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Clinton urges North
Korea to reverse
-~ decision on NPT

WASHINGTON, Mar I6:
President Clinton said Monday
he was “very concerned and
very discouraged” that North
Korca had decided to with-
draw from an international
treaty designed to curb the
spread of nuclear weapons, re-
ports AP.

Clinton urged the
Pyongyang government to re-
consider.

“There are several weeks
ahead when North Korea
might reverse its decisions
and | hope they will do s0,”
Clinton said at a news confcr-
ence.

Clinton's comments echoed
the State Department's on
Friday alter North Korea an-
nounced it would withdraw
from the Nuclear Non-

US storm toll
rises to 149

WASHINGTON, Mar 16: The
mammoth weekend storm that
cut a wide swath from Cuba to
Canada left 149 people dead,
with dozens more missing on
high seas or in wind-whip
snowdrifis, officials said today,
reports AFT. -

Helicoplers were scanning
the scas for survivors after a
cargo vessel sank in 20-metcer
(60-foot) waves ofl Nova Scotia
overnight. One person was
confirmed dead and 32 were
missing from the gold bond
conveyor, whose crew was
mostly from Hong Kong.

Sixteen other seamen were
missing off the Florida coast.

Rescue teams searched in
snow driflts up to five meters

(16 feet) in the great smoky
mountains in north Carolina

Prolileration Treaty.
Governments withdrawing
from the agreement are bound
by its terms for a 90-day tran-
sition period.

Clinton called on North
Korea (o use that period to re-
consider and to reverse s
decisfon lo ban inspectors of
the International Atomic
Encrgy Agency from monitor-
ing North Korea's nuclear pro-
grammes,

Clinton said only the in-
spectors could determine the
progress ol North Korea in de-
veloping nuclcar weapons, and
he refused to give the US as-
scssment of North Korca's
programme.

Former Secrctary ol State
Lawrence Eagleburger told a
congressional committee last
week that he believed North
Korea had nuclear weapons.

Al the Stale Dcpartment,
Sccrelary of State Warren
Christopher said the North
Korean announcement was
"matter of greal concern to us”
but he added that the adminis-
tration has not given up on the
possibility of North Korca's
rcturn to the treaty.

lle also urged a rencwal of
peace talks between North and
South Korea.

Speaking during a picture-
taking session with Spain's
Foreign Minister Javier Solana,
Christopher also reallirmed
that US-South Korean milf
excrcises that began last
should not be cause for alarm
in

“If they would look at it
with an objective eye, they
would see that there was noth-
ing that needed to cause them
apprchension,” Christopher
said. ,
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Miyazawa to visit Clinton

Japancse Prime Minister Kiichi Miyasawa will visit

AE.E 16:

sident

Clinton on April 16 for a meeting and working lunch, the
White House announced on Monday, reports AP [rom

Washington.

It will be Clinton’s [irst meeting as president with the

Japanese prime minister.
Among issucs on the
economic summit this Ju

in Tokyo of t

will be tions for the
worlds seven

"lardest industrialised democracies, and various "global, re-
gional and bilateral tssucs,” the White House said in a state-

ment.

“The president looks forward to the visit of the prime

minister and to strengthening our partnership with Japan as
we address these issues,” the statement said.

Militants kill

CO

in E €2 suspected
Muslim militants shot dn?ln E pprpplmn clothed

ia
r:licﬂmn on Monday during a raid with

speedboats and

licopters on an island hide-out in the middle of the river
Nile, security sources said, reports Reuter from Egypt.

Two sus

pected militants were wounded in the operation
near the town of Al-Badari, a fundamentalist st

about

300 km (180 miles) south of Cairo, the sources added. Police
arrcsicd about 150 people for questioning.

In a scparate incident, rajflway guards in the Cairo-Aswan
trivin found a suitcase containing four home-make bombs, the

sources said.

