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No more surrender to
terror tactics: Salfur

Finance Minister Saitlar
Rahman yesterday said the
Lisk of the government is to
govern the country for people's
wellare, not to submit to
irrational and irresponsible
pressure from wvested quar
lers”, reports UND,

“There shall be no more
surrender in future, and a
handful of people will not be
allowed to held the cconomy
hostage through terror tac-
tics,” he caltegorically said, ap-
parcntly lashing out at the
SKOP-sponsored 48-hour
sirike by workers and employ-
ces demanding wage hike,

The Finance Minister was
addressing as chicl guest the
inaugural session of a two-day
conlerence of gencral and re-
gional managers of Bangladesh
Krishi Bank and Rajshaht
Krishi Unnayan Bank.

Precsided over by the
Chairman of Krishi Bank, the
scssfon was also addressed by
Slate Minister for Finance
Mojibor Rahman, Finance
Sceretary Nasimuddin Ahmed,
Managing Directors of the two
banks and the Chairman of
Krishi Unnayan Bank.

Saffur Rahman regretted

Sadar Uddin
Chisti freed

By Staff Correspondent

Sadar Uddin Ahmed Chisti,
the sufi who was arrested in
connection with a December
26 incident at Keranigani,
Dhaka, was releascd Tuesday
[rom the Dhaka Central Jail.

He was received by a host of
his followers at the jail gate.

Chisti was arrecsted on
December 29 last ycar from a
“urs’’ of Khwaja Mainuddin
Ahmed Chisti at Feni and put
under detention for 120 days.

Advocate Khandaker Mah-
bub Hossain moved a writ
pctition on behall of Ahmed's
wife Begum Gowhar Ara in the
High Court on February 3
challenging the dectention.

A High Court),bench com-
prising Justice Naimuddin
Ahmed and Justice Golam
Rabbani in a verdict of March
11 declared the detention
void.

Sadar Uddin was arrcsted
when several thousand armed
people including some
madrasha students attacked
the * Khanka" of the sufi,
Chistia Sangha, a preaching
centre of sufism.

Two phople were killed and
more than 100 others includ-
ing some police offlicials were
wounded in the clash between
the armed people and police.

Local religious Icaders
waged a movement against
Chisti since October last year
and held two rallied at
Keraniganf demanding  his
capital punishment and ban-
ning of his books.

Two of the religious books
writicn by the sufl was banned
by the Ershad government un-
dcr thc pressure of a reigious

that some “unscrupulous”
litical parties werc still lup-
purting “economic anarchy™.
“Being a popularly clocted
government;, the BNP govern
ment cannot create unneces-
sary infatlionary pressure on
the cconomy or Incrcase tax
burden and misery of the peo

ple through unncecessary and
illogical wagc-hikes.’ he
pointed out.

Refer ing to the .poor loan
disbursement and rccovery
performance of BKB  and
RAKUB, the Finance Minister
asked the bankers to fraternise

with soclety around insiead of
sitting in the office lke
‘Kabultwallahs'(moncy
lenders).

“The colonial concepl of
collateral banking should be
given up-and in {ts place the
bankers should develop par-
ticlpatory and rclationship-
based character banking”, he
said.

Sailur Rahman noted that
for development, growth and
employment generation,
Bangladesh had no alternative
but to adopt the policy of
strengthening its rural agro-
bascd economy as a develop-
ment strategy.

Expressing his displeasure
at the amount ol loan dis-
bursed, Rahman said the vol-
ume was quite inconsequential
in terms of the siz¢ and im-
portance of our agricultural
scetor. He asked the bankers
to undertake a vigorous loan
disbursement drive and pro-
mole cconomic aclivilics as
monctary agents of the gov-

ernmeht.
The State Minister for

Finance in his specech urged
the bankers 1o rcsolve the
certificate cases as expedi-
tiously as possible so that
*decfault culturc” is discour-
aged. He called upon them to
reach banking services lo the
doorsteps of poor peasants and
provide them with timely
credits.

