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' ONOURANBLE Finance
. Minister, how de you
feel travelling across

the weorld secking ald and
m for the nation reund the
' saked an MP,
w toque the Awami
Lupt (AL}, In the lnst.session

of parllament.

The etghth in the country's
Fifth Parllament, the last ses-
sion, & -one with a twotal
of 32 working days, resumed
January ‘3, and prerouged on
the 13 of this month.

in the period, a total of
around 500 questions [rom
members o ﬁrhnment
b

ng
bench and the Opposition
were answered by the cabinet
of

But the gquestion ques-
tions, the one from Shamsul
ltoque, that really moved the
minister concerned, M Saifur
Rahman, came January 21, the
sixth working day in the last
scsafon. .

An emotion-charged
Finance Minister replied, ‘I
fcel really bad, 1 feel humili-
aled.’

It's a soul destroying job for
any finance minister, whatever
may be his political belief, o
knock at the doors of devel
oped nations and beg grants
for his own country, the
Minister told the House adding
| wouldn't have done it for
personal reasons’.

What clse the Finance
Minister told the House on the
issuec was that a nation begging
around the world could mldTr-
seri its sovereign ts at -
ferent international

Any sanc individual can
understand the trutsm that a
population desiring to excreise,
ils sovereign rights, as an in-
dependent nation, must con-
centrate on getting economi-
cally sell reliant mobilising
domestic resources at an in-
creased - rate every year,

The Finance Minister, how-
ever, concluded his delibera-
tion on AL MP Shamsul
Hoque's question with a call
for a corsensus of the political
partics on issues of national
interest.

Following the soul search-
ing answer of the Finance
Minister to a question on na-
tional in ty, there was a
pin-drop s i the House.

The silence seemed to have
keft an, impression, al leasi for
while, that Parliament mcem-
bers would concentrate on, in-
stead of time
on trivial issues, ways a
means (o cconomically

strengthen the country. But it
_mllymﬂuﬂnn

eighth session of ﬁm

EFeatureu Health

Parltament witnessed the
highest number ol unached-
uled debates on fasues Lhal
even most of the debalors,
Imter, felt rtant. »
Besides, the MPs debated

An ﬂjm:irnmenl motion on
the recent armed conflict be-
the Jamaal-backed

lslami Chhatra Shibir and the

x

- Students Unity at the

i1 University campus
left at least five persons
Mmd in the

ﬂppnllthn ac-
the Jamaal of attacking

o rest
tudent organtsations at
and blamed the ruling
providing the Shibir

pltrnnh-
rt;r on the
n refute l:he
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m ruling UNI* and the

mainstream Opposition fatled
to chalk out plans with a view
put campus terrorism (o

A 'bul of four 'short discus-
sions’ under Rule 68, on dil-

BE

The (saues inr}uded police
atrocitics against Mohammad
Nasim, Chief Whip of the
Opposition in Parliament; des-
ccration of the Central Shahid
Minar on the eve of historic
February 21, problems of the
peasant community following
price hike of the agricultural
inputs; and 48-hour road and
railway barricade of the jute
and cotton mills workers in
the mid-February.

The discussion on the 48-
hour road and milway barri-
cade took place in the House
me was
position MPs felt
the government had
adopted a policy to bypass
Parliament in ‘tackling’ the is-

-

The workers observed their
programme to press imple-
mentation of the accord signed
with the g:wtrnmtnl 15

programme illegal. They,
hmr. dki not explain the

dilly-dallying in implementa-
tion of the accord

The ministers also acrused
the workers of a lower rale In
production in mills and acto-
ries.

The QOpposition MPs, espe-
clally Matia Chowdhury, tried
o defend the éause of the
workers in Parllament but her
arguments were rhetorical,

PARLIAMENT ROUND-UP

Tangled Business and Frayed Temper

By Nurul Kabir

passed in House. Of 12 bills,
only one was passed unani-
mously. Despite aof 11
bills. the ruling mwd to
accommeodate even a single

amendment to the legislations

proposed by the Opposition
MPs.

