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Central Bank at
Crossroads

While we must await details about the expan-
sion of powers of the Bank, as ap-
by the Cabinet on Saturday — it is surpris-
ing that this kind of decision should come in the
briefest uage — we, in , welcome any
move o n the authority of the central bank.
Judging by news agency report, the proposed
amendments to the Banking Companies Act 1991
"aim at vesting more authority to the Bangladesh
Bank in its regulatory and supervisory functions.”
Furthermore, they also envisage "to bring ratio-
nality in the administration and operation of the
banks in the private sector and to remove the
problems relating to the availability of capital [or
~smooth functioning thereol."

Stripped ol several high-sounding and impre-
cise expressions, one must assume that until the
central bank exercises its expanded authority,
the situation inside our [inancial institutions, es-
pecially the privately-owned ones, will be pretty
grim. suflering from lack of rationality and facing
problems relating to the availability of capital. The
question we must ask the Government is, why has
it taken so long to deal with this dismal situation
angl that too, why under reported pressure of the
World Bank?

Il the Government is ready to give the central
bank a new regulatory role on the fiscal scene, it
must go much further than what is suggested by
the latest proposed amendments. Here, the cen-
tral issue relates to the position of the Bangladesh
Bank as a slatutory autonomous body which, in its
policy directives and day-to-day functions, must
maintain its well-measured independence [rom
the Ministry of Finance. A guest columnist of this
paper, Abu Ahmed, probably spoke for a cross
section of experts when he argued in his com-
mentary on Monday that this independence now
exists more on paper, within the framework of
the Bangladesh Bank Order, 1972, than in reality.
During the authoritarian regime of Hussain
Mohammad Ershad, the central bank, like other
fiscal institutions, was a victim of political signals,
resulting in confusion and chaos, and it steadily
losing its initiative. Mr Ahmed's column would
suggest — and we agree with him on this and on
other points — that the situation is yet to be re-
versed. We admire much of the macro-economic
reforms introduced by Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman, which have helped In bringing about
considerable [iscal discipline. He must now let
institutions, especially the central bank, come
into their own and start functioning in the way
they should.

The ball is not entirely in the court of the
Ministry of Finance. The esh Bank, as we
know it today, suflers from of uptodate re-
search facilities and even expertise at different

levels, a situation that prevents the organisation

from demonstrating its initiative in dealing with

other government institutions and banks from a
position of strength. unlike, if one may draw any
comparison, its counterparts in India, Pakistan
and Shri Lanka. When the Bangladesh Bank takes
up this new role, the country's financial institu-
tions will also learn to be open, adhering to all
the established fiscal norms in the best interest

ol the country.

A Hospital's Agony

The Rehabilitation Institute of Handicapped
and Disabled (RIHD) popularly known as Pongu
Hospital (hospital for the disabled), which has al-
ready earned considerable ill reputation as a
messy place, has only become messier still. The

mess is as much literal as management-related.
Both, however, are closely linked and integral to

serving the purpose of the establishment worth
its name. This time things have gone out of con-
trol only because the internal rancour has been
too explosive to contain within the institute's
confines. Apparently, it is a petty incident that
ignited the simmering discontent that owes more
to a lack of discipline, and account-
ability than to an isolated but heated incident. -

Indeed, the alleged assault on the wife of a
fourth class employee by two doctors does not do
any great credit either to the doctors concerned
or to the whole institute. Without going into the
merit of the allegation, one can see that the rela-
tions between the two sides are far from conge-
nial for serving patients with worst forms of
complications. It could very well have been - a
case of personal feud. But not quite. The fourth
class employees of the hospital have organised
themselves to protest an illegal and inhuman act
by iwo of their bosses. Little did they think that
by doing so they too were committing a crime
against the afllicted human beings who needed
more care and a healthy environment for lessen-
ing their pains and early recovery.