PM shocked at
loss of lives
in USA

The Prime Minister, Begum
Khaleda Zia, ycsterday ex-
pressed her sympathy and
condolence at the loss of life
and dimage to property,
causcd by storms in the United
Stales, reports BSS.

In a message to the US
President, William J Clinton,
the Prime Minister said, "We
have been deeply shocked and
Fﬁmd at the tragic loss of

and damage ol property,
causcd by the unprecedented
storms that have devastated
the entire castern coast of the
United States.

Begum Zia said, "On behall
of the pcople and government
of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh and on my own be-
half, | convey through your ex:
cellency our decpest sympa-
thics and sincere condolence
to the people, aflected by this
natural calamity
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the AL leader's plea that we
should spare any embarrass
ment th governmenis of these
friendly countries probably
represenis the view ol a cross
scction of our Informed cir
cles.

A diplomat does not — cer-
tainly should not — earn an
ambassadorial pesition as a
matter of right. It is a privilege
that must suit the prioritics of
the country and, above all, the
needs ol Lhe Foreign Minisiry
This mcans that an offlictal at
tached to the Foreign Ministry
can be transferred 0 anolher
ministry or retifed with full
- ion beneflits. In other
words, the hands of lhe
Foreign Ministry are not ticd
where tments of Lhese
three diplomats as ambas-
sadors are concerned

The statement by Sheikh
Hasina should also scrve as a
welcome signal for the Foreign
Ministry to take a good look at
the staTing. responsibilities
and functions of cur missions
abroad, tn the light of new
challenges and prionities fac:
ing the country

Necarly two years ago,
Foreign Minister Mostalizur
Rahman had wid The Daily
Star, during a full-page exclu-
sive interview, that from then
on, all our diplomatic missions
would be geared 10 economic
relations, export promotion,
generation of investments and
the use of our surplus man
power from Bangladesh

What is the track record of
our missions so {ar 7 Are they
meeting their targets, if any, in
the ficids just mentioned 7

In posting new ambassadors
in countries which serve as the
country's strongest economic
partners, such as Japan, the

Dlplomatlc postings

United States, the EEC bloc of
nations and even a potential
source of joint ventures like
Malaysia, do we look for candi-
dates with the right back-
ground in trade, commerce
and investimenis? When we do
not ind them within the
Forcign Minisiry, do we look at
olther areas, say, in the private
scctor or in financial organisa-
tions ?

Again, whit kind of com-
mercial mitnistors, labour al-
taches and press counsellors
have we, posted in our missions
in recent years lo bring about
the rcorientalion ol our cxter-
nal relations ulong Lhe lines
suggested by the Foreign
Minisler two years ago 7

Obviously, much remains to
be done in this respectl, as we
learnt on Sunday, when two
visiting Japancse experts
talked about several miscon-
ceptions which prevatl in their
couniry aboutl South Asia in
gencral and Dangladesh in
particular ;

Ax Prol Takako Hirose told
a seminar of the Institute of
International and Strategic
Studics, "Japan docs nol give
much impertance 1o South
Asw. In our eountry, we do not
even gel a travel guide of
Bangladesh "

Since Forelgn Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman inaugu-
rated the seminar. we can as-
sume tha!l t1he ‘warnings
soundcd by the distinguished
visitors were naot lost on the
gavernment. The guestion re-
mains. how and when the rele-
van! ministirics will act on
these warnings, instead of
wasting their time with con
troversial ambassadorial ap
pointments Bangladesh can do
without ?

L
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Normal production was re-
portedly hampered in the [ac-
lories fn and around Dhaka,
Gazipur, Khulna, Jessore,
Sirajganj, Rajshaht, Chittagong,
Mymensingh and other places.

The SKOP leaders warned
of fresh programmes If festival
bonus was not paid to the
workers before Eid-ul-Fitr and
added that a greatcr move to
rcalise the demands would be
announced soon after the holi-
days.