The Parliament Members
(Allowances and Remuner-
ation) [(Amendment) Bill,

provision of pensien for the
MPs, indeed, was a good ex-
ample of the legislators' self
criticism.

The Treasury bench and the
Opposition also latled Lo adopt
a consensus resolution on an
issue, generally discussed in
the House for consccutive
days — the Babri Mosque inci-
dent in India

by the Awami Lcague

thld !-hrikh [tasina that ul:lll-
demned both the demolition of
the Mesque and the destruec-
tion of temples in the country
Wils T !

Lack ol coordination among
the Opposition parties In
Pariament was also cvident
with two other resolutions on
the same issue, one from the
Jamaal and the other from the
Jatiya Party, being moved in

A nation begging around the world cannot assert its sovereign rights at different

international forums.

Any sane individual can understand the truism that a population desiring to exercise its

The nunisters seemed un
awarc of the [act that the
workers only. could nol be
blamed for lower raic’ of pro-
duction, No MP pointed oul
wha! even a novice of eco-
nomics could understand that
production [actors included
‘land, labour and capital.”
Besides, poor condition af the
machinery, expenditure be-
hind a heavy-at-the-top-admini-
istration in the public sectlor
mills also had an important
role behind the loss in the
mills.

A total of 12 bills inchading
& prvaic member's “biE vas

1993, thut sought Lo revoke
the provision of pension for
MPs was sced unanimously
because, the MPs while
deliberating on the proposed
law admitted that people had
not accepted the pension for
MPs in good grace.

Incidentally, the Illouse
unanimously passed the
Parliament Members (Allowa-
nces and Remuneration) Bill
1992, last year, that doublcd
their salary and granted a
ycarly pension of Taka 1000
for each MP on his or her
retirement.

Unanimity fn repealing the

South Africa's HIV

j 3Euuthﬂ.frhlﬁcum
pullruml drnm- which

may transform its society, HIV -

has been spreading quickly

and quictly throughout: the
country. Time is running out.
Uniess South Africa im-

plements eflective AIDS
sirafegies, the future looks
very bleak.

As in other parts of the
worid, the pandemic is made
up of several small
The first of these was as
as 1982 and allected white
men who had sex with men.

The number of reported
AIDS cases gay mecn has
now reached a four-year low,

suggesting that the numbcer of
new HIV infections is dmp

ping, probably in Tnu
community-generat AIDS

education.

But the hetergsexually-ac-
quired epidemic is on the in-
clr-:. There is little evidence

t HIV was nt
heterosexuals hei:um Iiﬂ‘w

Sincc then it has spread at
nrlu:llmlhrtnlh-;llunln
other castern and central
Alrican countries. South Africa
shares some of the conditions
which have led to the explo-
sive spread of AIDS in the
continent, such as a high
prevalence of sexually-trans-
mitied diseases (3 millon
cases a year} which “facilitate
HIV transmission.

South Africa’s considerable
cpidemiological resources have
allowed a clear picture of the

mic to emerge. Becausc
the time lqsurﬁtwwn HiV
infection and AIDS, theé cur-
renlt number of AIDS cases
(1,205] only represent the
cpidemic’'s past.
bym present is determined
exiensive surveys of a num-
ber of groups — from blood
donors to pregnant women —
and the results are sobering,
indicating that the end of
1991, about 180,000 people
were infected with HIV, in-

ﬁmwmmm- :

Thu:rtmvldcmhthn:.

.:z on gender, ethnic

loca-
in the north-
ull.crn plrt of the éountry,

young adults had a
of over 2.8% in 199 .m
the' southerly Cape
the cerresponding rate was
under 0.4% — but high rates

by Wilson Carswell

were recorded among groups
al particular risks. Among
womnmicen andmﬁm nicipal
STD clinics in Johanncsburg,
more than one in seven have
HIV: one in eight newly-diag-
nosed female tuberculosis pa-
tients are also HIV-infected.

Generally, as in other
African countries, women are
infected more readily and at an
carlier age than men.