They made the discovery near the town of Abu Tig but the
passenger carrying the bombs escaped, they added.

claims 5 in Indonesia: a

lightning bolt struck and killed five peopiec aboard a boat iIn
the Indonesian province of Lampung in southern Sumatra, the
Berita Buana Dafly said here Tuesday, reports AFP from
Jukarta,

The lighining struck a river ferry which was berthing in
Gunung Tapa village along the Tulang river in north:
ern Lampung Saturday, killing five people on the deck and
scvercly burning two others, the datly said.

Avalanches kill 36 in Pakistan: w..

of snow rumbled down the mountains of northern Pakistan on
Monday, burying at least 36 people anc injuring 16 others,
authorities said, reports AP from !
The avalanches crushed dozens of adobe homes in two vil-
lages and wiped out cattle herds and water mills. they said.
Authoritics said ‘they had Mitle information about the disas-
ters because the rcgions are remote and communications

3ut they said at least 23 were killed and 8 others injured
in the village of Badhal Seral in Swat district. Thirteen other
peoplc died and seven others were injured when an avalanché
struck a village near the town of Chitral.

Naigaul wins UK literarx prize:
Trinidad -born auther V S Natpaul won Brilains biggest
litcrary prize on Monday, a new award worth 30,000 pounds
(42,9680 dollar] to add to his siring of accolades from the arts
world, Reuter from London.

Naipaul, 80, recetved the Dritish lfterature prize at an
awards ceremony in London.

The prize that has been given to me could have been given
to many others, but my luck plcases me, he said.

UN operation
in Somalia to

Old Bolshevik

cost $ 1.5b a year

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 16:
The planned UN operation in
Somalia would cost more than
1.5 billon dollars a year, UN
Secretary General Boutros
Boutres-Ghali said in a report
published Monday, reports
AFP

The planned UN force,
which Boutros-Ghali hopes will
gradually replace the current
US-led foroe. with command
swi May |, would cost
1.6 bifi dollars for 12
months, the Secretary General
sadd.

The force, which reguires
aut horization from the Sccurity
Council, would include 20,000
soldiers, 8,000 logistics work -
ers and about 2,800 civillan
staffcrs.

MOSCOW, Mar 16: The re-
sounding defeat inflicted on
President Boris Yeltsin by the
Co of People's [k-gulutl
has left Russia apparently still
prisoner of its Soviet past, re-
poris AFP.

"The forces which lost the
power struggle in 1990 and
1991 have taken their revenge
at this con s.” said conser-
vative deputy Leonid Gurevich.

The old Bolshevik battle -cry
of "all power to the Sovicls’
echoed through the congress
on scveral oocasions during its
lour-day session, fllustrating to
the point of caricature the
conscrvative forces' return to
political and Institutional

The humiliations heaped on
Yeltsin have also marked the
faflure of his presidency of the

WASIIINGTON, Mar 16
Isracl Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin, declaring he was ready
for compromise, offered
Monday after a meeting with
President Clinton to surrender
part of the Golan Heights to
Syria, reports AP,

[3ut Rabin said Israel would
not necgotiale a pullback in the
strategic  tlerrftory without
knowing Syria's pcace tcrms.

Clinton endorsed Rabin’s
demand. lie said pcace must
include open borders and [ull
diplomatic rclations. He ple-
dged to maintain Isracl's
mililary edge over the Arabs as
an inducement to a compro-
mise sctilement,

The statement allera 3 1/2
hour Oval Ollice meeting sets
the stage for a resumption of
Arab-lsracli talks here April
20.

The Palestinians have re-
fused to attend, demanding
that Isracl immediatcly repa-
triatc 396 deportices forced
into Lebanon tn mid-December
on suspicion of promoting ter-
rorism againsl Isracl.

The {ssue, and Palestinian
allegations of Isracli human
rights violations on the West
Bank and in Gaza did not figure
prominently in the meeting,
US oflielals said alterward.
They added that 75 minutes
were spent by Clinton and
Rabin without their aides pre-
scnt.

