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Les Aspin hospitalized: veince

Sccretary Les Aspin was hospitalized Tuesday with an
infection an
implanted to treat his hcart condition, the Pentagon said,
reports AFP from Washington.

Aspin had complained of a cough for two days and was
admitted 1o the hospital after keeping a previously scheduled
appointment with his doctor, the Pentagon said.

L) L 4 .
Mubarak to visit Britain: egpuan
President Hosni Mubarak will visit Britain later this month for
talks with Prime Minister John Major on the Middle East
peace process, the Egyptian embassy said on Tuesday, reports

will have a paccmaker

An embassy spokesman said Mubarak would arrive on
March 31 for a four-day stay which he described as a working

He said the chiefl topic for Mubarak and Major would be
(he Arab-lsmeli peace talks. Due to resume in Washinglon on
April: 20, other international and bilateral issues would be

raised, he added, without elaborating.

14 killed in US hotel fire: rre swep

through a residence hotel Tuesday, killing 14

including three who jumped

flames engulfed the
from Chicago.

been taken to area hospitals.

the victims at the four-storey

Eaplt.
to their deaths as smoke and
uilding, authorities said, rcports AFP

About 200 firefighters battled the blaze and attended to
Paxton Hotel where some 6f the
130 residents had not been accounted for. Twenty others had

“The smoke was so intense, | couldn’t sce Lthe flames, and

it was driving people out the windows,” said Minnie Byrd, 45,
who said she was getting ready to jump from her third-floor
room when a fireman got a ladder to her. ,
Victims lay on the ground, some shouting in pain, while
firefighters concentrated on rescuing peoplc rather than

putting out the blaze.

Picasso's paintinﬁs stolen: 1w

paintings by Spanish master Pablo

casso valued at 255,000

marks (160,000 dollars) have been stolen from a gallery in
Mannhim, Germany, police said Tuesday, reports AFP.

The

painted respectively in 1937 and 1967 were taken along

res — figures, and nude scated with monk —

with

scveral precious Chinese rugs. The total value of the heist was

put at 240,000 dollars.

Mobutu won't get French visa:
France has refused to issue a visa to President Mobutu Sese
Scko of Zaire who had intended travelling next week to his
villa on the Cote D'Azur for dental treatment, the AFP

agency reported in Paris, reports

nhua.

He had last visited France for treatment in February.
Farlter that month, the President had refused a call from

France, the United States and

m to transfer power to a

transfiional government following violence in Kinshasa,

capital of Zaire.

Thai-Laotian talks on
border disputes begin

BANGKOK, Mar 17: Thai-
land and Laos opened today
two days of talks aimed al
grusolving border disputes, a
Forcign Ministry oflicials said,
reports AFP.

Thai Deputy Foreign
Minister Surin Pltsuwan and
his Laolian counterpart
Soubanh Srithirath jointly
opened the Thai-Laotian joint
boundary commitiee meeting
in the southern Thai resort is-
land of Phuket.

The meeling is likely to
discuss the dispule over an
arca ncar the Thal village of
Ban Ramklao in Phitsanulok
Province, the official said.

Surin teld reporters earlier
this week that he was opti-
mistic the commitice, sct up
in 1991, would make progress
on resolving outstanding bor-

der problems and strengthen
bilateral economic ties at the

lnﬂﬁw ncighbours wrrt*

locked in two berder wars In
the 1980s, the second of
which was a bitler two-month
clash in late 1987 and early
1988 over a dispute arca along

their ecommon frontier.
Relations tween the two

countiries soured aflter the
communist victory in Laos In

“r{i'tu remained a firm sup-
porter of the Vicinamese po-
sitton on Cambodia, while
Thalland was a staunch sup-
porter of the anti-Vicinamese

la alltance.

nce the late 19808, tics
between Thafland and Laos
have im
regular exchange of visits by
senior officials.
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Japanese MPs ask Gh

ali

to help release Suu Kyi

LUNITED NATIONS, Mar 17
A petition signed by ncarly half

| the members of Japan's Diet

(parllament), which calls for
fmprovements in human rights
in Myanmar and the rclcase of
opposition leader Aung San
Suu Kyi, was submilted to the
United Nations on Tuesday,
reports Reuter.