The issue of healthy environment, however, -

has never been a plus point for our hospitals,
much less the RIHD. Pictorial reports on the
dismal situation, including various irregularities
and mismanagement in which both doctors and
employees of different categories have a part of-
ten in league. carried in several dailies could not
rouse the people concerned to act for a change
for the better. The system has, over the years, al-
‘legedly deteriorated. All this because there is
none to see to the enforcement of discipline and

accountability. People with suspect prafessional

integrily are barely {it to run the system smoothly
and this is despite the sincerity and devotion of
one or two at the top.

As for the current deterioration of the order
and discipline at the RIHD, some people some-
where are at fault. i behaves abominably,
there are laws to deal with the situation. There is
no point in allowing personal acrimony to spill
over to areas where the interests of general pub-
lic rest. That is why the urgency of restoring
order in establishments, more so in hospitals, is
badly felt. Will the administration rise up to the
occasion and make the RIHD as also other hospi-
tals, including the clinics, function smoothly
more as an institute other than a medium for

money-spinning — albeit indirectly?

Is Middle-East Peace Process in Two Tracks?

HHEN the US Secrela
Ig of States Warren
hristopher under-

took his trip abroad — to the
most difficult diplomatie
terrain — the Middlg-East he
was cautious and pmobably un-
sure about the outcome of his
trip. He said — he was going
there to listen though every-
one knew that his main

was 0 revive the Middle-East
peace p ss which was sus-
pc since December 17,
1982 when laracl deported
over 415 Palestinians to south
Lebanon. Though Republicans
scems to have some weakness
for Israel, Clinton administra-
tion has expressed ils inten-
tion to pursuc the peace-path
followed by Bush administra-
tion. Warren Christopher's
carly visit to Middle-East also
indicate such trend in US's
[oreign policy in the Middle-
East. Dut the recent statement
by Faruq Kaddoumi, head of
political department of PLO,
revealed that Clinton adminis-
tration had not confirmed its
adhercnee Lo the principles of
negotiations {.e. the necgolia-
tions to be based on Security
Councils' resolutions asking
Isracl to withdraw from the
occupied territories. I this is
so. this does not augur well for
the prace process and one
docs not understand how un-

der such situation US could be '

a "full partner” in the peace
process,

Warren Christopher trav-
clied to all the Arab countries
involved directly or indircctly
in the peace process and

RIME Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia scems (o

be a virtual absentee
from her main political duaty,
She is the leader of the House,
yct she hardly speaks at the
scsstons of Sangsad. Her party
is a queer confluence of people
from various political streams.
They fumble and [alter on each
and fssue.
" In each public meeting, she
accuses her main political op-

| ponent Awami League ecither

directly or indirectly of creat-
ing trouble, resorting to hartal,
violence ete. All these, she
says, are impending the devel-
opment programme of the
government. But she could not
as yct articulate her govern-
ment's p me. By now, as
it is fclt, she has set an exam-
ple of non-performance.

BNP came to power with a
bundle or promises but
achieved little so far. The Joint
Declaration of the three al-
Hances, to which it was a sig-
natory, on the eve ol Gencral
Ershad’s fall, has probably |
pushcd beneath the carpet.’
ont knows about the.fate of the
"Ahsan Commissfon” formed by
acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed. But one
thing the government had
achieved. It could have irked
the bureaucrats with spectacu-
lar success. Burcaucrats are no
angels. Many of them did much
harm to the nation in the past.
But that is one side of the coin,
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Abominable trend

Sir, Like thousands of other
students, | went to the
Chittagong University to sit for
the "admission test”. liaving no
relations there | shared the
bed with a senior student from
my area in a hall of residence
who was kind enough to help
me in all possible ways.

Just as the examination was
to start, a group of students
entered the room and solicited
the admission seckers to join
the Islami Chhatra Shibir. The
teachers on duty in the room
kept quiet. Later | gathered
from several other examinees
that the same happened in
other rooms as well.

I must say this left a ve
bad impression on my mind.
The honourable Vice-
Chancellor is possibly keeping
his eyes shut, but how long
such abominable trend of stu-
dent politics {s to be toler-
ated? Just who the govern-
ment and the university au-
thorities are afraid of?
Certainly the tax payers have a
right to see their children
pursue their studies in a clean
and sobre atmosphere. They
do not want to see the univer-
sities as playgrounds for
pseudo political mischief mon:

gers.