Rabin and Secrctary of State-

Warren M. Christopher n‘gn.-ud
on Feb. 1 that 101 of the
Palestinians would be taken
back immediately and the oth-
ers by the end of the year.
Clinton said that framework

was the right approach, indi-
cating he was nol pressuring

from part

[sracl to yield.

Rabin urged the
Palestinlans to drop their
threatened boycott. e also
scrved notice on militant
groups that by violcnce and
terror, no one will make us
ran.
who

Clinton said “thosc

e
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WASHINGTON: US President Bill' Clinton (R) glances at

scck to divert the peace pro-
cess will find zero tolerance
here.

Outside the White House
gates, a young man shouted,
Rabin is not a Jew, he s an
Arab. Clinton told reporters at
a joint riews conference Rabin
was preparcd to take risks for
peace, aid Rabin confirmed it

Israeli Prime Minster Yitzhak Rabin iuring a joint press
conference held at the White House Mzarch 15.

— AFP/UNB photo

of Golan

We made it clear that we
accepl the principle of the
withdrawal of the armed
forces of Israel on the Golan
Heights to (a) secure and rec-
ognized boundary, Rabin said.

But we will not enter nego-

tiations on the dimension of -

the withdrawal without know-
ing what kind of peace Syria
oflcrs us, He asked, for in-
stance, whether it would in-
volve an exchange of em-
bassies and a normalization of
rclatfons,

Before we know that why do
| have to say how much will we
withdraw? Rabin told a re-
porter.

Clinton sketched a more
aggressive role for the US
administration in the negotia-
tions, which began 16 months
ago. He sald the United States
had to be a partner and a me-
diator.

He did not directly call for
an |sracli withdrawal from the
Golan heights, but said he
would welcome compliance
with UN, Security Council res-
olutions calling for withdrawal
from territory Israel won from
the Arabs in the 1967 Six-Day
war.
Senfor White House and
State Department officials, in-
sisting on anonymity, said
Clinton believed that applied
to the Isracli-Syrian front as
well on the West Bank and
Geon,

Earlier, Clinton said he had
found a lot of reasons to be
hopeful about chances for
peace in the Middle East and
that there was ‘a rcal shot' at
getting the negotiations, which

were suspended in mid-
December, back on track.

Another Muslim enclave f

to Serbs in eastern

SARAJEVO, Mar 16: Serb
forétes backed by armour
scized another Muslim enclave
in eastern Bosnia, then ram-
bled aficr fighters desperately
defending the village's fleeing
civilians, reports AP.

The UN commander In
Bosnta, French Gen. Philippe
Morillon, confirmed Monday in
an interview via ham radio that
Konjcvic Polje had fallen to
Serb forces.

Many Muslims from
Konjevic Polje were headed
southward to Srebrenica, an-
olher Muslim enclave, where a
UN oflicial said up to 40 peo-
ple a day were already dying
for lack of shelter from the
cold and snow.

Bosnfan radio reported that
12.000 new refugees arrived
in Srchrenica Monday and that
the town was being shelled.
But Morillon said Monday he
convinced Bosnian Serbs to
agree to a conditional ceascfire
in Srebrenica,

The Bosnian Serb military
said in a statement thal a cor:
ridor would be opencd to allow
aid into Srcbrenica and the

evacuation of wounded — two
of Morillon's chiel demands.

It was not immediately
clcar il that offer was condi-
tional en the Serbs' earlier
demand that Morillon leave
Srchrenica. The UN comman-
der had refused earlicr re-
quests to leave, insisting he

would stay in the suffering city

Ghali deplores
Bombay blasts

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 16:
Secretary General DBoulros
Boutros-Ghali expressed sad-
ness Monday over recent vio-
lcnce in Bombay, India, that
has lcft more that 300 people
dead; iluding a UN em-

ployce, reports Reuter.