The petition was signed by
354 parliamentarians f{rom
various jes and was organ-
ised by Satsuki Eda of the
United Social Democratic
Party.

Addressed to Seccrctary-
Genceral Boutros Boutros-Ghali,
it asked him to do everything
in his power to persuade the
military government of
Myanmar to pcrmit the imme-

diate and unconditional relcase
of all political prisoncrs.
The petitiomers expressed

particular concern about 1991
Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung
San Suu Kyi, who has been un-
der house arrest for ncarly four
years despite the victory of her
National League for Democracy
in 1980 elections.

The Secretary-Gencral was
also asked to press [or the

swill and complete implemen-

tation of a transition lo civilian
rule in Myanmar.

The petition was handed to
Chinmaya Gharekhan, a senior
political adviser to Boutros-
Ghali, who was in Boston on
Tuesday to recefve an award.

Another report says: Alter
more than two years of delay,
Japan will finally disbursc a
100 million loan to Russia to

help it meet basic human

needs, a government olTicial
said today.

Japan's Export-import Bank
will grant Moscow the low-

interest loan for buying food
and medicine from Japanese
firms under a bilateral agree-
ment signed last October, an
Ex-lm Bank official said.

"Now that we have received
a letter of guarantee from the
Russian government, the loan
pledged in December 1990
will be disbursed soon,” he
sadd.

"This will pave the way for
additional Ex-Im Bank loans to
get moving, he added.

The Baily Mar §

China wants to end
tension 1n Korean
peninsula

BEIJING, Mar 17: China
said today that it was working
lo relax tension in the Korean
peninsula, which has mounted
since Betjing's Protege
Korea pulled out of the nuclear
non-prolifleration treaty, re-
ports AFD.

"We hope that all the par-
tics concerned will create
conditions ... to promote the
continued relaxation of tensfon
and the stability in the Korean

pcninsula” a Foreign Ministry

oflicial said.

"We have been working to-
wards this end,” he said.

The official added in' what
was seen as a warning to
Pyongyang not to abandon the
treaty, "It is in the common In-

North

terest of the countries in the
region to recalize denucleariza-
tion of the Korean peninsula
and to properly scttle the cur-
rcnt question.”

China is North Korea's last
remaining communist patron
following the disappearance of
the Soviet Union. Befjing is
also gerrerally considered to be
the only country to have some

infMluence over the the
Sialinist-style state.
North Korea's announce-

ment last week that it was
pulling out of the treaty was
condemned by South Korea,
Japan and the Unfied States,
and fueled speculation that
North Korean was working on
a nuclear bomb. #

MOSCOW, Mar 17: Georglan
leader Eduard Shevardnadze
said on Tuesday at least 70
people had been killed
overnight in an ollensive by
Abkhazian rebels agathst the

' Black Sea town of Sukhumi,

(Soviet docs carried out Hitler's

post-mortem on

according to local journalists,
reports Reuter.

Shevardnadze told them
that rcbels had used warplanes
with Russian airforce markings
to bomb Sukhumi in what he
suggested. was a full-scale

campaign against the capital of

Georgia’'s rebel region of
Abkhazia.

a will never allow at-
tempts on its indcpendence,
however ma victims are
nceded to safeguard .this,
ITAR-Tass news agency quoted
him as saying in Sukhumi.

