” alter China with 28
journalists in prison, CPJ re-
porls.

Many ol thesec journalists
worked for Al-Nida, the official
organ during the iragi occupa-
tion ol Kuwait. While CPJ "does
nol condonc a propaganda or-
gan, il docs notl condone how
these journalists have been
trealed,” Avner Gidron, Middle
Easl experl at CPJ, said during
the press briefing.

Violcnce against journalists
is "on Lhe rise in South Asia.”
CIJ slalcs. India is "one of the
problem spols coming along”
in this regard, Anne Nelson,
cxeculive director ol CIJ, said.

Allacks against journalists
in Indta arc not part ol "a clear
policy of governnunl repres-
slon,” Nelson said. For the
mosl part, journalisis have
been attacked during the re-
cenl scclarian violence and ri-
ols Lhroughout Lhe country,
she nuted. However, the police
in India have dcenwonstrated a
‘stance of passivity” in regards
lo these altacks, Nelson said.

“The police will stand b
and do nothing.” she said.
While CPJ "is not accusing the
aulhoritics of direct action,
passivity is a form b[ abuse in
itsell,” Nelson said.

In Kashmir, Punjab and
Assam, journalisis “confrunt
both government forces and
scparalisis militants; each sidc
warnls to control the media,”
the report states. Journalists
have becn attacked with
grenades, beaten and brutal-
ized, and the director of All-
India Radio was bcheaded by
'unjabi scparatists, CPJ re-
ports.

While journalists continuc
to be allacked and harassed in
Shri Lanka, CPJ rcports that
joumalists also "begun Lo mobi-
lize to demand the right to
work in an atmosphcre [ree of
intimidation.”

CPJ slales that government
pressure on independent pub-
lications in Pakistan has in-
creased and that security
forces have attacked journal-

ists reporting on former Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto's
activities.

Anne Nelson said CPJ plans
a fact-finding mission to South
Asia in 1994, CPJ "is eager 1o
establish additional contacts
with the local press” in India,
Pakistan and Shri Lanka, she
said. She encouraged journal-
ists in these countries to form
local press freedom associa-
tlons and document incidents
of attacks against the press.

Addressing the awards re-
ception, Terry Anderson,
former Associated Press bu-
reau chicl in Betrut and a long-
time hostage in Lebanon,
stressed the importance of a
free press and noted the part
international journalists play to
promote this [reedom.

"There is no more impor-
tant principle or freedom in
the world than those twin
frecedoms — speech and press,”
Andcrson said.

These [reedoms "must be
fought for and paid for,” he
. Noluing the CPJ report on
attacks against the press,
Anderson said local journalists
working throughout the world

are the "front-line .troops” for
fighting and paying for these
freedoms. <

These journalists "are a vital
part of the change from autoc-
racy to a democratic and open
society,” he said.
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t B Com (Pass) course

Sir, The students of B Com
(Pass) course appear Lo be ne-
glected by the university au-
thorities. As a student of this
coursc, | do not find any ap-
preciable reason to the points
stated below for kind perusal
and apprisal of your ¢steemed
readers.

SYLLABUS : Our syllabus is
short and traditional. This can
only neced students to memo-
rise, very few questions de-
mand library work. And, as
such, many students know that
4/5 months’' study can well
carn them a second class,
while regular full-fledged study
from the beginning even may
nol earn one a first class.

Questions are made in such
a form that does nat justify the
point whether the students do
understand the subject, -rather

it encourages them to memo-
rise only parts of the whole

- thing for the answer.

. We do not study many items
as that are not taught in
Preliminary though Honours
students study those. Example

1) Accounting : Amalga-
mation, Absorption, Recons-
truction -are not included.
Company chapter s also very
short.

2) Cost Accounting : Mar-
ginal Costing, Budgetary Cont-
rol, Cost Control etc. are not
included,

3] Statistics : Probability,

) Sampling, Distribution, Test of

Signilicance are not included.
Stat, | Sc or I Com syllabus is
broader then B Com's.

4} Auditing and Income Tax
are one paper in Pass course
though these are (wo separate
papers in Honours.

This type of syllabus is
making poorly qualified 7/8
thousand commerce graduates
cach year. Will not Bangladesh
gain if these studems were
properly taught?

EXAMINATION : Our exam-
inations never start in time,
and always after 7/8 months
later than schedule. Why?

Duration of our exam is
about 4 weeks and college
teachers take 4/5 weeks to re-
turn the exam papers to the
university. But to announce the
results, university takes an-
other 20 weeks. "The reason

behind it is untversity teachers
take papers lo scrutinize, put
those perhaps in their drawers
and forget to return them in
time, maybe for being busy
with seminars, foreign trips
and consultancy,” my
Principal, who is a famous
teacher, told me. Once | asked
a high-ranking officer in the
Registrar building about it, he
answered that if Controller,
Head Examiners and teachers
work sincerely result can be
announced within three
months instead of seven
months.

If results are announced

carlier, the students will be
able to study CA, CMA, MBA
earlier.

ROUTINE : We have unly
one optional suhjed: So there
is no pnllfhﬂity for a student
to have two exams in a day.