The Secretary Genceral ‘de-
plores what happened in these
explosions and regrets the loss
of life,” a UN spokesman said.
"He trusts that the rnment
of Indta will be able to cope
with this difficult situation and
reestablish peace in the coun-

until help came.

"I will stay here until the
ceasclire is established and the
corridor 1s opened,” Morillon
told the Associated Press.

Bosnian radio later reported
that the commander ol gov-
ernment forces, Sefer
Hallovie, ordered his troops Lo

_ ofien ctions in
tefn B had
demanded that [rom Morillon.

Earlter Monday, Murat
Efendic, an casiern Bosnian of-

ficial in . told The AP
he had heard by ham radio that
11 tanks and 10 armored ve-
hicles were rumbling after re-
treating Muslim defenders.
who were fighting a desperate
rear-guard action to protect
civillans fleeing Hnr?wlc Polje.

Efendic spoke of many E:—
sualties but gave no details.

The lall of Konjevic Polje
will likely worsen conditions
in Srebrenica, about 25 kilo-
meters (15 miles) southwest,
Srebrenica’'s population has al-
readv becn swollen to more
than 60,000 by refugees [lee-
ing a 2-week-old Serb offen-
sive in the region.
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after a bomb blast incident
~ AFP/UNB photo

[Russian federation — the only
Russian institution not associ-
aled with the Soviet era —
when confronted by a congress
whose legitimacy is., by con-
trast, anchored in the coun-
try s Soviel past

The head of Russia’s constl-
tutional commission warned
Monday that the worst aspects
of the Soviel system had sur-
[aced al last week's acrimo-
nious congress.

"The characteristics of the
Soviet system: traditionalism,
conservatism, xenophobia and
a lack of intcllectual vigour”
dominated the four-day meet-
ing Oleg Ruminatsev said.

"The forces which lead to
disintegration came right te
the surface,” he told a press
conlercnee.

Russtan journalist and west-

battle-cry echoes thru

ern observers believe the de-
feat has lcfl Yeltsin with a stant
choice: bow to congress and
sce his economic reform pro-
gramme halted, or cash in
some of the political capital
carncd in his clection as
Presidert in June 1991 and
tackle congress head-on.

Yeltsin has already issued
veiled threats of action {f
congress continues to frustrate
his attempts at compromise in
the constitutional power
struggle between himsell and
the conservalive-dominated
legislature over who runs the
country.

On Monday he again warned
congress  that {t  had
“"embarkesd on the road to vio
lation of the constitution "

lHowever, the parllamentary
debates have cruelly exposed

Fidel Castro
reelected

MEXICO CITY, Mar 16: The
new Parliament on Monday
unanimously approved Fidel {
Castro to continue as president
of Cuba

and retained his

i‘

HAVANA: C
Fidel Castro drops his vote in
the ballot box.

‘— AFP/UNB phato

younger brother, Raul, as the
regime's No. 2 man, reporis
AP,

Reports [rom the Cuban
news agency Prensa Latina and
the official Mexican agency
Notimex said the vole was
unanimous by the 578 deputies
present. The 589-member na-
tional legislature is heavily
dominated by Communists.

It also elected [ive vice
presidents and 23 other mem-
bers of the Council of State,
the country's highest executive

Castro, who was clected to a
five year term, has ruled Cuba
since his Communist revolu-
tiorr forced dictator Fulgencio
Batista to flee on Jan 1.

Castro was one dl 588 un-
opposcd candidates in National
Asscmbly elections on Feb 24,
the first clections ever submil-
ted o a popular vote under
Casiro. All candidates were
Communist Party members or
supported the party line.

iban President

pregnant woman to launch a new wide-bodied car and called
on Japancse car maker Toyota to drop Lae campaign, reports

Reuler.

"Sclling a motor car has nothing to do with a pregnant fe-
male body,” Parliamentarian Margaret Reynolds told re-

portcrs.