However, the government
termed the strike “illegal and
contrary to labour laws” and
warncd that legal action would
be taken against the absentee
workers if they fafled to join
work immediately.

Bangladesh Employees'
Associalion in a statement
Tucsday lauded the govern-
ment move ignoring the de-
mands of the striking workers.

in the capital, life rcemained
normal as banks and offices
functioned as usual while the
markets and trading centres
continued to do the brisk pre-
Eid business.

Both private and public
lransporis plied normally but

intcr-district bus services op-
erated in a considerably re-
duced strength. However, train
and launch services remained
undisturbed,

Road communication was
disrupted at several

t.nnﬁ blochd-ih
Eﬂakl- mﬂﬂ] Highway

while buses and trucks siayed
ofl the Dhaka-Mymensingh and
Dhaka-North Bengal highways
during the day. :
Although the barricade on
the Chittagong-Dhaka Highway
at Sitakindu was removed by
law enforcement agencics,
buses plicd in different routes
with scme interTuptions.
Dhaka City Corporation offi-
cials manning the inler-dis-
trict bus terminals at Moha-

DU Senate
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spccial scssion at 3 pm today
The President and
Chanccllor of the DU will ap-
point the 218t VC from
the elected panel for a

of four years.

According to sources repre-
scntatives [rom two pancls out
of three — White, Blue and
Pink — of the university teach-
crs will contest the VC panel
clection.

Professor Emazuddin
Ahmed of the Department of
I"olitical Scicnce of DU was
appointcd Lthe acting Vice
Chanecllor aflter the resigna-
ton of former VC Professor
Moniruzzaman Miah on
Novemnber | last.

The last VC-pancl election
wias held in 1990

According to sources the
White panel supporters wheo
wWOTe € in hectic, lo
ing for last couple of days
sclecting their candidates for
VC-pancl election, has Mnally
named its three-member panel
which includes Lhe present
acling vc Prolcssor
Emaruddin Ahmed, Pro-VC
Professor Wakil Ahmed and
'rofessor Yazuddin Ahmed of

the Department of Soil
Science,
Mcanwhile, the Blue panel

sclecied Professor Aminul
islam of the Department of
Soil Seience, Professor
Mashihuzaman, Dean of the
Science Faculty and Professor
Mohammed Moniruzzaman of

the Department of Bengall, as
its candidates in the election.

The Pink panel reportedly
will not contest the election,
sources said.

The 104-DU Senate In-
cludes VC, Pro-VC, Treasurer,
Registrar, ment nomi-
nated five high officials, Jatiya
S.ungsad nominated [ive par-

llament members, Chancclior
nominated five educationists,
DU Syndicate nominated [ive
rescarchers, Academic Council
nominated five Prineipals of
different colleges and ten
tcachers, Chairman of
Secondary and Higher
Sccondary Education DBoard,
Dhaka, 28 representatives of
registered graduates, 35 rep
rcsentatives of DU teachers
and DUCSU nominated five
student representatives.

* khall and Gabtoli said that

none of the buses lecft the
terminais during day while
only a handful of buses lefl the
Saidabad terminal.

Thousands ol passengers
were stranded at the long-
route bus terminals in the city
while passengers were also
scen crossing the ba ed
portions of the highways on
foot and in alternate transports
in Gazipur, Postogala and and a
few other places.

Night coaches from the
city's three inter-district bus
terminals had been scheduled
to resume services since
Tuesday evening although the
48-hour strike ends at
6 am Wednesday today, termi-
nal sources said.

According to the Rnitw:ﬁ
Control Room at Kamalapur,
inter-city train services re-
mained normal on the day and
that a large number of passen-

gers were availing the services
in the absence of regular bus
services.

All domestic and intcrna-

tional [ights of esh
Biman operated while
scrvices at the Sadarghat

launch terminal also remained
undisturbed.

Mcanwhile, different trade
union groups including gar-
ments workers mon-
strations in the city. Rubber
and Forest workers
a rally at Ban !lhl}p:rmhﬂ
with their leader Khandaker
Nasirul Islam in the chafr. It
was addressed, others,
by Workers Federation
President M A Muttaltb and M
A Malck.