It said he sharply criticised
reac forces and military

leaders in Russia, whose ac-

tions in Georgla showed the
werce determined to discredit
both Russia’'s democratic
movement and its president.
Russ:an President Boris
Yeltsin sulflered a series of
humiliating defeat at the hands
of his conservative-dominated
supreme legislature last weck.
They have left him unpro-
tected {f the mutinous
Congress of Peoples Depulics
moves to strip him ol his pow-
ers at its next session in June.
The Speaker of Georgia's
Parliament, Vakhtang
Goguadze, told Deputies that
Shevardnadze had said in a
telephone call from Sukhumi
that 50 civillans had been
killed in the town and 100
houses destroyed in air and
artillery attacks.
GCGoguadze quotcd
Shevardnadze as saying at least
20 Georgian soldiers were

70 killed as Georgian troops
Abkhazian rebel

S glash

killed and Abkhazian losses
were huge. Sukhumi is cur-
rently in Georgian hands.
Shevardnadze accused
Russian troops belore leaving
for Sukhumi of backing the
scparatist against the town,

"After today's events | can
say that we are facing a conflict
between Georgia and Russia.”
he told the Georgian
Parliament before leaving the
capital Thilisi.

In Moscow, the Defence
Ministry said Russian troops
stationed in the region re-
mained neutral.

A spokesman said troops
deployed in Abkhazia had been
put on high alert. They had
been ordered to shoot to kill
to rebull any armed attack, I~
respective of the nationality of
the atlackers.

PARIS. Mar 17: Sovict doc-
tors who carried out Hitler's
post-mertem in Berlin worked
on thes bedy. according
to a study by French forensie
cxperis published on Tucsday
by the daily newspaper Le
Monde, reports Reuter.

The experts, from Lille
University, said Sovict leader
Stalin had rcquested to ur-
gently see Hitler's body after
his Berlin bunker fcill to Soviet
forces in May 1945,

For fear ol his wrath, Soviet
army oflficers picked up the
most charrcd body among
those found near the bunker as
likely to be Hitler's. Soviet
docters hurried to carry out a
post-mortem.

*The post-mortem report

C- ke a mark of authentic-

ity,” the French study said.

The experts said the body
of Hitler, who had committed
suiride on _
discovered twe wecks later
and identificd by a German
soldier.

“The real body was lost for
some 15 days, foreing the
identification commitice in
the mcantime te resort 1o a
trick to answer demands by

Stalin who wanted to urgently
see Hitler's body”, the study

savid .

The identity of the (irst
body. which was taken to
Russia, was ncver ascertained
and where the genuine body
ended up remained a mystery,
it added.

The study said the Soviet
doctors had scattered in their
report small errors that only

A'Fuim* “h.m‘

ong body

scientists could make out, as
though they had wanted to
drop hints o colilcagues that
they were agting. under mili-

- tary onders,

For example, while men-

tioning 15 upper teeth, t

Another fact casting doubt
on the identity of the body was
that it had only one testicle, a
fact which had never been
mentioned by Hitler's doctors.

Russian historians said last

" month they had found in

Moscow state archives a frag-
ment of Hitler's skull and new
documents ending any doubts
about the fate of the Nazi
leader.

The experts said examina-
tion of the (ragment may verify
their indings.

Two Egyptian cops killed
in gunbattle with rebels

ASSIUT, Egypt. Mar 17
Two n were killed
and seven wounded Wednesday
in a gunbattle with Muslim ex-
tremists, reports AP,

The battle broke out after
hundreds of policemen
backed armourcd vchiclcs
surrounded tweo buildings
where an unknown number of
Muslim extremists were holed
up. It continued for at lcast five
hours.

The gunfight after
police besicged a |2-storey
apariment block where ex-
tremists had barricaded them-
sclves, witnesses and security
officials said. Shortly after-

which pelice then surrounded.

Extremist threw at least
live explostve devices toward
pelice cordons, officials said.
Sharpnel wounded four po-
licemen. Three others were

# beiteved wounded by gunshots.

Retnforcements were sum-

moned in preparation Jor

storming the two bufldings,
sccurity officials said. e
downlown arca in Assful — a
contre of extremist  activity for
more lhan a decade — was
scaled ofl

Hospital spokesmen said
two policemen were killed

. gunshots. The condition of the

wounded police
known.

