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Gen Scowcroft honoured: o rn

Scoweroft. National Securfly Advisor to former US President
George Bush and a key figure in the Gulf War, Wednesday was
awurded an honorary Knighthood by queen Elizabeth 1,
reports AFP from London.

Scowcroll, whe turns 68 on Friday, had a 15-minule
audience with Elizabeth 11

Buckingham Palace said he was honoured as a mark of his
long-standing [ricndship towards DBritain and for his rolc in
building the allicd coalition against Iragl President Saddam

| lusscin.

-
Turkish Kurds announce truce:
The keader of the Marxist Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) in
Turkey announced Wednesday a unilateral ccasclire in their
battle for a scparale state, reports AFP from Lebanon.

PKK chicl Abdullah Ocalan, known as Apo, tlold a press
conference in Lebanon's castern Bekaa valley the ccasclire
would take cffort on March 20 and last until April 15.

“This ccasclire will be a test period which, 1 hope, will
allow the start of political negotiations with the Turkish

stale,” he said.
.8
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18,000 Iraqis to perform Hajj: 1=
will permit 18,000 people to make the Mccca pilgrimage this
ycar, a newspaper reported on Wednesday, but travel agents
suid Tew Iraqis could afford it, reports Reuter from Baghdad.
The government newspaper Al-Jumhouriyah queted minister
of endowment and religious affairs Abdullah Fadhel as saying
that 18,000 Iragis could make the Hafj "in linc ﬂwﬂh the
resolutions of foreign ministers of Islamic countrics.

But the ministry sct a price of 16,500 lragi dinar for the
trip to Mecca and back, including food and accommodation
while in Saudi Arabia. The amount is equivalent to three ycars
of average civil service wages.

LLast ycar about 10,000 Iraqis. journcyed to Mccca, a
pilgrimage cvery Muslim is expected to make at lcast once.
Only 600 Iraqgis made the pilgrimage in 1991, the year of the
Gull war.

First Lady of US theatre dead: -

Ilaycs, who won the highest honours of stage, screen and
television and was dubbed "First Lady of the Amcrican
Theatre,” dicd Wednesday. She was 92, reports AP from New
York. :

Miss llaycs was brought to Nyack Hospital, in this New
York suburb where she made her home, early last week
suffering from congestive heart failure. ler death was
announced by hospital spokeswoman Nancy Kriz. |

She died at 3.30 pm with her family by her side, Kriz said.

Miss Haycs made her professional dcbut al age b, Hﬂ.
carcer spanned cight decades and roles ranged from Little
Lord Fauntleroy to Queen Victoria to the cantankcrous
passcnger in “Airport,” for which she won an Oscar for best
supporling actress in 1970,

She reecived three Tonys and an Emmy as well as (wo
Oscars, and in 1981 was awarded the Kennedy Center llonors
for Hfetime achicvement.
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Largest bacteria discovered: .
largest bacteria known 1o science has been discovered Mving
in fish off the coast of Australia, a study published Thursday
said, reports Reuter from London.

A study in the scientific journal nature said the organism
measures hall a millimetre (0.02 inch) long and lives insidc
surgeon fish.

'?Ticrmu of cvll volume, these surgeon fish symbionls are
the largest bacteria yet described,” the article, writicn b
scientists from James Cook University in Quecnsland,
Ansiralia and Indian University in the United Stales, said.

“The bacierium ‘cpulopigcium fishelsonl’ is as awesome as
fts name,” the journal said in a statement.

UNSC condemns air raid
on eastern Bosnia

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 18:
The Sccurily Council on
Wedncsday condemned the afr

rald by small planes that
b castcrn nian wvil-
lages and fled toward Serb-

ruled Yugoslavia, and asked the
UN chicl to investigate them,
rcports AP,

The council, In a unani-
mously adopled presidential
slatement, also demanded
from the Bosnian Scrbs an ex-
planation of that raid and Lhe
takeoll by Bosnian Serb jets
from the airfield at Danja Luka
on March 12.