Abeda Sultana
Methikanda, Comilla

Statistical figures

Sir, It appears production
figures of selected iIndustrial
items of the country at page
276-277 of Statistical Year
Book 1991 are rather ques-
tionable. Only one lathe ma-
chine was produced In B1-82
against four in 89-80. The MS
Rod production was 25,233
tons in 88-8B9 against 25,123
tons in B9-90. Writing paper
production was 10,843 tons in
B8-89 against 2660 tons in BO-
90. Only two table fans were
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pressed upon the parties for
the resumption ol the peace
itk as gquickly as possible. The
present obstacle In the way
appcars o be lsracl's refusal to
tuke the Pulestintan deportees
back home. Apparently Warren
Christopher did net put
cnough pressure on lsracl on
this issue. [t scems sirange
that US remained satisfied
with Isracls agreement to take
back only [00 deportees
which was only partial comphi-
ance ol UN resolution on de-
portation

Being a permanent member
ol the UN Security Council #t
should insist on full complt-
cance of the resolutions as it
has been doing in other cases
and particularly on Iraq
Morcover, for Lhe sake of
pcace process the US should
reconsider its position with
"LO. The US knows thal peace
process cannot move forward
without the PLO. The negolia-
tions that have taken place so
far have been guided by PLO
headquarter. Palcstinian lead-
ership in the occupted territo-
ries wil' not move an inch
without clear instructions from
PLO.

Even Israel has lillcd its ban
on contacts with PLO. This,
therefore, 1s the right moment
for the US to make a positive
move towards PLO. Indeed,
the US decided to talk to PLO,
this coiald moderate PLO's
stand on deportees. Aralat has
already suggested the return of
all deportees within an agreed
time [frame — reportedly six
months. What is the difference

[Jut how can a political gov-
ernment run the administra-
tion and address serious prob-
lems the country is beset with,
without the active and willing
cooperation of the permanent
scrvices? In two years time,
we saw  three Inspector
Gencrals of Police. The llome
Minister, of course, remained
undisturbed. Did such ecye
wash improve the law and
order situation? Anti-terrorist
Ordinance had been passed.
Could il deter the recurrence
¢f violence on campuses, in
industrial areas and else-
where? Passing of an ordi-
nance is one thing, enforce-
menl is another. The govern-
ment, by a series of reckless
decisions, has isolated {tself
[rom the permanent services.
Not good sign.

The Establishment Ministry
has served show-cause notice
on three leaders of Bangladesh
Civil Service Coordination
Committee under Government
Servants’ Conduct Rule 1979
for their alleged addressing a
press conference on Feb 25
without prior permission. In
fact, only Dr M A Majed, the
Chairman of the committee,
addressed the said conler-
ence. The committee submit-
ted a memorandum to the

Prime Minister containing

between six months and 10
months? Even lsrael s not
sure about the deporices’
membership of Hamas [t has
acknowled that atleast 10
of the Palestinian deportecs Lo
south Lebanon were of mis-
taken identity and decided to
take them back. It also de-
cided to take another 100
immediztely. Even f it is a
diplomatic manocuvre to find
some accommodation, this

should be extended to other
deportees too, which could
pave the way lor resumption of

the pcace process.

SPOTLIGEIT OLF MIIDIDLE BATT

Eastern sattle lines .

The Synan strongman told
the chiel US diplomat that he
was ready for a deal with
Isracl. He repeated publie
statements about trading “total
peace” with Israel for a “total
withdrawal® Israel from
Syrias Golan Heights, Prime
Minister Rabin said that Syria
has shown “the beginning of
the better approach™ towards
the peace process. He even
mentioned of "Syria first” ne-
gotiating strategy indicating
that the fssues with Syria could
be solved first and others