There was no immediate
world on casualties among the
barricaded extremists.

At least 16 armourcd per:
sonnc] carricrs moved into Lhe
arcea around the butldings,
about 500 yards (metres) from

was notl

Al-Rahma Mosque, a headquar- |

ters for Islamic extremisis in
Asstut.

Militants from Assiut, 200
miles (320 km) south of Catro,
were leaders in stepped-up
attacks on police and
Christians last year that her:
alded a new wave of activism

againsi Egypt's secular gov-
ernment.

-

LONDON: The wax figure of Saddam Hossein receives a finishing touch from a member of

Madame Tussaud's staff March 16 before being placed in the main hall. Saddam Hussein,

who came first in the Hate and Fear section of Madame Tussaud's annual poll of visitors
likes and dislikes in 1990, has once again regained top position. Tussaud's have now
modelled his likeness in response to visitor's interest.

Trnal of a Muslim
militant starts
in Indonesia

JAKARTA. Mar 17: The sub-
version trial of a former leader
of a Muslim militant group has
started at an Indonesian court
in nearby Tanggerang press
reports said today, reports
AFP.
The Tanggerang district
court accused Mo
chamad Rais Abas, 87, of

subversion of having spread
enmity, disunity, chaos and

Abus, a retired army private,
was the Jakarta area

commander of the |
Stated of Indonesia (NIT)

Movement which aims at turn-

ing the reépublic into a Muslim
state, the prosecution said.

Christopher urges parties to return to Arab-Isr

WASHINGTON, Mar 17:
Warning that violcnce and ter-
rorism “will never work,”
Secretary of State Warren
Christopher has urged all the
parties to the Middle East
peace process to return to the
negotiating table in Wash-
ington April 20, reporis AP.

"We are decply troubled
the mounting viclence and acts
of terrorism,” Christopher
said in a written staternent is-
sucd March 18 after mecting
with Israeli Prime Minister
Rabin in Washinglon. Rabin's
spokesman announced that the
prime minister was retur
home ecarly because o
“escalating cvents” in lsrael

~and the occupied (errilories.

While voicing regret that
i

Rabin had to cut short his US
visit, Christopher said he and
IPresident Clinton were “very,
plcased with the positive lone
and substance ol our discus-
sfons with the prime minis-
ter.” Rabin conferred with
Clinton for more than three
hours March 15 at the White
Houee.

"We reviewed the results of
the very productive talks we
had on a broad range of issues
and how we plan to lollow up
on these discussions 1o en-
hance our close bilatcral rela-
tionship and move forward on
the Arab-lsracli peace pro-

cess,” C saidd.
The secrelary sald Rabin,
Clinton and ot parties to

the peace proocss “Have been

e e —

working hard to end the vio-
lence that has been so much a
part ol the Middle East land-
SCADE.

“Its time to end violence
and promote peace, to give the
next generalion a reason B
hope and not to hate, and to
make reconciliation and not
continued conflict the hall-
mark of a new Middie East,'
Christopher said.

"The peace process pro-
vides us with the best oppor
tunity to build this new Middle
East,” he said. "We call on all In
the reglon Lo ook to the future
and scize this historic oppor-
luntl{‘hr peace.”

Christopher said those who

carry oy
sceking to

t acts of viokenee "are
undermine the

— AFP/UNB photo

b

Iranian dissident
shot dead
in Rome

ROME, Mar 17: Hitmen
riding a scooter shot dead an
opponent of the lranian gov-
crnment in the streets of
Rome yestcrday state televi-
sion said, reports Reuter.

State TV said the attackers
sped off and disappeared in
rush hour traflic. Police could
not immediately confirm that
the man, i{dentified as
Mohammed Hussein Nagdi,
had died while being rushed to
hospital in an ambulance.