Bosnian Serb lcader
Radovan Karadzic and other

Balkan leaders are in Ncw York
[or peace talks that began
Weadncesday, and can be sum-
moned to provide explana-

Hons.

: "I’upﬂlﬂl'l forcign minds-
ler, Viadislav Jovanovie, de-
nicd that his country had any-
thing 10 do with last Satu s
mr radd in which three $‘
wore dropped on  caslern

[Bosntan Muslim villages about
5 miles (B kilometers) south-

cast of Srcbrenica. The planes
then [lew back toward
Yugoslavia,

UN monitors in Bosnia re-
poricd the flight path. "It s
not true, it cannot be Lrue,”
Jovanovic tnld‘ reporiers,

i blames Britain for
sabotaging talks on HK

BEIJING, Mar 18. China's
Prime Minister LI Peng has
again accuscd Britain of sabo-
laging negolations over Hong
Kong and said London will
have to bear the consequences
of its actions, reports AFP.

"We don't want confronta-
tion, but the present problem
is clear to all . . . The British
side created new obstacles
when negotiations were about
o start. This shows they don't
have sincerity at all,” said Li,
cited by Xinhua news agency.

He accused Britain of
‘deliberatle sahotage™ and said
"They shall be held responsible
for all consequences arnsing
thercfrom.”

[i's attack follows a simflar
assault Wednesday on betih
Britain and Hong Kong
Covermor Chris Patten by Ld

Peng Hong Kong and Macau
aflairs ofTice director.

He said unless Palien's pro-
posals far pelitical reform in
llong Keng were withdrawn,
China would make s own ar-
rangements for the first post-
1997 government and legisla-
ture.

In London a forcign office
spokeswoirnan salkd Dritain was
still holding out the .olive
branch of "talks al any time"
over the colony's fulure but
made clear Britain fully sup-
poried the approach taken by
Paticn and regretied the per-
sonal attacks on him.

Newspapers in llong Kong
today called on Loendon and
Botjing to resunw Lalks for the
sake of the terrilory’s stability
and prospcrily.
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JKLF won't allow elections

under Indla:n constitution

ISLAMABAID, Mar 18: A ma-
jor militant group [ighting
Indian rule in Kashmir said on
Wednesday it would not allow
clections to be held there un-
der the Indian constitlution,
reports Reuter.

Jammu and Kashmir
Liberatdon Front (JKLF) chair-
man Amanullah Khan also said
in a statement his group had
no understanding with pro-
India, formcr Kashmir chiel
minister, Farooq Abdullah,
about the future administrative

sct-up in the disputed
limalayan region.
Indfa last week re-ap-

pointed former army chicl KV
Krishna Rao as governor in
Kashmir, its only Muslim-ma-

| jority state, in the latest at-

tempt lo end a three-year re-
volt by militants secking inde-

pcndence or union  with

Islamiec Pakistan.

Kashmirl pelitical sources
say General Rao's sccond term
as governor 'and New Delhi's
more conciliatory approach to
the conflict could be a prelude
to elections thcere.

Amanullah said the JKLF,
onec of the most organised mil-
itant groups, “will not take
part or even allow eclections to
be held in the state under the
Indian constlitution, but will
continue its [rcedom struggle
until Kashmiris attain their
right of scll-dctermination.”

"Taking part in clections ....
under the Indian constlitution
is tantzmount to betraying
those tens of thousands of
Kashmiris who have so [ar laid
down their lives and hundreds
of thousands more who (arc)

braving all kinds of trials and
tribulations for their national
emancipation,” he said.

Police and hospitals have
rcportec. more than 8,000
deaths since the present revoll
erupted in early 1990 in the
two-thirds of Kashmir under
Indian rule. But the militants
say the toll is much highcr.