Among prospective blood
donors in 1991, 1.06% black
women had HIV against 0.71%
black men. By contrast, only
two out of 22,400 prospective
white ITemale blood donors
had evidence of HIV infection.

. This ethnic disparity s also

visible in Lhe results of a 1991
survey of 17,000 pregnant
women attending antenatal
clinics: overall HIV seropreva-
lence was 1.49% (or one preg-
nant wﬂ';n in every 67), but
analysis ethnic group gave
the following Itmf:wa!em
ratcs; Astan 0.11%, coloured
0.14%, whitc nil and black

Time Bomb

1.84%.

The future of the pandcmic,
according to several shart-
term p tions, suggest that
the numbers infected are dou-
bling every 14 months at pre-
sent — 250,000 at the end of
1992, rising to nearly 750,000

mid-1994. After that date,
the rate of increase will de-
pend on behaviour change and
other interventions.

Initial sceptictsm in South
Africa was anlnwcd by sctting
up cpidemiological monitor-
ing, ensuring the safety of the
blood supply, and providing
factual ‘information. Since
1985 over 5 million potential
blood donors have bcen
screencc. But these early re
sponscs have had no signifi-
cant impact on the pandemic.

Non- mental organisa-
tions and special interest
groups have played an incrcas:
ing role in prevention, and
moved from providing infor-
mation into education and care
of people with HIV and their
families.

The government response

AIDS.TH
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AlDS personified as the grim m:lpr in this black towwnship

poster

The ap* of discord that
divided Parllament on the is-

suc was that the ruli

failed to admit nlhctl.lnf ﬂ-ﬂ-l't]f
some irrational I'o-rtun: -t:h-
ers in the country, in the name
ol retaliation to the demolition

of the Babri Mosque, destroyed
some temples of the Hindu

mmmunlty in rural Bangla-
desh.

The Treasury bench resolu-
tion condemning the demoli-
tion of the Babri ¢ and
demanding that it be rebailt at
its original sitc was passed by
"mﬂ- -n-rﬂru' r'!#hvﬂﬁq': QF

the Iluuu-.. the same day.

A private member's bill of
Salauddin Kader Chowdhury
that sought job quota for the
citizens on basis of their

us belicf fafled to get In-
troduced in the llouse for dis-
cussion.

Shakhawat | lossain Bokul of
the BNP objected to the intro-
duction of bill arguing that
the essence of the proposed
law was communal and viola-
tive of the Constitution.

Despite the Speaker's re-
FClll.‘.'d request not to do so,

uent violation of the Rules
uf Procedure was a striking

L]
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feature of the last sessfon.

The session, however, wit-
nessed a very unfortunate fnci-
dent to the violation of
rules on February 1 when
Sheikh Hasina did not hegitate
to argue that she, as the
Leader of the had
the right to violate the rules.

The most unlortunate inci-
dent relating to the violation of
rules of procedure however
ook place on 12 this month,
the day beforc the eighth ses-
sion of present parliament was
prorouged.

A group of Awami League
MPs lcd by Mohammad Nasim,
Chicl Whip of the Oppesition
in parlament, jumped on the
rajsed open space in front of
the Speaker's podium while
shouting al the top of their
voices.

o g g e
consis . 5

ers, stnior mpbmm

Halder and Matia ¥

Shamsul Hoque, who en-
quired about the feclings of the
Finance Minister about begging
around the world, however,
did not join the group.

The AL MPs siepped up In
front of the Speaker's rostrum
protesting the Chair's (Deputy

Spcaker |lu n Khan Panni
was presidi decision o al-
low Emrgy Minister Khand:

aker Mosharral llossain to
make a staternent on an al-
lcged ccrruption of his min-
latry

Two hours before the inct-
dent, Tofael Ahmed of the
Awami League termed the
minister's sf over the op-
position allegation as mysteri-
ous while the moment he was
granted floor to explain his
positton In the House,
Mohammad Nasim and others
got furious on the plea that a
notice for a ‘short’ discussion’
on the issue was pending
Speaker's ruling.