The advertisement, carrfed in
the distended abdomen of a woman with the message:
"There's nowheré more comfortable than inside a wide body.”

Reynolds, a Labour Scnator, said her office had been inun-
dated with calls from women complaining that the campaign

was blatantly sexist.

'Jack the Stripper’ recalls
'Jack the Ripper’

LONDON: A British sex attacker dubbed ‘Jack the Stripper’
who preyed on prostitutes in an English coastal town was
, reports Reuter.

The court in Plymouth, southwest England, heard that 26-
year-old Nicholas Harding, a trainee an
eight-month "campaign of terror” in which he raped and
tried to strangle onc of his victims. Two others were
with tape and dumped in isolated areas, the

jailed for 12 years on Monday

siripped, bou
court was told.

Judge William Taylor, passing sentence, said "1 am in no
pose a significant danger w women."

The nickname "Jack the Stripper™ recalls Britain's most
famous serial killer, "Jack the Ripper,” who prowled Lhe
streels of London in the 1890 and was never caught.

Nude Diana dropped from
TV documentary

LONDON;: Cartoons dcpicting a nude Princess Diana have
been dropped from a Brilish television documentary afler an
outcry among royalists who said the drawings were an aflront
ports Reuter.

The artists’ impressions of the estranged wile of heir to
the throne Prince Charles in various states of undress were
* commissioned for “Diana Unclothed,” a documentary due 1o
rday about the princess’s sex appeal.

A spokesman for Channel Four television said on Monday
that senfor executives had decided that cartoons of the
princess in the nude were considered "inappropriate
necessary to get over the message of the
;ﬁkunrmh said one briefl cartoon sequence

princess doing a striptcase to her underwear would still

doubt that you

to public decency, re

be broadcast yeste

be broadcast.

Sexist Toyota campaign
SYDNEY: Australia’'s women'’s groups' reacted
tcrday to full-page newspaper advertisements usi

e o
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shop manager, waged

and un-
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of the 31- year-

70 more New York Post
workers fired

NEW YORK, Mar 16: The
chaos decpened at the New
York Post on Monday as its
ncw buyer fired 70 people,
then rchired most of them,
setiing off more uncertainty
over the future of the nation’s
oldest daily newspaper, re-

Unrest over Abraham
|lirschfeld's action prevented
the 192-year-old paper [rom

p !bhlm -Iow._thn-nrﬂ
tirtte il Tn to lish since a

citywide newspaper strike in
1978. _

Publication rcsumed with
Tuesday's edition, which
started rolling ofl the presses
late Monday with a front page
given over to a woodcut of
founder Alexander crying.

Inside was a column by Jack
Newficld, whom Hirschicld
fired. that com the new
ownership "lo the Marx
lBrothers version of the Hitler-
Stalin pact.” :

The Post also carried sev-
cral bylined stories about
| lirschicld all derogatory — in-
cluding one headlined, "Who s
This Nut?”

Hirschfeld told the
Associated Press that f
Government Mario Cuomo

came forward with a new
group of investors, he would
consider stepping out of the
picture.

"The best Lh‘lnﬁil would like
is to buy the buiflding, not the
Post,” said Hirschield, 74, a
real estate investor. °I don't
know anything aboul ncwspa-
pers.”

Cuomo said al a ncws con-
ference hat he and Economic

‘Development  Cormpmissioncr
Vineent Tese wcre gelling
calls from people interesied in
helping. He wouldn't reveal any
nNames.

"Who knows, who this guy,
what's going to happen tomor-
row?" said Darry Liplon. presi-
dent of the Newspaper Guild of
New York. The union said the
firings violated its contract.

The union was onc of the
groups that met with
Hirschfeld and t him to
agree to rehire all but one of
the 50 Guild members fired in
the morning, according (o
Murray Weiss. the papcr's as-
sociate metro editor,

There were also 20 man-
agers and non-union employ:
ces fired and it was not imme-
diatcly known whether they
were being rehired.