Muoianwhile, Pakistan said on
Wednesday accusations it
engineered last week's Bombay
bombings could e¢ndanger
Muslims livinf in India.

Takistan has denfed charges
by some Indian politicians that
its Inter-Service Iniclligence
(1S1) agency was responsible
for a serics of bomb blasts in
India's commercial capital on
Friday that killed at lcast 250
pcople and injured 1,200.

Some 50 people died in an-

other blast {n Calcutia on
Wednesday when a huge cache
of explosives brought down
two apartment blocks in the
¢ity centre shortly after mid-
night.

I would like to say on behall
ol the government of Pakistan
that we find this kind of
Pavlovian rcaction from certain
quarters in India very regret-
table, a Foreign Ministry spok-
csman told reporters.

Such assertions, which are
made on the basis of hatred,
could Have repercussions on
the Indian Muslims who have
already been the objets of or-
ganised grammes at the
hands of fanatic Hindu organi-
sations, he said. |

He was referring to reli-
gious riots in India in which at
lcast 2,000 people died.
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CALCUTTA: Bodies

of the victims

lie in a corridor of the

Islamic Hospital yesterday after blasts in the central Bow

Bazar here.

_AFP/UNB photo

Two indicted for World
Trade Centre bombing

NEW YORK, Mar 18: Two
jailed suspects were indicted
Wednesday in connection with
the bombing ol the World
Trade Centre thal killed six
pcople and injured more than
1,000 authorities said, reports
AP.

Mohammed Salameh and
Nidal Ayyad, both 25, were
charged in the single-para-
graph indictment of damaging
the twin towers "by using an
cxplosive device, causing the
dcath of six ns.”

‘The charge involves a fed-
cral law against using explo-
sives Lo damage a building used
in interstate commerce.

The indictment was un-
scaled in US District Court in
Manhattan. A third man,
Ibrahim Elgabrowny, was indi-
cated for obstruction of justice
and (raud the latter charge
stemming from five phony

passports found in his
Brooklyn apartment.
The indictments were

handed up shortly alter a judge

ordered the deportation of

Muslim fundamentalist
preacher Sheitk Omar Abdel-
Rahman. Salameh and

Elgabrowny are alleged follow--
ers of the cleric who preached

al a Je City, NJ, mosque.
The did not return a
hone message asking
r authoritics investigat-

tel
whe

ing the bombing might scck to
postpone the deportation.

US Immigration and
Naturalisation - Service said
Abdel-Rahman did not disclose
in 1991 that he s a polygamist
and that hc was convicted of
[alsifying a check in Egypt in
1987. Both are grounds for
exclusion from the United
States.

In Manhattan, the indict-
ments echoed the !:l:::;
charges filed against
and Tﬁﬂd The maud charge
against Elgabrowny was the
only new count returmed by
the federal grand jury. |

All three su ts remain
jailed without

‘Three other men suspected
of involvement in the boambing
have fled the United States,
according to newspaper re-
ports Wednesday. FBI
spokesman Joe Valigquette

would nol comment on re-
poris. -
Within 48 hours of

Salamch's arrcst, the three
Arab men went to John F
Ken ' International Airport
with passports and took
the first available Might out of
the country, the Wall Street
Journal reported Wedncsday.
The men first sought a
flight to Europe but it was
filled :

'North Korea may reverse decision

on NPT if US stops jt exercises

BEWING, Mar 18: A North
Korean official says his country
may rcconsider its withdrawal
from the Nuclear Non-Prolife-
ration Trealy if the United
States stops military excrcises
witlh South Korca, an official
Chincse report sadd Thursday,
rcports AP,

Put in the from Am-
man, the Xinhua News Agency
also quoted North Koreas
ambassador to Jordan, Kung
Sok Ung. as saying his country
would never allow internat-
jonal inspection of its military

sitcs, which arc suspccied of
being part ol Pyongyang's
nuclcar programme.