Majid-ul-Haque, who was
appointed Acting Depuly
Leader cf the House

Prof, Badruddoza C N
departure for Bnmr

Lreatment, compared the inci-
dent with the one taking place
in the then East Pakistan
Assembly in 1968 In that in-
cident Deputy Speaker Shahed
All was hit by an opposition MP
and Sha Ali died in the
hospital on the next day.
Despite Majid-ul-Hoque's
fon was a correct one,

the regular visitors have rea-
sons to believe that Hoque
failed to act that day as: Acting-

B I .
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Th:‘rulin' party, in general,
ol the speech
while the

fon parties
were critical of it.

However, the MPs partici-
pating in the last mﬂm r:ln
only say what contributio
made during the 68
session to immﬂn hnl
vance mr&unw %

- +}d-.

British- Scientists First to Test
Anti-cancer Vaccine

by Veronica Rose from London

Cancer is one of the most prevalent modern diseases, with 5.9 million new
cases worldwide each year. The exact causes are not clear, but in a mqjor step

LINICAL trials arc sche-
C duled to commence in

late 1993 or carly
1994, [ollowing the de-
vclopment of a vaccine which
pronrises (o protect agains!
three spectfic cancers.

Although the potential for
the vaccine is large, scientists
arc caultious in their asscss-
ment until trial results are out.
"This development, whilst ex-
citing, is still at an experimen-
tal stage,” warns professor
Gordon McVie; director ol the
Cancer Research Campaign's
Sefentific Department, which
provided £5 million in funding
fur the research.

Scveral other inlernational
tecams have developed anti-
cancer vaccines, but the
liritish tecam is the first to have
onc ready for trial. The first
phasc of lrials, to determine
the vaccine's safety, will likely
involve as few as 20 pcople. "It
will be some time bcﬁ a vac-
cine is [recly available for
widespread use,” says McVie,

The vaccine,designed by Dr
John Arrand and Dr Mike
Mackett, is the result of 15

" on the E

has been patchy. An AIDS Unit
was ecstablished within the
Department of National Health
in 1990, and drew up a na-
tional ALDS strategy.

The Cabinct allocated cxtra
funds for a mass media cam-
paign and secondary school
AIDS education, but this policy

. was reversed in early 1992,

and the AIDS Unit mer into
the main body of the leallh
Department — élfectively

downgrading the AIDS pro-
gramme.

Other necessary interven-
tions, such as upgrading the
STD services and promoting
condom use — sifll perceived
by many black people as a
white plot to cut their birth-
rale — have not taken place.
Their absence makes it more
likely that South Africa will fol-
low the already disastrous pat-
tern of AIDS in other African
countries,

People at all levels of soct-
ety have difficulty in accepting
the enormity of the AIDS pan-
‘demic overhanging the coun-
tJ?’IFTh'nnr: is running out — the
short time gap stiil' available
for effective interventions fis
shrinking. Il it is ignored, the
reality of the pandemic will
ciatch up with society. But by
then it will be too late for the
new generation of young
adults. — World AIDS

Jorward, British researchers have developed

battle. The vaccine,

a vaccine which may help in the
Gemini News Service, has shown

for a

small class of virus-related cancers, but it could pave the way for further
research against all 200 known varieties of the disease.

‘years ol rescarch in three cen-
Birmingham

lers, In DBristol,
and Manchester.
The rcsearch has centered
pstein Barr Virus
(EBY]), first identified
Anthony Epstein and  Dr
Viviecnne Barr. EBV, a herpes-
type infcction, replicates itsell
and attacks the white blood
cells, thus defeating the body's
defence system, leaving il
especially susceptible to two
lypes of cancer aflfecting the

‘throat and the jaw.

Arrand, who is with the
Paterson. Institute of the Holt
Christie Hospital: 1{n
Manchesler, says it is an excit-
ing time for cancer re-
scarchers. "Il the patient trials
repeat the success of our ear-
ler work, we expect this vac-
cine has the potential to pro-

teet - milllons of people
throughout the world from
often fatal EDBV-related
cancers.”