We need a minimum gap
between papers but the rou-
tine is made without any gap
between papers and with a
long unwanted gap between
the subjects. In any kind of de-
gree cxam, time is four hours
for a paper and there is a min-
imum E:‘l p between two papers.

us and exam sys-
tem only dilcnrurag: students
to pursue knowledge sincerely.
Now who is responsible for
this? Why university does not
change this traditional, un-
yielding system? What can we
expect from the country's
highly educated teachers?

In conclusion, | like to in-
form the esteemed readers
about an autocratic sudden de-
cision. Earlier we could apply
for MBA exam as 'appeared’
and that was the only chance
to reduce our session gap. But
last December, university
withdrew this Fpﬂrl‘.unltf
without thinking of the prob-
lems of the ::nm::rncd stu-
dents and without any prior
notice. Last year the govern-
ment suddenly changed fits
exam policy about SSC stu-
dents. At that time these
teachers criticized the gov-
ernment as ‘irresponsible’.
Now, what can we say about
their own decision?

A B Com examinee

Holiday

Sir, Friday {s our wcekly
holiday. This yecar the holiday
on account ol Indcpendence
Day coinciding Friday
(26.3.93), we are deprived of
that holiday. Morcover, as per
normal rules, the day preced-

ing and day lollowd

day are cbscrved usnLcd hol-
idays. In all probability 25.3.93
will be the Eid-ul-Fitr day this
ycar. So we will be deprived of
the holiday on 26.3.93.

Now 22.3.93 is closed on
account of Shab-i-Qadr. In vicw
ol what is stated above, it is
rcequested that the government
may kindly, on special consid-
cration, declare 23.3.93 as a
closed holiday to enable nu-
merous government and pri-
valc employees cclcbrate both
the occasions of Eid and
Independence Day belitlingly
with their ncar and dear ones
cven at their district homes.

Md Solaiman
9/2 Motijheel, Dhaka

Bus parking

Sir, Indiseriminate and
haphazard parking of buses,
haltage at prescribed ‘bus stop'
in rows ol three to four, their
‘U’ turn, maintenance works in
busy and crowded public
roads, notably in Gulistan area,
and on a part ol Dhaka-
Narayanganj Road from Nawab-
pur Road /Old Railway Crossing
to Mawa Bus Stand at Folder
Street, Wari have become
serious traflic problems and
the sufferings of the people,
especially those living in the
southeastern part of Dhaka elty
at Jurain, Jatrabarl, Gandaria,
Narinda and Wari know no
bounds.

True, with the increase in
population the trallic problem
in the metropolitan city of
NDhaka is getting from bad to
worse day by day, but if our law
enforcing authorities and the
traflic police continue to re-
main silent spectators, [ail to
take preventive and stringent
measures and do not check,

control and supcrvise the sit-
uation the day is not far ofl
when all the public roads,
f[ootpaths and the locality
strects would be totally lost in
the wilderness.

We would request our pub-
lic leaders, Dhaka District
Administration and Dhaka
Municipal Corporation to look
into the matter, restore disci-
pline on the public roads and
cnsurce pbrlnF of vehicles and
movement of the pedestrians
without any hindrance.

O H Kabir
Dhaka- 1203

Turkish minority in
Greece

Sir, Every year, religious of-
lictals from Turkey wvisit
Western Thrace, on the occa-
sion of the Holy Ramadan. This
year lour Multis who have gone
to Western Thrace as guests of
the Muslim minority in the
region, during the holy month
of Ramadan, have been de-
ported by the Greck author(-
tics.

Whereas the Muftis had
gone o the region to deal ex-
clusively with religious malters
and to hclp the loeal Muslims
live the holy month of
Ramadan in the morally most
beneficlal manner, the Greek
authorities have once again
blatantly violated the religious
and moral rights and free-
doms, guaranteed by the
Treaty of Lausanne of 1924, of
the Muslim minority iIn
Western Thrace.

In perpetrating this act of
religious intolerance, the
Greek authorities went as far
in distorting the facts as to

claim that the Turkish gov-
crnment had prior knowledge
on the decision regarding the
expulsion of the Mulflis.

This arbitrary attitude of
the Greek administration is
rigorously at odds with a num-
ber ol international instru-
ments  including the Treaty of
Lausanne, the UN Declaration
on the Elimination of all Forms
of Intolerance and of
Discrimination bascd on
Religion or Delief, the UN
Declaration on Human Rights,
the UN International Conven-
tion on the Elimination of all
Forms of Racial Discrimi-
nation, the UN I[nternational
Convention on Economie,
Soctal and Cultural Rights, the
European Convention on
lluman Rights, as well as a
number of other documents
and resolutions on human
rights, signed within the
framework of the CSCE
process, all to which Greece s
signatory.

Although the Greck ortho-
dox minority in Turkecy enjoys
perfeet freedom of religion
and conscience, the Greek
governments have always sys-
tematically attempted to force
the Muslim minority 1in
Western Thrace to immigrate
and have hampered their right
to education in the minority's
own language, have precluded
the minority’'s right to eclect
their own religious leaders and
have impeded the functioning
of the Vagls.

The attitude of the Greck
authorities is a llagrant viola-
tion of the freedom of religion
and conscience. This act of to-
tal intolerance constilutes an-
other vivid example of a totally
unaccepiable breach on basic
human rights.

Embassy of Turkey,
Dhalka