Sugar Mills and Jute Mills
Workers Federations organised

a joint rally near the Mlmju
Enurl with A B
chair. The rally was ldllruull
by Shah Alam, Wadud Sharil
and Nur Hossain.

Trade union
protested ©
enforcing agencies on workers
places during the
shutdown and thanked work-
ers for observing the strike.

leaders

Bangladesh Steel,
Engincering and E work-
ers arra a rally in front of

the BSEC head office with Abul
liossain in the chair. It was
addresscd among others by al-
Ned workers federation Inchud-
ing Machine-tools Factory
Sramik League, Titas Gas
Employees Unton and Mchar
Industries Em Union,

In Khulna, production in
jute and lextile mills was ham-
pered. Inter-district buses dud
not ply and banking transac-
tlons were closed the
strike. In the morning, work-
ers look out a procession in
Lthe town.

The workers also held a
rally at Khalishpur industrial
arca in the aflernoon. Sarder
Motahar Uddin, Sirajul Haq

and Hafzuddin Dhutyan ad-
dressced the . The speak-
crs told the a that their

movemenl will continue till
their demands are met.
Our Gazipur Co

reported that almost facto-
ries in the Tongl Industrial
Arca remained (Inoperative
during the day and that inter-
disirict buses did net cross
Tongl.

Liquid asset
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which is not at all abnormal,”
Bank said

The Central Bank said that
the law under which the
commercial banks function re-

LI"H them to hu-p a |pec1=

5

matter of reference that
wo rI:

countries of the

mmmuﬂu‘bnhﬂ'
in the reserve at a relative

 much higher rate.

“Stray incidents mark SKOP strike

Our Stafl Correspondent
from Chittagong adds: The
SKOP called 48-hour shuidown
was observed Tuesday for the
sccond consecutive day leading
lo a collapse in the operation
of scveral hundred mills and
[actorics at the industrial belts
herce.

In the absence of the work-
ers all the indusiries at

Sitakundu, Kalurghat and
Nasirabad industrial belts re-
mained closed. They causcd a
production loss of 100 crore
laka

Sources said, the situation
in those industrial belis re-
mained tense with police de-

loyed to thwart any violence.

All industries inside the
Chittagong Export Processing
Zone (EPZ) [unctioned as usual
without any disturbance, offi-
ctals said when contacted.

Loading and unloading work
at the Chittagong Port was also
quite normal, Port oflicials
confirmed.

Railway sources said, train
communication was normal
Tuesday between Chittagong
and other parts of the country.
No barricade was put up by the
striking workers as security
was beecfed up around the
strike hit arcas.

The transport movement
was also restored Tuesday be-
tween Chittagong and other
parts of the country, police
said

The

ris bound for
the remote places (n
Chitlagong plicd normally.
No unioward incident was
reported Tueaday.

UK assures help
in implementing
administrative
reforms

Britain will extend allout
cooperation to Bangladesh
government in implementing
administrative reforms for re-
structuring the burecaucracy,
rcports UNB.

The assurance came from
Dritish [ligh Commissioner to
Bangladesh Sir Colin H Imray
in a meeting yesterday with
Statc Mintster for Establish-
mecnt Mohammad Nurul Huda
regarding administrative re-
forms and British technical
assistance scholarships [or
public servants.

Water talks
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tive results.

“This (an accord on waler
sharing) can be a gift to the
leaders (who meet during the

summit)”, he said.

The meeting of the JCE, co-
chaired by Irrigation
Sccretaries, has been cagerly
awaited by Bangladcsh as there
has been unusually low dis-
charge ol Ganges waters this
scason, due to absence of an
accord on sharing the flows.

India has been withdrawing
walcrs since 1988 aller expiry
of Lhe last memorandum el
understanding on May 31 that

Flows have shown a declin:
ing trend over the period and
this year it came to an all-time
low.