EDBV causes glandular fever,
also known as infectious
mononucleosis, in adolescents
and has somewhat erroneously
been described and the kissing
discase since It is spread by
droplet infection.

Once Infected, the wvirus
never leaves the body. As a ve-
sult, 80 per cent of the world
population carries EBV. An es-
timated 40 per cent of chil-
dren will be tnfected before
the age of five, although it sel-
dom causes more than a slight
fecver or tonsillitis in that age
group.

In adolescents, EBV can be
unpleasant, even debilitating,

sometimes leading lo serious

complications among which is
thrombocylopacnia, a com-
plcic absence or vastly dimin-
ished number of blood
platclets. This prevents blood

 from clotting and the first

manifcstations of the disorder
is widespread bruising which
s not unlike the early signs of
acute leukacmia,

However, it is the more
malevolent behaviour of the

cancer deaths

@ Quit smoking. Greatest risk for lung cancer. Linked with 1 in 3 all
@ Eat plenty of food containing fibre and vitamins, especially fresh fruit

and vegetables. Avoid being overweight
@ Drink in moderation, alcohol linked 10 3% of all cancers

@ For women, 'smear test heips detect cancer of the cervix

virus which makes the vac-
cine's development so impor-
tant. EBV has long been associ-
ated with Burkitt's Lymphoma,
a cancer of the jaw which al-
licts children, and naso-pha-
ryngeal cancer, which aflects
the nasal cavity and throat.
EBV may also be tied to
Hodgkin's discase, a swelling
of the lymph nodes, spleen
and lver

L)

Burkitt's Lymphoma, also
first described In 1961, is a
cancer of the lymphatic sys-
tem. [t causes the jaw to swell
up to 10 times its normal size.
While Burkitt's Lymphoma re-
sponds well to both
chemotherapy and radiother
apy. these treatments are ex-
tremely expensivé and weli out
of the reach of many in d
oping countries, often lea: g

children the sad victims of the
discase.

Naso-pharyngeal cancer fs .
rarc among Caucasians but has
very high incidence rates In
China. It has an incidence of
80 per 100,000, with an an-
nuil death rate of 50,0000 in
South China. It also occurs
among Chinese immigrants in
olher couniries, in parts. of
Africa, South East Asia and
among Eskimbs.

I-lntgig}dn'l disease, a tancer
of the lymphoid tissue, affects
pcople throughout the world,
although it 1s more prﬂllcnt

in Caucasians.
Scientists have long since

suspected viral links with scV-
eral other types of cancer
apart [rom the three associ-
aled with EBV. These include:
liepatitis B, linked to liver
cancer, Human Papilloma
Virus, cervical cancer, and
Human T-Cell Lymphotrophie
Virus, tied to some acute °
leukacmias. '

" CRC researchers have also
worked on a vaccine for the
lHepatitis B virus, which is now
being - evaluated in laboratories
in China.

To the scientists, it made
sensc to attack the canécer-
causing viruscs rather than the
cancers themselves: This
would leave the field clear to
concentrate on the many other
forms of cancer which cripple
and kill, and for which there s

neither an obvious cause or ef-
fective treatment.

As Arrand, one of the devel-
opers of the EBV vaccine, ex-
plained, "EBV is one-compo-
nent which is neccssary to
cause naso-ph cancer
and Burkitt's Lymphoma. The
cvidence is that it is involved
with Tlodgkin's discase is be-
coming more conclustve, If we
can climinale one necessary

component, vaccination, we
should be able to prevent the
cancers,”

McVie, of the CRC, says the
rurrent results vindicate much
of the past 15 years in re-
scarch. "This is a tremendous
cxample of CRC collaboration
between Manchester, Bristol
and DBirmingham, which
underlines our policy of
commissioning science where
our strengths lie. We are
commilted to prevention of
cancer wherever possible, and
the success of the venture
vindicates the emphasis and
ycars of research devoted our
vaccine program  and
represents another [Diritish
first for the cancer rescarch
programme.” — Gemint News