Muslehuddin Ahmad

But &s il scems the inten-
tion of Israel 1s to Introduce
two track negotiations inthe
pcace process. In my comment
in this column on November
13, 1992 | said, "Any scparale
agreement with Syria which
cannot be ruled out totally as
President Assad of Syria may
be prepered to do anything to
gel back his strategic Golan
Heights, Palestinian interest
will sulfer and tndeed the
character of the entire peace
process will change”™ Israch
Prime Minister Rabin felt en-
couraged by recent Syrian
overture which was reportedly
communicated through Warren
Christopher. "He (Assad) gave
Warren Christopher a secret
diplomatic gift that could lead
to redrawing of Middle

taken up later thercby ac-
knowledging the possibility of
two track negotiating strategy
Israel's plan secms to be to
pursue the Camp-David style
peace agreement with Arabs —
take care of them one by one.
For Israel this is indeed the
right time as Arabs stand
hopelessly divided after the
Gull war Israeli Prime
Mintster said he did not like
Madrid formula of
comprehensive negotiations
with all the concerncd Arabs
Thus the move is towards two
— track necgotiating strategy.
The results are obvious; the
Palestinians will be the worst
suflferers once Syria |s
neultralised. Indeed. Israel
wanted “total peace” with Syria
mcanin

by A M Mominul Huq

demands on Feb 13. They in-
sist on abolition of BCS
(Administrative] cadre and
creation of two cadres namely
BCS |(Land)] and BCS
(Magistracy). Why could not
the Prime Minister lalk to the
leaders of the Coordination
Committee and thrash oul the
matler? It is clear now that,
oversmariness of some in the
Prime Minister's Secretariat
had caused annoyance to the
entire administralive set-up.
After all, all roads now lead (o
the PM's Secretartat; be it the
transfer of the Principal of a
government college or the
Director of any corporation, all
are to be approved by this
Secretariat. It scems that the
Prime Minister, surroundced by
a coterie, s i{solated from the

bureaucracy.

A he cnl secms o
have little sense of priority.
What about the economy?
Despite improvement of the
macro-economic situation, the
total economic sector is in
shambles. The Finance
Minister is jetting around the
world on the eve of the Aid
Club meeting due to be held in

. He is, however, speaking
ol rise in foreign-exchange re-

| — ——

produced in 88-89 and also
two fans in 89-90. The hand
pump production was only 595
nos in 89-80 against 128 nos
in 88-89. The GP sheet pro-
duction was only 13,589 tons
in B9-80 against 45,194 tons
in 85-86.

The Steel Corporation alone
used to produce more than
61,000 tons. MS Rod a year
during 79-80, B0-81, and B81-
82 in eight rerolling mills
while today more than 100
rerolling mills exist. There are
scveral lathe machine manu-
facturing plants including the
Machine Tolls Factory at
Joydebpur, but how the annual
production can be 2 nos only?

This government publica-
tion is a valuable document
published by the Ministry of
Planning; but how they plan
on these Incorrect statistics?
Let the authority look into the
matter seriously.

Sadig Alee -
Maghbazar, Dhaka

Of migratory birds

Sir, It would seem from the
lctters appearihg in yodr paper
on protection of migratory
birds that effective protection
is being afforded to these poor
creatures. This 1s hardly true.
There is a modicum of protec-
tion to these birds in Dhaka
where they congregate in
Mirpur Zoo, Pilkhana and
Bangobhaban waler bodies. In
rest of the country it is open
season. | have on many occa-
sions heard stories ol hard-
ships endured by avid ‘shikaris’
who go out of Dhaka on their
‘shikar’ campaigns. These were
hardships of weather, misfir-
ing ammunition or the clever
birds — blast them — who do
not allow approaches within
shooting range. Never have |
heard any incident of any in-
terference by anyone trying to

rotect these birds. | have
eard from the gourmet fan-

e —

cies of police interference in
sales and transportation of
these birds by those who

Again, | do not understand
why a hue and cry is being
raised by some others fust be-
cause there exists a law which

- bans killing of these birds.