On March 7. 1993 dis
charge at the Hardinge Dridge
point was the lowest ever with
only 12,547 cusec, down from
last ycars lowesi
cusec.

As a result. the Ganges:
Kobadak projects, one of the
two large irrigation schemes.
has been threatened. Pumps of
the projects that divert water
to dry lands of several districts

Em*l be put into operation
as scheduled on March || due
to unusually low water level

The JCE, formed late last
August alter a two-day merting
of Irrigation Ministers, was
mandated to “work fer an
equitable, long term and com-
prehensive arrangement for
sharing of flows of the Ganges,
Teesta and other major
rivers .~

The joint body first met in
mid-November in New Delhi
but it did not yleld anything
except agreement on mecting

~ moon in Dhaka.
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Bangabandhu
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ganisations and different socio-
cullural organisalions have
drawn eclaborate programmeces
lo mark the day.

The day's prnFramm::s start
with hoistin the natignal
and the pnrty ags at the Awa-
mi League Central Office and at
the Bangabandhu Bhaban at
Dhanmondi at 6 am.

An exhibition of children
art works and a juvenile rally
will lake place at 10 am at the
Bangabandhu Bhaban premisces.

Begum Sulla Kamal, Pre-
sident of the Bangabandhu
Parishad, which s organising
the Tunction, will open the art
cxhibition.

Awami League chiel and
l.eader of the Opposition in
Parllament Sheikh lHasina will
address the rally as chief guest.

Hasan Imam, Prol Panna
Kaiscr and Abdul Matin will
speak on the country's glorfous
l.iberation War at the juventle
rally.

[Russel Shishu Kishore
Parishad will organisc a rally
from in front of the party cen-
tral] office at Bangabandhu
Avenue at 1] am.

Awami League will hold a
discussion at the office

prcemiscs at 2-30 pm in obser-

vance of the day.

Sheikh Hasina will preside
the discussion.

At the Bangabandhu's village
home at Tungipara, the pro-
grammes start with placing of
wrcalths at his mazar and offer-
ing of [atcha.

[Besides, milad mahfil nnd
discussions will also take
place.

Awami League Gencral Sec-
retary Zillur Rahman and
Education and Cultural Scc-
retary Obaidul Kadcr will leave
lor Tungipara today.

The 400 Bangla ycar ob-
servance commiitce members
Sycd Shamsul Hugq, poct liclal
Chowdltury and archilcct
Rabful llussain will also join
the Tungipara functions.

Nuruzzaman
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Commissioned in the
Pakistan Army in October
1960. he rctired from the
Bangladesh Army in 1975,

1
¥
|

Iirig Zaman was ont¢ of the

accusec in the Agartala
Conspiracy Case.
In Janu 1978, he began

his diplomatic career and
scrved as Trade Commissioner
in Australia, Charge d'Aflairs in
Philtppines, High Commissio-
ner in Canada, Ambassador in

In July 1990, he took over
as Ambassador in Sweden and
was concurrenily accreditated
to other Scandinavian coun-
trics.

During his tenure in Dakar,
he was awarded the country's
highest honour by the Sene-
e government.

On Tuesday morning, he
returned home aflter driving
his son .0 school and fclt pain
in his chest while parking his
car in the garage. He dicd
instantly. It was B:30 am
Swedish time, his family
sources in Dhaka said.

Son of late Abu Ahmed, a
ctvil servant under Dritish Raj,
Brig Zaman left behind his
wife, two sons, only daughter,
five brot yers and two sisicrs to
mourn his demise,

His body will be flown to
Dhaka aller his cldest son, now
in Florida, USA, returns to
Stockholm, his relatives said.

One of his brothers-in-law
is Ambassador Humayun Kabir,
Bangladesh's Permanent Re-
presentative to the United
Nations.

Diarrhoea
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borne bacteria across the
country, particularly in ecight
soulthern districlts, control
room sources said.