North Korea on Friday
abruptly announced plans to
withdraw f(rom the treaty,
blocking inspoctions of fts nu-
clear sites and reinforeing
suspiciony ils was intent on
hiding an advanced nuclear
wecapons programme.

South Korea and (ts
Western allics have been trying
diplomacy to persuade the
Sialinist regime in Pyongyang
to reconsider,

On Wcednesday, at US re-
quest, the political counsclors
of the US and North Korean
embassies in DBefjing met in
the Chinese capital so that
Washington could cxpress fts
concerns about the planned
withd rawal.

North Korea's announce-
ment came alter Pyongyang
declared a scmi-state ol war In
response to joint military ex-
creiscs between its rival South
Korea and the United States,

Those excrcises are to for-
mally end Friday, but it was
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MOGADISHU: A fearless
Mogadishu March 17.
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ROK students
block Kim from
visiting martyr's

cemetery

SEOUL, Mar 18 About 400
radical students armed with
steel pipes and rocks blocked
President Kim Young-sam from
visiting a martyr's cemctory in

rovincial Kwangiu Ay
, witnesses said rc

ports AP
It was the first protest di-
recied at the ni, an
sit'ton and dissident
leader for 30 , sinee the

took office last month. Studcnt

:uuwpmnﬂﬁtm-
ked regimes were common.
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Somali child looks at the gun of a US marine in a feeding centre in
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unclear from the Xinhua report
whether Kung was suggesting a
reversal of its decision to

withdraw from the treaty may
be imminent.

Xinhua K as say-
ing North mﬂnrummneedw it
would withdraw "in protests
against US-led eflorts to force
open its military sites and the
ongoing US-South Korecan joint
military exercisecs.

Xinhua reported that the
diplomat said his ment
would reconsider tc move "if
Washington stops fts military

excreises with South Korea,

hich were viewed Pyong-
;:nr; as a dcchrauunbgf WHT On

the North.

Since announcing its plan-
ned withdrawal, North Korca
has charged that the Unfted
States was behind the Inter-
national Atomic Encrgy Agen-
cy's demand to inspect lwo
northern nuclear sitces. The
Vienna-based United Nations
agency is responsible for
inspections under the nuclear-
control accord.

The North allowed six in-
spections of its factlitics last
year. Dut this year it balked at
the IAEA demand to inspect
the two sites, which L de-
scribed as military factlities
with no ties to fts nuclear pro-

gramme.

Kungs reported sialement
suggests the sftes in question
will rematn off-limits even
North Korean reverses iis de-
cision to withdraw from the
treaty.

|
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Kuwaiti Emir warns
against unlimited
freedom’

KUWAIT, Mar 18: Kuwait's
rulcr warned Wednesday that
the cnun!.rg could not
unlimiled [reedom while still
suflcring the cffects of the
August 1990 Iraql invasion,
rcporis AP,

“The emir, Sheik Jaber Al-
Ahmed Al-Sabah, speaking on
television for his annual mes-

sage during the holy month of
Ramadan, said both mecmbers
of _the newly clected

Parliament and the Cabinet
had to undcrstand that the
country was moving through a
difficult period.

Freedom should adjust to
the circumstanees in a
country,” said the 67-old
Jaber, emir since December
1977. "What may be acceptable
in otdinary circumstances may

nol be acceptable in extraordi-
nary circumstiances.”
The Al-Sabah has re-

rpenu:'dly stressed since the

Fcbrpary 1991 liberation from
the scven-month occupation
that divisive public issuecw
would only undermine at-
tempts to rebuild the country
and would e Iraq to
maintain its claim to the emi-
rate. :

-‘An . opposition-dominated
Parliament was elected iIn
Octaber, six years afier Shetk
Jaber suspended Lthe body In
1986 for its sharp criticism of
the ruling family.