Probably because conscience
does prick least when they in-
dulge themselves in shooting
or cating the poor creatures.
Now let us examine the

consequences ol non-protec-
tion. Pink Headed Duck of this

‘area became extinct in early

thirties in spite of strict regu-
lation! Most migratory birds
and a rare cranc almost be-
came extinct in Korea. The
creation of DMZ saved them.
There was celebration when a
crane thought to have become
extinct was sighted in DMZ.
As fool note | may mention
that most 'wild ducks’ sold in
Farmgate and Elephant Road
arcas of the city are actually
exotic varieties of domesti-
cated birds. It amuses me
when the gourmets pay lantas-
tic price for these birds, and |
wish them felicity of the table,

M W Ali
Motijheel C/A, Dhaka

Foreign trade of
Bangladesh

Sir. We understand that
since 1972 we are continue
ously having an imbalanced
foreign trade cvery ycar,

Through the eolumn of your
evsteemed daily we would like
to request the Ministry of
Commerce and the Ministry of
Finance to kindly let the peo-
ple of our country know the
up-to-date total aceumulated
amoun! of our foreign trade
deficit and the amount of our
exporl to and import from the
USA, UK, Japan, India and
Pakistan yearwise,

We would be further grate-
ful if our democratic govern-
ment also kindly let us know
as to how and when we would
be able to recoup Lhe forcign
trade deficit and from which
probable year we may have a
[avourable foreign trade.

O I Kabir
Dhaka 1203

-
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scrve. And, yes, the reserve
has swelled to 2 billion dollars
along with high volume of rev-
enue collection by the gov-
ernment. This is due to the
tmposition of VAT at the rale
of 156 per cent — highest
among the comparable coun-
tries and that too on all con-
ceivable items, even life saving
medicines have not becn
spared. in spite of it there ex-
ists a dichotomy in the econ-
omy. The investment is tolally
shy. The latest World Bank re-
port reveals that public in-
vestments under Bangladesh's
Annual Development
Programme (ADP) stood at 5
per cent and private sector in-
vestmen: at 5.8 p c of the GDP
in 1991-92. The overall in-
vestment ratio stood at 10.8 p
c of GDP compared with 18 p
c in Nepal, 23 p c in India, and
19 p € in Pakistan. The in-
vestment trend is absolutely
sluggish. A fund of about Tk
700 crore is lying idle with the
banks. The Regional Director
of World Bank. Ann [lamilton,
during her recent visit of
Bangladesh, did not mince
words. She candidly said that
the nct flow of forcign assis-
tance is measured by dis-
bursement and utilisation. That
is why, Hamilton said, World
Bank did not make any rec-
ommendation in its memoran-
dum to be placed at the Aid
Club meeling.

Already retrenchment of
employees in the industrial
sector has created a new con-
cern for the government. The
workers of jute and textile in-

thercby diplomatic

Non-performance may Lead toBlind Alleys

relation, trade and commeree
movement of the people freely
across the border — something
even more than what lsrael
arhieved with Egypt.

The US shouid ponder owver
thts approach serfously —
Divide and Conguer’ policy of
Israel. This will not solve
Middle -East problems. The
weaker will get still weaker
and may look lor destructive
avenues for retaliation. The
bombing of World Trade
Centre which has rightly at-
tracted world condemnation
cannol be scen as an isolated
incident. One or two suspects
f[rom Middle
East arrestcd on circumsian-
tial evidence may not reveal
the true picture. This may only
be the first step but the prob-
lem deserves deeper consider-
ations and investigations as un-
solved problems around the
world where the US is more
directly involved may also be
the possible causes for such
disastrous acts.

Even (f terrorists from
Middle-East are assumed to be
irvolved, one must look for the
causes for such acts and causes
must be removed including
Isracl s death squads against
Palestinians. Indeed, the re-
ported killing of Palestinians
by Isracll death squads will
seriously aggravate the situa-
tion. lsracl Foreign Minister
himsell expressed deep con-
cern that his country was on
the verge of "Yugoslavia — ke
situation”

In order to save such a situ-

dustries are prossing for Im-
plementation of the Wages and
Productivitly Commission
Reparl.