Of the latest deaths, cight
were in Laxmipur, seven in
Habiganj. two in Jhalakati,
three in Patuakhali, three in
Barisal, one in Barguna, two In
Mrojpur, one in Khulna, one in
fhola and another In
Kishorcganj.

Chinese diplomat
missing in Russia
defects to Sweden

MOSCOW. Mar 16 China's
Consul General in Ruasia's sec-
ond city of St Petersburg and
his wile, who disappcared over
the weckerxd, have defected to
Sweden, the city police chicl
said today, reports Heuter

“This is now a malter for
diplomats,” Major General
Arkady Kramarev told the
news agency

“ The actling Consul
Oeneral of China In 8t
Metersburg (s now in Sweden, ..
Ite has choscn freedom,” he
sl

maximum punishment
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"""'e“Midmg'ht File

Russian democracy in
danger : Yeltsin

MOSCOW, Mar 16: President Boris Yelisin told a ncws
conference with French leader Francois Mitterrand today that
democracy was in scrious danger in Russia, according to
ITAR-Tass news agency. Last week's session of the country's

highest legislature showed Russia [aced
of a communist regime”, he said, addin
nging over democracy and reforms,” re-

very scrious threat
ports Reuter.

possible “restoration
g "There is a very,

Pandemonium breaks out
in Italian parliament

ROME, Mar 16: Pandemonfum broke out in the [lalian par-

lianment today as opposition deputies brandishing a hangman's
noose and multi-coloured sponges interrupted a speech by

Prime Minister Gluliano Amato. The

lHousc expelied three op

of the Lower-

position MPs after Amato's oppo-

nents noisily demanded the government resign over a na-
tionwide corruption scandal, reports Reuter.

Pilgrims
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ment and that the num-
ber of pfligrims would not ex-
ceced 12,000 people.

The agreement specifically
mentioned that all Bangladeshi
pilgrims must reside at the
houses hired by the ern-
ment of Bangladesh in consul-
tation with relevant authoritics
in Makkah Mukaramah and
Madina Monwarah.

It was also clearly stated
that none of the pilgrims will
be allowed to hire accommoda-
tion privately.

BEA lauds
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long-term interests of the
workers,” the statement said,

Anis-ud-Dowla rciterated
that imposition ol wages ignor-
ing capacity to pay would not
ultimately contribute to the
wclfare of workers and cre-
atien ol new employment.

"In the present economic
situalion, what is necessary is
immediate improvement of the
linancial health ol the public
scctor, in one hand and on the
other, promotton of industries
in the private sector particu-
larly the small and ltum in-
dustrics so that cxisting jobs
may be protected and new op-
portunities for employment
arc crcated,” the HEA presi-
dent said.

"The only way to do it is to
link wages with productivity”,
he said, "somchow, our re-
peated pleas in the past have
been ignored”. He siated that
the decision of the govern-
ment under the leadership of
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia "is a bold one.” :

Anis-ud-Dowla said that sec-
lorwise committees should be
constituted under the Trip-
artite Consultative Committee
to recommend ways of linkin 3
wages to productivity an
hoped that this could be
cstablished with sincerity
within a month.

and said

US experts
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visory.

Indian llome Minister SB
Chavan told parliament Lthat he
would ask the External Aflairs
Ministry to check with
Washington about the US advi-
sory.

"Security in the country
would be tightened,” Chavan
pledged as police evacuated
the Dclhi Stock Exchange after
an anonymous caller warned
that a powerful bomb would
cxplode. The call turned out to
be a hoax, one of many re-
ported in New Delhi and
Bombay since Friday's bomb-

Bombay police were comb-
ing the city Tucsday for two
suspected gangsters who [led
with bullet wounds following a
gunbattle on Monday with offi-
ccrs, national television said.

Police have idcntified the
two gangsters as Philoo Khan,
30, and Mangesh Pawar, 26,
they were suspected
of booking the rooms at
Bombay hotcls where bombs
later exploded.