' The new Parliamcnt has not
shicd away from controversial -

subjects. It is investigating the
mess surrounding the invasion

- Off the Record
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‘Mandela refuses to pay
Winnie's phone bill

JOIIANNESBURG: Nelson Mandela has refused to pay his
cstranged wile's telephone bill and caused her phone to be

disconnected, a newspa

reported Thu , reports

AP,

The Star, a modcrate daily, quoted Telkom telephone
company spokesman Gert Schoeman as saying telephone ser-
vice to Winnic Mandela's Soweto home had been discon-

nected F

of the African National Congress.

18 al the request of Mr Mandela, president

“But now there is a problem,” Schoeman told the Star.
"There is almost 19,000 rand [(more than dirs 6,000} out-
standing . . . and Mr Mandcla says he is not responsiblc.”

The couple scparated last year amid allegations that Mrs
Mandela hﬂc an extra-marital aflair and mishandied ANC

moncy, She was convicted of kidnapping and being an acces-
sory to assault in 1991. Her appeal of the six-year prison
sentcnee will be heard next week.

Mrs Mandela built the Sowecto home, considered a man-

sion in the i
was in
release in Fe

rished ‘black township, while her husband
He lived in the house for short periods aficr his
1990, but moved to another house in the

fashionable Houghton suburb in May 1992.
She lived six months
with husband’s corpse

LONDON: A Ei-y;mr-ald woman lied for six months with

her husband's corpsc on the livi

Ty

heart-aitack, But' the'Worman was

1%

room couch alter being

: to" accept M dvath,

and told rtither her family nor health officials, a police

spokcsman said.

Detectives, alerted after the family grew concerned at not

hearing news of the husband, eventually called at the house

and discovered the eorpse on the sofa.
The woman. [rom west Bromwich in central Britain, has
been taken into the care of soclal services.

Brother killed in fight
over N-tension
SEOUL: Oné South Korean brother said he wouldn't care if

icnsions over North Korea's nuclear stance led to war, and
the other beat him to death, police said Thursday, reports AP.

Officers shaid Lhey
beating of his 27-ye

arrested Kim ll-nam, 29, in the fatal
ar-old brother, I1-bong, on Wednesday.

The argument crupted when the brothers were watching a
tckvision news reports on the nuclear issue, they added.

iensions on the Korean Peninsula have grown following
North Korca's decision to pull out of the Nuclear Non-
'rolifcration Treaty. The decision means the Communist
North will not accept inspections of its nuclear facilities, and
has reinforced suspicions that it is developing nucicar

weapons — a charge it denies.

38 Myanmar students

BANGKOK, Mar 18: Thai

police have arrcsted 38 dissi-"

dcnt Myanmar studerits on
charges of illcgal entry, a po-
lice chiel said here today,: re-
ports AFP.

The group were picked up
over recent wecks by police
and immigration oflicials and
detained at a police training
school in the capital Bangkok.

The Immigration depart-
ment is expected to decide
whether the students will be
senl to a special "sale-area’
camp sct up by Thai authori-
tics near the border with Mya-
nmar in Ratchaburi nece
southwest of Bangkok, Police
Major Gencral Prayuth Supac-
hariyawat said.

. Thai authoritics have ident-
fid 516 Myanmar students as
cligible for the camp but the

arrested in Thailand

siudents strongly oppose

moving there saying they fear
for their safcty in the camp.

Only a handful of studcnis
have vo'untecred to move 1o
the camp where the Thai au-
thoritics have promiscd to
provide educational and voca-

tional training.

Thousands ol Myanmar stu-
dents and dissidents fled to
Thafland following the bloody
suppression of a pro-democ-
racy uprising in Myanmar
towns and citics in 1988

While Thailand has rclused
to grant them rcfugee sialus
senfor government officials
have said dissident studenis
will not be scnt back to their
country against their will
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Advisers urge Yeltsin to declare 'presidential rule'

MOSCOW, Mar ]18: Boris
Yelisin's political advisers
urged him Wednesday to de-
clare “presidential rule” and
ovcrridé opposition Lo his re-
forms from the Russian
Congress, his spokesman said,
reporis AP.