Again, earnings [rom export
of jute yams had dcclined dur
ing the [trst seven months of
the [iscal ycar 1092-83.
Earnings declined by 21 .79 p e
and volume by 2560 p ¢ com-
pared to Lthose in the first ftve
months of the samc period. It
is apprehended that the target
for exporting 85,000 tons of
jute yarn against carnings of
255 crore Laka will nolt be ma-
terialised. The Jule Spinners
Association had attributed this
decline to the local composite
jute mills who are supplying to
European and US buyers at
undercut prices. The Jute Mill
Owners Associalion, on the
other hand, had accused the
government for encouraging
the manufacture of synthetics
which is damaging the market
of jute producis at home and
abroad

The BNP government had
promised a lot. What about the
much talked ol new Health
Policy and Drug Policy?
Whenever there happens any-
thing otherwise, the govern-
ment f[inishes its duty by
changing the ofliccr or officers
concerned. This is not what an
accountable government is
meant for.

So far as foreign policy is
concerned, Bangladesh seems
to have none at the moment.
The Foreign Minister has said
much less than what really the
situation is. The Foreign Office

perhaps now has chosen

hibernation. Is the government -

maintaining equidistance from

atton he clearly mentioned
about territorial compromise’.
Some other israclt Ministers
also indicated their support for
territorial compromise. But
such lerritorial compromise
should be in the context of
comprehensive settlement of
all vocupied territorics and not
simply turning over Gaza Strip
to the Palestinians which
‘inevitably be an independent
state Jed by the PLO” — (as one
lsracH Minister said) The idea
is good as [sracl authority now
talks of an Independent
Palestinian State — though he
mentioned only Gaza. The idea
should also include West Bank
and here also the idea of
‘gradualtsm” is valid as lsrael
"withdrawal™ has to be over an

agreed period of time.

The US-Russian invitation
for resumption ol the peace
talks on April 20, has not been
accepted by the Palestinians in
the occupied territories. They
demand a satisfactory solution
ol the deportation issue
including Israel's [irm
commitment to stop further
deportations in the future,

Syria though reportedly was
eager for early peace talks has
not formally accepted the
invitation. The next meeting
on March 28-29 of the Foreign
Ministers of Syria, Lebanon
and Jordan with the PLO
officials will decide on the
course of action. Let better
sense prevall — comprehensive
settlement seems to be the
only way to bring some form of
ace in the Middle-East.

Delht and Islamabad? Begum

Zia denounced In strongest
terms the demolition of Babr
mosque. Correcily, she did so.
Bul she cared litle 1o see that
as a backlash of that in-
cident there had been demolt-
tion of some temples here. She

kept stlent on the matter. She
ought to have ordered the re-
butlding of them thereby set-
ting an example Bangladesh
could boast ol

The Foreign Ministry had
not as yet come out with stark
fact, It must have iIn (ts
possession, that caused large
scale Rohingya migration to
Bangladesh. Who were the
countries involved in foment-
ing the issue within Myanmar
making Bangladesh a scape-
goat? Last year, the PM had
talks with Indian Prime
Minister in Delhi. But could
she settle anything or pave the
way for settlement of outstand-

ing problems like Ganges wa-
ter problem, Chakma insur-

gency and the like? Apparently
she likes to be portrayed as
anti-Indian, again she achieved
nothing out of it. No diplo-
matic offensive is in sight. Has
the government commissioned
some others to speak on its
behalf in international forums?

Such non- rmance shall
lead the government and the
nation to only blind alleys. It
should bé remembered that
every nation has a hang-over of
the past.

In Rome, the delusion that
the infamous Nero had re-
turned from the grave was
welcomed by the populace and
the French pmpul:‘tmperﬁ
ated by the bumb inco -
tence and lack of !Ilrrm.l::P:f
democratic governments,
craved the glory and excite-
ment of Napoleon. :
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West's Attitude towards Bosnian Muslims

Amusingly, it is reported
that a pornographic show of
racy magazines and sex [ilms
opcned at the House of
Commons to convince the se-
lect viewers of British MPs
that a new obscenity law is
needed to combat the wanton
and unchecked avatlability of
such vulgar products in the
market of English shores.
Whether the British MPs are
novice or innocent to hard
corc porno-graphic material in
their society {8 an open ques-
tion. What strikes one disbe-
licvingly is that the distin-
guished Members of
Parliament deemed it neccs-
sary to view Lhe filthy pictures
in order to come to a common

ronsensus of its negative efllect

on social morals.