'_Honm to resume an;e_ti

struggle if talks fail

MANILA, Mar 16: A lcader
of coup alltempts against
former President Corazon
Aquino said Tuesday he would
rcturn to the underground and
resume armed struggle if
peacc talks with the new gov-
ernment fail, reports AP,

Former army Lt Col
Gregorio Honasan said his
group, the Revolutionary
Alliance of the Masscs, did not
recnounce violence but merely
"suspended military opera-
tions” when it agreed to enter
negotiations with President
Fidel Ramos to e¢nd rebellion
in the military.

"l will go underground il we
lose hope in the pecace pro-
ccss,” Honasan said. "But we
arc forward-looking. We are
trying our very best to make it
succeed.”

ilnn-:-nnndmmplw

major roles in the 1986 mili-
tary mutiny that unicashed the
. r revolution™ that
toppled the late President
Ferdinand Marcos and pro-
pelied Mrs Aquino to olfice.

But Honasan turncd against
Mrs Aquino and led at lcast
three of the seven coup at:
tempis against her.

In a mecting with foreign
reporicrs. Honasan said the
talks would collapse if the
Ramos government is Iinsin:
cerc and docs not make a
"deliberate attemptl” to address
the problems that caused so-
clal unrest.

He said his group proposed
that the talks centre on cstab-

lishing “good government,
electoral reforms. nationalist
economic policies, social re-
forms and military reforms.

Yeltsin's lack of a political
base, as neither he noar his
supporters appear able to In
fluence, et alone control, the
le ginlat ure

Whi'e parliamentary Spea-
ker Rusian Kasbulatov has led
the opposition to Yeltsins
government, pro-reform ele
ments, including the centrist
civic union courted by Ycltsin
since last summer, have been
conspicuously silent.

Diplomats are worried that
this po'itical weakness has
been accompanied by a lack of
control by the exccutive over
the wheels of government, and
in particular over an adminis-
tration confounded by conilrm
dictory decrees and laws.

Yeltsin admits himeell that
the: dec'stons he has taken
since the summer have only

Russian Congress

been applied in half of Russia.

The national power l-truFe
ts mirrored at regional level In
this vast country of some 88
discrete administrative enti-
ties, whose Kremlin-appointed
heads are locked in a bitter
struggle with the local Soviets,
or councils.

Put 17 the central adminids-
tration's hold on the levers ol
power is weak. that of the local
Sovicls, held by leaders who
have broken with the
“democratic centralism” and
allegtance to the “centre” of
the communist era, appear to
have lost none of their effec-
LIvencss

They know thal they have a
common interest to defend —
their own,” sakd one Western
diplomal in reference to the
corruption and looting of state

resources which is widspread.
Throughout the long and

tortuous debate over the divi-
sion of powers between
President and Parltament,
Yeltsin and Khasbulato have
nevertheless stressed their
desire to act within the bounds
of the constitution,

However, the 1977 text,
which has the leading role of
the communist parly at its
heart, has been further com-
plicated by some 300, some-
times contradictory, amend-
ments.

Analysts, believe a new con
stitution is a pre isite for
real political and econemic
reform, which is prectsely why
the congress-clected in the
twilight of the communist era
— i8 dead set dgninst this.
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Deng healthy,
leads regular
life, says
daughter

BEIWING, Mar 16 China's
aramount leader Deng
imoping, 88, is very healthy

and leads a regular life, his
daughter said, reports Reuter.

State Radio used the com-

ments ol the daughter, identi-
fled as Xiao Rong as its lead
ftcm on the moming bullciin

today

The People’'s Duily pul her
commenis on the front page in
a prominent box.

The daughter, who is the
elder Deng's secrelary, s usu.
ally known as Deng Rong It
was unclear why she was given
the surname Xino in the news

reporis.