Ycitsin gave no sign he was
ready lo take that drastic step,
which ecould involve dissolving
the parliament and calling new
clections. Dut the advice [rom
his Presidential Council was
ceriain 1o ratse political ten-
stons and alarm his opponents.

The advice was nol unex-
pecied, however, since the
purcly advisory council is made
up of leading rcformers, In-

cluding Yegor Gaidar, the
former acting prime minisier
who was brn:dpfmm office by
hard-liners in December.

Yeltsin still is Weighing how
lo respond o -his pummeling
last work by the Congress ol
People’'s Deputics, the highest
legislative body in Russia. It
regained the power lo velo
Ttﬁlﬂn‘- decrees and canceled
his plans for a referendum on
whether the president or par-
Hament should have supreme
power.

Many council members
lcaned toward the opinton that
the president has the moral
and constitutional right o in-
troduce presidential. rule,

presidential  spokesman
Vyacheslav Kostikov told re-
poriers after the closed-door
meetling.

imposing presidential rule
and dissolving parliament
would be risky lor Yeltsin.
During the Congress, many
lawmakers said lacked the
polittcal and military support
lo enforee such measures,

NDefence Minister Pavel
Grachev reiterated Wednesday
that the army would abide by
the constitution, the Interfax
news ageney reported.

Foreign Mintster Andret
Kozyrev, speaking in Finland,
sought Lo allay fears of a poten-
tjally violent confrontation. He

sald Yeltsin would [ind “a
peaceful way out™ of the im-
PeiNSC,

On Tuesday, Yeltatn actused

the Congress of trying te
restore Lthe Communist
regime.” The 1,033-member

pariiament is dominated by oa-
reer Communista, man-
agers and collective farmers
opposcd 1o Yeltsin's free mar-
ket reforma

Yells n reportedly asked
German Chancelor lielmul
Koh! last weck how the Woesl
would react (f he dissohved the
Congresa, bul President
Clinton and other Western
lcaders have not answered

publicly.

Ycltsin aides suggesicd last
week that he should démon-
strate clear public support by
holding a non-binding national
vole on whether Russia should
have a ° tial republic.”

*More than 2,000 pro-
Communist protesters, nwan-
while, fooded a ceniral
Mo scow re in an ewning
drizzle to demand resioration
of the Soviet Union. The rally
marked the anniversary ol a
March 17, 1981, referendum
in which a majority of Seviet
voters sald they wanied to pre-
scrve the now-fractured asu-

rpower.
Fr‘%un'l Forget the All-Undon
Re ferendum! Pulil the Will of

the People!” one sign said. The
crowd chanted: "All powur lo
the Soviets,” a slogan ol the
1917 Dolshevik Revolution.
Yeltsin's only public slate-
ment was an appual
to other former Soviel re-
publies to strengthen the 10-

mber E‘mmllh ol
}1': are convinced that only
through joint efforis by the in-
dependent states will it be

possible to get through this

period “of di Itles and  uri-
" he said.

appeal appearvd to be

rly & res w the hard-

wrs' accusalion that Yeltsin
violated the people’'s will be
breaking up the Sovicl Unlon.

|

Lanka gets 3
MI-8 choppers
from Russia

COLOMDO, Mar 18: Shri
Lanka Monday reccived three
new M-8 milttary holicopters
along with spare-parts, ammu-
nitton and eother equipment
from Russia, reports Xinhua.

The Shri Lanka governmend
last year decided to acoguire
Rudsian heltcopters to bolsier
alr opcrations againsl Uhe
Liberation Tigers of Tamil

Eclam (LTTE) g o set
u‘: A sepamte ﬂ‘-ﬂﬂr
Tamils in the north-east of the

machine guns
guns