This is synonymous to a sit-
uation where under-age chil-
dren arc allowed to watch
rated movics to determine fts
psychological impact. What
would have been ethical and
made¢ sense, is the British MPs
instead of spending the
evening watching electrilying
pictures could have organised
lo witness the documentaries
focusing on the brutal atroct-
ties commilted by the Serbs
on Bosnian Muslims.

In the freezing weather,
cold and hunger have alrcady
claimed thousands of Hves of
the entrapped Bosnians whose
lifeline of relicf have been cor-
doned ofl and Lheir dwellings
uprotoled. The sickening mind
of the Serbs Is now engaged in
starving oul the whole popula-
Lion.

The European countrics
want no real part In this con
lict. They have seen the hor
rors ol the two World Wars and
now have nightmares ol start-
ing a third one in thelr neigh-
bourhood.

What pricks one's con-

Khurrum Malik

scicnce is how could the civi-
lized nations of Europe simply
stand by and watch a whole
cthnic population being delib-
eratcly starved and tortured.
Frontline countries like
Hiritain, France and Germany
could have played a pivotal
role in chalking out a settle-
ment to the crisis, rather than

pointing to the negotiating

“table where talks are appar-

ently ending in more talks.

Interestingly, when the
Baltic regions ol Latvia and
Estonfa declared {indepen-
dence following the dismem-
berment of the former Soviet
Unfon, Gorbachev sent the
Russian armoured carriers and
tanks to run over the indepen-
dence show, but promptly re-
ceded on the face of sull oppo-
silion shown by the United
States and its Western allies,

However, when the Bosnian
Muslims voted last year to se-
cede from Yugoslavia it was lefl
to the heavily armed Serbs to
scttle the matter through mass
murders and eviction of vast
multitude of people from their
community. The advancing
Serbs meantime scized 70 per
cent of the Bosnian territories.

In Somalia, reli¢l operations
to the starving Somalis were
reinforced by US marines, who
also disarmed the warring fac-
tions of the two main rivals.
There ware incidents of sniper
shots and reprisal killings by
the US marines.

But what in Bosnia? Glant C-
130 llercules turbo prop atr-
planes reed to fly mere than
10,000 feet under the cover of
darkness to airdrop reliefl sup-
plies to the freezing and hun
gry Bosnians.

Is there a religious conno
tation? The [acts ohserved are
pointers to this assumption

Quite so, the threat of Islamic
fundamentalism to the West
was signalled when the Islamic
revolutionary government in
Iran seized power by over-
throwing the Shah in 1979.
Ayatollah Khomeini (firmly
established theology on state
administration and declared
"demonic” United States to be
responsible for the ills of the
world. The Americans found an
uncompromising Khomejni to
deal with, for their policy in
the Persian Gulf. The last nail
on the coflin was hammered
when 50 members of the US
Embassy stall were seized and
held hostage for 444 days. The
attempted rescue of the
hostages by the US Navy and
marines [afled with casualty of
the US servicemen. This
caused further deterioration of
the relationship between the
US and Iran. International ter-
rorism is now identified by the
West with Islamic zealots, With
a number of 1.2 billion
Muslims across the world in all
nationalities, the threat looks
formidable for the dralters of
the new world order. The re-
cent bombing of the World
Trade Centre in New York has
got the {ederal agents socking
it on Islamic militants, as
though 'his was the only op-
tion to work on. How things
will shape up is yct to be seen,

What the Wesl is gravely
overlooking is that the
Muslims, globally, are now be-
ginning to feel the heat of dis-
crimination and persecution.
In Bosnia by Serbs, in India by
BJP, in Shri Lanka by the
LTTE, ethnic Muslims are tar
geted for territorial cleansin
through mass murder an
eviction from their legal habi
tat

The continuation of this
trend is the real threat to
world peace