Nagdi was shot as he
walked in an outlying part of
Rome.

Two gunmen, riding a
scooter, pulled up to him and
one of them opened fire with a
submachiné gun.

News agency reports said
Nagdi was the represeniative
ol the Irmpian National Resi-
stance C . by
the Mujahideen gukrilia move-
ment opposed to Shra
government.

The organisation’s Rome ol-
fices were not responding to
telephone calls.

Mitterrand
meets
Gorbachev

MOSCOW. Mar 17: French

President Francois Mitterrand
mct privately Tuesday with
former Soviet President Mik-
hatil Gorbachev, the architect
of Perestrofka, reports AFP.

‘Ihctwntththmdchnd-

doors at the French embassy
residence before Mitterrand
hecaded for a dinner at the
Kremlin.

No details emerged about
the contents of their conversa-
tion.

Hit:':rrlnd and Gorbachev,
who know each other well, last
met in late 1991, shortly be-
fore the collapse of the Soviet
LUnfon.

Blast damages
hotel in Greece

RIIODES, Greece, Mar 17: A
hotel was IET'EMIIK damaged
late Tuesday by a -made
bomb containing a large
amount ol dynamite, police
said, reports AFP.

The device exploded on the
ground floor of the Elena Hotel
in the centre of the island.
No-one was hurt in the blast as
the hotel was shut in this part
of the season.

Initial peolice reports

blamed the attack on rivals of

the hotel owner.

Pak Jamaat
denies Uzbekh
charge

ISLAMABAD, Mar 17: A
Pakistani Islamic Party on
Tucgday denied a charge by
Urbckistan that it was foment-
ing unrest in Central Asia and
complained of a worldwide
campaign to defame Muslims,
reporis Rewuter.

“There is not an jota of
truth in this.” Jamaat-{-Islami
chief Qazi Hussain Ahmed said
of the charge.

hopes and prospects for peace.

“They wont succeed,” he
declared “Violence and terror
ism don't work and will never
work. negotiations do work
and can produce peace and
reconciliation. In this respect,
we urge all the partics to re
turn o the ncgotiations on
April 207

Earlier this month, the
United States and Rusaia. co-
sponsors of the Middle East
peace process, invited lsracl,
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and the
Palestinians — the partici
pants in the Arab lsracli talks
— 1o a ninth round ol direct
prace negotiations beginning
April 20 In Washington. The
talks have been in recess since
last December.

 will be

So fa-, only lsracl has ac-
cepted _bhe invitation. Some
Palestinian spokesmen have
said they will not return to the
ncgotiating table until some
400 Palestinian deportees In
southern Lebanon been
allowed to return their homes
in the occupted territories and
isracl pledges te abandon the
policy of deportation.

However, US offictals have
expressed hope that all partics
present when the talks
scheduled o resume 20.

AFT adda: on
warned that the Palestinians
would be the losers f they
boycotted the next round of
Arab - lernch poace talks.

Fereign Minister Amr
Mussa said it “would not be In

Turkish Kurds ready
for ceasefire

BEIRUT, Mar 17: The
leader of Kurdish rcbels in
Turkey is ready for a cease-fire
to end his nine-year guerilla
war for a se te state, he
said in an interview published
Wednesday, reports AP,

The offer by Abdullah
Ocalan, the Marxist leader of
the Kurdish Workers Party or
PKK, came after Turkish
troops badly mauled his
guerillas in a major campaign
launched in October.

Ocalan also has lost the lo-
gistical hnctlnuf Syria and
Iran, who sca back their
support for his group last year
under Turkish pressure.

The interview was pub-
lished by the London-based,
Lebanese-run Al-Hayat daily
hours before a news confer-
ence Ocalan scheduled in east
Lebanon's Bekaa alley to ex-
plain his offer.

The PKK since 1984 has
been waging a la war for
Kurdish sell-rule in southeast
Turkey, home for about half of
the world's 25 million Kurds.
About 6,000 people have been
‘killed.