Sccurily was being stepped
up al airports, rail stations and
along Bombay's coast on the
Arabian Sca to prevent the
two, alleged hitmen for Dubai-
based Muslim ganglord
Dawood [brahim, from lccing,
television said.

Bombay police chicl it
Singh Samrma announced Lhe
first a-rests in the case on
Monday and said that the au-
thorities were also looking for
six Muslim brothers believed
to have connections to the jo-
cal underworld.

Samra indicated that local
Muslim gangsters may have
carried out the actual bomb-
ings but said "the crime has in-
ternational inks® he did not

elaborate.
PT1 also said that detcctives

with ex:ensive experience in
anti-terrorism operation from
the state of Punjab had also
reached Bombay to help the

city police.
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Chhatra Shibir and other stu-
denl organisations, in which
ive students were killed and
somec 500 others injured.
Rumours, however, are still
there Lhat the death figure was

more than 10 on February 6.

Another scvere clash oc-
curred March 11, 198] in
which four Shibir activists,
three of them outsiders, were
killed. Since then political ac-
ttvitics of the Shibir had re-
mained suspended until 1988
when the Shibir announced 1ts
becoming a major political
power on the campus.

Of the total victims in the
RU incidents 10 were jdenti-
fied as Shibir activists, two
from the JCD, and one cach
from JSD-Inu backed Chhatra
cague and the Chhatra Union.

The source said that sorhe
25 students were cither crip-
pled or lost parts ol their bod-
ics because of the Shibir-style
torture of cutting tendons and
gouging cyes.

The University students had
also fought several battics with
the people of DBinodpur,
Mcherchandi, Buthpara and
Kaza villages that surround the
campus; 10 kms from Lhe city.

Prof. Shamsul laquc of the
Political Science Depariment,
who had headed at lcast 15
probe bodies told The Daily
Star that nonc ol rcports ex-
cept onec in 1986 was imple-
mented.

In 1986 the former Vice-
Chancellor Profl M A Ragth was
injured by unruly university
employees who joined the vil-

in attacking students.

A toial of 17 employces
mostly transport workers were
terminated lor their involve-
ment in the incident but most
of them were reinstated later.

Haque said the authorities
could only know [acts about
the incident from the inquiry
commitice report,

"The implementation of the
probe body recommendations
will start nnnthcr trouble on
the campus,” Haque said,
adding hat “the varsity au
thorities have a limited power
to punis i the culprits.”

The University Act 1973
allows expulsion of a lludt'ﬂlrll
or

No killer tried

indisciplinary activities.

He said that most of thc vio-
lence was linked with student
politics and originated from
outside the campus. A large
number of outsidcrs were in-
volved in the violence, so the
authorities [afled to take any
action, he added.

tie said that the untversity
authorities can take action
over individual non-political
academic offences.

Recalling such an incident
Prol Haque said that three stu-
dents had been expelled each
for three years for mansacking
the room of the Chairman of
Economics Department a few
ycars ago. The present Pro-
Vice Chancellor Azhar Uddin
was the Chatrman of the de

partment during the time, he
said.

A university source said (hat
another student was expelied
from the campus for life be-
causc ol extorting moncy at
gunpoint [rom a shop on cam-
pus.

Talking to The Daily Star. a
number of University teachers
said that implementation of
prob¢ body reports could help
curb campus violence. They
saw non-implementation as an
"encouragement” 10 the vio
lence
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Bangladeshi missions abroad
have to take inftiative and play
an effective role In attracting
loreign Investors

The BOl Exccultve Chatr-
man M Mustalirur Rahman
spoke at the mecling among
others, highlighting the
activities of the board,

Finarce Minister M Saifur
Rahman, Commerce Minister
M K Anwar, I[Industries
Minister Shamsul Islam Khan,
Planning Mintster Zahiruddin
Khan, Energy Minister Prof
Khandkar Mosharmal Hossain,
Environment and Forest
Minister Abdullah al -Noman,
Jute Minister Bri [Retd)
Hannan Shah a State
Minister for Textiles M A

Manna were present.