Pindi buying
spares of F-16s
from US market

ISLAMABAD, Mar 17: Pakis-
tan is purchasing spares of F-
18s from the US commercial
market, Pakistan Federal
Minister for Defence Produ-
ction Hazar Khan said
here, Xinhua.

He said that Pakistan is
meeting its needs for F-16
fighter jets from the US com-
mercial sources as it is not
supplied under the US assis-

tance programme

to watch TV

N: The blind may soon be\able to “watch" television,

LONDO

thanks to technology unveéiled sdny by the heéad of re-
search at Britain's Mdrd.yﬂutbful h;nﬂlu #i Tor the Blind, a
presa report sakd yeste , Teports ,

Dr John Gill told the Daily Telegraph r that many

were unable to follow action

blind ted people
mm:nmnbywwmm.

But in the

system under development, an actor describes

the looks and deeds of the characters during gaps in the dia-

logue, he said.

“We have been doing some trial transmission (the detce-
tive series) the bill,” said Gill. "It has lot of visual cues and
the dialogue does not tell the whole story.”

He said a decoder to use the system, al
theatres, would cost around 200

used in some
pounds (280 dollars), but a

spare television sound channel needed to be identifled before

it could be introduced.

Solar Kiwi completes
historical j

WELLINGTON: Solar Kiwi, New Zea'and's first solar car
has completed a historical journey of 1,928 km from Cape
Reinga, the northern most corner of the country, to the

southernmost bluff in about 20 days,

reports Xinhua.

The Solar Kiwi will be New Zealand's entry to the world
solar challenge from Drawin to Adelaide in Australia late this

year,

Team leader Stewart Lister was confident the car would be
a top lﬂpmp:tluulnf‘ﬂ!cnlﬂnlnthc:l,MhmmrH
solar race and would achicve he expected top speed to more
than 100 km/h, according to local media sources yesterday.

During
will lose its weight to

improvements and modifications this week, the car
just 150 kg and will be added carbon

composite front wheels for better acrodynamics and strength.
Dewi Sukarno sues
NY lawyer

ASPEN. Colorado, Mar 17: Former Indonesian first lady
Dewi Sukarne is suing the high-powered New York lawyer she

hired to defend her in a 1992 wineglass-
leging his 900,000 US dollars fee was too

Reuter.

The suit, filed on Monday against lawyer Barry

incident, al-
igh, reports

Pitkin county district court in Colorado, claims Shthnit:h dwd
not charge her “reasonable and customary legal fees.

Sukarno was accused of slashing the face of fellow socialite
Victoria Osmena at a January 2, 1992, dinner party in the SKi

resort of Aspen.
Osmena. the grand daugh

ter of a former Philippine prosi-

dent, recetved 37 slitches and had a shard of giass removed

from her check.

ach talks

their interest” to boycotl the
talks over Israel's expulsion of
400 Palestinians to Lebanon in
December.

*The real problem is the is-
sue of land and peace, thg at-
tainment of the legitimate
rights of the Palestinian
and not the lssue of the -
tees,” Mussa sald during a
press conference.

The "are only an
obstacle and should not com-
promise the Palestinian
to self-determination,” he
added. Dut Egypt “under-
stands the Palestinian position
and iw trying to settle the
problem.”

President Hosnt Mubarak
visits Washinglon early next
month.

15 pc children
undernourished
in Yugoslavia

timated 15 per eent of chil-
dren in sanctions-hit Yugosia-
via are undernourished, a
United Nations food expert
was gquoted as saying on
Miladin Mirtloav of the
Rome-based UN Food
re Organisation (FAO}
tokd Ta news agency that

duec to a drop in Itving
standards several cities iIn

kumu.:
lﬁ.'”~hnthl-rﬂﬁl'tl-
time since World War twe.

Mirilov sald last year's

vere drought
duced yields of all



